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INTRODUCTION

AND God created great whales

And later to Job from the whirlwind God boasted
leviathan the masterpiece of His creatton I will not con
ceal his parts nor hus power nor his comely proportions
Upon earth there 1s not s Iike who 15 made without fear
He 15 king over all the children of pnde

Job Distened and abhorred him.elf and repented 1n dust
and ashes ’

But not so Melville

In his day Melville had suffered no le s than Job Mel
ville however was less awed by Jehovahs boat For
Melville had seen much of the watery world with his own
eyes he had seen whales 1 schools and had helped spill
tons of leviathan gore And whereas under affliction Job
sat down among the ashes Melwille suled forth up and
down the mendins vamly trymng to dicover the un
peopled world beyond the sun ~ And one a, one as Ael
ville had put his illusions to the test the bolts of his
mmagination discharged agamst reality but blasted out
charred avenues to despur We are inclined to think
that God cannot evplain His own secrets he editorially
wrote to Hawthorne i the midst of the composition of
Moby Dick  and that He would hhe a httle mnformation
upon certan pomts Himeelf  We mortals astomsh Hrm
as much as Heus  Unhappily married unwell threatened |
with blindness and goaded by debts at the age of thirty
two he sat down to unburden himself in Moby Dick of
certamn convictions that would have delighted Jobs wife
I have wntten a wiched book  he flattered himself and
feel as spotless as the lamb Aody Dick appeared mn
1851 And for the remaiming years of Melvilles life the
rest if not silence was whisper ,

The crucifizion, the disappotntments, of Melwilles early

v
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nfe are well known “I learned to think much, and
hitterly, before my time” He discovered even m his
boyhood, that there was indeed no place hhe home
and at the age of seventeen he dramatized this discovery
and set out for the sea coast of Bohemia— ‘not so much
bound to anv haven ahead as rushing from al havens
astern Dunng lus youth and early manhood he ex
changed the respectables of New England for the off
scounings of all races 1n the forecastles of a merchantman
several Pacific whalers and a man of war Tath a
philosophical flourish Cato throws himself upon his sword
T quietly take to the ships  Thus 15 my substitute for pistol
and balls  He diversified whale hunting with a sojourn
of four wdyilic months among practicing canmbals  Thanks
to a mutiny off Tamti he was brought face to face with
the proselyting Brethren who would clamm the heathen
for inheritance At the age of twenty five he returned
to New England to wimn a success of scandal with I'spee
and 1n the first flush of authorship to marry the daughter of
the Chief Justice of Massachusetts But neither author
ship nor matrimony proved equal to s first impetuous
hope Children came books dwdnt sell, hills grew En
slaved by hostages of fortune, on hus farm n the Berhshires
he looked bach to the defeat of his youth and remembered
the wild and distant seas wherein he had seen great vhiles
roll their island bulk  the wonder and the mystery of the
largest of all created things the undelnerable, nameless
pezils of the chase and all the attendant marvels of a thou
sand Patagonun sights and sounds And into Ins inner
most soul, two by two, there floated endless processtons
of whales, and midmost amang them all one grand hooded
phantom hke a snow hill 1 the ar

Moby Dick

The monstrous albino whale

This white whale thus final boa t of Gods creation this
“Ling of the children of pride, Melwille conceived as an
ancient and vindictive monster, and upon 1ts snowy hump
he piled the sum of all the rage and hate of mankind from
the days of Eden down ‘Though 1 many of its visible
aspects the world seems formed m love the mvisible spheres
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were formed m fnght  Thou shalt Lnow tke truth and
the truth shall male you mad For to the eyes of truth,
Melville declared  the palsted unner<e les before us as
a leper all derfied nature pamts lke a harlot whose
allurements cover nothing but the charnal house wathin’
And as a symbol of the malice and terror that he felt at the
core of eustence ke cho e a whale of leperous whiteness —
the ghdmg great demon of the seas of hfe

The orgamzing theme of Velvilles book 15 the pursuit
of Moby Dick by the mad Captam Abab Ahab 1s not
only Captan of the Pequod but also the athestical cap-
tain of the tormented soul and s crew 15 chiefly made
up of mongrel renegades and cast aways and canmbals
But Ahab 15 Captam And hiy madness 13 of such a
quality that the white whale and all that i there sym
bohzed must render its consummation or its estinction

Wonder ye then at the fiery chae?”

On the waste of the Pacific ship after ship pas.es the
Pequod some well laden others bearing awful tidings yet
all are sane The Peguod alone aganst contrary winds
sails into that amazing calm that extraordinary mildness
mn which ske and all her crew but one are destroyed by
Moby Dick  and the great shroud of the <ea rolled on as
1t rolled five thouw.and years age It is the hnstory of 2
souls adventure—adventure upon the highest sphere of
sprritual daring A hideous and intolerable allegory
And at the ame time the fullest the truest and the
most readable history of a whahng cruice eser written

For such 1> the breadth the vitahty th solhid substance
out of which Melsilles allegory 15 fa.hioned that just as
many people read Gulliver for the story and mus the
satire <o the account of Ahab s hunt of the abhorred whale
can be read 1 all but perfect mnocence of Melwilles dark
mtent One cntic while admitting that a certam absorp-
tion of imterest hes 1n the mghtmare intensity and melo-
dramatic chmax of the tale finds hi> nterest best repad
by the exposition of fact with which the story 1s loaded to
the gunale How the whale 1s pursued from the Arctic
to the Antarctic how 1t 15 harpooned to the peril of boat
and crew how when brought to the side ‘cuttng in 15
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accomplished how the whales anatomy 1s lad bare, how
Tus fat 1s redeemed—to be told this i the form of a narra
tive, with all manner of dramatic but perfectly plausible
incidents interspersed 1s enough to make the book perfectlv
engrossin without the white whale and Captam Ahabs
fatal monomama ’ Thus thuis, 1t must be urged, 15 to
dwarf almost beyond recogmtion the gemwus which mated
poetry and blubber whaling and metaphy sics

There ate those of cour.e wha hold agamst Dante his
morahzing, and agamnst Rabelms s broad humor In
Ide manner, pecuhanity of temperament has necessanly
colored cnitical judgments of Aoby Iick  But though
entics may mouth it as they hhe about digressions im
probability moralizing reflections  swollen talk or the
fetish of art upon the elemental force of the book all are
wonderfully agreed It achieves the effect of Musion and
to a degree peculiar to the highest feats of the imagination

For Melwville no less than God created great whales

Ravuonp Weaver

March 1026
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ETYMOLOGY

(SUPPLIED BY A IATE CONSUMPTIVE USHER TO A CRAMMAR SCHOOL )

Tae pale Usher—threadbare 1n coat heart body and bramn I see
bum now  He was ever dusting lus old lesicons and grammars with
a queer handkerchief mockingly embellished with ali the gay flags
of all the known nations of the world He loved to dust bus cld
grammars 1t somehow muldly reunded hum of his mortality
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TWamE you take i hand to school other and to teach them by
what name a whale fish 15 to be called m our tongue leaving out
through 1onorance the letter H which almost alone maketh up the
51 mification of the word you deliver that which 15 not true

Hackluyt

Wastr * ¢ * Sw and Dan kol This emmal 1> named

from roundness or rollmg for in Dan Aralt 15 arched or vaulted
W ebster’s Dictsonary

WuaLe * * * It s more immeditely from the Dut and Ger

Wallen s Walwtan to roll to wallow
Rachardsor’s Dictionary

n Hebrew
&nTos Greek
CETUS Latin
WH(EL Anelo Sazon
HVALT ans,
WAL Dutch
HWAL Suedish
WHALE Icelandsc
WHALE English
BALEINF French
BALLENA Spanish

PEKREE NUEE NUEE Fegee
PEREE NUEE NUEE Erromangoan



EXTRACTS

(SUPPLIED BY A SUB SUB LIBRARIAN )

It will be seen that this mere pamstaking burrower and grub worm
of a poor devil of a Sub Sub appears to have gone through the long
Vaticans and street stalls of the earth picking up whatever random
allusions to whales he could anyways find 1 any book whatsoever
sacred or profane Therefore you must nat i every case at least
tale the higgledy piggledy whale statements however autbentc m
these extracts for ventable gospel cetology Far from 1t As touching
the ancient authors generally as well as the poets here appearing these
extracts are solely valuable or entertamn~ as affording a glanang
bird s eye view of What has been propuscuously said thought fancied
and sung of Lenathan by many nations and generations including
our own

So fare thee well poor devit of a Sub Sub whose commentator 1
am Thou belongest to that hopeless sallow tnbe whi b no wine of
this world will ever warm and for whom even Pale Sherry would be
too rosy strong but with whom one sometimes loves to sit and feel
poor devilish 100 and grow convivia upon tears and say to them
bluntly with full eyes and empty glasses and n not altogether un
pleasant sadness—Give it up Sub Subs! For by bow much more
pats ve take to please the world by so much the more shall ye for
ever go thankless! Would that I cou!d clear aut Hampton Court and
the Tuilenes for ye! But gulp down your tears and hie aloft to the
royal mast with vour bearts for your fnends who have gone before
are cleanng out the seven stomied heavens and making, refugees of
long pampered Gabrel Michae! and Raphael agamnst your commsz
Here ye strike but spbntered hearts together—there ye shall strike
unsphnterable glasses|
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“And God created great whales
Genests

Leviathan maketh 2 path to shine after hun
One would think the deep to be hoary
o

Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah "
Jonah

There go the ships there 13 that Leviathan whom thou bast made
to play theremn Psatms

In that day the Lotd with hus sore and great and strong sword
shall pumish Leviathan the pierarg serpent eéven Leviathan that
crooked serpent and be shall slay the dragon that is n the s'ca

sasch

And what thing socver besides cometh within the chaos of this
monster s mouth be it beast boat or stone down 1t goes all nconts
nently that foul great swallow of his and pensheth in the bottomless
gulf of his paunch Holland ¢ Plutarch s Aforals

“The Indian Sea breedeth the most and the biggest fishes that ate
among which the Whales and Whirlpooles called Balene tahe up as
much 1n len th as four acres or arpens of Jand Holland 5 Pliny

Scarcely had we proceeded two days on the sea when about
sunnse a great many Whales and other monsters of the ea appcared
Arwon~ the former one was of a most monstrous size  * This
came towards us open mouthed rasing the waves on all sides and
beating th sea before lum 1nto a foam Tookes Lucian

The True History

He visited this country also with a view of eatching horse whales
which had bones of verv great value for their teeth of which be
brought some to the lin  * * % The hest whales were catched
in his own country of which some were fortv eight some fifty yards
long He aid that he was one of at who had lulled sixty i two
days

d Other or Octher's verbal narrative taken down

Jrom Ins mouth by Rmg Alfred A D 890

And whereas all the other things whether beast or vessel that
enter - o 4 dreadful gulf of this monsters (whales) mouth are
iromed ately lost and swallowed up the sea gud eon retires into
1n great secunity and there sleep:

Motatwnr —~Apology for Ramond Sehond
v
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t us fiy Jet us fy] Old Nuck take me 1f st 1s not Leviathan
described by the noble prophet Moses in the life of patient Job
Rabelass

Stowe s Annals
The great Levathan that mnke!h the seas to secthe like boiling
ord Bacons } ersion of the Psalms
Tnuchmg that monstrous bulk of the whale or ork we have
received nothmg certan Thev grow etceeding fat msomuch that
an incredible quantity of o1l will be extracted out of one whale
Ibid Hutory of L f¢ and Death”
The sovereignest thing on earth s parmaceth for an inward
brus King Henry
‘Very Dike a whale Hamlet
Which to secure no skill of leachs art
Mote him availle but to retume againe
To his wounds worker that with lowly dart
Dinting his breast had bred his restless pame
Like as the wounded whale to shore flies thro the mame
he Faerte Queen
Immense as whales the motion of whose vast bodies can In a
peacefu! calm troubl the ocean &ill it boil
Sir W illiom Dovenant  Preface to Gondibert
‘What spermacettt 15 men micht justly doubt smc the learned
Hosmannus m lns work of thuty years saith plunty Nescio quid sit
Sir T Broune Of Sperma Cets and the
Sperma Cets Whale Vide bis V E
Like Spencers Talus with ks modern flail
He threatens ruin vu:h his ponderous u‘ll
.

This whales hver was two cart loads

-
Therr fived Jav'hns in hus side he wears
And on s back 2 grove of pkes appears
Tveller's Battle of the Summer Islands
By art 1s created that great Leviathan called a Commonweauh or
State—(mn Latin Civitas) which 15 but an arbficial m
Openng senténce of Hobbers Levsathon
Silly Mansoul swallowed it without chewin~ as if it had been a
sprat 1 the mouth of a whale Plgrims Progress

That sea bea t
Leviathan wwhich God of all his works
Created hugest that swim the ocean stream
Paredsse Lost
— There Leviathan
Hugest of kving creatures m the deep
Stretched liue a promontory sleeps or swims
And seems a moving land _and at his mlls
Drawen. antar,”
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“Ibe mighty whales which swim 1n a sea of water and have a sea
of o1l smimming i them Fuller's Profane and Holy State
So close behind some promontory he
The huge Leviathan to attend their prey
And give no chance but swallow in the Iry
Which through their gaping jaws mustake the way
Drydens Amuu .!!-mb:lu
While the whale 1s floating at the stern of the ship they cut off
bis head and tow 1t with a boat as near the shore as 3t will come
but it will be aground in twelve or thirteen feet water
Thomas Edges Ten Voyages to Spst bergen m Purchas
In their way they saw many whales sposting 1n the occan and
‘wantonness fuzzing up the water through their pipes and vents which
nature has placed on their shoulders
Sir T Herbért s Voyages into Asia and A]nca Ines on
ol
Here they saw suth huge troops of whales that they were forced
to proterd with a great deal of cauhon for fear they should ruo thar
shup upon them Schouten s Sixth Circumnavigation
We set sail from the Elbe wind N E 1n the ship called The
Jonas in the Whale *
Somz sy the whale cant open his mouth but that fs a fable

They frequently climb up the masts to see Whether they un !te
whale for the first discoverer has a ducat for bis pains  *
I was told of a whale \aktn n!ar Shetland that had above a baml
of hetnogs In his belly  *
One of our harpoon=ers tnld me that he caught once a whale
Spitzbergen that was white alt over
Voyage to Greenland 4 D 1671
Hams Coll
Several whales have come in upon this coast (Fife) Anmo 1652
one eighty feet in lenwth of the whale bone hind came in which (as
1 was informed) besides a vast quantity of o3 did afferd 500 wer ht
of baleen  The jaws of t stand far a gate in the garden of Pitfecten
Sibbold s Fife and Kinross
Myself bave agreed to try whether T can master and kil this
Sperma cett whale for I could never hear of any of that sort that
was killed by any man such 13 hus fierceness and swiftness
Richard Sirafford s Letter from the Bermudas
Phil Trans A D 1668
Whales 1 the ea
God's voice obey
N E Primer
“We saw also abundance of Iarge whales there brng more 1n those
southern seas as T may say by a hundred to one than we have to
the northward of us
Captain Cowle s Voya ¢ round the Globe 4 D 1729
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* x » % * and the breath of the whale :s frequently at

tended with such an msupportable smell as to bring on a disorder
of the bran Ulivas South Amersia

To fifty chosen sylphs of specil note

We trust the tmportant charge the petticoat

Oft have we known that seven fold fence to fail

Tho stuffed with hoops and armed with nbs of whale
Rape of the Lock

we compare land animals i respect to magmtude with those
hiat Iake wphers Shode mn e daop e sholl Ho they will appear
contemptible m the compatison The whale 15 doubtless the Irgest
anmalin creation Goldsmuth Vot Hist

If vou should write 2 fable for hitle fishes you would make them
speak hke great whales Goldsmith to Johnson

In the afternoon we saw what was supposed to be a rock but 1t
was found to be a dead whale which some Asiatics bad killed and
were then towing ashore They seemed to endeavor o conceal them
selves behind the whale 1n order to avoid being seen by us

Cook s Voyages

The larger whales they seldom venture to attack They stand in
30 great dread of some o them that when out at sea they are afraid
to mention even thewr names and carry dung Lme stone juniper
wood and some other asticles of the .ame nature in their boats m
order to ternfy and prevent therr too near approach
Ung Von Troils Letters on Banks’s and
Solander s Voyage to lceland n 177

The Spermacetts Whale found by the Nantuckois 15 an active
fierce ammal and requires vast address and boldness 1n the fisher
men Thamas Jeferson s Whale Memonal to the

rench mimster in 1778

And pray 1r what mn the world 13 equal to it?
Edmund Burke s seference 1n_Parlament
to the Mantucket Thhale Fishe y

Spam—a great whale stranded on the shores of Europe
Eimiind Burke (somehere )

A tenth branch of the Ling s ordinary revenue said to be grounded
on the consideration of his guarding and protecting the seas from
purates and robbers 15 the nght to royal fsb whick are whale and
sturgeon  And these when either thrown ashore or caught near the
coast are the property of the king Blackstone

Soon to the sport of death the crews reparr
Rodmond unerring oer his head suspends
The barbed steel and every tumn attends

Falconer's Sh puwreck
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“Bnhit home the roofs e domes the spures,
rockets blew - drien,
To tang thew mormer.ary ﬁ:-
Arecnd the val't of koaven,
"SO £ with wate to ccmpare
ocean scrve” o hugh
Cp ~oorted by a wlae 13 2w
Te exprest erwed jov 7
Cozmper or th Queew’s Vis* to Londow
“Ten or f£iteen palions of blood .re thrown ozt of the beart at a
aoke wath 1mmense veloaty
Jokn Hunter's cccomt of In dussectson
of B whue (fsmuTsied ome)
“Tt+ aorta of 2 whal 13 Lar-er 1 the bore than the main ppe of
bt watrr works at London Bnd.e 23d the witr roanng m s
_essive throe~ that ppe 15 miencr 0 umpetus and veloaty to the

tcod geshine from the whak s keart” Paey's Theao,y
“Th. whae 1 a momamferows anzma) wibowt hind fee ™
Boyon Curser

~In £3 de1-es <outh we 1w Sprrtzes 1 Whalkee but dd not take
acy Gl 12~ firt 0 SL_y the sta ben then covered with them”
Conetts Voya ¢ for the I'uﬂm a]
Ex*erd ng tF Sp ree.cet s § kar Fiskerv
“In the free elexent benmath me wam
Flovndored and dived 1n ghy 10 chace m battle
Fik=s of every color form znd kund
Which krmee Qonet pun-, and manzer
Had rever <een from drecd L‘:.\:x
To ettt milons peaphins eve'y wal
Gutkerd 13 shoals rmmerse, Lxe Emn:r' 1 fanda,
Led by £a ~terous in.tinces hroch that wa te
Ard tzddes. rrion, tooush on every ud
Assaued by vorcots enem.ec
Whases, haris, and moncte~ 2rmd m front or n
Wik cword . sass, prva] hores. or hooaed fam=s™
Fen gomerys Bord be]m ke Flecd
“Io! Paza! To =7
To Le fay pecpa s Koz
No 2 = Mur whae tan thys
Inttevat Atlz c©
Sot a fatter £ 1 than ke
Founders 1w the Polar Sea”
Crarws Lemb s Triwmph of the Whaet
“In the yeir I4+ wore persods were o2 a h~% KX obrerninz the
(l::ks coutse and sortrr with e3th other whes one obeerved
PO 2GEY 10 Lo a—15 o greent B2 o where our chidrens
En:d-d‘.:""b" wil go for bead™
Ghrd Macy's fetory of  arucket
‘I!r:‘:xxccr.z ¢ for Scman ard mysH and rad :nmvh&-
form of a Gebx Arch bv srtnzy ¢p 3 whales jaw bapes”
Hzw koree’s Trwe Told Toes
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She came to bespeak a monument for her first love Who had been
Lilled by a whale i the Pacific ocean 10 Iess than forty years ago
b d

No Sr tisa Ri bt Whale answered Tom I saw hssprout he
threw up a par of as pretty ra nbows as a Chrst an would w sh to
look zt He s a raal o1 butt that fellow! Cooper's P lot

pers were brought 1n and we saw in the Berln Gazette
that thles had been ntmduced on the stage there
Eckermann s Conversations u th Goethe
My Godl Mr Chace what 15 the matter? I answered w
have been stove by a whale

Marrat ve of the Sk prwreck of the Thhale
Essex of Nantucket whch wa.
attacked and finally destroyed by ¢
large Sperm Mhale mn the Pagfi
Ocean By Ouwen Chace of Mantucke:
first mate of saud vessel New Yort

1521

“A marmer sat 1 the shmuds one mght
The w nd was pp:
Now br ght now. dmmed was the moonhght pale
And the phospher gleamed 1n the wake of the whale
As t floundered n the sea EL abeth Ockes Smth
‘The quant ty of 1 ne w thdrawn from the d Herent boats engaged
1in the capture of this one whale amounted altogether to 10440 yards
or nearly sx Enghsh m *
Somet mes the whale sh;kes s tremendous tal nthear wheh
crackine Like 2 wh p resounds to the d stance of three or four m les
Scoreshy
Mad with the agones he endures from these fresh attacks the
nfur ated Sperm Whale rolls over and over he rears his emormous
head and w th w de expanded Jaws snaps at everyth ng around hm
he rushes at the boats with his head they are propelled befors h
wth vast su ftness and somet mes utterly destroyed
t 15 a matter of great astomshment that the cons dera
lon of the habts of 5o nteresting ana D a commerc al pont of
view of so rmportant an an mal (as the Sperm Whale) should have
been so ent rely ne lected or should bave exc ted so httle cunosity
amone the numerous,and many of them competent observers that of
late years mu t have possessed the most abundant and the most con
ven ent opportun t es of w tness ng the ¢ hab tudes
Thomas Beales H story of t e Sperm Whale 1839
The Cadmlol (Spel’m Vvhale) 15 not only better armed than the
True Whale (G eenand or Right Whale) n possessng a formd
able weapon at e ther extrem ty of ts body but also more frequently
displays a d pos tion to employ these weapons offensively and 1n e
manner zt once so artful bold and musch evous ags to lead to af
beng reparded as the most dangerous to atta k of all the 1
speaies of the whdle tribe  Fredenck Débell Bennett s Whaling #
Voyage Round the Globe
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October 13 There the blows  was sung out from the mast head
Where 2away? demanded the captan

Three pomts off the lee bow sit

Rase up your wheel Ste dv

Steady sir

Mast head ahoy! Do you ce that whale now

Av ay sir! A sheal of Spurm Whalest Th:re she blows! There

she breache-|
Smg out! sin” out everv time
Ay ay mr! There she blows! there—there—thar she blows—

Twe miles and a half
Thunder and Lghtning! so nearl  Call all hands
J Ross Brounes Etchings of a Whalmg Crus e 1846
The Whale ship Globe on board of which vessel occurred the
hornd transactions we are about to relate belonged to the lsk\nd of
Nantuchet Narratite of the Globe by
and Hutsey surviors 4 D s
Being once pursued by a whale which he had wounded he parred
the assault for some time with a lance but the furous mon ter at
length rushed on the boat hlmself and comrades only being preserved
by leaping into the water when they saw the onset was inevitable
Aisstonary Journal of Tyerman and Bennett
Nantucket itself sad Mr Webster 13 a very striking and
peculiar portion of the National interest There 13 a poputation of
eight or mne thousand persons living here in the sca adding largely
every year to the National wealth by the boldest and most persever
ng 1ndustry Report of Daniel Webster's Speech in the
5 Senate on the applcation for
the Erection a! o Breakaaler ot
Nantucket 182
The whale fell dicectly over him and probably Lilled hom m a
mo;
The Whele and his Caplors or The
Whelemans  Adventures and Lhe
T hales Biography gathered on tlu
Homeward Cruise of the Commo
dore Przble By Rev Henry

Cheever
1f you make the least damn blt of noise  repled Samuel I will
send you to
Life of Samuel Comstock (the mutineer)
y s brother Willam Comstock
Another Version of the tokale ship
Globe marratine
“The ‘m,;ges of the Dutch and I nglsh to the Northern Ocezn in
order 1f po wible to discover a passage through it to India though
they failed of their mamm object laid open the haunts of the whale »
McCulloch s Commeraisl Dictionary



EXTRACTS xxt

These things are recprocal the ball rebounds, only to bound
forward ogain’ for now in laying open the baunts of the whale the
whalemen seem to ha e indirectly hit upon new clews to that same
mystic North West Passage rom  Something’ unpublished

It 15 mpos.ible to meet a whale ship on the ocean without being
struck by her near appearznce The vessel under short sal with
ook outs at the mast heads eagerly scanmng the wde expanse around
them has a totally differe~t sur from those enaged in regular voyase ™

Currents ond Whahng U 5 Ex Ex

Pedestrians 1n the viaipity of London and elsewbere may recollect
hawving cen large curved bones set upr ht 1n the earth either to form
arches over gateways ot entrances to alcoves and they may perhaps
have been told that these were the nibs of whales

Tales of a W hale Voyager to the Arctic Dcean

It was not till the boats returned from the pursuit of these whales
that the whites saw their ship 1n bloody possession of the savages
eprolled amone the crew

Aeaspaper Acco nt of the Takmg and
Retaking of the Whale ship Hobomack

It .s generally well known that out of the crews of Whaling vessels
{Amencan) few ever return m the ships on board of whdl
departed Crusse 1 ¢ T hale Boat

Suddenly a mighty mass emerged from the water and shot up
perpendicularly into the air It was the whale
M riam Cofin or the T hale Fisherman
The Whale 15 harpooned to be sure but bethink you how you
wou d manage a powerful unbrohen colt With the mere apphance of
a rope tied to the root of hs tail
Clapter on TWialing m Ribs and Trucks
n one occasion 1 saw two of these monsters (whales) probably
male and female slowly swimming one after the otber within less
than a stones throw of the shore (Terra Del Fuego) over which
the beech tree extended 1ts branches.
Doruns Vosage of a haturalst

* Stern all! exclaimed the mate as upon turmng s head he sawr
the distended j1aws of a large Sperm Whale close to the head of the
boat threateninz 1t with mnstant destruction —Stern all for your
Yives! W hartan the Wha! Killer

‘So be cheery my lads let your hearfs never fal
Wil the bold harpooneer 15 tnking the whal
Naontucket Song
Oh_ the rare old Whale mid torm and gale
In his ocean home will be
A mant in might where migbt 15 nght
And King of the boundless sea

Whdte Song
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October 13 There she blows was sung out from the mast head
Where away? demanded the captam
Three ponts off the lee bow mr
Rat ¢ up your wheel S exd
Steady st
Mast head ahov! Do you see that whale now?
Ay ay stf A shoal ot &p ri Whales! There she blowsl There
he breaches!
St out! sing out everv time
Ay ay sir! There she blows! there—there—thar she blows—
bLowes—bo o o s
How far off?
Two mil s and a halt
‘Thunder and Lebtmng' so near! Call all hands”
Ross Brovnes Elchmgs of o Whaling Crur e 1846
The Whale ship Globe on board of which vessel occurred the
tomd transactions we are about to relste belonged to the lard of
Nantucket Narratine of the Globe by Lay
and Hussey survivors A D 1813
Bewng once pursued by a whale which he had wounded he parned
the assault for some time with a lince but the furious man ter st
1ength rushed on the boat hamself and comrades only bemng preserved
by leapan into the water when they saw the onset was mnewitable
Missionary Journal of Tyerman and Bennet
Nantuchet atself snd Mr Web er 15 a very stnunv and
pecubar portion of the National mterest ‘There 18 & populatron of
epht or mne thousand persons hving here in the sea adding largely
every year to the National weaith by the boldest and moast persever
wng ndustty Report of Damel Webster's Speech n ke
S Semate on the spphicction for
the Frection of & Breakagter ot
Montuchet 1828
The whale fell directly over bim and probably killed hum i a
moment
The Whale and s Caplars or The
Whalemans  Adventures and 1§ ke
Whales Biography gathered on the
Homeward Criase of the Comma
dore Preble By Rev Hemry T

Cheever
1f you make the Jeast damn it of nose ™ repled Samuel I will
send you to hel
Isfe of Somuel Comstock (the mutsmeer)
by s Ddrother William Comsiock
Anather Version of the whale sisp
Globe narratne
“The voyages of the Dutch and Fnghsh to the Northern Ocean in
order af po sible to discover a patsare through st to Inda though
they fared of their tuaum object Jud open the haunts of the whale »
MecCulloch s Commeraal Dictionary
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CHAPTER 1
LOUMINGS

Carz e Ishmael  Some years ago—never mund how Jonig
precisely—having little or no money 10 my purse and noth
1ng pariscular to tnterest me on shore T thought I would sail
about a Iittle and ee the watery part of the world Itisa
way 1 have of driving off the spleen and regulating the cir
culation Whenever I find myself growing grim about the
mouth whenever 1t 15 a damp dnzzly November m my
soul whenever I find myself mvoluntanly pausing before
cofin warehouses and brin lng up the rear of every funeraj
T meet and especially whenever my hypos get such an
upper hand of me that 1t requires a strong moral principle
to prevent me from deliberately <tepping into the street, and
methodically hnechin, people s hats off—then, Y account 2t
Iigh time to get to sea as soon as I ean  This 15 my
substitute for pisto! and ball  Wath a philesophical Aournish
Cato throws himself upon his sword I quetly take to the
ship  There 1> nothing surprising 1 this  If they but knew
1t almost all men 1 ther degree some time or other,
chertsh very nearly the same feelings towards the ocean
with me

There now 13 your msular city of the Manhattoes belted
round by wharves as Indian 1sles by coral reefs—commerce
surrounds 1t with her surf  Right and Ieft, the streets take
you wrterward Its extreme down town s the battery,
where that noble mole 15 washed by waves and cogled by
breezes which a few hours previous were out of zight of
land Lool at the crowds of water gazers there

Circumambulate the city rii a dreamy Sabbath afternoon
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Go from Curleats Hook to Coenties Ship, and from thence,
by Whitehall, northward W hat do you see?-—Posted like
silent «entinels all around the town stand thousands upon
thou ands of mottal men fixed in ocean reveries  Some lean
g agamst the spiles, some seated upon the prer heads,
some loohing over the bulwarks of stups from Chipa, some
hugh aloft 1 the nggivg as if stnving 10 get a sull better
seaward peep But these are all Jandsmen of week days
pent up m lath and plaster—tied to counters naded to
benches clinched 10 desks How then 15 tis? Are the
yreen fields gone? What do they beye?

But look! here come more crowds, pacng straight for
the water and seermngly bound for a dive  Strangel
Nothing will content them but the oxtremest himit of the
fand loitermg under the shady let of yonder warehouces
will not sufice  No  They must get just as mgh the water
as they possbly can without falling 1w And there they
stand-—miles of them-~leagues Inlanders all thev come
from lanes and alleys streets and avenues—north east
south and west ‘et here they all unte Tell me, does
the magnetic virtue of the needles of the compasses of all
those ships attract them thither?

Once more  Say you are m the country 1 some hugh
land of fakes Take almost any path you please and ten
to one it catries you down in a dale and leaves you there by
a pool 1 the stteam  There 1s magic m 1t Let the most
absent minded of men be plunged tn hus deepest reveries—
stand that man on s Jegs set tus feet a gong and he wll
mfallibly lead you to water if water there be in all that
remon  Should you ever be athust in the great Amencan
desert, try this experiment f your caravan happen to be
supphed with 1 metaphysical profes or  Yes as every one
knows meditation and water are wedded for ever

But here 1s an artist  He deswres to pant jou the
dreamtest shadiest quietest, most enchanting it of roman
tic landscape 1n all the valley of the Saco  What 1s the chud
element he employs? There stand his trees each with a
hotlow trudh as sf ¢ hermut and a ctucifix were within and
bere sleeps ms meadow, and there sleep his cattle and up
from yonder cottage goes a sleepy smoke Deep into distant
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woodlands winds 2 mazy way, reaching to overlappmg oy
of mountains bathed in their huill side blue But though the
picture hes thus tranced, and though this pine-tree shakeg
down 1ts sighs like leaves upon this shepherd s head vetall
were vain unless the shepherds eye were fixed upon the
magic stream before lum Go visit the Prames 1 TJene
when for scores on scores of miles you wade Eneey
among Tiger hlies—what 13 the one charm wanyy gt—p
Water—there 1s not a drop of water there! Were Nazin
but a cataract of sand would you travel your thousand I!—!Hcs
to see 1t2 Why did the poor poet of Tennessee upon sud
denly recetving two handfuls of sitver, deliberate whether
to buy him a coat which he sadly needed or mnveg he
money 1 & pedestnan trip to Rochaway Beach? Yy
almost every robust healthy boy with a robust healthy eoL:
in him at some time or other crazy to go to sea? \\'1;.'
upon your first voyage as a passenger, did you Yyourself fee]
such a mystical vibration when first told that you and
ship were now out of sight of land? Why did the}:‘]x;
Persians hold the ea holy? Why did the Greels fve gt
separate deitv and own brother of Jove? Surely all ““1 2
not without meaning  And still deeper the meaning of &“
story of Narcissus who because he could not gray; ﬁ:l
tormenting mild 1mage he saw in the fountam p]ungﬂ‘; N
it and was drowned  But that same image we oursely, -
1n all rivers and oceans It ts the image of the ungra:sb
phantom of life and this 1s the key to 1t all pable

Now when 1 say that 1 am m the habit of gong
whenever I begin to grow hazy about the eyes ang ﬁ 2
to be over conscious of mv lungs I do not mean to haegm
nferred that T ever go to se1 as a passenger  For to go\:: N
passenger you must needs have a purse, and a purse 15 bui
rag unless you have something 1n 1t Besdes passeng, 2
get sea sich—grow quarrclsome—don t sleep of mgh(s_":!rs
not enjoy themselves much as a general thing —no 1 gy, o
g0 as a passenger nor_though I am something of a sa)y ;'
I ever go to sea as a Commodore or a Captain or.a Ce °
I abandon the glory and distinction of such o ~
who hke them For my part I abommate 3
respectable tails trials, and tribulations of e

E
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wever It 15 qute as much as I can do to tale care of
myseli without tabang care of shiph, barques, brgs,
schooners, and what not And as for gomng as cooh —
‘hough I confess there 15 considerable glory an that, a cook
bemng a sort of officer on ship board—yet somehnw, I never
fancied brosling fowls —though once braled judiciously
buttered and jud, Iy salied and d there 15 no
one who will speak more respectiully not to say reveren
tially of a brovled fowd than I widl It 15 out of the dela
trous datings of the old Egyptians upon brailed s and
roasted river horse that you ee the mummies of those crea
tures 1n thew huge bale houses the pyrammds

No when I gotoser I go as a sunple sailor 11ght before
the mast plumb dewn wnto the fore castle aloft there to the
royal mast head True they rather order me about some,
and make me jump from spat to spar }he a grasshopper it
a May meadow And at first this ort of thing 15 un
pleasant enough It touches ones sen e of honor, particn
larly 1f vou come of an old established farmly 1 the land, the
Van R ! or Randolphs or And more
than 2l if just previous to puttng your hand mto the tar
pot you have been lording 1t as a country schoolmaster,
making the tallest boys stand in ane of you The trans
tion 35 2 heen one J assure you from 2 schoolmaster to a
saor and requires a strong decoction of Seneca and the
Stawcs to enable you to gnn and bear it But even this wears
off n time

What of st 1f some old hunks of a sea captan orders me
ta get a broom and sweep down the dechs? What does that
mdigraty amount (o weighed, T mean 1 the scales of the
New Testament> Do sou tak the archangel Gabriel
thinks anything the less of me oecause I promptly and
respectfully obey that old hunks m that particular sostance?
Who aint a lave? Tell me that Well then hawever the
old sea<captans may order me about—however they may
thump and punch me about, I have the satisfaction
of knowing that it 1s all right  that everybody else 15 one
way or other served wm muth the smme way-—either in
a physical or metaphysical pomt of wiew, that 15 and
so the unnersal thump 1s passed round, aud all hands
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should rub each others shoulder blades, and be content
Agam, 1 always go to sea a5 2 saflor, because they make
a pomt of paying me for my trouble, whereas they ntV;K
pay passengers a single penny that I ever heard of On U ﬁ
contrary passengers themselves must pay ~ And there 15 al
the difference 1n the world between paying and bemng pnd
The act of paying 1s perbaps the most uncomfortable wflic
tion that the two orchard thieves entailed upon us  But
bemg pard —what will compare with it? The urbane
actvity with which 2 man recerves money 15 really marvel
lous considering that we so earnestly believe money to be
the root of all earthly 1lls and that on ro account ¢an a
monied man enter heaven  Aht how cheerfully we consign
ourselves to perdition'
mally I always 3o 1o sea as a sailor, because of the
wholesome exercise and pure air of the fore-castle deck For
as 1n this world head windy are far more prevalent than
winds from astern {that s if you never violate the Pythago
1ean maxim) so for the most part the Commodore on the
quatier deck gevs s avmosphere at second hand from the
saitors on the forecastle  He thinks he breathes 1t first bt
not Su  In much the same way do the commonalty lead their
leaders 1n many other things at the same time that the
leaders ttls su pect 1t But wherefore 1t was that after
having repeatedly smelt the sea as a merchant satlor I
should now tale 1t mmto my head to go on a whaling voyage
ts the mvisible police officer of the Fates who has the
constant surveillfance of me and seuretly dogs me and in
fluences me 1 some unaccountable way-—he can better
answer than any oncel ¢ And doubtless, my going on this
whaling vovage formed patt of the grand programme of
Providence that was drawn up a long time ago It came 1
as 2 sort of brief mterlude and solo between more extensive
performances 1 take 1t that this part of the il must have
Tun something hlke this

‘ Grand Comtested Eletion for the Presidency of the
" Unted States
WHALING VOVAGE BY ONE ISHMAEL
¢BLOODY BATTLE IN AFFGHANISTAN "
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and jolly there Further on from the bright red windows
of the * Sword Fish Inn’ there came such fervent rays, that
1t seemed to have melted the packed snow and 1ce from
before the house for everywhere else the congealed frost
lay ten inches thick 1n a hard, asphaltic pavement —rather
weary for me when I struck my foot against the flinty pro
Jections because from hard remorseless service the soles of
my boots were 1n a most muserable plight Too expensive
and joily agam thought I pausing one moment to watch
the broad glare mn the street, and hear the sounds of the
tinkling glasses within  But go on, Ishmael, said X at Jast
dont you hear? get away from before the door your
patched boots are stopping the way So on I went I now
by nstinct followed the streets that took me waterward for
there doubtless were the cheapest 1if not the cheenest mnns

Such dreary streets! blocks of blackness not houses on
erther hand and here and there a candle like a candle mov
g about m a tomb At this hour of the mght of the last
day of the week that quarter of the town proved all but
deserted  But presently I came to a smoky hght proceed
mg from a low, wide building, the door of which stood
wmvitingly open It had a careless look a., 1f 1t were meant
for the uses of the public so entermg the first thing I did
was to stumble over an ash box 1n the porch Ha! thought
I ha as the flymg particles almost chohed me are these
ashes from that destroyed aty Gomorrah? But ‘The
Cros ed Harpoons  and the ¢ The Sword Fish? —this then
must needs be the sign of The Trap ° However I picked
myself up and hearing a Joud voice within, pushed on and
opened a econd interior door

It eemed the great Black Parhament sitting mn Tophet
A hundred black faces turned round m their rows to peer
and beyond a blach Angel of Doom was beating a book tn
a pulpit It was a negro church and the preachers text
was about the blackness of darkhness and the weeping and
wailing and teeth gnashing there Ha, Ishmael muttered I,
baching out Vretched entertainment at the sign of ‘The
Trap!

l\rl)ovmg on I at last came to a dim sort of light not far
from the docks and hea~d a forlorn crealung in the air and
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looking up saw a swinging sign over the door with a white
pamnting upon 1t famtly representing a tall stratght jet of
msty spray and these words underneath-— The Spouter
Inn —Peter Coftn

Coffin?~—Spouter?—Rather omunous mn that pamcular
connexion thought I But 1t 15 a2 common name in
tucket they say and I suppose this Peter here 1s an em
grant from there As the hght looked so dim and the
place, for the time looked quiet enough and the dilaprdated
Iittle wooden house 1t elf Jooked as 1f 1t might have been
carted here from the rums of some burnt district and as
the swinging sign had a poverty stricken sort of creak to 1t
T thought that here was the very spot for cheap lodgings
and the best of pea coffee

It was a queer sort of place-—a gable ended old house one
side palsied as 1t were and leanming over adly It stood on
a sharp bleak corner where that tempestuous wind Eurocly
don kept up a worse howhng than ever 1t did about poor
Pauls tossed craft Euroclydon nevertheless 15 a mighty
pleasant zephyr to any one m doors with his feet on the
hob quetly toasting for bed  In judging of that tempestu
ous wind called Euvroclydon says an old writer—of whose
worhs I po se s the only copy extant— 1t maketh 2 marvel
lous difference whether thou lookest out at 1t from a glass
windov where the fro t1s all on the outside or whether thou
observest 1t from that cashless window where the frost 1s
on both des and of which the wight Death 1s the enly
glazier  True enough thought I as this passage occurred
to my muind-—old black letter thou reasonest well Yes
the=e eyes are windows and this body of mine 1s the house
What a ity they didnt top up the chinks and the cranotes
thougn and thrust i a httle lint here and there Butits
too late to male any improvements now The umiverse 15
fimshed the copestone 1s on and the chips were carted off
2 mulion years ago Poor Lazarus there chattenng his
teeth agamst the curbstone for s pillow and shaling off
his tatters with Ins shiverings he mught plug up both ears
with rags and put a corn-cob into his mouth and vet that
would not keep out the tempestuous Euroclvdon Eurocly
don! savs old Dives, n ks red silken wrapper—(he had a
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redder one afterwardsy pooh pooh! What a {

mght bhow Orion ghitters what northern lightst ?;J;m
talk of thew oriental summer chimes of everlasting conserva,
tories  grve me the pryviege of making my own summer
with my own coals

But what thinks Lazarus?  Can be warm hus blue hands
by holding them up to the grand northem hghts? Would
not Lazarus rather be i Sumatra than here? Would he not
far rather lay ham down lengibwase along the hne of the
equator yex ye gods! go down two the fiery pit stself
order 1o keep out this frost?

Now that Lazarus should he stranded there on the curb
stone before the door of Dives this 13 more wonderful than
that an weberg shauld be moored to one of the Moluccas
Yet Duves lumself he too hves like a Czar in an ice palace
made of frozen sighs and bemng a preadent of a temperance
society he only drinks the tepad tears of orphans

But no more of this blubbering now we are going a whal
mg ang there is plenty of that yet to come Lot v scrape
the 1ce from our frosted feet and see what sort of a place
this Spouter tnay be

CHAPTER XX
THE SPOUTER INN

Iarenive that gable ended Spouter Inn you found your
se3f 1 1 wade low stragghng estry with old fashioned
wamscots reminding one of the bulwarks of some con
demned ofd craft  On one side hung a very large o
pawmting <o thoroughly besmoked and every way defaced
that s the unequal cross hights by which you viewed 3t 3t
was enly by dihigent study and z series of systematic visits
to 1t and cireful mquiry of the neighbors that you could
any way arrne at an understanding of ns purpese  Such
unaccountable mas es of shades and shadows that at first,
you almost thought some ambitious young artist In the
time of the Dew 1 ngland hags had endeavored to delinea
chaos bewutched  But by dint of muck wnd carnest
teniplation and oft repested pondenngs and especial

-
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throwing open the httle window towards the back of the
entry, you at last come to the conclusion that such an idea,
however wild mught not be altogether unwarranted

But what most puzzled and confounded you was a long,
himber portentous black mass of something hovering 1n the
centre of the picture over three blue dim perpendicular
Tines floating 1n a nameless yeast A boggy soggy squitchy
picture truly enough to drive a nervous man distracted
Yet was there a sort of indefinite half attamed unimagin
able sublumty about 1t that farrly froze you to 1t till you
wnvoluntanly took an oath with vourself to find out what
that marvellous painting meant Ever and anon a bnight
but alas deceptive 1dea would dart you through-—1Its the
Black Sea n a midmght gale —It s the unnatural combat of
the four primal elements —Its a blasted heath—Its a
Hyperborean winter scene —It 5 the breaking up of the 1ce
bound stream of Time But at last all these fancies yielded
to that one portentous .omething in the pictures mudst
That once found out and all the rest were plam  But stop
does 1t not bear a famt resemblance to a gigantic fish? even
the great leviathan lumself?

In fact the artists design <cemed this  a final theory of
my own partly based upon the aggregated opimions of many
aged persons with whom I conversed upon the subject The
picture represents a Cape Horner m a great hurricane the
half foundered ship weltering there with its three dis-
rrantled masts alone visible and an exasperated whale pur
postng to spring clean over the craft 1s 10 the enormous act
of umpaling himself upon the three mast heads

The opposite wall of this entry was hung all over with a
heathenish arrav of monstroys clubs and spears  Some were
thickly set with ghittering teeth resembling nvory saws
others were tufted with knots of human har and ope was
sickle-shaped with a vast handle sweeping round Iike the
segment made 1n the new mown grass by a long armed
mower You shuddered as jou gazed and wondered what
mon trous canntbal and savage could ever have gone a
death harvesting with such a hacking homfymng imp ~
Mixed with these were rusty old whaling lances and
poons all broken and d-formed  Some weve stc

Vs
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With this once fong lance now wildly elbowed fifty years
ago did Nathan Swamn Lill fifteen whales between a sunnse
and 2 sunset.  And that harpoon—ao like a corhscrew now--
was flung tn Javan <eas, and run away with by a whale, vears
afterward> <lain off the Cape of Blaneo The pngmal ron
entered migh the tail and, Iike a restless needle soyourmng
m the body of 3 man travelled full forty feet, and at last
was found tmbedded in the hump

Crossmg this du by entry, and on through yon los arched
way—cut through shat n old imes mu 1 have been a great
central chimney with fireplaces all round—you enter the
public room A <tall du_baer place 15 ths, with such low pon
derous beams above and such old wrintded planks beneath
that vou would almost fancy you tred some old crait s coch
pits especially of such a howhng mght when this corner
anchored old ark rothed <o furiouly On one wide stood a
fong low shelf like table covered with crached glss cases
filled with dusty rantes gathered from this wide world s e
motest nooks.  Projecting from the further angle of the room
stands a dark loohing den—the bir—a rule attempt at 2
nght whales hexd  Be that how 1t may there stands the
vast arched bone of the whale s jaw <o wide a coach mght
almost drive beneath it Within are shabby helves, ranged
round with 6ld decanters bottles flasks and in those jaws
of swift dosteuction hle another cursed Jonih (by which
name mdeed they called im) bustles a Iittle withered old
mm whe for their money dewly ells the sufors deliriums
and death

Abanunable are the tumblers into which he pours his
poton  Though true cyhinders without—within the villan
ous green gonghng gl1s es deceitfully tapered downwards toa
cheating bottom  Pataliel mendians rudely peched imto the
glies, surround these footpads goblets  Fill to thus mark,
and your chirge 15 but a penny _to #ins a penny more, and so
on 16 the full glass—~the Cape Horn measure wiich you may
guip down for a shilting

Upon entering the place I found a number of young sea
nten gathered thout 7 table, exannning, by a2 dim hight divers
epecimens of skrimshander 1 sought the landlord and tell
tng ham T desired to be accommodated with a room tecetved
tor answer that Iis house waa full—not a bed unoccupied
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But avast’ he added tapping his forehead ¢you hamt no
objections to sharing a harpooneers blanket have ye? I
s pose you are goin a whahn so youd better get used to
that sort of thing

I told him that I never like to sleep two in a bed thatif1
should ever do o 1t would depend upon who the harpooneer
mught be and that 1f he (the Jandlord) really had no other
place for me and the harpooneer was not decidedly objec
tionable why rather than wander further about a strange
town on so hitter a mght I would put up with the half of
any decent mans blanket

‘I thought o All rght take a seat Supper?—jyou
want supper? Supper Il be ready directly ’

I sat down on an old wooden settle carved all over like
a bench on the Batter;y At one end a rummating far was
still further adorning 1t with lus jack kmife stooping over and
diligently working away at the space between his legs  He
was trying his hand at a ship under full <ail but he didn t
make much headway I thought

At last some four or five of us were summoned to our meal
m an adjoining room It was cold as Iceland—no fire at all
—the landlord said he couldn t afford 1t Nothing but two
dismal tallow candles each in 2 winding heet We were
fan to button up our monkey jachets and hold to our hps
cups of scalding tea with our half frozen fingers But the
fare was of the most substantial hind—not only meat and
potatoes but dumplings good heavens! dumplings for
supper! One young fellow in a green box coat addressed
timself to these dumplings 111 a most direful manner

My boy said the Jandlord youll have the mightmare
to a dead sartainty

Landlord I whispered that aint the harpooneer
18 1t?

Oh no said he looking a sort of diabolically funny  the
harpooneer 1s a dark complexioned chap He never eats
dumplings he don t—he eats nothing but steaks and he Likes
e rare

‘The devil he does  says I Where 1s that harpooneer?
Is he here?

‘Hell be here afore long  was the answer

I could not help 1t, but I began to feel suspicious of this
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“dark complenoned” harpooneer At any rate I made up
my mnd that »f 1t so turned out that we should sleep to
gether be muct undress and get into bed before I did

Supper oser, the company went back to the bar room
when knowing not what else tc do with myself, I resolved
to spend the rest of the evening as a looker on

Presently a notmg nose was heard without  Starting
up, the landiord cned ‘ That s the Grampus s crew T seed
her reported m the ofning this morning  a three years voy
age and a full <p Hurrah boys now well have the
latest news from the Feegees

A tramping of sea boots was heard in the entry the door
was flung open and in rolled a wild set of marners enough
Enveloped in their shaggy watch coats and with therr heads
muffled 10 woollen comforters, all bedarned and ragged and
therr beards stff with icicles they seemed an eruption of
bears from Labrador They had just landed from their boat,
and this was the first house they entered No wonder then,
that they made a straight wake for the whale s mouth—the
bar—when the wrinkled hittle old Jonah there offictating
soon poured them out brimmers all round  One complained
of 2 bad cold 1n s head upon which Tonah mixed him a
tch like potion of gin and molasses which he swore was
1 <overesgn cure for all calds and catarrhs whatsoever never
mind of how long standing, or whether caught off the coast
of Labrador or on the weather side of an 1ce sland

‘The hiquor soon mounted into thewe heads as it generally
does even with the arrantest topers newly landed from sea
and they began capering about most obstreperou Iy

1 chserved however that one of them held somewhat
oloof and though he seemed desirous not to poil the hilarity
of his smpmates by lus own sober face yet upan the whole
he refrained from making as much nowe as the rest  Ths
man interected me at ence and since the sea gods had or
damed that he should soon become my shipmate (though
but 2 sleeping partner one so far as this narrative 1s con
cerned) T will here venture upon a hittle description of um
‘He stood full six feet 1n height with noble shoulders and 2
chest Like a coffer dam I have seldom seen such brawn iz a
man  His face was deeply brown and burnt, making hu
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white teeth dazzling by the contrast while m the deep
shadows of Ius eyes floated some rerumscences that did not
seem to give him much Joy His voice at once announced
that he was a Southerner and from his fine stature, I
thought he must be one of those tall mountaineers from the
Allegaman Ridge in Virgimta When the revelry of his com
pamons had mounted to its height this man shpped away
unobserved and I saw no more of him till he became my
comrade on the sea In a few munutes however, he was
missed by his shipmates and being 1t seems for some reason
a huge favorite with them they raised a cry of Bulkington!
Bulkmgton! wheres Bulkington?” and darted out of the
house 1n pursurt of him

Tt was now about mne oclock and the room seemng al
most supernaturally quiet after these orgies I began to
congratulate my<elf upon a little plan that had occurred to
me just previous to the entrance of the seamen

No man prefers to sleep two 1 a bed In fact you
would a good deal rather not sleep with your own brother
T don't Lnow how 1t 15 but people like to be private when
they are sleeping  And when 1t comes to sleeping with an
unhnown stranger 1nt a str.nge inn In a strange town and
that stranger a harpooneer then your objections ndefimtely
multiply Nor was there any earthly reason why I as a
salor should sleep two 1n a bed more than anybody else
for sailors no more sleep two 1o z bed at sea than bachelor
Rings do ashore  To be sure they all sleep together in one
apartment but you have your own hammoack and cover
yourself with your own blanket and sleep m your own skin

The more I pondered over this harpooneer the more T
abomnated the thought of sleeping with um Tt was farr
to presume that being 2 harpooneer his linen or woollen as
the case might be would not be of the thdiest certainly none
of the finest I begn to twitch all over Besides 1t was
getting Iate and my decent harpooneer ought to be home
and gong bedwards Suppo € mow he _hould tumble 1n
upon me at midmght—how could I tell from what vale ho
he had been commg?

*Landlord! Ive changed my mund about f
—1 shan t sleep with um T 1l try the bench here’
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“Just as you please Im sorry I cant spare ye a table
cloth for a mattress and it's a plaguy rough board here’ —
feehing ot the Lnots and notches ~ But wait a hit, Sknm
shander Ive got a carpenter s plane there i the bar—wait,
1 sav, and 11l make ye snug enough’ So aymng he pro-
cured the plane and with his old sl handherchief first
dustimg the bench vigorpuslv set to planing away at my
bed the while gnnming it e an ape  The shavings flew night
and left nil at last the plane iron came bump agamnst an
indestructible hnot  The landlord was near spraming s
wnst and I told lum for heaven s <ake to quit—the bed was
soft enough to smt me and I did not know how all the
plamng m the norld could make exder down of a pme plank
So gathenng up the <havings with another grin, and throw
ng them into the great stove 1 the middle of the room, he
went about hus business and left me m 2 brown study

1 now took the measure of the bench and found that st
was a foot too <hort but that could be mended with a
chair  But at was a oot too narrow and the otber bench
1 the room was about four inches higher than the planed
one—so there was no yoling them T then placed the first
bench lengthw: e slong the only clear space arminst the
wall leaving 2 Iittle interval between for my hach to settle
downin But I .oon found that there came .uch a draught
of cold arr over me from under the sill of the window, that
thus plan would never do at all especially a= another current
from the rckety door met the one from the window and
both together formed a .eres of <mall whirlwinds an the
immediate vicmity of the spot where I had thought to spend
the mght

The devil fetch that harpooneer thought I but top,
couldn t T stend 4 march on him—~bolt Yus door mnside and
jump into Ius bed not to be wakened by the most violent
Incchmps® It seemed no bad wdea but upon second
thoughts T dismissed 3t For who could tell but what the next
mormng <o soon as 1 popped out of the room, the har
pooneer rmght be standing 1 the entry all ready to knock
me down)

Stll locking round me agnn and seemg no pos.ble
chance of spending a sufferable mght unless 1n <ome other
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persons bed T began to think that after all I might be
cherishing unwarrantable prejudices against this unknown
harpooneer Thinhs I Tl wait awhile he must be dropping
1 before long 111 have a good look at him then and per
haps we may become )olly good bedfellows after all—there s
no telling
But though the other boarders kept coming 1n by ones,
twos and threes and gomg to bed yet no sign of my
harpoonger
¢Landlord! saxd I what sort of a chap 1s he—does he
always heep such late hours? It was mow hard upon
twelve oclo b
The Tandlord chuckled agamn with his lean chuckle and
seemed to be mightily tickled at something beyond my com
prehension No  he answered generally hes an earlhe
bird—ailev to bed and auley to nse—jyea hes the b
what catches the worm —But to mght he went out a ped
dhing you <ee and I dont ee what on airth Leeps him so
late unless may be he cant sell his head
Can t <ell his head?—W hat <ort of a bamboozingly story
15 this you are telling me? getting mto a towering rage
Do you pretend to say landlord that this harpooneer 1s
actually engrged this blessed Saturday might or rather Sun
day mormung n peddling lis head around this town?’
Thats prect ely it said the landlord and I told him
he couldnt ell 1t here the market s overstoched
With what?  shouted I
Yith heads to be sure amt there too many heads m
the world?
I tell you what 1t 15 landlord saxd T quate calmly
“you d better stop spinning that yarn to me—I m not green
May be not taking out a stich and whittling a tooth
pick  but I rayther guess youll be done brousr if that ere
harpooneer hears you 1 slandenin lis head
11l break 1t for mm smd T, now flying mnto a passion
agamn at this unaccountable farrago of the landlord s
Its broke aready .aid he
‘Brohe smid J— Broke do youmean?
Sartain and thats the very reason he cant sell
guess
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“Landlord,” said I, gomng up to him as cool as Mt Hecla
m a snow storm— landlord, stop whitthng You and T
wust understand one another and that too wathout delay
I come to your house and want a bed you tell me you can
only give me half a one, that the other half belongs to a
certan harpooneer And about this harpooneer, whom 1
have not yet seen vou persist in telhng me the most myst
fyng and exasperating stories, tending to beget 1n me an
uncomfortable feeling towards the man whom you design
for my bedfellow—a sort of connexion landlord which 1s
an intimate and confidential one 1n the highest degree 1
now demand of you to speak out and tell me who and what
this harpooneer 15 and whether I shall be 1n all respects safe
to spend the mght with lum  And m the first place you
will be 50 good as to unsay that story about selling his head
whichif true I tale to be good evidence that this harpooneer
1s stark mad, and I ve no :dea of sleeping with a madman,
and you st 3ou I mean landlord you sir by trying to
induce me to do o hnowingly would therebv render your
self liable to a criminal prosecution

‘Wall sad the landlord fetching a long breath  that’s
a purty long sarmon for a chap that nps a hittle now and
then But be easy be easy this here harpooneer I have been
telhn you of has just arrived from the south seas where he
bought up a lot of "balmed New Zealand heads (great curios,
you hnow) and hes sold all on em but one and that one
he s trymg to sell to mght cause to morrow s Sunday and 1t
would not do to be sellin’ humin heads about the .treets
when folks 1s goin to churches He wanted to last Sunday
but T stopped him just as he was goin’ out of the door with
four heads strung on a stang for all the airth like a string
of 1nions

This account cleared up the otherwise unaccountable mys
tery, and chowed that the landlord after all, had had no
dea of fooling me-—but at the same time what could I think
of a harpooneer who stayed out of a Saturday might clean
mto the holy Sabbath engaged 1n such a canmbal business
as <elling the keads of dead :dolators?

Depend upon 1t, landlord, that harpooneer 1s 2 dangerous
man ’
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“He pays reg'lar, was the rejoinder ‘But come 1t
a mice bed Sal and me slept mn that ere bed the mght
we were spliced Theres plenty of room for two to kick
about m that bed 1ts an almighty big bed that Why
afore we give it up Sal used to put ou Sam and lttle
Johnny 1 the foot of 1t But I got a dreaming and sprawl
ng about one mght and somehow Sam got pitched on the
floor and came mear breaking his arm  Arter that Sal
said 1t wouldn t do  Come along here III give ve a ghm
m a pfly,’ and so saying he lighted a candle and held 1t
towards me offering to lead the way But I stood irreso
lute when looking at a clock 1n the corner he exclaimed ‘I
vum 1t s Sunday—you wont see that harpooneer to night
he s come to anchor somewhere—come along then do come,
won ¢ ye come?

I considered the matter a moment and then up stairs we
went and I was ushered into & small room cold as a clam,
and furnished sure enough with a prodigious bed almost
big enough indeed for any four harpooneers to leep abreast

There saud the landlord placing the candle on a crazy
old sea chest that did double duty as a wash stand and
centre table there make yourself comfortable now and
good mght to ye ’ I turned round from eyeing the bed but
he had disappeared

Folding bach the counterpane I stooped over the bed
Though none of the most elegant 1t yet stood the scrutiny
tolerably well I then glanced round the room and besides
the bedstead and centre table could see no other furmiture
belonging to the place but a rude shelf the four walls and
a papered fireboard representing a man striking a whale  Of
things not properly belonging to the room there was 2 ham
mock lashed up and thrown upon the floor 1n one corner
al o a large seaman s bag contamning the harpooneer s ward
robe no doubt i lien of 2 land trunk Likewise tbere was
a parcel of outlandish bone fish hooks on the shelf over the
ggg place and a tall harpoon standing at the head of the

But what 15 this on the chest? T took 1t up and held it
close to the light and felt 1t, and smelt 1t and trred every
way possible to armve at some satisfactery conclusion con
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cermng 1t 1 can compare 1t te nothing but a large door
mat ornamented at the edges with little tinkhing tags some
thing ke the stamned porcupine quills round an Indian
moccasin There was a hole or slit 1n the middle of this
mat, as you see the same in South Amencan ponchos But
could 1t_be possible that any sober harpooneer would get
mto a door mat and parade tbe streets of any Christian
town m that ort of gmse? I put it on, to try 1t and st
weighed me down like 2 hamper being uncommonly shaggy
and thick, and T thought a little damp, as though this mvs~
1erious harpooneer had been weanng 1t of 2 ramy day I
went up in 1t to a bt of glass stuck against the wall and ¥
never saw such a sight n my hfe I tore myself out of 1t
1 such a hurry that T gave myself a hank i the nech

1 sat down on the side of the bed and commenced thmk
mg about this head peddling harpooneer and his door mat
After thinking some tune on the bed side T got up and took
off my monkey jachet and then stood mn the middle of the
room thinking T then took off my coat and thought a little
more it my shurt sleeves  But begmnang to feel very cold
now half undressed as I was and remembering what the
landlord <aid about the harpooneer s not coming home at
all that mght 1t bemg so very late I made no more ado
but jumped out of my pantaloons and boots and then blow
ng out the hight tumbied into bed and commended my<elf
to the care of heaven

Whether that mattress was stuffed with corncobs or broken
crockery there 1s no telhing but 1 rolled about a good deal,
and could not .leep for a long ume At last I shid off mnto a
light doze and had pretty nearly made a good offing towards
the fand of Nod when I heard a heavy footfall in the pas
sage, and <aw a ghmmer of Light come nto the room from
under the door

Lord save me thinks I that must be the harpooneer,
the fernal head peddler But 1 lay perfectly stull and re
solved not to sav a word til) spoken to  Holding a hight
one hand, and that 1dentical New Zealand head 1n the other,
the stranger entered the room and without looking towards
the bed placed his candle a good way off {rom me on the
floor m one comer and then began working away at the
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knotted cords of the large bag I before spoke of as being
m theroom T was all eagerness to see his face but he kept
1t averted for some time whide employed n unlacing the
bags mouth This accomplished however he turned round
—when good heavens what a sight! Such a face! It was
of a darh purphish yellow color here and there stuck over
with large blickish looking squares Yes its just as I
thought hes a terrible bedfellow hes been n a fight, gat
dreadfully cut and here he 1s, Just from the surgeon But
at that moment he chanced to turn his face so towards the
Iight that I plainly saw they could not be stiching plasters
at all those black squares on his cheehs They were stains
of some sort or other At first I hnew not what to make of
this but soon an mlling of the truth occurred to me 1
remembered a story of a white man—a whaleman too—who
falling among the cannibals had been tattooed by them I
concluded that this harpooneer 1n the course of his distant
voyages must have met with a simlar adventure And
what 1s 1t thought I after all’ Its only his outside a man
can be honest in anv sort of shin  But then what to make
of his unearthly complevion that part of 1t I mean lying
round about and completely independent of the squares of
tattooing  To be sure 1t mught be nothing, but a good coat
of tropical tapning  but I never heard of a hot sun s tanning
a white man 1nto a purplish yellow one However I had
never been in the South Seas and perhaps the sun there
produced these extraordinary effects upon the shin  Now
whle all these 1deas were passing through me Like hghtning
this harpooneer never noticed me at all  But after .ome
difficulty having opened his bag he commenced fumbling
m 1t and pre ently pulled out a sort of tomahawk and a
seal shin wallet with the hair on  Placing these on the old
chest 1n the middle of a room he then took the New Zealand
head—a ghastly thing enough—and crammed 1t down nto
the bag  He now took off his hat—a new beaver hat—
when I came migh singing out with fresh surprise  There
was no hatr on his head—none to speak of at least—nothing
but 2 small =calp knot twisted up on his forebead His bald
purphsh head now looked for all the world like 2 mildewea
shull Had not the stranger stood between me and the
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1 would have bolted out of 1t quicker than ever I bolted a
dinner

Even as it was I thought something of shpping out of
the window but 1t was the second floor back I am no
coward but what to make of this head peddhng purple
rascal altogether pas ed my comprebension  Ignorance 13
the parent of fear and bewng, completely nonplussed and con
founded about the stranger I confess I was now as much
afraid of tum as 1f 1t was the devil humself who had thus
brohen into my room at the dead of mght In fact, I was
5o afrard of him that 1 was not game enough just then to
address fam and demand a satsfactary answer concerning
what seemed mexplicable 1 him

Meanwhile he continued the busmess of undre sing and
at last showed ns chest and arms As Thne the.e covered
parts of him were checkered with the same squares as his
face tis back too was all over the same dark .quates he
seemed to have heen 1n a Thirty Years War, and just escaped
from 1t with a sticking plaster shirt  Stil more his very
legs wvere marhed as if o parcel of dark green frogs were
runnming up the trunks of young palms It was now quite
plamn that he must be some abomunable savage or other
shipped aboird of o whaleman m the South Seas, and so
{anded m tis Chri van country 1 quaked to think of it A
peddler of heads too-—perhaps the heads of his own brothers
He rught take a fancy to mine—heavens' look at that
tomahank?

But there was no time for shuddering for now the savage
went about something that completely fascinated my atten
tion and convinced me that he must indeed be 3 heathen
Going to hus heavy grego or wrapall or dreadnaught which
he had previously hung on a chair he furbled m the pockets,
and produced at length a cunous little deformed 1mage with
2 hunch on its back and exactly the color of a three days old
Congo babv  Remembering the embalmed head, at first I
almost thought that this black mamkin was a real baby
preserved 1t some symilar manner  But seeing that it was
not at all hmber and that it ghstened 2 good deal hle
pohished ebony 1 concluded that 1t must be nothng but a
wooden 1dal which imdeed 1t proved to be For now the
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savage goes up to the empty fire place and removing the
papered fire board sets up this hittle hunch backed mage,
Ike a tenpin between the andwrons The chimney jambs
and all the bricks mside were very sooty, so that I thought
this fire place made a very appropriate lttle shrine or
chapel for ns Congo 1dol

I now screwed my eyes hard towards the half hidden
image feeling but ill at ease meantime—to see what was
next to follow First he takes about a double handful of
shavings out of his grego pocket and places them carefully
before the 1dol then laymng a bit of ship biscwit on top and
applying the flame from the lamp he kindled the havings
1nto a sacnficial blaze  Pre ently after many hasty snatches
mto the fire and stll hastier withdrawals of his fingers
(whereby he seemed to be scorching them badly) he at last
succeeded 1o drawing out the biscurt then blowing off the
heat and ashes a hittle he made a polite offer of 1t to the
little negro  But the Iittle devil did not seem to fancy such
dry sort of fare at all he never moved his lips  All these
strange antics were accompamed by still stranger guttural
noises from the devotee who seemed to be praying in a sing
song or else snging some pagan psalmody or other during
which his face twitched about 1n the most unnatural manner
At last extinguishing the fire he took the 1dol up very un
ceremontously and bagged 1t agamn i hus grego pocket as
carelessly as 1f he were a <portsman bagging a dead wood
coch

All these queer proceedmngs mncreased my uncomfortable
ness and seemg him now exhibiting strong symptoms of
concluding his business operations and jumping mnto bed
with me I thought it was high time now or never before
the light was put out to breah the spell in which I had so
long been bound

But the interval I spent in dehberating what to say was
a fatal one Takmg up s tomahawk from the table he
examimned the head of 1f for an 1nstant and then holding 1t
to the ight with his mouth at the handle he puffed out
great clouds of tobacco smoke The next mement the hight#™
was extingusshed, and this wild canmbal tomahawk
tween his teeth sprang into bed with me I sang ¢ *

«

x
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could not help 1t now and giving a sudden grunt of aston
shment be began feehing me

Stammenng out something I hnew not what, I rofled
away from him aganst the wall, and then comjured him,
whoever or whatever he might be to heep quiet, and let me
get up and light the lamp agan  But his guttural responses
satisfied me at once that he but 1fl comprehended my mean
ng
‘Whoe debel you? —he at last smd—fyou mno
speak ¢ damme Ihille  And so saying the ighted toma
hawh began flourishing about me m the dark

Landlord, for Gods sale Peter Coffin'” shouted I
Landlordl  Watch!  Coffin!  Angels] save me!”

Speak-e! tell ce me who ee be or dam me, I hallel”
again growled the cannibal while s hornd flounishings of
the tomahanh scattered the hot tobacco ashes about me
till T thought my linen would get on fire  But thank heaven
at that moment the landlord came into the room hght in
haud and leaping from the bed 1 ran up to lum

“Dont be afraid now, aid he grnnng agam, ‘ Quee~
queg here wouldn t harm a har of your head *

¢ Stop your grimmng ' shouted I  and why didnt you
tell me that that infernal harpooneer was a canmbal?

“I thought ve knowd 1t —didnt I tell ye, be was a
peddhiin heads around town?—but turn flukes agan and
20 to sleep  Queequey, look here—you sabbee me I sabbee
you—this man sleepe vou—yon sabbee? !

‘Me sabbee plenty —grunted Queequeg puffing away at
his pipe and sitting up 1 bed

“You gettee m * he added motioming to me with his toma
hawl and throwing the clothes to one side  He really did
this 1 1ot only a il but a really kmd and charitable way
T stood loo}ing at im a moment  For all his tattooings he
was on the whole a clean comely loohing cinnibal  What s
all thts fuss I have been maling about thought I to myself
—the mans 2 human bemny wst as T am  he has just as
quch reason to fear me as I bave to be afraid of him
Better sleep with a <ober canmbal than a drunken Chrr ban

¢Landiord ” axd I ‘tell him to stash hus tomahawk thete
ot pipe or whatever you call 1t tell tum to stop smoking
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m hort, and I will turn 1 with huim  But I dont fancy
having 2 man smoking n bed with me Its dangerous
Besides I amnt msured ’

This beng told to Queequeg he at once complied and
agamn pohitely motioned me to get into bed—ruvlling over te
one side as much as to say—I won t touch a leg of ye

Good might Jandlord” sard I you may go

1 turned 1n, and never slept better mn my hfe

CHAPTER 1V
THE COUNTERPANE

Uron wahing next mornng about dayhght T found Queq
queg s arm thrown over me in the most loving and affectton
ate manner You had almost thought I had been lis wife
The counterpane was of patchwork full of odd httle part:
colored squares and triangles and this arm of his tattooed
all over with an interminable Cretan labyrinth of a figure
no two parts of which were of one prect ¢ shade—owimng I
suppose to his I eeping his arm at  ea unmethodically 1n sun
and shade s shirt sleeves uregutarly rolled up at various
ttmes—this same arm of his I say looked for all the world
Iike a strip of that same patchwork quilt Indeed partly
Iying on 1t as the arm did when T first anoke I could hardly
tell 1t from the quilt they o blended their hues together
and 1t was only by the sense of weight and pressure that I
could tell that Queequeg was hugging me

My sensations were strange  Let me try to explamn them
When I was a child I well remember a somewhat sumlar
arcum tance that befell me whether 1t was a reality or a
dream I never could entwrely settle The circumstance was
this I had been cutting up ome caper or other—I think
1t was trymng to crawl up the chimney as I had seen a little
sweep do a few days previous and my stepmother who
somehow or other was all the time whipping me or sending
me to bed supperless —my mother dragged me by the legs
out of the chimney and pached me off to bed though 1t was
only two oclock m the afterncon of the zist June the
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longest day in the vear i our hermisphere I felt dreadfully
But there was no help for 1t, so up stairs I went to my
hitle room 1m the third floor undressed myself as slowly as
possible so as to Mill ime and with a bitter sigh got between
the sheets

1 lay there dismally calculating that sisteen entire hours
must elapse before I could hope for a resurrection  Stxteen
hours m bed! the small of my back ached to thmh of 1t
And 1t was so light too, the sun shining 1n at the window,
and a great rattling of coaches m the streets, and the sound
of gay voices all over the house T felt worse and worse—
at lat [ got up dressed, and softly going down in my
stochinged feet Saught out my stepmother and suddenly
threw myself at her feet beseeching her as a particular
favour to gmve me a good shppenng for my mishehaviour
anything indeed but condemming me to le abed such an
unendurable Jength of time But she was the best and
most conscientious of tepmothers and back I had to go
to ty voam  Fac several haucs T lay there brasd awnake
ferhng a great deal worse than I have ever done ssnce even
from the greatest subsequent misfortunes At last I must
ave fallen mto a troubled nightmare of a doze and slowly
waking from it—hall steeped i dreams—I opened my
eyes and the before sunlit room was now wrapped
outer darkness Instantly I felt a shock runnmg through
all mv frame nothing was to be een and nothipg was to
be heard but a supernatural hand seemed placed 1n mne
My arm hung over the counterpane and the nameless un
imagmable; silent form or phantom to which the hand
belonged <cemed closely eated by my bedside For what
seemed ages piled on ages 1 lay there frozen with the most
awful fears nat danng to drag away my hand yet ever
thinking that 1f T could but stir 1t one single inch the hornd
spell would be broken I knew not how this consciousness
at la t ghided away from me but waling 1n the mormng
I shuddenngly remembered 1t all and for days and weehs
and months afterwards I Jost myself i confounding at
tempts to explam the mystery Nay to this very hour,
1 often puzzle myself with it

Now take away the awful fear and my _ensations at
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feeling the supernatural hand 1n mne were very similar,
mn their strangeness to those which I experienced on waking
up and seemg Queequegs pagan arm thrown round me
But at length all the past might s events soberly recurred
one by one n fixed reality and then I lay only alve to
the comrcal predicament For though I tried to move his
arm—unlock his bridegroom clasp—yet sleepng as he
was he still hugged me tightly as though naught but death
should part us twan I now strove to rouse him—
Queequeg! —but Tus only answer was a snore 1 then
rolled over my neck feeling as if 1t were m a horse
collar, and suddenly felt a shight scratch Throwing aside
the counterpane there lay the tomahawk sleeping by the
savages side as if it were a hatchet faced baby A pretty
pickle truly thought I abed here mn a strange house in
the broad day with a canmbal and a tomahawk' Quee-
quegl—1n the name of goodness Queequeg wakel’ At
length by dmnt of much wrigglng and loud and incessant
expostulations upon the unbecormngness of his hugging a
fellow male in that matrimontal sort of style I succeeded 1n
extracting a grunt and presently he drew back his arm
hook himself all over Iihe a Newfoundland dog just from
the water and sat up mn bed stiff as a pike staff looking
at me and rubbing his eyes as if he did not altogether
remember how I came to be there though a dim conscious
ness of knowing something about me seemed slowly dawning
over im Meanwhile I lay quetly eyemng im having no
sertous misgruings now and bent upon narrowly observing
so curious a creature  VWhen at last s mind seemed made
up touching the character of his bedfellow, and be became
as 1t were reconciled to the fact he jumped out upon
the floor and by certain signs and sounds gave me to
understand that 1f it pleased me ke would dress first and
then leave me to dress afterwards leaving the whole apart
ment 1o myself Thinhs I Queequeg under the arcum
stances this 15 a very civilized overture but the truth 1s
these savages have an innate sense of delicacy say what
you will 1t 15 marvellous how essentially polite they are
I pay thts particular compliment to Queequeg because he
treated me with so much awvility and consideration whd&
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You could pretty plamly tell how long each one had
been ashore This young fellow’s healthy cheel. 15 like a
sun toasted pear m hue and would seem to smell almost
as musky he cannot have been three days landed from hus
Indian voyage That man next him looks a few shades
fghter you mught say a touch of satn wood 1s m jum
In the complexion of a third still lingers a tropic tawn,
but shghtly bleached withal ke doubtless has tarued
whole weeks ashore But who could show a cheek like
Queequeg? which batred with various tints seemed lke
the Andes’ western slope to how forth m one array, cor
trasting climates zone by zone

‘Grub ho' now cried the landlord flinging open 2
door, and 1n we went to breakfast

They say that men who have seen the world, thereby
become quite at ease 1 manner quite self possessed In
company Not always though Ledyard the great Nev
England traveller and Mungo Park the Scotch ame, of
all men they possessed the least assurance m the parlor
But perhaps the mere crossing of Siberia 1n a sledge drawn
by dogs as Ledvard did or the taking 2 long sohtary walk
on an empty stomach m the negro heart of Africa which
was the sum of poor Mungos performances—this hind of
travel T say may not be the very best mode of attamng
a high social polish  Sull for the most part, that sort of
thing 1s to be had anvwhere

These reflections just here are occasioned bv the crcum
stance that after we were all <eated at the table and I was
prepanng to hear ome good .tories about whaling to my
no small surptise nearly every man maitained a profound
silenre  And not only that, but they looked embarrassed
Yes here were a set ot sea dogs, many of whom witbout
the shightest bashfulness had boarded great whales on the
gh seas—entire strangers to them—and duelled them
dead without winking and yet here they sat at a socal
breakfast table—all of the same calling all of kindred
tastes~loohing round as sheepishly at each other as though
they had never been out of sight of some sheepfold among
the Creen Mountains A curious sight, these bashful bears,
these tiond warnor whalemen!
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But as for Queequeg—why Queequeg sat there ymong
them—at the head of the table too 1t so chanced ag cqol
asaniciele  To be sure I cannot say much for his breedn
His greatest admurer could not have cordially justified s
bringing his harpoon into breakfast with him and uypg 3t
there without ceremony reaching over the table with 1t ¢o
to the immunent jeopardy of many heads and grapplhing
the beefs eaks towards him  But that was certamly yery
coolly done by lim and every one hnows that m megt
peoples estimation to do anything coolly 1 fo do it
genteelly

e will not speah of all Queequegs pecuharities here
how he eschewed coffee and hot rolls and apphed hig ypn
divided attention to beefsteaks done rare Enough that
when breakfast was over he withdrew like the rest ypto
the public room Dighted Ius tomahawk pipe and was stting
there quetly digesting and smoking with his mseparable
hat on when I sallied out for a stroll

CHAPTER VI
THE STREET

Ir I had been astonished at first catching a ghmpse of so
outlandish an indwidual as Queequeg circulating among the
polte <ociety of a civilized town that astonishment soon
departed upon taking my first daylight strofl through the
streets of New Bedford

In thoroughfares migh the docks any considerable geq
port will frequently offer to view the queerest looking nppde
scripts from foreign parts  Even in Broadway and Chestyyt
streets Mediterranean mariners will sometimes jostle the
affnighted ladies Regent Street 1s not unknown to Lagcars
and Malays and at Bombay in the Apollo Green Je
Yankees have often scared the natives But New Bedford
beats all Water Street and Wapping  In these last men
tioned haunts you ee only salors but mn New Bedford .
actual canmbals stand chatting at street corners
outnght many of whom yet carry an therr
flesh It males a stranger stare
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But, besides the Feegeeans Tongatobooatrs, Erromang
goans P: and Brigt and, besides the
wild of the whal raft which ded reel
about the streets you will see other sights stul more
curious certamnly more commcal There weekly arnve mn
this town scores of green Vermonters and New Hampshire
men, all athirst for gan and glory i the fishery They
are mostly young of stalwart frames fellows who have
felled forests, and now seck to drop the axe and snatch the
whale lance  Many are as green as the Green Mountans
whence they came In some things you would think them
but a few hours old Look there! that chap strutting round
the corner He wears a beaver hat and swallow tailed
coat grdled with a sulor belt and a sheath kmfe Here
comes another with a ou wester and a bombazme cloak

No town bred dandy will compare with a country bred
one—I mean a downnight bumphkin dandy—a fellow that,
in the dog-days will mow his two acres in buckskin gloves
for fear of tannmg his hands Now when a country dandy
bike this takes 1t nto his head to make a distingwshed
reputation and joms the great whale fishery you should
see the cormcal things he does upon reaching the seaport
In bespealing his sea outfit he orders bell buttons to s
waistcoats  traps to his canvas trowsers Ah poor Hay
Seed! how bitterly will burst tho e straps in the first
howling gale when thou art driven straps buttons and
all_down the throat of the tempest

But think not that this famous town ha only harpooneers,
canmbals and bumpkins to show het visttors  Not at all
Sull New Bedford 1s a queer place Had 1t not been for
us whalemen that tract of land would ths day perhaps
have been 1n as howling condition as the coast of Labrador
As it 1s parts of her back country are enough to frighten
one, they look so bony The town itself 1s perhaps the
dearest place to live iz 1n all New England It 15 a land
of all, true enough but not like Canaan 2 land also of
corn and wine The streets do not run with milh  nor n
the spring time do they pave them with fresh eggs  Yet,
m spite of this nowhere m all America will you find more
patrician ke houses parks and gardens more opulent,
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than m New Bedford Whence came they? how planted
upon this once scraggy scona of a country?

Go and gaze upon the 1ron emblematical harpoons round
yonder lofty mansion, and your question will be answered
Yes, all these brave houses and flowery gardens came
from the Atlantic Pacific, and Indian oceans One and
all they were harpooned and dragged up hither from the
bottom of the sea Can Herr Alevander perform a feat
Like that?

In New Bedford fathers they say grve whales for
dowers to thewr daughters, and portion off their nieces with
4 few porpoises apece You must go to New Bedford
to see a brithant wedding for they say they have reservoirs
of o1l 1 every hou e and every mght recklessly burn therr
lengths 1n spermacet: candles

In summer time the town 15 sweet to see full of fine
maples—long avenues of green and gold And m August
high m air the beautiful and bountiful horse chestnuts
candelahra wise proﬂ‘et the passer by therr tapering upright
cones of So 15 art
which 1n many a dmnct uf New Bedford has superinduced
bright terraces of flowers upon the barren refuse rocks
thrown aside at creation s final day

And the women of New Bedford they bloom Lke thexr
own red ro es But ro es only bloom in summer whereas
the fine carnation of thewr cheeks 1s perenmal as sunhght i
the seventh heavens Llsewhere match that bloom of theirs
ye cannot save m Salem where they tell me the young
giels breathe such mush their salor sweethearts smell
them mules off hore as though they were drawing migh
the odorous Moluccas nstead of the Puritamic sands

CHAPTER VII
THE CHAPEL

In the same New Bedford there stands a Whaleman’s
Chapel and few are the moody fishermen shortly bound
for the Indian Ocean or Pacific who fail to make a Sunda)ﬂ‘
visit to the spot I am sure that I did not
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Returning from my first morning stroll I agamn sallied
vut upon this special errand  The shy had changed from
clear sunny cold to driving sleet and must Wrapping
myself m my shaggy jacket of the cloth called bearskin
1 fought my way against the stubborn storm Entering 1
found a small scattered congregation of satlors, and sailors’
wves and widows A muffled silence reigned only broken
at times by the shrieks of the storm  Fach silent worshipper
seemed purposely sitting apart from the other as if each
silent grief were insular and incommunicable The chaplain
had not yet arrived and there these silent islands of men
and women sat steadfastly eyemng several marble tablets
with black borders ma<oned nto the wall on either side
the pulpit  Three of them ran something like the following
but I do not pretend to quote —

SACRED
Te Tne MEMORY

of
JOHN TALBOT
Who_at the sge of eighteen was last overboard
Near the Isle of Desolation off Patagomia
November 15t 1336
THL TABLET
s erected to his Memory

BY OIS SISTZR

SACRED
Ta TnE MEMorT

ROBFRT LONG WILLIS ELLERY
NATHAN COLEMAN WALTER CANNY SETH MACY
AND SAMUEL GLFIG
Forming oue of the boats crews

or
THF SHIP ELIZA
‘Who were towed qut of uight by a Whale
On the on- Gmund i the

Dmnlm sm 1839
THIS MARBLE
Is here placed by ther surviing
SHIPMATES
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SACRED
To ToE MEMORY
or
The late

CAPTAIN EZERIEL HARDY
Who 1n the bows of his boat was Klled by a
Sperm Whale on the coast of Japan
August 3d 1833
THIS TABLET
Ts erected to hus Memory

Y
nIs WIDOW

Shaking off the sleet from my ice glazed hat and jachet
I seated myseli near the door and turnmng sideways was
surpr1 ed to see Queequeg near me  Affected by the
solemnity of the scene there was a wondering gaze of
mcredulous curiosity mn his countenance This savage was
the only per on present who seemed to notice my entrance
because he was the only one who could not read and there
jore was not reading these frigid mscriptions on the wall
Whether any of the relatives of the seamen whose names ap
peared there were now among the congregation 1 knew not
but so many are the unrecorded accidents i the fishery
and so plamly did several women present wear the counte
nance i not the trappings of some unceasing grief that I
feel sure that here before me were a sembled those 1n
whose unhealing hearts the sight of those bleak tablets
sympathetically caused the old wounds to bleed afresh

Oh' ye whose dead lie buried beneath the green grass
who standing among flowers can ay-—here kere hes my
beloved ye know not the decolation that broods 1n bosoms
lke these What bitter blanks in those black bordered
marbles which cover no ashes' What despatr m those
immovable mscripions!  What deadly voids and unbidden
infidehittes 1n the lines that seem to gnaw upon all Faith
and refu e resurrections to the bengs who have placelessly
perished without a grave As well might those tablets
stand m the cave of Elephanta as here

In what census of living creatures the dead of mankind
are mcladed whv 1t 1s that a_ymver<al proverb says of
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Jadder which bemg 1tself mcely headed and stamed with
a mahogany color the whole contrivance considering what
manner of ‘chapel 1t was, seemed by no means mn bad taste
Halting for an mnstant at the foot of the ladder, and with
both hands grasping the omamental knobs of the man
ropes Father Mapple cast a look upwa ds and then with
a truly sailor like but still reverential dexterity, hand over
hand mounted the steps as if ascending the mamn top of his
vessel

‘The perpendicular parts of this side ladder as 15 usually
the case with swinging ones were of cloth covered rope
only the rounds were of wood so that at every step there
was a jomt At my first ghmpse of the pulpit, 1t had not
escaped me that however convenient for a ship these jomts
in the present mstance seemed unnecessary For I was
not prepared to see Father Mapple after gaiming the height
slowly turn round and stooping over the pulpit deliberately
drag up the ladder step by step till the whole was deposited
within leaving him ympregnable 1n his hittle Quebec

J pondered some tupe without fully comprebending the
reason for this  Father Mapple enjoyed such a wide repu
tation for smcenty and sanctity that I could not suspect
lum of courting notoniety by any mere tricks of the stage
No thought I there must be some sober rea on for ths
thing furthermore 1t must symbolize something unseen
Can st be then that by that act of physical 1solation he
signifies s spiritual withdrawal for the time from all
outward worldly ties and c ? Yes for replenished
with the meat and wine of the word to the faithful man of
God this pulpit I see 1s a self contaming -tronghold-—a
lofty Ehrenbreitstein with 1 perenmal well of water within
the walls

But the mde ladder was not the only stringe featute of
the place borrowed from the chaplains former sea farings
Between the marble cenotaphs on either hand of the pulpit
the wall which formed 1its back was adorned with 2 large
painting repre enting a gallant ship beating against a ter
rible storm off a lee coast of black rocks and snowy breakers
But high above the flying scud and dark rolling clouds
there floated a Iittle sle of sunlipht from which beamed




THE SERMOV 39

forth an angels face and this bright face shed a distant
spot of radrance upon the ship s tossed dech <omething Iike
that siver plate now 1n erted into the Victorys plank
where Nelcon fell ‘Ah noble ship the angel seemed to
say beat on beat on thou noble ship and bear a hardy
helm for lo! the sun 15 breahing through the clouds are
rolling offi—serenest azure 1s at hand

Nor was the pulpit 1tself wrthout a trace of the same
sea taste that had achieved the ladder and the prcture  Its
panelled front was m the ltheness of a ships bluff bows
and the Holy Bible rested on a projecting piece of acroll
work fa hioned after a ships fiddle headed beak

What could be more full of meamng?—for the pulpit 15
ever this earths foremost part all the rest comes 1n s
rear the pulpit leads the world From thence 1t 15 the
storm of Gods quick wrath 1s first descried and the bow
must bear the eathest brunt From thence 1t 1s the God
of breezes fair or foul 1s first mvoked for favorable winds
Yes the world s a ship on 1ts pas<age out and not a voyage
complete and the pulpit 1s s prow

CHAPTER I
THE SERMON

Fatuzg MarpLE roce and in a mld vorce of unassuming
authority ordered the scattered people to condense  Star
board gangway there! side away to larboard—larboard
gargway to starboard! Midships! mudships!

‘There was a low rumbling of heavy sea boots among the
benches and a still shghter shuffing of womens <hoes
and all was quet agan and every eye on the preacher

He paused a lttle then kneehng in the pulpits bows
folded his large brown hands across his chest uplifted
his cloced eyes and offered a prayer so deeply devout that
he seemed hneeling and praying at the bottom of the sea

This ended 1 prolonged solemn tones like the continual
toling of a bell 1 a ship that 15 founderng at ea 1n a
fog—n such tones he ¢ d reading the foll

1
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hymn  but changing his manner towards the conchuding
stanzas burst forth with a peabing exultation and joy—

“Tb ribs and terrony m the whale
Arched over me a dusezal gloom,

While ali Gods sun bt waves zolled be
And Wit ma deepemun dawn (o doom.

“f saw th operunz maw of el
WNih oxdess pawms snd <ormoss there
Which none but they that feel can tell—

Of I was plunging to Bepat

“To back ditres. 1 called oy God
When ¥ sould scsree bebeve hum mune

He bowed s ear to mv complutate
o more the whale d.d me confine

“WWith speed he flew to my rehel
As on a radunt dolpbin borne
Awful yot bnght as I htawe shone
The face of wy Deliverer God.

Ay son~ for exer hall recard
That tesmbe that g tul hour
T gne the glom to ey
s all the merer and the power ”

Neardy all romed i sinmng this hvms whicl swelled hugh
abose the howhnz of the torm A bnef pause ensued the
preacher <Jowh turned mer the leaves of the Bible and
atdat joldme his hand down upon the proper page sud

Beloved bipmates chinch the tast verse of the first chapter
of Jonah— And God had prepared a great fish to swallow
up En:xh

thiv book  « onhy four chapters—
four \arns—s one of the smallect <trands i the mughty
cable of the Reriptures  Yet what depths of the soul Jonshs
deep ealire caund what 3 p eenant fesom 1o us s thes
proplet’ What a roWe 0o > that cantidde m the fishs
belt] How biflow lihe ard borterou h mrand We feel
{ke flond  urmng orer us we ound with him to the Lelpy
bottom of the waters <ea weed and all the shme of the
«ea 1> about us' Bur rkat 15 ths lesson that the book
of Jonah teaches? Shipmates at 15 a two-stranded Jesson
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a lesson to us all as sinful men, and a lesson to me as a
pilot of the hving God As sinful men, 1t 15 a lesson to
us all, because 1t 1s a story of the sin hard heartedness
suddenly awakened fears the swaft punishment, repentance
prayers and finally the deliverance and joy of Jonah As
with all sinners among men the sm of this son of Amuttar
was 1 lis wilful disobedtence of the command of God—
never mind now what that command was or how conveyed
—which he found 2 hard command But all the things that
God would have us do are hard for u to do—remember
that—and hence he oftener commands us than endeavors
to persuade  And 1f we obey God we must disobey our
selves and 1t 15 m this disobeying ourselves, wherein the
hardness of obeymng God consists

With this sin of disobedience mn him Jonah still further
flouts at God by .eeking to flee from Him He thinks
that a ship made by men will carry him into countries
where God does not reign but only the Captans of this
earth He shulks about the wharves of Joppa and seeks a
ship thats bound for Tarshish There lurks perhaps a
Iutherto unheeded meaning here By all accounts Tarshish
could have been no other aty than the modern Cadiz
Thats the opinon of learned men And where 1s Cadiz,
shipmates? Cadiz 35 m Spain  as far by water from
Joppa as Jonzh could posstbly have sailed in those ancient
days when the Atlantic was an almost unknown sea Be
cause Joppa the modern Jaffa shipmates 15 on the most
easterly coast of the DMediterranean the Svran and
Tarshish or Cadiz more than two thousand mile to the
westward from that just outside the Straits of Gibraltar
See ye not then shipmates that Jonah <ousht to flee world
wide from God? Muerable man' Oh' mo t contemptible
and worthy of all scorn with louched hat and wuilty eye,
skulhing from his God prowling among the hipping hie
2 wile burglar hastening to cross the seas So di ordered,
self condemniny, 1s his Jook that had there been policemen
m those days Jonah on the mere suspicion of something
wrong had been arrested ere he touched a deck How
plamnly hes a fugitive! no baggage not 2 hat hox valise
or carpet bag-—no friends accompany him to the wharf



4 MOBY DICK

wmith their adiewx At last, after much dodging search he
finds the Tarshish ship receiving the last items of her
cargo and a he steps on board to see its Captain in the
<abm all the smlors for the moment desist from howsting
in the goods to mark the strangers ewil eve Jonah sces
this, but m vam he tries to look all ease and confidence
n vain essays his wretched smile  Strong mtuitions of the
@an as ure the mariners he can be no mnocent In ther
gamesome but still serous way one whispers to the other—
‘Jack hes robbed a widow * or, Joe do you mark him
hes a bigamist  or Harry lad I guess hes the adulterer
that broke jail m old Gomorrah or belile one of the mis ing
murderer from Sodom  Another runs to read the hill
that s stuch agamst the spile upon the wharf to which the
smp 13 moored offenng ﬁve hundred gold coins for the
a description
of huis person He reads and looks from Jonah to the il
while all hus sympathetic shipmates now crowd round Jonah
prepared to lay therr hands upon him  Frighted Jonazh
trembles and summomnng all s boldness to his face only
Tooks <o much the more a coward He will not confess
fumself suspected but that itself 15 strong suspicron  So
he makes the best of 1t and when the sailors find him not
to be the man that is advertised, they let mm pass, and he
deecend 1nto the cabn

‘Who » there?’ cries the Captam at his busv de L,
hurriedly making out his papers for the Customs—Whos
there?  Oh! how that harmles question mangles Jonah!
For the nstant he almost turns to flee agam But he
~ralhes ‘I eel a passare mn this ship to Tarstish how
sul ye sir® Tk “ the busy Captain had not

1 up to Jonah t} the man now stands hefore
but no sooner do rear that hollon vowce than
w 1 STutmzin ‘We sail with the next

_ tde’ at last -~ stll intently eye
‘No sooner, s0n enough for any honest

waat goes a p +! Jonah, thats another
But he smiftly s the Captan from that
Tl sail with — the passage momey

b 15 that?—1 Tor 1t 15 particulariy
M
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written, shipmates, as 1f it were a thing not to be ove looked
i this history, ‘that he paid the fare thereof ere the
craft did sml  And taken with the context, this s full
of meaning

Now Jonahs Captain shipmates, was one whose dis
cernment detects crime m any but whose cupdity exposes
1t only 1n the penmless In this gyorld shipmates, sin that
pays its way can travel freely and without a pas port
whereas Virtue 1f a pauper 1s stopped at all frontiers So
Jonahs Captan prepares to test the length of Jonahs
purse ere he judge him openly He charges him thrice
the usual sum and 1its assented to Then the Captain
knows that Jonah 1s a fugitive but at the same time re
solves to help a flight that paves its rear with gold Yet
when Jonah farly takes out lus purse prudent suspicions
still molest the Captan  He nings every com to find a
counterfeit Not a forger any way he mutters and Jonah
1s put down for his passage Point out my state room Sir
says Jonah now Im travel weary I need sleep  Thou
look’st ike 1t ays the Captan theres thy room Jonah
enters and would lock the door but the lock contamns no
key Heaning him foolishly fumbling there the Captan
laughs lowly to himself and mutters omething abeat the
doors of convicts’ cells bemg never allowed to be locked
within Al dressed and dusty as he 1s Jonah throws
himself 1nto hus berth and finds the Irttle state room ceiling
almost resting on hus forehead The air 15 close and Jonah
gasps  Then in that contracted hole, unk too beneath
the ship s water line Jonah feels the heralding presentiment
of that stiling hour when the whale hall hold hun 1n the
smalle t of his bowels wards

‘Screwed at its axis agamnst the side a swingmg lamp
shightly oscillates in Jonahs room and the ship heeling
over tonards the wharf with the weight of the last bales
recesved the lamp flame and all though i shght motion
stll mamtains 3 permanent obliquity with reference to the
room though :n truth infalibly straght isell it but
made obvious the fal e lying levels among which 1t hung
The lamp alarms and frightens Jonmah as lymg m
berth his tormented eyes roll round the place and

-
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thus far successtul fugmtive finds no refuge for s restless
glance  But that contradiction m tne lamp more and more
appals hun  The floor, the ceing and the side, are all
awry Oh! so my conscience hangs m me!’ he groans
istraight upward o 1t burns but the chambers of my woul
are all m crookedness!’
‘Like one who after ajmght of drunhen revelry hies to
. his bed still recling but with conscience yet pnchmng him
as the plunzings of the Roman race horse but so much
the more trike g sieel tags mnto him  as one who n that
rmserable phght stdl turns and turns mm giddy angwsh,
praying God for annthulation untf the fit he passed and
at 1ast amd the whirl of woe he feels a deep stupor steals
over im ns over the man who bleeds to death for con
scrence 15 the waund and there s naught to taunch it so
after ore wresthngs in hus berth Jonahs prodigy of pon
derous m1 erv drags him drowming down to sleep
Ard now the time of tide has come the hip casts off
her cables and from the deserted wharf the uncheered
ship for Tar ht b all careening ghdes to sea  That ship
my friend= was the fir t of recorded smugglers! the con
traband was Jomah But the ea rebels he will not bare
the wiched burden A dreadful storm comes on the ship
15 Ihe to breah  But now when the boatswam calls all
hands to hghten her when botes bales and jars are
clattenng overboard when the wind s hriehing and the
men are velhing and every plank thunders with trampling
feet night over Jonahs head an all this ragmg tumalt
Jomah leeps his ndeous sleep  He sees no black shy and
raging seax feels not the resling timbers and httle hears \
he or heeds he the far rush of the rghty whale, which
even now with open mouth 1s cleaving the seas after um
Ase hipmates Jonah was gone down mto the sides of
the ip—a berth m the cabin a5 T have taken 3t and was
fast a Jeep  But the frightened master comes to him and
shrieks m ts dead ear Wihat meanest thou O sheeper!
arce!  Startled from s lethargy by that dwreful cry,
Jonah staggers to hts feet and stumbling to the ded
grasps a_ hroud to laok out upon the sea But at that
maoment he Is sprung upon by a panther billow leaping over
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the bulvarks Vave atter wave thus leaps into the ship
and finding no speedy vent runs roaring fore and aft, till
the marnners come migh to drowning while yet afloat And
ever, as the white moon shows her affighted face from
the steep gullies i the blackness overhead aghast Jomab
sees the rearing bow<prit pomnting high upward but soon
beat downward again towards the tormented deep

Terrors upon terrors run shouting through his soul In
all his cringing attritudes the God fugitine 15 now too
plainly known The salors mark him more and more
certain grow thewr suspicions of him and at last fully
to test the truth by referring the whole matter to high
Heaven they fall to casting lots to see for whose caue
this great tempest was upon them The lot 15 Jonahs that
discovered then how furiously they mob him with their
questions  Vwhat 15 thine occupation? T hence comest
thou? Thy country? What people? But mark now my
shipmates the behavior of poor Jonah The eager manners
but askh him who he 15 and where from whereas they nor
only recene an answer to those questions but lhew: e
another answer to 2 question not put by them but the
unsolicited answer 1s forced from Jonah by the hard hand
of Ged that 1s upon hum

I am a Hebren, he cries—and then—1I fear the Lord

the God of Heaven who hath made the sea and the drv
land! Fear im O Jonah? Aye well mightest thou fear
the Lord God then! Straightway he now goes on to make
a full confession whereupon the mariners became more and
more appalled but still are pitiful  For when Jonah not
yet cupphcating God for mercy nce he but too well knew
the darhness of his deserts —when wretched Jonah cries
out to them to take him and cast lum forth sto the sea
for he hnew that for Ais sake this great tempest was upon
them they mercifully turn from him and seek by other
means to <ave the ship  But all n san  the indignant
gale howls louder then with one hand rat ed mnvohngly
to God with the other they not unreluctantly lay hold
of Jonah

“And now behold Jonah taken up as an anchor and
dropped 1nto the sea when instantly an oily calmness floats
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out from the east and the sea 1s sull as Jonan carnes
down the gale with him, leaving smooth water behind He
goes down n the whirhing heart of such a masterless com
motion that he scarce heeds the moment when he drops
seething nto the yawning jaws awaiting bim  and the whale
shoots to all lus svory teeth, like so many whte bolts,
upon his prison  Then Jonah prayed unto the Lord out of
the fishs belly But oberve his prayer and learn a
weighty lesson  For sinful as he 15 Jonah does not weep
and wail for direct deliverance He feels that hus dreadful
pumshment 1s just He leaves all his deliverance tu God
contenting himself with this that pite of all his pains and
pangs he will still look towards His holy temple And
bhere shipmates 15 trie and faithiul repentance not
clamorous for pardon but grateful for pumshment And
how pleauing to God was this conduct 1 Jonah 1s shown
m the eventual dehverance of lum from the sea and the
whale Shipmates I do not place Jonih before you to be
copied for his sin but T do place hum before vou as a model
for repentance  Sin not but if you do take heed to repent
of 1t like Jonah

While he was speaking the e word the bowling of the
shrielung slanting storm without eemed to add new power
to the preacher who when describing Jonahs sea storm
seemed tossed by a storm himseli Hi» deep chest heaved
as with a ground swell his tos ed arms eemed the warnng
elements at worh and the thunders that rolled away from
off Ing swarthy hrow and the light leaping from his eye
made 2! his simple Learers look on him with a quick fear
that was trange to them

Thete now came a lull 1n his Jook as he silently turned
over the leaves of the Bool once more and at last standing
motwonle s with closed eyes for the moment seemed com
muning with God and himself

But again he leaned over towards the people and bowing
s head lowly with an aspect of the deepest yet manhest
humibty he pake these words

Shipmates God has laid but one hand upon you both

his hands press upon me I have read ye by what murky
Lght mav he mune the lesson that Jobah teaches to all
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stnners and therefore to ye and still more to me for I
am a greater sinner than ye And now how gladly would
I come down from this mast head and sit on the batches
there where you sit and Lsten as you hsten, while some
one of you reads sme that other and more awful lesson which
Jonah teaches to me as a pilot of the Ining God How
beng an anointed pilot prophet or speaker of true things
and bidden by the Lord to ound those unwelcome truths
m the ears of 2 wiched Nimevah Jonah appalled at the
hostility he should raise fled from his mussion and sought
to escape his duty and his God by taking ship at Joppa
But God 15 everywhere Tarshish he never reached As
we have seen God came upon him 1n the whale and swal
lowed lim down to lving gulis of doom and with swift
slantings tore him along 1mto the mudst of the seas where
the eddying depths sucked him ten thousand fathoms down
and the weeds were wrapped about his head and all the
watery world of woe bowled over um  Yet even then
beyond the reach of any plummet— out of the belly of
hell —when the whale grounded upon the oceans utmost
bones even then God heard the engulphed repenting
prophet when he cied  Then God spahe unto the fish and
from the shuddering cold and blackness of the sea the
whale came hreeching up towards the warm and pleasant
sun and all the delights of arr and earth and vomited
out Jonzh upon the dry land when the word of the Lord
came a second time and Jonzh bruced and beaten—his
ears lke tvo _ea shells still multitudinously murmuring of
the ocean—Jonah did the Almighty s bidding And what
was that shipmates? To preach the Truth to the face of
Falsehood! That was 1t!

‘This shipmates this 1s that other lesson and woe to
that pilot of the Ining God who slights it Woe to him
whom this world charms from Gospel duty! Woe to him
who <eeks to pour o1l upon the waters when God has brewed
them 1nto 2 gale! Vioe to him who <eeks to please rather
than to appal! W oe to hin who e good name 1s more to hum
than goodness! Woe to hm who m this world court
not dishonor! Woe to lum who would not be true e
thoueh tn b~ false were salvation! Yea woe to him t,

N



48 MOBY DICK

as the great Pilot Paul has it, while preaching to others
15 him elf a castawav!

He drooped and fell away fram himself for a moment,
then lifting his face to them again, showed a deep Joy m
his eyes as he cried out with a heavenly enthusiasm — But
oh! shipmates' on the starboard hand of every woe, there
15 a sure debght and higher the top of that dehight than
the bottom of the woc 15 deep Is not the mamn truck
hugher than the helson 1s low? Dehght 15 to him—a far
far upward and inward delight—who agamst the proud
gods and commodores of this earth ever stunds forth s
own nexorable seli Delight 1s to him whose strong arms
yet support lim when the ship of this ba e treacherous
world has gone down beneath him  Delight 15 to hum, who
guves 1o quarter 1 the truth and kills burns and destreys
all sin though he pluck 1t out from under the robes of
Senators and Judges Delight -—top gallant delight 1s to

um who achnowledge no law or lord but the Lord s
God and 15 only a patriot to heaven Delight 1 to lim
whom all the waves of the hillows of the seas of the bois
terous mob can never shake from this sure heel of the
Ages And eternal delight and deliciou ness will be hy
who coming to lay him down can say with his final breath—
O Father'—chiefly known to me by Thy rod—mertal or
tmmortal here I die T have striven to be Thine more
than to be this worlds or mine own Yet this 1 nothing
I leave eternity to Thee for what 15 man that he should
Iive out the Iifetime of his God?

He said no more but slowly waving a benediction covered
his face with his hands and so remained kneelng till all
the people had departed and he was left alone 1n the place

CHAPTEFR \

A DOSOM FRIEND
ReTURNING to the Spouter Inn from the Chapel I found
Queequegs there quite alone  he having left the Chapel be

fore the benediction some time He was sitting on a bench
before the fire, with his feet on the stove hearth and mn
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one hand was holding close up to his face that httle negro
1dol of his peering bard 1nto 1ts face and with a jack kmfe
gently whitthng away at its nose meanwhile hummng to
himself 1n his heathenish way
But being now mterrupted he put up the image and
pretty soon gomng to the table took up a large book there
and placing 1t on his lap began counting the pages with
deliberate regulanity at every fiftieth page—as I fancied—
toppwng for a moment looking vacantly atound him and
gving utterance to & long drawn gurghng whistle of aston
1shment He would then begin again at the next fifty
seeming to commence at number one each tume as thaugh
he could not count more than fifty and st was only by
such a large number of fifties being found together that his
astonishment at the multitude of pages was exated
With much interest I sat watching lim  Savage though
he was and hideously marred about the face—at least to
my taste—h e yet had a b n 1t which
was by no means disagreeable You cannot hide the soul
‘Through al! huis unearthly tattoomngs I thought I saw th
traces of a simple honest heart and in hus large deep eyes
fiery black and beld there seemed tokens of a spint that
would dare a thousand devils And besides all this there
was a certain lofty bearing about the Pagan which even
his could pot al her mamm  He looked
Ithe a man who had never cringed and never had had a
creditor  Whether 1t was too that his head being shaved
his forehead was drawn out in freer and brighter rehef
and looked more expansne than it otherws e would thi
I will not venture to decide but certain 1t was his head
was phrenologically an excellent one It may seem ndicu
Jous but 1t reminded me of General Washingtons head
as seen 1 the popular busts of him It had the same long
regularly graded retreating lope from above the brows
which were hkewice very projecting Iike two long promon
tortes thickly wooded on top  Queequeg was George Wash
ington canmbalistrcally developed
Vhilst I was thus closely scanning him  balf pretench,n'gm
meanwhile to be looking out at the storm from the
ment he never heeded my presence never troubled =
h;
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with so much as a single glance but appeared wholly
oceupied with counting the pages of the marvellous book
Considermg how somably we had been sleeping together
the mght previous and e pecally considering the affectionate
arm I had found thrown over me upon wahing in the morn
mg I thought this ndifference of his very strange But
savages are strange bemgs at times you do not Lnow
exactly how to take them At first they are overawing,
thewr calm self collectedness of sinpbiaity seems a Socratic
wisdom I had noticed also that Queequeg never consorted
at all or but very little wath the other <amen 1n the inn
He made no advances whatever appeared to have no desure
to enlarge the circle of his acquumtances  All this struck
me as mighty ngular vet upon second thoughts there
was something, almost sublime m 1t Here aas a man
come twentv thousand mules from home by the way of
Cape Horn that 1s—which was the only way he could
get there—thrown among people as strange to him as
though he were 1n the planet Jupiter and yet he seemed
entirely at hiy ease preserving the utmost seremty content
with his own compamonship always equal to himself
Surely this was 2 touch of fige phslosophy  though no doubt
he had never heard there was such a thng as that But
perhaps to be true philosophers we mortaly should ot
be conscious of so Ining or o striving  So oon as I hear
that such or such a man gives himself out for a phtlosopher,
I conclude that like the dyspeptic old woman he must
have broken his dige ter

A, T sat there in that now lonely room the fire burmng
low 1n that mild stage when aiter its first mtensity has
warmed the air 1t then only glows to be looked at the
evenng shades and phantoms gathering round the casements
and peermg mn upon us silent oltary twamm the storm
hoomung without in olemn swells I began to be sensible
of stran.e feelings T felt a melting 10 me  No more my
<plmtered heart and maddened hand were turned agamnst
the wolfish world This <oothing savage had redeemed 1t
There he st his very indifference speaking a nature 1n
which there lurked no cwvilized hypocnisies and bland de
cets Wild he was a very sight of sights to <ee yet 1



A BOSOM FRIEND 5t

began to feel myself mysteriously drawn towards him.
And those same things that would have repelled most
others they were the very magnets that thus drew me Il
try a pagan iriend thought I since Christian hindness has
proved but hollow courtesy I drew my bench near him
and made some friendly signs and hints domg my best
to talk with lm meanwhile At first he Iittle noticed
these advances but pre ently upon my referrng to his
last mghts hospitahittes he made out to ash me whether
we were agam to be bedfellons I told lim yes whereat
I thought he Jooked plea ed perhaps a little complimented

We then turned over the book together, and I endeavored
to explamn to him the purpo e of the printing and the
meamng of the few pictures that were i1 1t Thus I soon
engaged his interest and from that we went to jabbering
the best we could about the varous outer sights to be seen
in this famous town Soon I proposed a social smoke
and producing his pouch and tomahawk he quietly offered
me a puff And then we sat exchanging puffs from that
wild pipe of his and keeping it regularly passing between
us

If there yet Iurked any c= of indifierence towards me
the Pagans breast this pleasant gemal smoke we had
wo0n thawed 1t out and left us cromes He seemed to take
to me quite as naturally and unbiddenly as I to im and
when our moke was over he pressed lus forehead agamst
mne cla ped me round the waist and said that hence
forth we were marned meanming 1 his country s phrase
that we were bo om friends he would gladly die for me
1f need should be In a countryman this sudden flame of
inendship would have eemed far too premature a thmp
to be much di trusted  but m this simple savage those old
rules would not apply

After supper and another octal chat and smole we
went to our room together He made me a present of h1
embalmed head took out his enormous tobacco wallet
and grop ng under the tobacco drew out some
dollars in sihver then spreading them on the table
mechanically dividing them mto two equal porttons

one of them towards me, and sad 1t was mme .
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going to remonstrate but he stlenced me by pouting them
mto my trowsers pockets I let them stay He then
went about his evemng prayers took out his idol, and
removed the paper firebrand = By certain signs and symp
toms 1 thought he seemed anxwus for me to jom him but
well knowing what was to follow I deliberated a moment
whether 1 case he mvited me I would comply or otherwise

I nas a good Chustian born and bred in the bosom of
the infallible Presbyterran Church  How then could I
unite with this wild 1dolator in worshippmg his prece of
wood? But what 1s worship? thought I Do you suppose
now I hmael that the magnamumaus God of heaven and
earth—pagans and all included—can posaibly be jealous of
an 1nsignificant bit of blach wood? Imposstble! But
what 15 worship?~—to do the will of God? ket 18 worship
And what 1s the will of God?—to do to my fellow man
what I would have my fellow man to do to me—tkat 1s the
will of God Now Queequeg 15 my fellow man And
what do T w1 b that this Queequeg would do to me? Why
umte vith me in my particular Presbyterran form of wor
ship  Con equently I must then umte with hin m his
ergo I must turn idolator So I kindled the shavings,
helped prop up the innocent httle idol offered um burnt
iscunt with Queequeg salamed before lum twice or thrice
ks ed his nos= and that done we undressed and went to
bed at peace with our own consciences and all the world
But we did rot go to sleep without some Iittle chat

How 1t 1 I know not but there is no place hike a bed
for confidential disclosures between friends  Man and wife
they say the e open the very bottom of therr souls to
each other and ome old couples often Le and chat over
old times till nearly morning  Thus ther n our hearts’
honey , lay T and Queequeg-—a cosy loving pair

CHAFPTER XI
NIGHTGOWN

Wre had lain thus 1n bed chatting and napping at short
ntervals and Queequeg now and then affectionately thraw
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g his brown tattooed legs over mune and then drawing
them back  so entirely socrable and iree and easy were we
when at last by reason of our confahulations what hetle
nappishness remained 1n us altogether departed and we
felt Like getung up agam though day break was yet some
way down the future

Yes we became very wakeful o much so that our re
cumbent position began to grow weansome and by httle
and little we found ourselves sitting up the clothes well
tucked around us leaning against the head board with our
four knees drawn up clo e together and our two noses
bending over them as 1f our hnee pans were warming pans
We felt very mce and snug the more so since 1t was so
chilly out of doors indeed out of bed-clothes too seemng
that thete was no fire i the room The more o Isay be
cause truly to enjoy bodily warmth ome small part of you
must be cold for there 1s no quality m this world that 1s
not what 1t 15 merely by contrast Nothing ewsts i 1tself
If vou flatter yourself that you are all over comfortable
and have been” o a long time then vou cannot be said to
be comfortable any more But 1if lihe Queequeg and me
in the bed the tip of your nose or the crown of your head
be shghtly chilled whv then wmndeed 1n the general con
sciousness you feel most delightfully and unmustakably
warm For this reason a sleeping apartment should never be
furnished with a fire which 15 one of the Jusurious discom
forts of the rich  For the herght of this sort of deliciousness
1s to have nothing, but the blanket between you and your
snugne s and the cold of the outer air  Then there you
Tre Iihe the one warm sparh m the heart of an arctic erystal

We had been sitting 1n this crouching manner for some
time when all at once I thought I would open my eyes for
when between sheets whether by day or by might and
whether asleep or awake I have a way of alnays keeping
my eyes shut, i order the more to concentrate the snugness
of bemng in bed Because no man can ever feel his own
wdentity anght except his eyes be clo ed as if darlness
were mdeed the proper element of our es ences tho
light be more congemal to our clayey part Upon ¢
my eyes then, and coming out of my own pleasant and
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created darkness mto the mmposed and coarse outer gloom
of the unilluminated twelve o cloch at mght I experienced
a disagreeable revulsion Nor did I at all object to the
hint from Queequeg that perhaps it were best to strike a
light seeng that we were so wide awake, and besides he
felt a strong deswe to have a few queet puffs from his
Tomahawk Be 1t said that though I had felt such a
strong repugnance to his mokmng n the bed the mght
before vet see how elastic our stiff prejudices grow when
once love comes to bend them Tor now I liked nothing
better than to have Queequez smoking by me even 1
bed becau e he seemed to be full of such serene household
Joy then I no more felt unduly concerned for the land
lord s policy of mnsurance I was only alne to the con
densed confidential comfortableness of .haring a pipe and
a blanket with a real friend With our shaggy jackets
drawn about our houlders we now pas ed the Tomahawk
from one to the other tll slowly there grew over us a
blue hanging tester of mole Mummnated by the flame of
the new It Jamp

Whether 1t was that this undulating tester rolled the
savage away to far di tant scenes I know not but he now
spoke of his natwve 1sland and eager to hear his hustory,
1 begged hun to go on and tell it He gladly comphed
Though at the time I but 1}l comprehended nat a few of
his words yet sub equent disclosutes when I had become
more famlar with his broken phraseolory now enable
me to present the whale story such as 1t may prove n the
mere skeleton I give

CHAPTFR XII
BIOGRAPHICAL

QUEEQUEG was a native of Rohovoko an island far away
to the West and South It 15 not down on any map, true
places never are

YVhen a new hatched savage running wild about his native
woodlands m a grass clout followed by the mbbling goats,
3s 1if he were a green saphng even then in Queequegs
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ambitious oul lurked a strong desire to see something more
of Christendom than a specimer whaler or two His father
was a High Chief a King lus uncle a High Priest and
on the maternal side he boasted aunts who were the wives
of unconquerable warriors There was excellent blood 10
his veins—royal stuff though sadlv vitiated I fear, by
the canmbal propensity he nounished m his untutored
youth

A Sag Harbor ship visited Ins father s bay and Queequeg
sought a passage to Christtan lands  But the ship, having
her full complement of seamen spurned hs smt and nok
all the King s fathers nfluence could prevail But
Queequeg vowed a vow Alone mn his canoe he paddled
off to a distant strait which he knew the ship must pass
through when she quitted the 1sland  On ore side was a
coral reef on the other a low tongue of land, covered
with mangrove thickets that grew out into the water Hid
ingz his cance still afloat among these thrchets with its
prow seaward he sat down m the stern paddle low in hand,
and when the ship was ghding by like a flash he darted
out gamned her side with one backward dash of his foot
capsized and sank his canoe climbed up the chams and
throwing himself at full length upon the deck grappled
a ring bolt there and swore not to let 1t go, though hacked
n pieces

In vamn the captain threatened to throw him overboard
su pended a cutlass over his naked wrists, Queequeg was
the son of a hing, and Queequeg budged not Struck by
s desperate dauntlessness and his wild deswre to visit
Chnstendom the captain at last relented and told him
he mught make himseli at home But this fine young
savage—this sea Prince of Wales never saw the Captamns
cabm  They put hum down among the sadors and made
a whaleman of him  But lke Czar Peter content to toil
m the shipyards of foregn cities Queequeg disdamned no
seemuing 1gnomuny if thereby he might happily gam the
power of enlightemng his untutored countrymen For at
bottom~-so he told me—he was actuated by a profound
desire to learn among the Chnistians the arts whereby
make his pople still happier than they were and
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than that, still better than they were But, alasl the
practices of whalemen soon convinced him that even
Chostians could be both rmserable and wicked, infimtely
more so, than all his father s heathens Arrived at last m
old Sag Harbor and seeing what the sailors did there and
then going on to Nantucket and seemng how they pent
therr wages m that place also poor Queequeg gave 1t up for
lost Thought he 1ts a wicked world m all mendians I
die a pagan

And thus an old idolator at heart he yet lived among
these Christians wore their clothes and tried to talk ther
gibbenish  Hence the queer ways about lum though now
some time from home

By hints 1 asked him whether he did not propose going
back and having a coronation since he mght now consider
his father dead and gone he bemng very old and feeble at
the la t acconnts He answered no not yet and added that
he was fearful Cheistianity or rather Christians had un
fitted hum for ascending the pure and undenled throne of

? thirty pagan Rhings before lnm  But by nd by he smd

he would return —as _oon as he felt imself baptized agam
For the nonce however he proposed to sail 1bout and
sow his wild oats in all four oceans They had made a
harpooneer of lim and that barbed iron was in heu of a
sceptre now

T a Led um what might be his immediate purpo e touck
ing his future movements He an wered to go to se1 agam,
1n hus ofd vocation  Upon this I told hum that whaling was
my own design and informed lum of my intention to
<al out of N\antucket as being the rost promising port
for an adventurou whaleman to embark from Ie at once
resolved to accompany me to that island ship aboard the
same vessel pet into the same watch the ame boat the

ame mess with me 1n short to share my every hap with
both my hands in hus boldly dip nto the Potluck of both
worlds  To all this ¥ joyously assented for besides the
affecion 1 now felt for Queequeg he was an experienced
harpooneer, and as such could not fail to be of great
usefuln~ss to one who, like me was wholly ignorant of
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the mvsteries of whaling though well acquaimted with the
sea as hnown to merchant <eamen

His story bemng ended with lus pipes last dying puff
Queequeg embraced me pressed his forehead against mine
and blowing out the hight, we rolled over from each other,
this way and that, and very soon were sleeping

CHAPTER XIII
WHEELBARROW

Next morning Monday after disposing of the embalmed
head to a barber for a blockh I settled my own and com
rades bill using however my comrades money The
grmning landlord as well as the boarders seemed amaz
mgly tickled at the sudden friendship which had sprung up
between me and Queequeg—especrally as Peter Coffin s cock
and bull stories about him had previously o much alarmed
me concerning the very person whom I now companted
with

We borrowed a wheelbarrow and embarking our things
including my own poor carpet bag and Queequegs canvas
sack and hammoch away we went down to the VMoss
the Iittle Nantucket pachet chooner moored at the wharf
As we were gomng along the people stared not at Queequeg.
so much—for they were used to seeng canmbals hhe himn
their streets —but at seeng im and me upon such conft
dential terms But we heeded them not going along
wheeling the barrow by turns and Queequeg now and then
stopping to adju t the sheath on his harpoon barbs 1
ashed Jum why he carried such a troublesome thing with
hum a hore and whether all whaling ships did not find therr
own harpoons To this i substance he replied that
though what T hinted was true enough yet he had a par
ticular affection for his own harpoon because 1t was of
assured stuffi well tried ;n many a mortal combat, and
deeply mtimate with the hearts of whales In short =~
many reapers and mowers who go 1nto the farmer s me
armed with their own scythes—though 1n no wise obht

o~

-
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furish them—even so, Queequeg for s own private
reasons preferred his own harpoon

Shiting the barrow from my hand to lus_he told me a
funny storv about the first wheelbarrow he had ever seen
It was in Sag Harbor The owners of lus ship 1t seems, had
lent him one 1n which to carry s heavv chest to his
boarding hou e Not to seem ignorant about the thing—
though m truth he was entirely so concerning the precise
way 1 which to manage the barrow—Queequeg puts hs
+hest upon 1t lashes 1t fast and then shoulders the barrow
end marches up the wharf Why * said I Queequeg
you mught have krown better than that, one would think
Didnt the people laugh?

Upon this he told me another story The people of
s 1sland of Rokavoho, it seems at their wedding feasts
express the fragrant water of young cocoanuts mto a large
stamned caltba h lle a punchbowl and this punchbowl
always form the great central ornament on the braided
mat where the feast 1s held Now a certamn grand merchant
ship once touched at Rokovoko and its commander—{irom
all accounts a very stately punctilious gentleman at least
for a sea captain—this commander was invited to the
wedding feast of Queequegs sister a pretty young princess
yust turned of ten Well when all the wedding guests were
assembled at the brides bamboo cottage this Captamn
marehes 1 and beng a signed the post of honor placed
Timself over aganst the punchbowl and between the High
Priest and his majesty the hing Queequeg s father  Grace
bewng smd —for those people have their grace as well as
we—though Queequeg told me that unhle us who at such
times look downwards to our platters they, on the contrary
copylag the duchs glance upwards to the great Giver of
all feasts—Grace I ay beng smd the High Priest opens
the banguet by the immemorial ceremony of the island
that 1s dipping bis concecrated and consecrating fingers into
the bownl before the blesced heverige circulates  Seeing
‘im clf placed next the Priest and noting the ceremony
and thinking him eli—being Captain of a ship—as having
plain precedence over a mere island King  especially 1n
the hung s own house—the Captam coolly proceeds to wash
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tis hands 1 the punch bowl -—taking 1t I suppose for a
huge finger glass  Now said Queequeg “what you tink
now?—Didn t our people laugh?

At last passage paid and luggage safe we stood on
board the schooner Howsting sail, 1t ghded down the
Acu hnet river  On one side New Bedrord rose m terraces
of streets their 1ce covered trees all ghttermg m the clear
wold air Huge hils and mountains of cashs on cashs were
piled upun her wharves and side by ide the world wander
ing whale ships lay silent and safely moored at last, while
from others came a sound of carp aters and coopers with
blended noses of fires and forges to melt the pitch all
betokening that new cruises were on the start that one
most perilous and long voyage ended only begins a second
and 2 second ended only begins a third and o on for ever
and for aye Such s the endlessness yea the intolerable
ness of all earthly effort

Gaiming the more open water the bracing breeze waxed
fresh the httle Moss tossed the quick foam from her bows
as a young colt his snortings How T snuffed that Tartar
awl—how I purned that turnpike earthl—that common
highway 2ll over dented with the marks of slavish heels
and hoofs and tutned me to admire the magnanirmty of
the <ea which will permit no records

At the same foam fountan Queequeg seemed to drink
and reel with me His dusky nostnls swelled apart he
showed s filed and poimnted teeth On, on we flew and
our offing gained the Moss did homage to the blast ducked
and dived her bows as a slave before the Sultan Side
ways leaning we sideways darted every ropeyam tingling
like a wire the two tall masts buckling like Indian canes 1n
Jand tornadoes So full of this reehng scene were we as
we stood by the plunging bowsprit, that for some time we
did not notice the jeering glances of the passengers a
Iubber like assembly, who marvelled that two fellow bengs
should be so companionable as though a white man were
anything more digmfied than a whitewashed negro But
there were some boobres and bumphins the=e who by therr
mtense greenness must have come from the heart and centre
of all verdure Queequeg caught one of these young sap
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Jings mimcking him behind his back T thought the
sumphin s hour of doom was come Dropping his harpoon,
the brawny savage caught lum i his arms, and by an al
most miraculous dextenty and strength, sent hum high up
bodily nfo the awr, then shghtly tapping his stern in mid
somerset the fellow fanded with bursting Jungs upon his
feet while Queequeg, turning his back upon him lighted
s tomahaw! pipe and pas ed 1t to me for a pulf

‘Captingl  Capting' yelled the bumplin runming
towards that ofcer  Capting Capting heres the dewil’

‘Hallo 3ou sir  cried the Captun a gaunt nb of the
sea stalhing up to Queequeg ‘what in thunder do you
mean by thit? Dont you hnow you mught have hilled
that chap?

What lum say? said Queequeg as he mildly tumed
to me

He say aid I that you came near kille that man
there pointing to the still shivering greenhorn

Kille cned Queequeg twisting his tattooed face mto
an unearthly expression of disdain  ahl lim bevy small-e
fish e Queequeg no Wit ¢ so small ¢ fish-e Queegueg ait-e
big whale!

Look you rowed the Captain  IT lijle you you
canmbal 1f you try any more of your tricks aboard here
so mind you eye

But 1t o happened just then that 1t was high time for
the Captun to mind his own eye The prodigious stran
upon the main syl had parted the weather sheet and the
1 emendous boom was now ilving from side to ide com
pletely sweeping the entire after part of the deck  The poar
fellow whom Queeque had handled o roughly w1s swept
overboard all hands were in 2 pamic and to atfempt natch
ing 1t the boom to stay 1t seemed madness It flew from
nght to left and back again almost in one ticling of a
watch and every instant eemed on the point of snapping
mto sphnters  Nothing was done and nothing <eemed
capable of bein~ done tho e on dech ru hed toward the
hows and stood eyeng the boom as if it were the lower
jaw of an exasperated whale In the mudst of this con
sternation  Queequeg dropped deftly to his knees and
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crawling under the path of the boom whipped hold of a
rope secured one end to the bulwarks and then flinging
the other hke a lasso caught 1t round the boom as 1t
swept over hrs head and at the next jerk the spar wan
that way trapped, and all was safe The schooner wa
run 1nto the wind and wihile the hands were cleaning away
the stern boat Queequeg strpped to the waist darted
from the side with a long living arc of a leap For three
mnutes or more he was seen swimming lihe a dog throwng
his long arms straight out before hum and by turns revealing
his brawny shoulders through the freezing foam I looked
at the grand and glorious fellow but saw no one to be
saved The greenhorn had gone down Shooting himselr
perpendicularly from the water Queequeg now took an
mstant s glance around him and seemng to see just how
matters were dived down and disappeared A few minutes
more and he rose agamn one arm still strihin, out and
with the other dragging a lfeless form The boat soon
prhed them up The poor bumplin was restored All
hands voted Queequeg a noble trump the captamn begged
his pardon From that hour I clove to Queequeg lihe a
barnacle yea till poor Queequeg took his last long dive
Was there ever such unconsciousness? He did not seem
to think that he at all deerved a medal from the Humane
and Magnammous Socteties He only ashed for water—
fre b water—somethmg to wipe the brine off that done
he put on dty clothes lighted his pipe and leaming agamst
the bulnarks and mildly eyeing those around him eemed
to be saying to himself— Its a mutual jomt stock world
n all mendians We canmbals must help these Christians

CHAPTER NIV
NANTUCKFT

Noruine more happened on the passage worthy the men
tiomng o after a hine run we afely arrived mn Nantuchet

Nantuchet! Take out your map and look at it See
what a real corner of the world 1t occupies how it
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there away ofi shore, more lonely than the Eddystone
Lighthouse  Look at 1it—a mere hillock and elbow of sand,
1l beach without a background There 1s more sand there
than you would use m twenty years as a substitute for
blotting paper Some gamesome wights will tell jou that
they have to plant wecds there they don t grow naturally
that they import Canada thi tles that they have to <end
beyond <eas for a spile to stop a Jeah m an o caskh  that
preces of wood 1n Nantuchet are carmed about like bits of
the true cross in Rome that people there plant toadstools
before thewr hou es to get under the shade in summer time,
that one blade of grass makes an casis three blades 1n a
days walk a prame that they wear quichsand shoes
something ke Laplander snow shoes that they are so
shut wp belted about every way inclosed surrounded, and
made an utter 1sfand of by the ocean that to their very
chairs and tables small clams will sometimes be found ad
hering as to the backs of sea turtles DBut these extrava
ganzas only show that Nantuchet 1s no Ilhngis
Look now at the wondrous traditional story of haw this
island was ettled by the red men  Thus goes the legend
In olden times an eagle swooped dosn upon the New Eng
land coast and carried off an infant Indian m s talons
With loud lament the parents saw thewr child borne out of
sight over the wide waters  They re<olved to follow 1n the
same direction  Setting out n their canoes after a perlous
passage they discovered the 1land and there they found
an empty tvory casket —the poor httle Indians skeleton
What vonder then that the e Nantucketers born on a
beach should take to the sea for a hivelihood! They first
caught crabs and quohogs mn the .and  grown bolder they
waded out with pets for mackerel more expenenced they
pushed off n boats and captured cod and at last launch
ing 1 ma y of great ships on the sea explored thys watery
world put 1n wncess.nt belt of circumnavigations round
it peeped m at Behungs Straits and 1 all easons and
all o eans declared everlisting war with the mughtiest am
mated ma s that has survived the flood  most monstrous and
mo t ! That H lehan salt sea Mastodon
clothed with such portentousness of unconstious power, that
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hus very pastics are more to be dreaded than his most fearless
and malicous a saults

Ard thus have these naked Nantucketers these <ea
hermuts 1L=ungz frorm their ant hill i the <ea o erruz and
conquered the watery world live <o many Alexanders per
celling out amronz them the Atlntic Pacirc znd Induan
oceans as the th ee prrate powers did Poland  Let Amenica
add V evico 10 Tewas and pile Cubz upon Canmada Iet
the Enzith over varm af' India and hang oa therr blazing
banner from the un two thurds of this terragueous globe
are tae “antucketers Fo the ea 1> his he owns it as
Emperors own empires  otker eamen baving but a night
of way through st Merchant hps are but exten.ion
bridzes armed ores but floatier forts even pirates and
prisateers though followirg the ea 2s highwaymen the read
they but plunder other hips other fragments of the land
like them elves without eeking to draw therr I mng from
the bottomless deep tt.elf The \antucketer be alone re
sides ard riots on the ea he alore m Bible lanvuaze goes
down to 1t m <hips to and fro ploughmg 1t 2s s own
specual plantation  There 1> his bome  there hies his bast
ness which 2 “oahs flood would not mterrupt though it
overwhelmed all the rillons m Chinz  He lives on the
sez zs pramne cocks 1 the prame he hides among the
waves he climbs them 2s chamor, hunters climb the Alps
For vear- fe Lnovs not the land o that when ke comes
to 1t at last 1* mells like another world more stranoely
than the moon wou'd to an Earthman With the landles
gull that at un.et folds her wings and 1s rocked to leep
betveen billows o 2t mghtfall the “azntucleter out o
sight of land furls lus .ils and Lys hum to hws rest while
under hts very pillow ru_h herds of walruwes and whales

CHAPTER XV
CHOWDER
Ir was amte late 1n the evemirg when the lttle Moss

came nugly to anchor and Queequeg and I went ashore so
we could attend to no bu.iness that day at lea.t none but
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a supper and a bed The landlord of the Spouter Inn had
recormended us to his cousin Hosea Hu.sey of the Try
Pots whom he a <erted to be the proprietor of one of the
best hept hotels n all \antucket and moreover he had
assured us that Cousin Ho ea, as he called him was famous
for hi> chowders In short he plamly hinted that we could
not posibly do better than tn pot luck at the Try Pots
But the directions he had given us about heeping a yellow
warebou e on our starboard hand tll we opened a white
church 1o the larboard and then keeping that on the lar
board hand ull we made a corner three ponts to the star
board and that done then a L the hrst man we met where
the place was theve crooked directions of his very much
puzzled us at first e-peualls as at the outset Queequeg
ms1 ted that the vellow warchou e—our first pomt of de
parture—must be left on the larboard hand whereas I had
understood Peter Cofun to say 1t was on the starboard
However by dint of beating about a httle n the dark
a2nd now and tben hnoclang up a peaceful inhabitant to
mnquire the way we at last came to sometbing which there
was no mistahing

Two enormou wooden pots pamted black and sus
pended by asses ears, swung from the cross trees of an
old top-mast plinted n front of an old doorway The
torns of the cross trees were sawed off on the other side
>0 that this old top mast looked not a httle like a gallows
Perhaps 1 was over sensitine to such impressions at the
time but I could not help stanng at thi, gallows with a
vague mi geang A ort of crich was 1 my nech as I
gazed up to the two remawning horns yes o of them one
for Queequeg and one for me Its cmunous thinks 1 A
Coffn my Innkeeper upon landmg m my first whaling port
tombstones staring at me i the whalemens chapel and
here a gallows! and & parr of prodigious black pots too!
Are these last throwing out oblique hints touching Tophet?

1 was called from these reflections by tke sight of a
freckled woman with yellow hait and a yellow gown stand
g 1n the porch of the inn under a dull red lamp swinging
there that looked much hke an mjured eye and carrymng
on a brisk scolding with a man m a purple woollen shirt
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“Get along mith ye  sud she to the man, ‘or IN be
combung ye!

Come on Queequeg’ said T all nght Theres Mrs
Hussey

And so 1t turned out Mr Hocea Hussey bemg from
home but leaving Mrs Hu_sey entirely competent to at
tend to all his affairs Upon making hnown our desires
for a supper and a bed Vs Hu <ey postpomng furthes
scolding for the present ushered us into a Iittle room and
seating us at a table pread with the relics of a recently
concluded repast turned round to us and said— Clam ar

?

What s that about Cods maam? sard I with much
pohiteness

Clam or Cod> she repeated

A clam for supper? a cold clam 1s fkat what you mean
Mrs Hussey? .ays It but thats a rather cold and clammy
recepticn in the winter time ant it Mrs Hussey?

But bemnz mn a great hurry to resume scolding the man
m the purple hirt who was waiting for 1t i the entry and
seeming to hear nothing but the word clam Mrs Huscey
hurned tovards an open door leading to the kitchen and
bawling out clam for two disappeared

Queequeg  ad I do jou thmk that we can make
a supper for us both rn one clam?

However a warm savory steam from the hitchen served
to belie the apparently cheerless prospect before us  But
when that <mohing chowder came 1n the my tery was de
Iightfully explained  Oh' sweet friends hearken to me It
was made of small juicy clams carcely bigger than hazel
nuts mited with pounded shp bisemts, and salted pork
ctit up into little flakes’ the whole enniched with butter and
plentifully easoned with pepper and salt Our appetites
bemng sharpened by the frosty voyage and 1n parbicular
Queequeg seemng his favounte fi hing food before him and
the chowder bemg surpassingly excellent we despatched 1t
with great expedition when leanng back a moment and
bethinking me of Mrs Hussey s clam and cod ANNOUNCE: mm
ment I thought I would try a little experiment  ©
to the kitchen door, T uttered the word cod with _

7
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emphasis, and resumed my seat In a few moments the
savoury steam came forth again but with a different flavor
and 11 good time a fine cod-chawder was placed before us

We resumed business and while plying our <poons i
the bowl thinks I to myseli I wonder now 1if this here has
any effect on the head? What s that stultifying saying about
chowder headed people?  But look Queequeg amnt that
a Ive eel i your bowi? W here» your barpoon?

Fishuest of all fishy places was the Try Pots which well
deserved 1ts name  for the pots there were always bohng
chowders Chowder for breakfast and chowder for dinner
and chowder for supper tifl you began to look for fish bones
coming through your clothes The area before the house was
paved with clam shells  Mrs Hussey wore a polished nech
lace of codfish vertebra and Hosea Hussey had his account
books bound 1n superior old shark shin  There was a fishy
fiavor to the milk tos which I could not at all account for
11l one morning, happening to take a stroll along the beach
pmong some fishermen & boats 1 saw Hosea s brindled cow
feeding on fish remnants and marching along the sand with
each foot 1n a cods decaprtated head looking very shp-
shod I assure ye

Supper concluded we recened 2 lamp and directions
from Mrs Hussey concermng the nearest way to bed but
as Queequeg was about to precede me up the stawrs the lady
reached forth her arm and demanded his harpoon she al
lowed no harpoon m her chambers ~ Why npot? sad I

every true whaleman sleeps with his harpoon—but why
not? Because 1ts dangerous says she Ever since
young Stiggs comung from that unfort nt vy ge of lus when
he was gone four years and a half with only three barrels
of e was found dead in my first floor back with his har
poor m his side ever since then I allow no boarders to
take sich dangerous weepons m their rooms at mght So
Mr Queequeg (for she had learned his pame) ‘I will yust
take this here won and Leep 1t for you till mormng But
the chonder clam or cod to morrow for breakfast men?’
Both says I  and lets have a couple of smoked
herring by way of varety
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CHAPTER \VI

THE SHIP

In bed we concocted our plins for the morrow  But to
my surprise and no small concern Queequeg now gasve me to
understand  that he had been dibgently consulting Yoy
~—the name of his black little god—and Yojo had told lim
two or three times over and strongly insisted upon it
everywnay that imstead of our going together among the
whaling flect 1n harbor and n concert electing our craft
nstead of this T sy Yojo earnestly enjomned that the se
lection of the hip should rest wholly with me masmuch
as Yojo purpo ed befriending us and 1n order to do so
had already pitched upon a vessel which f left to myself
I I hmael <should infulhbly light upon for all the world
as though 1t had turned out by chance and in that ves el
I rust immediately ship myself for the present mrrespec
tive of Queequeg

I have forgotten to mention that in many things Quee
queg placed great confidence 1n the excellence of Yojos
Judgment and surprising forecast of thungs and cherished
Yoo with considerable esteem as a rather good sort of god
who perhaps meant well enough upon the whole but in all
cases did not succeed 11 his benevolent designs

Now this plan of Queequegs or rather Yojo's touch
mg the election of cur craft I did not like that plan at
all T had not a little relted upon Queequeg s sagacity to
pont out the whaler best fitted to carry us and our fortunes
securely But as all my remonstrances produced no effect
upon Queequeg I was obliged to acquesce and accordingly
prepared to set «bout thr business with a determined rush
1ng sort of energy and vigor that should quickly ettle that
tnfling little affair  Next morning early leaving Queequeg
shut up with Yojo in our little bedroom—for 1t seemed
that 1t was some ort of Lent or Ramadan or dav of fasting
humihution and prayer with Queequeg and Yojo that day
kow tt was T never could find out for though I applied
myself to it several times I mever could master tus hturgres
and SXXTX Articles—leaving Queequeg then fasting oo
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b3 tomatawk pye 2zod Yoo warmos hmse’ 2 bs
acriewl forof Eamoes 1soload ot amrox the e
After roch prokozed aus enz azd man rado
G re T lean a2t thene weve three <hps uy fo~ three-
year voyzres—The D~ ildam. the Tubi and e
Tequsd Deslder 1 €2 ot koo the onmn of, Ti -t
15 busous FPequod vou wll £o dosbt rerember was the
pame of 2 celebrated trir of Masackretts Induns, pov
extinct as the aznaent Medes I peered ard pried sbout
the Devild.m from Fer bopred gver to the Tutbt and
finally poung cn board the Fequod looked arousd ke fof
7 moment ard then decided that this was the very <bip
or us

You may have <een riamv 2 quaint craft m vour dan,
for aught 1 know --—=quare toed luggers —mountamowy
Japanese junks butter box galliots and what not but take
my word fo it you never _aw such a rare old craft as
ame rare old Pequod  She was a hup of the old
rather <mall if anything with an old fashioned claw footed
Jook about ber Long seasoned and weather stamed mn tE¢
typroons and calms of all four oceans her old hulls com
plemon was darhened lihe a French grenadiers who
alike fought n Egypt and Sibera  Her venerable bows
fooked bearded Her masts—cut omerhere on the coat
of Japwn where her original ones were lost overboard 1 8
gale—her masts stood tiffh up like the spmes of the three
old hings of Cologre Her an~ient decks were worn 20
wunkled lhe the pilgnim worshipped flag tone 1a Cantel
bury Cathedral vhere Bechet bled But to all the e her
old antiqinties were aided new and marvellous featufes
pertaiming to the wild business that for more than hall 2
century she had followed Old Captam Peleg many vears
her chief mate before he commanded another vessel of b2
own and now a retrd seaman ind one of the prnctpd
owners of the Tequod —th.s vld Peleg during the term 0
his chief mateship had built upon her ongmal grotesqueé
ness and mlaid 1t all over with a quamtness both of m
tenial and device unmatched by anything except 1 be
Thorkill Hakes carved buckler or bedstead She was 2
parelled like any barbanc Lthiopian emperor his eck
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heavy with pendants of polished 1vory  She was a thing of
trophtes A canmbal of a craft tricking herself forth in
the chased bones of her enemues  All round her unpanelled
open bulwarhs were garnished lhe one contintous jaw
with the long sharp teeth of the sperm whale inserted
there for pns to fasten her old hempen thews and tendons
to  Tho e thews ran not through base blecks of land
wood but deftly travelled over sheaves of ea ivory Scorn
mg a turnstle wheel at her reverend helm he sported
there  tiller and that tiller was in one mass curiously
carved from the long narrow lower Jaw of her hereditary
foe  The helmsman who steered by that tiller 1n a tempest
felt ke the Tartar when he holds back his fiery steed by
clutchung 1ts jaw A noble craft but somehow a most
melancholy! All noble things are touched with that
Now when I looked about the quarter-deck for some
one having authority 1n order to propose myself as & can
dydate for the voyage at first I saw nobody but I could
not well overlook a strange sort of tent or rather wigwam
pitched a Iittle behind the mam mast It seemed only a
temporary erection used it port It was of 2 comical <hape
ome ten feet high conststing of the long huge slabs of
Iimber black bone taken from the muddle and highest part
of the jaws of the night whale Planted with their broad
ends on the deck a circle of these slabs laced together
mutually loped towards each other and at the apex nnited
1 a tulted pont where the loose bairy fibres waved to
and fro Jue he top-knot on ome old Pottowottame
Sachems head A triangular opening faced towards the
bows of the ship so that the m.ider commanded a com
plete view fornard
And half coicealed 1n this queer tenement I at length
found one who by his aspect seemed to have authority and
who 1t being noon and the ships work suspended was
now enmyoving re pite from the burden of command He
was <eated on an old fashioned oaken chair wrigghng all
aver with curious carving and the bottom of which was
formed of a stout mterlacing of the same elastic stuff of.,.\
which the wigwam was con tructed
‘There was nothing so very particular perhaps a
-






THF SHIP 73

the largest owners of the vessel, the other shares as 1
sometimes the case in these ports being held by a crowd
of old annuitants widows fatherless children and chancery
wards each owning about the value of a timber head or
a foot of plank, or a nail or two m the ship FPeople 1n
Nantuclet 1nvest their money in whaling vessels the same
way that you do yours mn approved state stocks bringing
1 good interest

Now Bildad like Pelez and indeed many other Nan
tucketers was 3 Quaher the island having been ongnally
settled by that ect and to this day s mhabitants m
general retain 1n an uncommon measure the peculiatittes
of the Qualer only variously and anomalously modified by
things altogether alien nd heterogeneous For some of
these .ame Quahers are the most sangutnary of all satlors
and whale hunters They are fighting Quakers they are
Quakers with a vengeance

So that there are instances among them of men who
named with Scripture names—a singularly common fashion
on the 1land—and wn childhood naturally imbibing the
stately dramatic thee and thou of the Quaker 1diom still
from the audactous daring and boundless adventure of
therr sub equent Iives strangely blend with the e ynout
grown peculiartties a thousand bold dashes of character
not unworthy a Scandinavian sea king or a poetical Pagan
Roman  And when these things unite 1 a2 man of greatly
supertor natural force with a globular bram and a pon
derous heart vho has al o by the stilness and secluston
of many long mght natches mn the remotest waters and
beneatl con tellations never een here at the north been
led to thin! d, iy and independently receiving
all natures weet or avage impressions fresh from her
own virgin voluntary and confiding breast and thereby
chiefly but with some help from a aidental advantages te
learn a bold and nervous lofty language—that man makes
one 1n a whole nation s census—a muighty pageant creature
formed for noble tragedies Nor will 1t at all detract
from hum dramatically regarded if either by birth or
other circumstances he have what seems a half wilfuleew,
over ruling morbidness at the bottom of hus nature ¥~ ;
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all men tragically great sre made so through 2 certam
morbidness  Be sure of this O young ambition all mortal
greatness s but dserse  But as yet we hase not to do
with such an one but with quie another and still 3
man wha if ndeed pecular it only results agam from
another phase of the Quaker modified by indnadual
crcumstances

Like Captan Peleg Coptan Bidad was a well todo
retired whaleman  But unlthe Captam Ieleg~—who cared
ot a rush for what are called sertous things and wdeed
deemed those self same serious things the verrest of all
tiiffes—Captun Dildad had not only been oniginally edu
cated according to the strictest sect of “vantucket Quaker
1m but Al ls subsequent ocean hfe and the sight of
many unclad lovely wslapd creatures round the Horn—
all that had not moved this natrve born Quaker one single
1ot had nat o moch as altered one angle of s vest  Sull
for all this xmmutableness was there ome lack of common
wonsistency about worthy Captan Peleg  Though refusing
from conscientious  ctuples to bear arms agamn t Jand
mvaders vet himeelf had ihimutably meaded the Atlantic
and Pacific and though a snworn foe to human blgodshed
yet had he n b straight bodied cont spilled tuns upon
tuns of leviathan gore How non m the contemplatie
evemmg of his days the pious Bidad reconoled these
things mn the remimscence I do not hoow but 5t did not
seem to conicern ym much and very probably he had long
sucE come 10 the sage and sensible conclusion that a mans
religton 1 one thing and this practical world quite another
This world pave dividends  Riwmg from a latle cabin
boy n short clothes of the drabbest drab 1o a harpooneer
tn & bro.d shad beilied v amsteoat from that beconung boat
header cluef mate end captam and finally a ship owner
Bildad as I hinted before had concluded his adventurous
tareer by wholly retwing from actnve bie at the goodly
age af sixty and dedicating his remaming days to the quet
recerving of s well earned mcome

Now Bidad I am sotry to say had the reputation of
beng an meorngble old hunks and m s ea gong days
x bitter, hard tash master They told me m Nantucket
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though 1t certamly <eems a cunous story, that when he
sailed the old Categut whaleman his crew, upon arrving
home were mostly all carried ashore to the hospital sore
exhausted and worn out Yor a pious man especially for
a Qualer, he was certanly rather hard hearted to say the
least He never used to swear though at his men they
said  but <omehow he got an inordinate quantity of cruel
unmitigated hard work out of them When Bildad was a
chef mate to have his drab-colored eye intently Joohing at
you made jou feel completely nervous till you could
clutch something—a hammer or a marling spthe and go to
worh like mad at something or other never mind what
Indolence and idleness perished from before im  His own
person was the evact embodiment of his utitarian char
acter On Ius long gaunt body he carned no pare flesh
no superfluous beard his chin having a oft economical
nap to 1t Iike the worn nap of his broad brimmed hat

Such then was the per on that I saw seated on the
transom when I followed Captain Peleg down mto the
cabin  The space betseen the decks was small and there
bolt upright sat old Bildad who always sat so_and never
leaned and this to ave his coat tais His broad brim
was placed beside lum s legs were sufily crossed bis
drab ve ture was buttoned up to hi> chin ‘and spectacles
on nose he .eemed absorbed m reading from a ponderous
volume

Bildad cried Captan Peleg at it agan Bildad eh?
Ye have been studying tho & Scriptures now for the last
l}?ll:!ly years to my certam hnowledge How far ye got

ildad?

As 1f long habituated to uch profane tall from hws old
shipmate Bildad without noticing his precent irreverence
quetly loohed up and seeing me glanced again inquinngly
towards Peleg

He says hes our man Bildad sad Peleg he wants
to ship

Dost thee? aid Bildad 1n 2 hollow tone and turmng
round to me

Idost said I unconsciously he was so intense a Quaker

What do ye think pf b— B4+ 2 cand Peleo
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‘Hell do smd Bildad eyemng me and then went on
spelhing away at his book 1n a mumbhng tone guite apdible

I thought mm the queerest old Quaker I ever saw
especally as Peleg hus friend and old shipmate seemed such
a bfusterer But I smd nothung only looking round me
sharply  Pelerr now threw open a chest and drawng forth
the ship s artictes placed pen and inh before hum and seated
amnself at a ttle table I began to think st was hygh time
o settle with myself at what terms I would be willing to
et gage for the voyage I was already aware that in the
whaling business they paid no wages but all hands mclud
ing the captamn recewved certasn shares of the profits called
lays and that these lays were proportioned to the degree of
importince pertamng to the respective duties of the ships
company 1 was also aware that beng a green hand at
whaling my own lay would not be very large but con 1der
mg that 1 was uced to the sea could steer a ship sphee a
rope 2nd 11l that 1 made no doubt that from all I had heard
1 should be offered at least the 7yth lay—that 13 the 27,th
part of the clear nett proceeds of the vovage whatsmer that
nught eventually amount to  And though the 75th fay was
what they call a rather Jong lav yet 3t was beuter than
aothang and 1f we had a luchy voyage might pretty nearly
pay for the clothing 1 would wear out on it not to speak of
my three vears beef and board for shich I would not have
to pay one stiver

It might be thought that this was a poor way ta 1ccamu
fate a princely fortune—and o 3t Was a very poor nay
mdeed  But T am one of those who never tthe on about
princehy fortunes and am quite content if the world 1s ready
to board and lodge me while I am putting up at this grm
sign of the Thunder Cloud  Upon the whole I thought the
275th lay would be about the fair thing but would not
have been surprt ed had 1 beer offered the ooth consdenng
T was of o broad shouldered make

But one thing nevertheless that made me a hule dis
trustful about recening a generous share of the profits
was this  Ashore T had heard something of both Captam
Pelegr and hns unaccountable old erony Bildad how that
they being the principal proprsetors of the Pequod therefore
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the other and more inconsiderable and scattered owners
Jeft nearly the whole management of the hips affaws to
these two  And I did not hnow but what the stingy old
Bildad mught have a mughty deal to say about shipping
hands especially as I now found him on board the Pequod
quite at home there in the cabin and reading his Bible
as if at his own fireside  Now while Peleg was tamly
trying to mend a pen with his jack knefe old Bildad te my
na small syrprise considering that he was such an interested
Party 1 these proceedings Bildad never heeded us but
went on mumbling to himeelf out of his book  Lay not up
for your elves treasures upon earth where moth—

Well Captain Bidad interrupted Peleg what dve
say what Jay shall we give this youny, man?

Thou knowest best was the sepulchral reply the
seven hundred and seventy eventh wouldnt be too much
would 1t?— where moth and rust do corrupt but lay —

Lav 1ndeed thought I and such a lay! the seven hundred
and eventy seventh! Vell old Bildad you are determined
that I for one hall not /av up many lgys here below where
moth and rust do corrupt It was an exceedingly long lay
that indeed and though from the magmtude of the figure
1t might at first deceive a landsman yet the shightest con
sideration will show that though seven hundred and seventy
seven 1s a pretty large number yet when you come to make
a teenth of 1t, you will then ee Is3y that the seven bun
dred and seventy eventh part of a farthing 1s a good deal
less than seven hundred and seventy even gold doubloons
and so I thought at the tune

Why blast your eyes Bidad cried Peleg thou dost
not want to swindle this young man' he must have more
than that

Seven hundred and sevents seventh agamn sard Bildad
without hifting tus eves and then went on mumblng— fo~
where your treasure 1s there w1ll your heart be al ¢

T am gomg to put him down for the three hundredth ’
said Peley  do ye hear that Bildad! The three hundredth

ay T sa;

Bnldadylald down his book and turmng solemnly towards

m said ¢ Captamn Peleg thou hast a generous heart but
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thou must consider the duty thou owest to the other onsers
of this ship—widows and orphans many of them—-and that
i we too abundantly reward the labors of this young man
we may be talung the bread from those widows and those
orphans  The sesen hundred and seventy sesenth lay,
Captamn Teleg

Thou Bildad  roared Peleg starting up and clattenng
about the cabin Rlast ye Captain Bidad f I had
followed thy advice tn these matters I nould afore now had
4 tonscrence to lug ahout that would be heavy enough to
founder the largest ship that eser sated round Cape Horn

Captmn telen smd Bildag steadily  thy conscience
may be drawing ten tnches of water or ten fathoms
can t tefl but as thou art still an smpemtent man Captan
Peleg ¥ greatly fear lest thy canscience be but a lealy
one and will 1 the end sink thee foundering down to the
fiery mt Captam Peleg

Frery pit’ fiery pit e msult me man past all natural
bearing ve msult me  Its an all fired outrage to tell any
human creature that hes bound to hell Flubes and flames!
Bildad say that again to me and start nny soul bolts but
IN—1H-—yes 17 swallow a bue goat with all s haw and
horms en  Out of the cabin ye canting drab colored son
of a wooden gun—a straight wake with ye'

As he thundered out this he made a rush at Bildad but
with 2 marvellous oblique shiding celenty Bildad for that
time eluded him

Alarmed at this ternble outburst betwen the two prm
<ipal and responsible owners of the ship and feehng half a
mind to give up all 1dea of smhmg i 2 vessel so question
ably owned and temporanly commanded 1 stepped aside
from the door to gve egress to Bidad who I made no
doubt was all eagerness to vamsh fram before the asvakened
wrath of Peleg  But to my astomshment he sat down
agam op the transom very quetly and scemed to have not
the shghtest mtentton of withdrawng He seemed quite

' used to tmpenstent Peleg and his wavs  As for Peler after
letting off bis rage as he had there seemed no more left 10
im and he too sat down hke a Jamb though be twitched
a httle as if still nervously agtated  Whew! he whistled
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at last— the squall's gone off to leenard, I think  Bildad,
thoy used to be good at sharpening a lance, mend that pen
will ye My jach knife here needs the grindstone Thats
be thank ye Bildad Now then my yourg man I hmaels
thy name didnt ye say? Well then down ye go here,
Ishmael for the three hundredth lay

Captamn Peleg * sa:d I *I have 2 friend with me who
wants to ship too—shail I bring lum down to morrow?

To be sure,” saud Peleg  Fetch uim along and well
look at hum *

What lay does he want? groaned Bildad glancing up
from the book 1n which be had again been burying himself

Oh! never thee mind about that Bildad said Peleg
‘Has he ever whaled 1t any? turning to me

Ralled more whales than I can count Captain Peleg

Well bnng him along then

And after sieming the papers off I went nothing doubt
ing but that I had done a good morming s work and that the
Pequod was the identical ship that Yojo had provided to
carry Queequeg and me round the Cape
But I had not proceeded far when I began to bethink me

that the Captam with whom I was to sail yet remamed
unseen by me though indeed n many cases a whale ship
will be completely fitted out and receive all her crew on
board ere the captam makes himself visible by arriving to
take command for sometimes these voyages are so pro
longed 2nd the shore intenvals at home o exceedingly brief,
that «f the captan have a fanuly or any absorbing con
cernment of that sort he does not trouble mmself much
about his ship m port but leaves her to the owners till all
1s ready for sea Howeter 1t 1s always as well to have a
Jook at lum before wrrevocably commutting yourself into his
hands Turning back I accosted Captamn Peleg mquinng
where Captain Ahab was to be found

And what dost thou want of Captam Ahab? Its all
right enough thou art shipped

Yes but I should hke to see um

But I dont think thou wilt be able to at present I
dont know exactly wha s the matter wath um but he
keeps close nside the house a sort of sich and yet he don't

r—
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look so  In fact, he ant sich  but no he ssn ¢ well erther
Any how young man be wont always see me so I dont
suppase he oill thee  Hes a queer man Captam Ahab—so
some thinh—but a pood one Oh thoult Like um well
enough no fear no fear Hes a grand ungodly god lke
mae Captun Abab doesn t speak much but when be does
<pexh then you mav well hsten  “Mark ye be forenarned
Ahab s above the common  Abab s been m colleges as well
as mong the canmbals been used to deeper wonders than
the waves fited his fiery lance w mughtier stranger foes
than winles His lance!’ aye the heenest and surest that
mut of 2ll our islet Oht' he amt Captain Biidad fo and he
am ¢ Captawn Tefeg Ars Ahad boy and Ahab of ofd thou
knowest was a crowned lanp*

And & very vile one 3} hen that wicked hng was sfam
the dogs did they not hek has blood?

Come hither to me—hither hiber  sad Peleg with
sigmuficance m s eve that alrost startled me  Laook 32
lad  neser say that on board the Pequod ever cay it
anywhere Captamn Ahab did not name mmself Twas 2
foolish 1gnorant whim of his crazy widowed mother who
died when he was only a twelvemonth old  And vet the old
squaw Tisig at Gayhead smd that the name would <ame
how prove prophetic  And perhaps other jools like her
may tell thee the same I wish to warn thee Its » he
I hnow Captain hab well 1ve smled with um as mate
years ago I hnow what he 152 pood man~not a pious
good man hie Ihidad but a sweasning good man—sometiung
ke me—only theve s 2 good ceal more of . Aye aye I
Lnow that he was neser very jolly and f hnow that
on the passage home bhe was a Ittle out of s rund
for a spell hbut it was the sharp hooting pams m Bis
bleeding stump that brought that about as any one rmght
ste I know 1o that ever since be Jost hus leg Jast voyage
ty that acewrsed whale bhes been a hand of moody—des
perate moody and savage sometimes  but that wit all pass
off  And once for all let me tell thee and assure thee young
man 1ts better to sall with a moody good captan than 2
taughime bad one  So good bye to thee~and wroug not

aptam Ahab because he happens to bave a wiched name
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Besides, my boy, he has a wife—not three voyages wedded
—a sweet, ressigned gl Think of that by that sweet g}
that old man bad a2 child  hold ye then there can be any
utter hopeless harm 1n Ahab? No no my lad stiichen
blasted 1f he be, Ahab has his humamties!

As I walked away I was full of thoughtfulness what had
been incidentally revealed to me of Captamn Ahab filled me
with a certan wild of i him
And somehow at the time I felt a sympathy and a sorrow
for him_but for T don't know what unless 1t was the cruel
loss of lus Ieg  And yet I also felt a strange 1we of him
but that sort of awe which I cannot at all describe was not
exactly awe I do not know what it was But I felt 1t and
1t did not disincline me towards him though I felt 1m
Patience at what seemed Iihe mystery 1n lim o imperfectly
as he was known to me then However my thoughts were
at length carried 1n other dyrections so that for the present
dark Ahab shpped my mind

CHAPTER \.VII
THE RAMADAN

As Queequegs Ramadan or Fasting and Humiliation,
was to continue all day I did not choose to disturb hi
till towards mght fall for I chemsh the greatest respect
towards everybody s religious obligations never mind how
comical and could mot find 1t 1 my heart to undervalue

even a of ants a toad stool or
tho e other creatures m certain parts of our earth who with
a_ degree of quite dented 1 oth r

planets bow down before the tor o of a decea ed landed
Proprietor merely on account of the inordinate possessions
yet owned and rented 1n lus name

I say we good Presbyterian Christians should be chan
table 1n these things and not fancy ourselves so vastly
superior to other mortaly pagans and what not becau e of
their half-crazy concerts on these subjects There was
Queequeg pow  certanly entertauung the most absurd

s
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notsons about Y0jo and his Ramadan —but what of that?
Queequeg thought he hnew what he was apout I suppose,
he seemed to be content aud there let ham sest Al owt
argmne with tem woulkd aot avad  let hum be 1 say and
Heaven have mercy on us all—Fresbytenans and Pagans
alihe—Ior we are all somehow dreadfully erached about the
head and sadly nced mending

Towards evenmg when I felt assured that ali fus per
formances 1nd rituals must be over 1 went up to his room
ind Lnacked at the door but no answer [ tried to opes
it but 1t was fastened muide Queeques  said T softly
through the hev hole —all sient [ smv Queequegt why
don t you epeah? Its I—~Ishmael  But all remamed stil
as before 1 began to grow atarmed T had allowed him such
abundant nime 3 thought he mught have had an apoplectic
fit T looked through the hey hole but the door openmg mto
an edd cormer of the room the key hole prospect was but
a crooked and simster ome I conld onby see part of the
foot borrd of the bed and a hne of the wall but nothing
more I was surpnsed te behold restung agunst the wall
the wooden shaft of Queegueg 3 harpoon whach the landlady
the evernng preswous had taken from him before our mount
Ing to the chamber  [hats strange thought I but at asy
rate smce the harpoon stands vonder and he seldom of
never goes abroad without 1t therefore he must be mside
here and no possible mistake

Queequeg’ —Queequeg! —all sull  Somethng must

have happensd  Apoplexs! I tried to burst open the doot
but it stubbornly resisted  Running down stairs T quichly
stated my suspicions to the first persan | met—the chamber
mad  La' la' she cned I thought <omething must be
the matter 1 went to make the bed after breakfast and
the door was loched and not a mouse to be heard and its
been just so silent ever since  But I thought mav be ot
had both gone off and locked your baggage m for safe
keeping  La! La maam'—Mstress! murder] Mrs
Hussey ! apoplevy ! ~—and with these crees she ran towards
the latchen I followmg

Mrs Hussey soon appeared with a mustard pot 1 one
hand and a vinegar-cruet in the other having just broken
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away from the occupation of attending to the castors and
scolding her httle blach boy meantime

house! cned I™ shich way to it2  Run for
God s sake and fetch something to pry open the door—the
axe'-—the axel—he s had a strohe depend upon 1t! ——and
so saying I was unmethodically rushing up stars agan
empty handed when Mrs Hussey interposed the mustard
pot and vinegar-cruet and the entire castor of her counte
nance

What s the matter with you young man?

‘Get the axe! For Gods sahe run for the doctor some
ohe while I pry 1t open!

‘Look here said the landlady quichly putting down
the vinegar-cruet so as to have one hand free  Iook here
are you talhing about prymg open any of my doors? —and
with that she seized my arm ¢ Whats the matter with
you? Yvhats the matter with you shipmate?

In as calm but rapid a manner as possible I gave her to
understand the whole case Unconsciously clapping the
vinegar-cruet to one side of her nose she ruminated for an
nstant  then exclamed— No! I havent seen 1t smce I
put 1t there’ Runming to a Litle closet under the landing of
the stars she glanced n and returning told me that Quee
quegs harpoon was missmg _ Hes hilled himself  she
cned  1t's unfort nate Stiggs done over agan—there goes
another counterpane—God pity his poor mother!-—it will
be the rum of my house FHas the poor lad a sister?
Where’s that girl>—there Betty go to Snarles the Pamter
and tell lam to pamnt me a sign with— no  uicides per
mitted here and no smoking mn the parlor —might as
well Lill both birds at onge Kall? The Lord be merciful
to bus ghost! What s that noise there? You young man
avast therel

And running after me she caught me as I was agam tryng
1o force open the door

Iwont allow it I wonthave my premises spoded Go
for the lochsmith there s one about a mile from here  But
avast! putting ber hand n her side pocket ‘heres a hey
thatllfit T guess lets see’ And with that she turned 1t
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w the loch  but alas! Queequegs supplemental bolt re
mamed unwithdrawn within

“Hasve to burst 1t open ’ sud T and was running down
the entry 2 little for a good start when the landlady caught
at me agawm vowing I should not break down her prems es
but T tore from her and with a sudden bodnly ruch dashed
nyself full agasnst the mark

With a prodigious nowse the door flew open and the hnob
slamming agawmst the wall sent the plaster to the celing
and there good heavens! there sat Queequeg altogether cool
on his hams and holding Yoo on top of his head He
looled nesther one way nor the other way but sat khe 2
carved mage with scarce a sign of active life

Queequeg  .ad I gomng up to him  Queequeg, whats
the matter with you?
He hammt been a sittin <o all day has he? sad the

landlady

But all we said not a word could we drag out of him T
almost felt ke pushing him over, so as to change his
posttion, for 1t was almost intolerable it seemed so painfully
and ly © d ly as m all probabil
he had been sitting, so for upwards of eight or ten hours
gomg too without his regular meals

*Mrs Husey <ard I hes alize at all events so leave
us 1f you please, and T will see to this strange affarr myseli

Closing the door upon the landlady 1 endeavored to
srevatl upon Queequeg to take a charr but m vain  There
he sat, and all he could do—for all my polite arts and
blandishments—he sould not move a peg nor say a single
word nor even look at me nor notre my pre ence in the
shightest way

I wonder thought T if this cah possibly be a part of his
Ramadan do they fast on thew hams that way m bis
native 1sland It must be so yes, 1t 5 a part of hus creed
1 suppo.e_ well then let hum rest hell get up oanmer or
later, no doubt It can’t fast for ever, thank God and his
Ramadan only comes once a year 2nd I dont believe it’s
very punctual then

T went down to supper After siting a long tume hsten
wng to the long storles of some sailors who had just come




THE RAMADAN 85

from a plum pudding voyage as they called it (that 15 a
short whaling \oyage 1n a schooner or bng confined to the
north of the kne 'in the Atlantic Ocean only)  after histening
to the<e plum puddingers till nearly eleven oclock I went
up stairs to go to bed feeling quite sure by this time Quee
qQueg must certanly have brought s Ramadan to a
termination  But no there he was just where I had left
him he had not stirred an mnch I began to grow vexed
with him 1t <eemed so downrght senseless and 1Dsane to be
sitting there all day and half the night on lus hams in a
¢old room holding a piece of wood on his head

For heavens sahe Queequeg get up and shake your
self  get up and have some supper You'll starve youll
kil your<elf Queequeg  But not a word did he repiv

Despairing of him therefore I determined to go to bed
and to sleep, and no doubt before a great while he would
follow me  But previous to turning n I took my heavy
bearshin jachet and threw 1t over him as 1t promused to be
2 very cold night and he had nothing but his ordinary
round yachet on  For some time do all I would I could
10t get into the faintest doze I had blown out the candle
and ‘the mere thought of Queequeg—not four feet offi—
sttting there 1n that uneasy posttion stark alone in the cold
and dark this made me really wretched Think of 1t
<leeping all mght w the same room with a wvide awake
pagan on fus hams in this dreary unaccountable Ramadan!

But somehow I dropped off at last and knew nothing
more till break of day when looking over the bedside there
squatted Queequeg as if he had been screwed down to the
floor  But as <oon as the first ghmpse of sun entered the
window up he got with stiff and grating jomnts but with a
cheerful look limped towards me where I lay pressed hus
forehead agan agamnst mme and said his Ramadan was
over

Now as I before hinted I have no objection te any
person s religion be 1t what 1t may so long as that person
does not 1l or insult any other person because that other
person dont bulieve 1t also  But when a mans religion
becomes really frantic when 1t 15 a positive torment to him
and 1n fine makes this earth of ours an uncomfortable mn

-
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tolodge n then I think it high time to take that individual
asude and argue the pomt with him

And just so T now did with Queequeg  Queequeg’ sad
1, ‘get into bed now, and ke and histen to me' 1 then
went on beginming with the mse and progress of the
prnmitive religions and commg down to the varous rehigions
of the present time dunng which time I labored to show
Queequeg that all these Lents Ramadans and prolonged
ham quattings m cold cheerless rooms were stark non
sense bad for the health useless for the <out apposed, 10
short to the obvious laws of Hygene and common sense
[ told tum too that he being in other thmgs such an
extremely sensible and sagacious savage 1t pamed me, very
badly pained me to sec him now <o deplorably foolish about
this ndiculous Ramadan of his  Bemides argued T, fasting
mal es the body cive in hence the spint caves in and all
thoughts born of a fast must necessarily be half starved
This 1s the reason why most dyspeptic religiomsts cherish
such melancholy notions about thew hereafters In one
word Queequeg -d I rather disgressively hell 1g an 1dea
first horn on an undigested apple-dumphng and since then
perpetuated through the hereditary dyspepsias nurtured by
Ramadans

T then ashed Queequeg whether he himself was ever
troubled with dyspepsia ¢xpressing the idea very plawly,
0 that he could take 1t n He said no only upon one
memorable occasion It was after a great feast given by
bis father the Ling on the gaining of 2 great battle wheren
fifty of the enemy had been killed by about two o clock
m the aftermoon” and all cooked and eaten that very
evening

‘No more Queequeg’ smd I shudderng  that will
do, for I hnew the mferences without his further hmting
them I had secn a ailor who had visited that very island
and he told me that 1t was the custam when a great battle
had been gatned there to barbecue all the slain n the yard
or garden of the victor and then one by one they were
placed 1n great wooden irenchers and garmished round
like a plan with breadfrmt and cocoanuts and with some
parslev 1 their mouths were sent round with the victor s
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comphiments to all Ius friends just as though these presents
were so many Chnistmas turkeys

After all I do not think that my remarks about religion
made much impression upon Queequeg Because i the
first place he somehow seemed dull of hearng on that
important subject unless considered from s own pomnt
of view and, 1n the <econd place he did not more than
one third understand me couch my 1deas stmply as I would
and finally he no doubt thought he knew a good deal
more about the true rehgion than I did  He looked at me
with a sort of condescending concern and compasston as
though he thought 1t a great pity that such a sensible young
man should be o hopelessly lost to evangelical pagan
pety

At last we rose and dressed and Queequeg taking
a prodigious hearty breakfast of chowders of all sorts, sp
that the landlady should not make much profit by reason
of lis Ramadan_ we sallied out to board the Pequod saun
tering along and picking our teeth with halibut bones

CHAFTER \VIII
1S MARK

As we were walking down the end of the wharf towards
the ship Queequeg carrying his harpoon Captain Peleg
m lus gruff voce Joudly bailed us from his wigwam sa;
mg he had not suspected my friend was a canmbal and
furtbermore announcing that he let no canmbals on board
that craft unless they prewiously produced their papers

What do you mean by that Captamn Peleg? sad I
now jumping on the bulwarks and leaving my comrade
standing on the wharf

I mean he rephed he must show hus papers

les said Captamn Bidad m his bollow voice stick
g his head from behind Pelegs out of the wignam  He
must show that he s converted  Son of darkness he added
turned to Queequeg art thou at present 1n communion with
any Chrstian church?

Why said I, hes a member of the first Congre

Ve g -



88 OB} DICK

ganwnal Church’ Here be 1t sud that many tattooed
savages sathing 1n Nantachet ships at last come to be con
verted mnto the churches

Tirst Congrezational Church  cred Bildad  ‘what!
that worships m Deacon Deuteronomy Coleman s meeting
house? and so saying taking out his spectacles he rubbed
them with tus great yellow bandana handherchief and put
ting them on very carefully came out of the wigwam and
leaning stiffly over the bulwarks took a good long look at
Queequeg
How long hath he been a member? he then said turn
tng to me  not very lona I rather guess young man "

No sad Peleg  and he hasnt been baptized nght
aither or 1t would have washed some of that devils blue
off hus face

Do tell now  cned Bildad s this Phihstine a regu
lar member of Deacon Deuteronomys meeting? I never
saw hum going there and T pass 1t every Lords day’

‘I dont know anything about Deacon Deuteronamy of
s meeting swd I all ¥ know 15 that Queequeg hese
15 a born member of the First Congregational Church He
15 a deacon fum ell Queequeg 15

Young man sad Bildad ternly thou art <hylarking
swith me—explain thy elf thou young Hittite What church
dost thee mean? answer me

Fmding myself thus hard pushed 1 repbed ‘I mean
sic_the same ancient Cathohc Church to which you and T
and Captamn Peleg there and Queequeg here and all of us
and every mathers on and oul of us belong the great
and everlasting Tirst Congremation of this whole worship-
g world we all belong to that only some of us cherish
some crotchets noways touching the grand belief 1 that
we all jom hands

Splice thou mean st splice hands  cried Peley drawing
nearer  toung man soud better ship for a mussionary
mstead of a fore mast hand I never heard a better sermon
Dencon Deuteronomy—why Father Mapple himself couldn t
beat 1t and hes rechoned something  Come aboard come
aboard never mind about the papers I say tell Quohog
there—what’s that you call im? tell Quohog to step 2lons
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By the great anchor, what a harpoon hes got there! looks
Iike good stuff that and he handles 1t about night I say
Quohog or whatever your name 15 did you ever stand n
the head of a whale boat® did you ever strike a fish?

Without saying a word Queequeg n his wild sort of
way jumped upon the bulwarks from thence into the bows
of one of the whale boats hanging to the side and then
bracing his left knee and powsing his harpoon cred out
mn ome such way as this —

Capain you see lum small drop tar on water dere?
You see him? well spose lum one whale eye well den!
and taking sharp atm at 1t, he darted the 1ron right over
old Bildads broad brim clean across the ships dechs,
and struck the glistemng tar spot aut of sight

Now  sard Queequeg queetly hauling m the hLne
spos ee him whale-e eye why dad whale dead

Quick Bidad said Peleg his partner who aghast at
the close viamty of the flying harpoon had retreated
towards the cabin gangway  Quich I say you Bildad
and get the shups papers W\ e must have Hedgehog there
I mean Quohog 1n one of our boats Look ye Quohog
well give ye the mnetieth lay and thats more than ever
was given a harpooneer yet out of Nantucket

So down we went mto the cabm and to my great joy
Queequeg was soon enrolled among the same ships com
pany to which T myself belonged

VWhen all preltmmanes were over and Peleg had got
everything ready for signmg he turned to me and sad I
guess Quohog there don t know how to write does he? I
say Quohog blast yel dost thou sign thy pame or make
thy mark?

But at this question Queequeg who had twice or thrice
before taken part in sumlar ceremonies looked no way.
abashed but taking the offered pen copied upon the paper
in the proper place an exact counterpart of a queer round
figure which was tattoced upon Jus arm so that through
Captain Peleg s obstinate mustake touching s appellative
1t stood something like this —

Quohog
his B4 mark e
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Meanwhile Captzn Bildad sat earnestly and steadfastly
eyeing Queequeg and at last mising solemnly and fumbling
sn the huge pochets of his broad sharted drab coat took
out a bundle of tracts and sefecting one entitled  The Lat
ter Day Comung ar o Time to Lo e placed 1t i Quee
queg s hands and then graspwmg them and the book with
bath fus loohed earnestly tito fus eyes and <axd  Son of
darkness 1 must do my duty bv thee T am part owner of
ths ship and feel concerned for the souls of all sts crew
¥ thou stil chngest to thy Pagan ways which 1 sadly
fear 1 beseech thee remam not for 1ye a Behal bond man
Sputn the idol Bell and the tudeous dragon turn from
the wrath to come mnd thine eye [ say oh' goodness
gracious! steer clear of the fierv pit”

Something af the salt ea svet lingered m old Bildads
language beterogencously mixed with Scnptural and do
mestic phri es

Avast there avast there Bildad avast now spoiling our
harpaoneer teleg Pious harpooneers never make
good soyagers—it takes the sharh out of em no har
pooneet 15 worth a straw who amt pretty sharkish  There
was young N1t Swame once the bravest bpat header out
of all Nantuchet and the Vineyard he joined the meeung
and never came 10 good  He got so frightened about his
plaguy soul that he shrinhed and heered away from
whales for fear of after claps 1n ¢a e he got stove and went
to Davy Jones

Peleg? Peleg’ sad Biidad hfting s eyes and hands

thou thyself as T myself hast seen many a perilous hime
trou knowest Peler what tt 15 to have the fear of death,
how then canst thou prate mn this ungodly guise Thow
beliest thine own heart Peleg Tell me when this <ame
Pequod here had ber three masts overboprd m that fyphaon
oxl Japan that same \ovage when thou went mate with
Captam Abab did t thou nat thiak of Death and the Judg
ment then?

Hear lum_hear hum now  cried Peleg marching across
the cabin and thrusting hus hands far down mto his packets
~— hear hun 2l of 3¢ Think of that! When every mo
ment we thought the ship woild smk! Death and the
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Judgment then? What? With all three masts makimg
such an everlasting thundermg agamst the side and every
<ea breaking over us fore and aft Think of Death and
the Judgment then® No! no time to think about death
then  Life was what Captain Ahab and I was thinking of
and how to save all hands—how to hg jury masts—how
to (.;eli mto the neare<t port that was what I was think
mg o

Bildad <ard no more but buttomng up s coat stalked
on dech where we followed hum  There he stood very
quetly overloohing some sail makers who were mending a
top-sail in the wast MNow and then he stooped to pick
up a patch or save an end of the tarred twine which
otherwise might have been wasted

CHAPTER IV
THE PROPHET

Smpasates have ye shipped i that ship?

Queequeg and I had just left the Pequod und were
sauntening away from the water for the moment each oc
cupied with huis own thoughts when the above words were
Put to us by a stranger who pausmg before us levelled
his massive forefinger at the vessel in question He was
but shabbily apparelled n faded jachet and patched trows
ers a rag of a black handkerchief investing s neck A
confluent  mall pox had n all directions floned over lus
face and Jeft 1t hhe the complicated nbbed bed of a tor
rent when the ru hing waters hase been dned up

Have ye shipped in her? he repeated

Yon mean the ship Pequod I suppose said T trym,
to gain a Dittle more time for an unmterrupted look at him

Aye the Pequod—that ship there he said drawing
back his whole arm and then rapidly hoving 1t straight
out from im with the fived bayonet of his pomnted finger
darted full at the object

Yes e«aid I we have just signed the artcles’

Anything down there about your soul ?
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‘About what?

<Oh perhaps you hav n't got any,” he said quekly ~ No
matter though I know many chaps that havnt got any,—
good luck to em and they are all the better off forit A
soul s a sort of a fifth wheel to a wagon’

¢What are you jabbering about shipmate?’ smd T

He s got enough, though to make up for all deficienties
of that sort in other chaps abruptly said the stranger
placing a nervous emphasis upon the word he

Queequeg " smd I ‘let’s go this fefllow has broken
toose from somewhere hes talling about something and
somebody we don t know

¢Stop!  cried the stranger Ye said true—~ye havnt
seen Old Thunder yet have ye?

Whos Oid Thunder? said T agan riveted with the
1asane earnestoe s of his manner

Captain Ahab

What! the captain of our ship the Pequod?

‘Aye amony, some of us old sailor chaps he goes by that
name e hay nt <een him yet have ye?

‘No we havnt Hes sich they say but 15 getting bet
ter and will be all right again before long

All ight agamn before long! laughed the stranger with
a solemnly derisive sort of laugh  Lool ye when Captam
Ahab 1s all nght then this left arm of mme wil be all
right not before

What do you hnow about him?

What did they fell you about him? Say that!

They didnt tell much of anything about him only
Lve heard that hes a good whale hunter and a good cap
tain fo his crew

Thats true thats true—yes both true enough But
vou must jump when he gives an order Step and growl
grow! and go—thats the word wuh Captam Ahab  But
nothing about that thing that happened to him off Cape
Horn lang age when he lay like dead for three days and
nights nothmg about that deadly sknmmage with the
Spamard afore the altar 1 Santa?—hexrd nothing about
that eh? Nothing about the silver calabash he =pat nto?
And nothing about s fosing hts leg l_ast voyage, accord
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ing to the prophety Didnt ve bPear a word 7bout them
matters and something more ¢h®> o Idont think ye did
how could ye> Who krows 2> ot all Nantuchet 1 guess
But hows ever mayhap yeve heard tell about the leg and
how he lost it aye ve have heard of that I dare say
Oh yes that every one hnows amost—I mean they hnow
hg_s only cne leg and that a parmacetti took the other
o

My friend smd I what all this gibbensh of your
13 about I dont hnow and I dont much care for ot
seems to me that you must be a little damaged in the
head But if you are speaking of Captan Abab of that
ship there the Pequod then let me tell you that I know
all about the lo s of his leg

Al about 1t eh-—sure vou do?—all?

Pretty sure

With finger pomnted and eye levelled at the Pequod the
beggar like stranger stood a moment as 1f m a troubled
Teverie then starung a hitle tumned and said — Yeve
shipped have ve? Names down on the papers? Vel
well whats signed 1s signed and whats to be will be
and then agam perhaps 1t wont be after all  Any how
its all fixed and arranged aready and some satlors o
other must go with him I suppose as well these as any
other men God pity em! Morning to ve shipmates morn
mg the meffable heavens bless ye¢ Im sorry I stopped

Ye

Look here friend said 1 1f you have anything mm
portant to tell us out with 1t but if you are only trymg
to bamboozle us you are mustaken m your game thats all
I have to say

And 1ts said very well and I hke to hear a chap talk
up that way you are just the man for im—the likes of
ye Mornng to ve shipmates mornmng! Ob! when ye
get there tell em I ve concluded not to make one of em

Ah my dear fellow jou cant fool us that way—jyon
cant fool us It 1s the easiest thing m the world for 2
man to look as 1f he had a great secret n him’

Morning to ye shipmates morning

Morming 1t 15 said I Come along Quecqueg lets
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leave this crazy man But stop, tell me your pame, will
you?’

Eljah

hh):Jahl thought T and we walked away both comment
mg after each other’s fashion upon this ragged old sailer,
and agreed that he was nothmg but a humbug trymg to
be a bugbear  But we had not gone perhaps above 2 hus
dred yards when chancing to turn a corner and looking
bach as T did so who should be seen but Elyah foliowng
us though at a distance  Somehow the sight of hym struck
me so that T said nothing to Queequeg of tus bemng be-
hind but passed on with my comrade anxious to ste
whether the stranger would turn the same corner that we
did  He did and then 1t seemed to me that he was dog
ging us but with what mtent I could not for the lfe of
me imagme This arcumstance coupled with his ambigu
ous, hal{ nnting half revealng shrowded sort of talh now
begat in me all kinds of vague wonderments and half ap
prehensions and all connected with the Pequod and Cap
tan Abab and the leg be had lost and the Cape Horn
fit and the silver calabash and what Captain Peleg had
said of lim when T left the ship the day prewvious, and
the prediction of the squaw Tistig and the voyage we had
h‘())\md ourselves to satl and a bundred other shadowy
things

1 was resolved to satisfy myself whether this ragged
Clyah was really dogging us or not and with that mtent
erossed the way with Queequeg and on that side of 1t
retraced our steps But Ehjah passed on without seem
mg to notice us This reteved me and once more and
finally as 1t seemed to me I pronounced bim i my heart,
a humbug

CHAPTER “x
ALL ASTIR

A DaY of two passed and there was great activity aboard
the Pequod Not only were the old sails being mended,
but new sails were comung on board and bolts of tanvas
and cotls of ngging, 1n short, evervthing betokened that the
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ships preparations were hurrying to a close  Captan
Peleg seldom or never went ashore but sat n his wigwam
keeping a harp look-out upon the hands Bildad did all
the purchasing and providing at the stores, and the men
employed 1n the hold and on the nggimg were working till
long after mght fall

On the day following Queequeg s signing articles word
was given at all the inns where the ships company were
stopping that therr chests must be on board before night
for there was no telling how soon the vessel might be saihing
So Queequeg and I got down our traps resolving however
to sleep ashore till the last  But 1t seems they always give
very long notie n these cases and the ship did not sail
for everal days But no wonder there was a good deal
to be done and there 15 no teling how many things to
be thought of before the Pequod was fully equipped

Every ane hnaws whit 3 multrtude of things—beds sauce
pans bnives and forks shovels and tongs maphins nut
crachers and what not are ind: pensable to the business
of househeeping  Just so with whaling which necessitates
a three years housekeeping upon the wide ocean far from
all grocers costermongers doctors bakers and banhers
And thoush this also holds true of merchant vessels vet
not by any means to the same extent as with whalemen
For besides the great length of the whiling voyage the
numerous articles pecuhar to the prosecution of the fishery
and the 1mposstbility of replacing them at the remote har
bors ysually ir d 1t must be bered that of
all ships whaling vessels are the most expo ed to accidents
of all kinds and e pecially to the destruction and loss of
the very things upon which the success of the voyage most
depends Hence the spare boats spare spars and spare
lines and harpoons and spare everythings almost but 4
opare Captain and duplicate ship

At the pertod of our arnival at the Island the heavie-t
storage of the Pequod had been almost completed com
pusing her beef bread water fuel and won hoops and
staves But as before hinted for some time there was a
eontinual fetching and carrying on board of divers odds and
ends of things both large and small
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Chief among those who did this fetching and cartying
was Captam Bildad s sister a lean old lady of a most de
ternined and indefatigable spint but withal very hind
hearted who seemed resolved that, af ske could help 1t
nothing should be found wanting 1n the Pequod after
once fairly getting to <ea At one time she would come
on board with a Jar of pickles for the steward s pantry,
another time with a bunch of quills for the chief mates
desh where he hept hus log a third tume with a roll of
flannel for the small of some one s theumatic back ~ Never
did any woman better deserve her name which was Chanty
—Aunt Charty as everybody called her And Like a s
ter of chanitv did this chantable Aunt Chanty bustle about
futher and thither ready to turn her band and heart (0
anvthing that promised to yield safety comfort and con
solation to all on board a ship 1n which her beloved brother
Bildad was concerned and mn which she herself owned
a score or two of well saved dollars

But 1t was startling 1o see this excellent hearted Quak
eress coming on board as she did the last day, with a long
oil Jadle n one hand and a still longer whaling lance 10
the other Nar was Bildad himself nor Captain Peleg at
all backward  As for Bildad he carried sbout with him 2
Tong list of the articles needed and at everv fresh armval
down went lus mark opposite that article upon the paper
Fvery once 1n a while Peleg came hobbling, out of his whale-
bone den roaring at the men down the hatchways roar
g up to the riggers at the mast head and then concluded
by roaring back 1nto hts wignam

During these days of preparation Queequeg and I often
wvisited the crait and 1s often I ashed about Captain Ahab
and how he was and when he was going to come on board
Ius ship  To these questions they would answer that he
was getting better and better and was expected aboard
every day meantime the two Captans, Peleg and Bildad
could attend to everything necessary to fit the vessel for
the voyage If I had been downright honest with myself
T would have seen very planly in myv heart that I dd
but hali fancy bemng commutted this way to so long 4
voyage without once laying my eyes on the man who w2
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to be the ahsolute dictator of 1t so soon as the ship sailed
out upon the open <ea But when a man suspects any
Wrong 1t sometimes happens that if he be already mvolved
i the matter he insen 1bly strives to cover up his sus
pcions even from himself  And much this way it was
with me T said nothing and tried to think nothing

At last 1t was given ot that <ome time pett day the ship
would certainhy sail So nmext morming Queequeg and I
took a very early start

CHAPTER \XI
GOINC ABOARD

It was nearly six ocloch but only grey imperfect musty
dawn when we drew migh the wharf

There are some ailors runming ahead there if I see
night  said T to Queequeg 1t cant be shadow shes off
by sunrise T guess come on

Avast!’ cried a voice whose owner at the same tume
comng close behund us laid a hand upon both our shoul
ders and then 1n muating humself between us _stood stoop
ing forward a httle in the uncertamn twilight strangely
peenn,, from Queequeg to me It was Ehjab

Gomg aboard?

Hands off will you sad T

Lookee here said Queequeg shaking himself go
way!

Amnt gomg aboard then?

Yes weare sard I but what business 1s that of yours?
Do you know Mr Llyah that I consider you a Ittle 1m
pertinent?

No no no I wasnt awire of that said Eljah slowly
and wondermngly lgoking from me to Queequeg with the
most unaccountable glances

Elyjah’ sard T you will oblige my friend and me by
withdrawing  We are gomg to the Indan and Pacfic
Oceans and would prefer not to be detained

Ye be be ye? Coming back afore breakfast?
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‘Hes cracked Queequeg,” sad I, “come on”

“Holloa!” cried stationary Eljah haihing us when we
had removed a few paces

“Never mind im,” said I, Queequeg come on’

But he stole up to us agmn_and suddenly clappiag his
hand on my shoulder, said— Did ye see anything looking
like men gomng towards that ship a while ago?

Struck by this plan matter of fact question I angwered
saying  Yes I thought T did see four or five men but it
was too din to be sure

“Very dim very dim’ said Elyah ¢ Morning to ye

Once more we quitted him  but once more he came
softly after us and touching my shoulder again, said  ‘See
if you can find em pow will ye?

Yind who?

Morning to ye! morming to yel he rejoined agan
moving off  Oh' I was going to warn ye agamst—but
never mind never mund—its all one all i the family too,
—sharp Irost this mornmg amnt it?  Good bye to 3e
Shant see ve agamn very soon I guess unless 1t pefore
the Grand Jurv  And with these cracked words he finally
departed leaving me for the moment n no small wonder
ment at his trantic impudence

At last stepping on board the Pequod we found every
thing m profound quet not a oul moving The cabin
entrance was loched within the hatches were all on and
{fumbered with coils of nigging  Going forward to the fore
castle we found the lide of the scuttle open Seemng 2
Iight we went down and found only an old rigger there
wrapped 1n a tattered pea jacket He was thrown at whole
lengtli upon two chests his face downwards and inclosed
hm In folded arms The profoundest slumber slept upon

m

Jhose sallors we san  Queequeg Where can they have
gone to? said T loohing dubiously at the sleeper But
it ceemed that, when on the wharf Queequeg had not at
all noticed what I now alluded to hence I would have
thought my.elf to have been optically decenved in that
matter were 1t not for Elijah s otherwise mesplicable ques
tion But I beat the thing down and again marbing the
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sleeper jocularly hinted to Queequeg that pethaps we had
best 1t up with the body te'ling bim to establish himself
accordingly  He put his hand upon the sleepers rear as
though feeling 1f 1t was soft enough and then without
more ado sat quetly down there

“Gracious! Queequeg dont sit there sad ¥

Oh perry dood seat smd Queequeg my country
way wont hurt him face *

Facet/ said I call that s face? very benevolent
countenance then but how bard he breathes hes heaving
Tumself get off Queequeg vou are heavy its gnading the
fsce of the poor ~ Get off Queequeg! Look hell twitch
you off soon T wonder he dont wake

Queequeg removed himself to just beyond the head of
the sleeper and lighted hi» tomahawh pipe I sat at the
feet Tie hept the pipe passing over the sleeper from one
to the other Meanwhile upon questiomng him m his
broken fashion Queequeg gave me to understand that
bis land owing to the absence of settees and solas of all
sorts the hing chiefs and great people generally were 1n
the custom of fattemng ome of the lower orders for ot
tomans and to furmsh a house comfortably 1n that respect
you had enly to buy up eight or ten lazy fellows and lay
them around 1n the piers and alcoves Bewdes 1t was
very convement on an excursion much better than those
garden-chairs which are convertible mto walking sticks
upon occasion a chief calling his attendant and desirmg
him to make a ettee of himself under a spreadin, tree
perhaps 1n some damp marshy place

While narrating these things every tune Queequeg re
cetved the tomahawk from me he flourished the hatchet
side af 1t over the sleeper s head

What s that for Queequeg?

Perry easy hill e oh! perry easyl

He was gong on with ome wild remuniscences about his
tomahawk pipe which 1t seemed had 1n 1ts two uses both
brained his foes and sootbed his oul when we were di
rectly attracted to the sleeping rigger The strong vapor
now completely filling the contracted hole 1t began to t “
upon lum  He breathed with a sort of muffledness,

*



100 AIOBY DICh

acemed troubled in the nose then revolved over once of
svwace then sat up and rubbed his eyes
Holloa! he breathed at last who be ye smokers?’
Shipped men * answered I when does she suil?
Aye aye ye are going mn her be ye? She sails to-day
The Captain cime aboard last night *
What Captam?—Ahab?
‘Who but him indeed?
1 was going to ash hum some further questions concern
ing Ahab” when we heard a noise on dech
Holloa' Starbuck’s astir  said the rigge- Hes a
lively chief mate that good man and a pious, but all
alive now, I must turn to  And so <aymg he went on
desk and we followed
It was now clear sunrse  Soon the crew came on board
m twos and threes the riggers bestired themselves, the
mates were actively engaged, and several of the shore peo
ple were busy in bringmg vanous last things on board
Meanwhile Captamn Abab remamed nvimibly enshrmed
within his cabin

CHAPTER \XAII
MERRY CHRISTMAS

A~ length towards noon upon the final dismssal of
he ships nggers and after the Fequod hid been hauled
out from the wharf and after the ever thoughtful Chanty
had come off m a whale boat, with her last gift—a night
cap for Stubb the second mate her brother inlaw and 2
spare Bible for the steward—after all this the two Cap
tams Peleg and Bildad 15 ued from the cabin, and turmng
to the chief mate Peleg said
‘Now Mr Starbuch are you sure everything 1s nght?
Captam Ahab 1s all ready—just spoke to himn-—nothing
more to be got from <hore eh? Well, call all hands, then
Muster em aft here—blast em!
-~ No need of profane words however great the burry
Peleg said Bildad but away with thee friend Starbuck
and do our bidding”
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How now! Here upon the very point of starting for
the voyage Captain Ieleg and Captan Bildad were going
it with a tigh hand on the quarter-dect just as if they
were o be jomt-commanders at sea as well as to all ap
pearances m port And as for Captain Ahab no sym of
him was yet to be een only they said he was m the
cabin But then the 1dea was that his presence was by
no means necessary 1o getting the ship under weigh and
steering her well out to ea Indeed as that was not at
all his proper busines but the pilots and as he was not
yet completely recovered—so they said—therefore Captain
Ahab stayed below  \nd all this seemed ratural enough
especially as in the merchant service many captains never
show themselves on deck for a derable time after heav
g up the anchor but remain over the cabm table having
a farewell merry making with therr shore friends before
they quit the ship for good with the pilot

But there was not much chance to think over the mat
ter for Captamn Peleg was now all ahve He seemed to
do most of the talking and commanding and not Bildad

Aft here ye sons of bachelors he cried as the sailor.
lingered at the main mast  Mr Starbuch dnive em aft

Strike the tent there! —was the next order As I hinted
before this whalebone marquee was never pitched except
m port and on board the Pequod for thirty years the
order to stnle the tent was well known to be the next
thing to heaving up the anchor

Aan the capstan! Blood and thunder'—jump! —was
the next command and the crew sprang for the handspikes

Now n getting under wel,h the station generally oc
cupied by the pilat 15 the forward part of the ship  And
bere bildad who with Peleg be 1t known 1n addition to
lus other officers was one of the licensed pilots of the port
—he bemg suspected to have got humself made a pilot m
order to save the Nantucket pilot fee to all the ships he
was concerned 1 for he never piloted any other craft—
Bildad I say mught now be seen actively engaged n
locking over the bows for the approaching anchor and_at---
mtervals singing what seemed a dismal stave of psalmody
to cheer the hands at the winalass who roa.r?i forth some~ —~
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sort of chorus about the girls 1n Booble Alley, with hearty
good Wil Nevertheless, not three days previous Bildad
had toid them that no profane songs would be alloned on
board the Pequod particulatly n getting under weigh and
Chanty s sister had placed a small choice copy of Watts
1 eich seaman s berth

Meantime overseeng the other part of the ship, Captan
Peleg nipped and swore astern in the most frightiul man
ner 1 almost thought he would sink the ship befare the
anchor vould be got up 1nvoluntanly I paused on my
handspike and told Queequeg to do the same, thinking of
the penily we both 1o m starting on the voyage with such
a dewil for a pilot I was comforting myself however
with the thought that mn pous Bildad might be found some
salvation, spite of his seven hundred and seventy seventh
lay when I felt a sudden sharp poke 1n my rear and turn
mg round was hornfied at the apparttion of Captam
Peleg m the act of withdrawing his leg from my mmmedute
vicmity That was my first kich

Is that the way they heave in the marchant service?
he roared  Spring thou sheep head spring and b eah
thy backbone! YWhy dont ye spring I say all of ye—
spring!  Quohog! spring, thou chap with the red whskers
spring, there Scotch-cap spring thou green pants Spring
1say all of ye and spring your eyes out!  And so saying
te moved along the windlass here and there using hus leg
very freely while imperturbable Bildad kept leading off
with his pralmody Thinhs I Captam Peleg must have
been drnking something to day

At last the anchor was up the <ails were set and off
we glided Tt was 2 short cold Chnstmas  and as the short
notthern day merged mto mght we found ourselves almost
broad upon the wintry ocean who e freezing spray cas
us In ce as m polished armor The long rows of teeth
on the bulwarks glstened 1n the moonlight and like the
white 1ory tusls of some huge elephant vast cusving
wicles depended from the bows

Lank Bildad as pilot headed the first watch and ever
and anon as the old craft deep dived into the green seas,
and ent the shwvermng frost all over her and the wix
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howled, and the cordage rang his steady notes were heard —

“Swect fields beyond the sweling flood
Stand dre <ed 1 Iving green
So to the Jens old Canzan stood
While Jordan rolied betwcen

Never did those sweet words sound more sweetly to me
than then  They were full of hope and frmtion  Spite of
this ftipd winter night n the bonterous Atlantic spite of
my wet feet and wetter jachet there was yet 1t then <eemed
10 me many a pleasant haven in store and meads and
glades so eternally vernal that the grass shot up by the
sprung untrodden unwilted remains at mid<ummer

At last we gamed such an offing that the two pilots
were needed no longer The stout sail boat that had ac
companmied us began ranging alongside

Tt was curious 1nd not unpleasing how Peleg and Bildad
were affected at this juncture especially Captam Bildad
For Joath to depart yet very loath to leave for good a
ship bound on <o long and perilous a voyage—beyond both
stormy Capes a ship in which some thousands of lus hard
earned dollars were invested a ship m which an old ship-
mate sailed as captain a man almost as old as he once
more starting to encounter all the terrors of the ptiless
Jaw loath to say good bye to a thing so every way brimful
of every mterest to lum —poor old Bildad lingered long
Paced the deck with anuous stndes ran down into the
cabin to speak anmother farewell word there again came
on deck and looked to windward looked towards the wide
and endless waters only bounded by the far off unseen
Eastern Continents looked towards the land looked aloft
looked right and left looked evcrywhere and nowhere and
at last mechamcally coiling 2 rope upon 1its pin convulsively
grasped stout Peleg by the hand and holding up 2 lantern
for a moment stood gazing heroically m his face as much
as to say Nevertheless friend Peleg I can stand 1t yes

1 can
As for Peleg himself he took 1t more like a pht
but for all lis philosophy there was a tear twin} 3
eye when the lantern came too near And he !
.
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little run from the cabm to deck—now a word below, and
now a word with Starbuck the chief mate

But at last, he turned to his comrade with a final sort
of look about him — Captain Bildad—come, old shipmate
wemust go  Back the mainyard there! Boat ahoy! Stand
by to come close alongside now! Careful carefull~come,
Bildad boy-—say your last Juch to ye Starbuch—Tuch
to ye Mr Stubb—luck to ye Mr Flash—good bye and
good Tuck to ye all—and thisday three years Il have a hot
supper smobing for ye 1 old Nantuchet Hurrah and
avavl

God bless ye and bave ye in Fiis holy keeping men’
murmured old Bildad almost incoherently <1 hope yel
have fine weather now so that Captamn Ahab may soob
be moving among ye—a pleasant sun 1s all he need , and
yell have plenty of them m the tropic voyage ye go  Be
.areful m the hunt ye mates Dont stave the boats need
festly ye harpooneers good white cedar plan 1s rassed full
three per cent withm the year Dont forget your prayers
either  Mr Starbuch mind that cooper dont waste the
spare staves  Oh!' the sail needles are in the green locker!
Dont whale 1t too much a Lords davs men but dont
wmss a fair chance either thats rejecting Heavens good
giits  Have an eye to the molasses tierct Mr Stubb it
way a lutle leaky 1 thought If ye touch at the slands
Mr Fhsl beware of fornication Good bye good bye!
Dont keep that cheese too long down in the hold Mr Star
buck 1t1l <poil  Be careful with the butter—twenty cents
the pound 1t was and mund ve jf——

Come come Captain Bildad stop palavering —away!’
and with that Peleg hurried hum over the side and botb
dropt nta the boat

Ship and boat diverged the cold, damp mght breeze
blew between a screamng gull flew overhead, the two
hulls wildly rolled we gave three heavy hearted cheers;
and blindly plunged Il e fate into the Ione Atlantic
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CHAPTER \AIIT

THE LEE SHORE

Soue chapters bach one Bulhington was poken of a
tal' new landed manner encountered 1 New Bedford at
the 1an

When on that shivering winter s mght the Pequod thrust
ber vindictne bows into the cold malicious waves who
should I see standing at her helm but Bulkngton! I looked
with ympathetic awe and fearfulness upon the man who
m mud winter just landed from a four years dangerous
voyage could o unrestingly push off again for still another
tempestuous term  The land seemed <corching to his feet
Wonderfullest things are ever the unmentionable deep
memorses yield ro epitarhs this sixinch chapter 1s the
stoneless grave of Bulkington Let me only say that
fared with lum as with the storm tos ed ship that mis
erably drives along the leeward land  The port would famn
give .uccor the port 15 pitiful 1n the port 15 safety com
fort hearthstone supper warm blankets fniends all thats
kind to our mortalities But n that gale the port the
Iand 15 that ships direst jeopardy she must fly all hos-
pitality one touch of land though 1t but graze the heel
would make her shudder through and through With all
her might he crowds all sail off shore 1n so dong fights
gamst the very winds that fain would blow her homeward
seeks zll the jashed seas landlessness agamn for refuges
sake forlornly rushing 2 o penl, her only friend her bit
tere t foc'

Kaow ye now Bulkington? Glunpses do 3e seem ta
see of that mortally intolerable truth that all deep earnest
thinking 15 but the intrepid effort df the soul to keep the
open ndependence of her sea while the wildest winds of
heaven and earth consprre to cast her on the treacherous

lavish shore?

But as 1n landlessness alone resides highest truth  hore
less indefinte as God--so better 1s st to perish in that
bowhng mfinite than be mglonously dashed upon the lee

even if that were safety! For worm like then oh! who'
w
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issues that whaling may well be regarded as that Egyptian
mother, who bore offspring themselves pregnant from her
womb It would be a hopeless endless task to catalogue
all these things Let a handful sufice For many years
past the whale shyp has been the pioneer i ferreting out
the remotest and least known parts of the earth She has
explored seas 1nd archipelagoes which had ro chart where
no Cook or Vancouver had ever salled If Amencan and
European men of war now peacefully nde m once savage
harbors let them fire salutes to the honor and glory of
the whale ship which originally showed them the way, and
first interpreted between them and the savages They may
celebrate as they will the heroes of Exploring Lxpeditions,
vour Coohes your hrusensterns but I say that scores of
anonymous Captamns have mled out of Nantuchet that
were as great and greater than your Cooke and your hru
senstern  For i their succorless empty handedness, they
m the heathemsh sharked waters and by the beaches of
unrecorded javehn islands battled with virgin wonders
and terrors that Cooke with all his marines and muskets
would not have willinglv dared All that 1s made such a
flourssh of in the old South Sea Voyages those things were
but the lite time commonplaces of our heroic Nantucket
ers  Often adventures which Vancouver dedicates three
chapters to these men accounted unworthy of bemng set
down 1n the ships common log Ah the worldl Oh the
world!

Until the whale fishery rounded Cape Horn no com
merce but colomal _carcely any mtercourse but colonial
was carried on between Europe and the long lne of the
opulent Spamsh provinces on the Paafic coast It was
the whaleman who first broke through the jealous policy
of the Spanish crown tuuching those colontes  and 1f space
permutted 1t might be & tinctly shown how from those
whalemen at last eventuated the liberation of Peru Chil,
and Bohwia from the yoke of Old Spamn and the estab
hshment of the eternal democracy 1n those parts

That great America on the other side of the sphere
Austraia was giwven to the enlightened world by whale-
man  After its first blunder born discovery by a Dutck
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man all other ships long shunned those shotes as pestifer
ously barbarous, but the whale-ship touched there The
whale-ship 15 the true mother of that now mighty colony
Moreover, 1n the infancy of the first Australian ettlement
the emigrants were several times sased from stanation
by the benevolent biscust of the whale ship luckily dropping
an anchor n ther waters The uncounted isles of all
Polynesia confess the same truth and do commercial hom
arge to the whale p that cleared the way for the mis
stonary and the merchant and in many cases carried the
pPrimitve mussionaries to their first destinattons  If that
double bolted land Japan 1s ever to become hosputable
1t 1s the whale ship alone to whom the credit will be due
for already she 15 on the threshold

But 1f, n the face of all thy  you still declare that whaling

s no zsth 1y noble a d with 1t
then am I ready to shiver fifty lances with you there and
unhorse you with a sphit helmet every time

The whale has na famou author, and whaling no famous
chronicler you will say

The whale no famous author and whalmg no famous
chronicler? Who wrote the first account of our Levrathan?
Who but mighty Job? And who composed the first nar
ratie of a whaling voyage? VWho but no less a prince
than Alfred the Great who with his own royal pen took
down the words from Other the Normegian whale bunter of
those times! And who pronounced our glowrrg evlogy 1n
Parlament? Vho but Edmund Burke! '

True enough but then vhalemen themselves are poor
devils they have no good bleod 1n their vuas

No good blood sn therr cins?  They have something
better thin royal blood there The prandmother of
Benjamun  Frankhn was Mary Morrel  afterwards by
marriage Mary Folger one of the old ettlers of Nantucket
and the ancestress to a long hine of Folgers and karpooneers
—-all lith and kin to noble Benjamin—this lay darting
the barbed 1ron from one side of the world to he other

Good agamn but then all confess that somufow whaling
13 not respectable

W haling not respectable; Whalng 1s impentall By ¢ ¥

o

p—
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Enghsh statutory law, the whale 15 declared “a royal fish "

Oh thats only nomumall The whale humself has never
figured 10 any grand 1mposing way

The whale ne er figured in any grand smposmg w0yl
In one of the mighty triumphs given to 2 Roman general
upon his entering the world s capital the bones of a whale
brought all the way from the Syman coast were the most
conspicuous object 1 the cymballed procession *

Grant it simnce you cite 1t but say what you will there
15 no real digmty wn whaling

No digmty i whaling? The digmty of our calling the
verv heavens atte t Cetus 1s a constellation 1n the South!
No more! Drive down vour hat in presence of the Czar
and take 1t off to Queequeg! No more! I know a man
that n his Lfetime has taken three hundred and fifty
whales I account that man more honorable than that
great captan of antiquity who boasted of t.ling as many
walled towns

And as for me if by any possibility there be any as
yet undiscovered prime thing iz me of I shall ever deserve
anv real repute mn that small but Ingh hushed world which
1 might not be unreasonably ambitious of 1if hereafter I
shall do anything that upon the whole a m.n mught rather
have done than to have left undone 1if 2t my death my
executors or mare properly my creditors find any precious
MSS 1n my desk then here ¥ prospectively acribe all the
honor and the glory to whalng for a whale ship was
my Yale College and my Harvard

2 See subsequent chapters for something more on this head

CHAPTER \XV
POSTSCRIPT

T behalf of the digmty of whaling I would famn advance
naught but substantiated facts But after embatthing tus
facts an advocate who should wholly suppress a not un
rea-onable surmuse which might tell eloquently upon his
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cause—such an advocate would he not be blameworthy ?

It 15 well hnown that at the coronaton of hangs and
queens even modern ones, a certmn cunous process of
Seasoning them for therr functions 1s gone through There
is a saltcellar of tate o called and there may be a castor
of state  How they u.e the salt precisely—who hnows?
Certamn I am however that 2 hings head 1s solemnly oiled
at his coronation even 18 a head of salad Can 1t be
though that they anomt it with a view of making its m
terior un well as they anont machiners? Much might

ruminated here concerning the essential diomity of this

tegal process becau e in common life we esteem but meanly
and contemptibly a2 fellow who anomts lus har and pal
pably mells of that anomting In truth a mature man
who uses hair-oil unless medicinally that man has probably
got a quoggy pot i him somewhere As a general rule,

e cant amount to much 10 his totality

But the only thing to be con idered here 1s this—
what kind of ¢l 1s used at coronations® Certanly 1t can
not be olive ol nor macas<ar ol nor castor ol nor bear’s
oil nmor tram ol nor cod Iner oil  What then can it
Pos 1bly be but the sperm o1l n 1ts unmanufactured un
Polluted state the sweetest of all 01-?

Think of that ve loyal Bntons! we whalemen supply
your kings and queens with coronation stuff!

CHAPTER \WXVI
KNIGHTS AND SQUIRES

Tre chuef wate of the Pequod was Starbuck a nauve
of Nantuchet and a Quaker by descent He was a long
earnest man and thoush born on an cy coast seemed
well adapted to endure hot latitudes his flesh bemng hard
as twice baked hiscmt  Tran ported to the Indies hus
Ine blood would not poil like bottled ale  He must have
been born 1n <ome time of general drought and famme or
upon one of those fast days for which his state 15 famous
Only some thirty and suttmers bad he seen those sum/,.
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mers had dried up all his physical superfluousness But
this us thinness <o to speak seemed no more the tohen
of wasting anueties and cares thin 1t seemed the sndica
tton of 1y bodily blight Tt was merelv the condensation
of the man He was by no means il looking quite the
contrary His pure tight skin was an excellent fit and
closely “wrapped up 1 1t and embalmed with inner health
and strength ke a rewivified Egyptian this Statbuck
seemed prepared to endure for long ages to come and to
endure alwavs s now  for be 1t Polar now or tornd sun
Dike a patent chronometer his ntertor vitality was war
ranted to do well in all climates Locking into s eyes,
you seemed to see there the yet hnrering image, of those
thousand fold penls he had calmly confronted through
Ife A staid steadfast man whose life for the most part
was a tellinv pantomime of action and not a tame chapter
of sounds Yet for all hts hardy sobriety and fortrtude
there were certmn qualities 1n hum which at times affected
and 1n_ome cases seemed well mgh to overbalance all the
rest  Uncommonly consuientious for a seaman and en
dued with a deep natural reverence the wild watery lone
line 5 of his Life did therefore strongly mcline him to super
sttion  but to thot ort of super titon which m ome
orgamzation eems rather to spring somehow from intell
gence than trom ignorance  Outward portents and neyard
presentiments were hts  And if 4t times these thine bent
the welded won of hs soul much more did his far away
domestic memorses ot his young Cape wife and ¢ 1d tend
to bend him <tdl more from the ongnal ruggedne s of his
nature and open him stll further to tho e latent infiu
ences which 1n <ome honcst hearted men restrun the gush
of dare-devil daring 5o often evinced by others 1n the more
perilous viey situdes of the fishery I will have no man
m my boat said Starbuck  who is not afraid of a whale
By this he eemed to mean not only that the mo t reliable
and u eful courage was that which an es from the far
estimation of the encountered peml but that an utterly
fearless man 1s 2 far more dangerous comrad~ thar a coward
Aye aye’ said Stubb the cecond mate  Starbuck there
13 as careful a man as you'll find anywhere m this fishery
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But we shall ere long see what that word ‘ careful precisely
means when used by a man like Stubb or almost any other
whale hunter

Starbuch w1s no crusader after penls n him courage
W1s not 2 sentiment but a thing <imply useful to hm
and always at hand upon all mortally practical occasions
Besides he thought perhaps  that i this business of
whaling courage was ore of the great staple outfits of the
ship Ihe her beef and her bread and not to be foolishly
wasted  VWherefore he had po fancy for lowermg for
whales after sun-down nor for persisting in fighting a
fish that too much persisted 1n fighting lim  For _thought
Starbuch I am here 1n this cntical ocean to hill whales
for my hiving and not to be killed by them for thewrs and
that hundreds of men had been so hilled Starbuck well
knew \What doom was s own fathers? Where i the
bottomless deeps could he find the torn Imbs of his
brather?

With memones like these :m lum and moreover given
10 2 certamn superstitioustiess as has been said  the courage
of this Starbuck which could nevertheless still flounsh
mu t indeed have been extreme But 1t was not i rea
sonable nature that a man so orgamzed and with such
ternble evperiences and remembrances as he had 1t was
not 1n nature that the e things should farl mn latently en
gendenng an element 1n lum which under smtable ar
cum tances would break out from 1ts confinement and
burn all his courae up  Ard brave as be might be 1t
was that sort of bravery chiefly wisible in some mtrepid
men whict while generally abiding firm tn the conflict
with eas or wind or whales or any of the ordmary i
rational horrors of the world yet cannot wathstand tho e
more ternfic becay e more piritpal terrors which come
times menzce you from the concentrating brow of an en
raged and mighty ynan

But were the coming narrative to reveal in any nstance
the complete abasement of peor Starbuck s fortitude scarce
mght I have the heart to write 1t but 1t 15 a thing most
sorrowful nay shocking to expose the fall of valor in the
soul Men may seem detestable as Jamt stock-comp
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and nations, knaves, fools, and murderers there may be
men may have mean and meagre faces but man, m the
1deal 15 so noble and so <parkling such a grand and glow
ing creature that oser any ignomumous blemsh i him
all Ius fellows should run to throw their costhest robes
That 1mmaculate maniiness we feel within ourselves <o far
within us that it remams ntact though all the outer
character scem gone bleeds with heenest anguish at the
undraped spectacle of 1 valor runed man  Nor can piety
itself at such a shameful sight completely stifle her up-
bradings again t the perrutting stuws  But this august
Aignity 1 treat of 1s mot the dignity of hings and robes,
but that abounding digmity which has no robed nvestiture
Thou .halt see 1t shimng n the arm that wields a pick
or drives a sprhe that democratic digmty which on all
hands radiates without end from God Himself! ‘The great
God absolute! The centre and circumference of all de-
mocracy! His ommpresence our divine equalitv!

If then to meanest maniners and reneg.des and cast
aways I shall hereafter asenbe high qualities though dark,
weave around them tragic graces 1f even the most mourn
ful perchance the most abased among them all shall at
times lift himself to the evalted mounts 1f 1 shall touch
that workmans arm vith some ethereal light if T <hall
spread a rambow over his disastrous set of .un then
aganst all mortal critics bear me out mn 1t thou just
Spint of Equality which hast spread one royal mantle
of humanity over all my kind! Bear me out m 1t, thou
great democratic God! who didst not refuse to the swart
convict Bunyan the pale poetic peatl Thou y ho didst
clothe with doubly hammered leaves of fine t rold the
stumped and paupered arm of old Cervantes, Ihou who
didst pick up Andrew Jackson from the pebbles who didst
hurl him upon a war hor ¢ who didst thunder im gher
than 1 throne! Thou who i all Thy mighty earthly march
mgs ever cuilest Thy selectest champions from the kingly
commons bear me out m 1t, O God!
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CHAPTER XAVIT
RNICHTS AND SQUIRES

Stun was the second mate  He was a native of Cape
Cod and hence according to local usage was called a
Cape Cod man A happy go lucky  neither craven nor
valiant taking penils as they came with an indifferent air
and while engaged 1n the most imminent cnsis of the chase,
toing away calm and collected as a jJourneyman joiner
engaged for the year Good humored easy and careless,
he presided over his whale boat as 1f the most deadly en
counter were but a dinner and his crew all invited guests

e was as particular about the comfortable arrangements
of Iug part of the boat as an old stage-dniver 1s about the
snugmess of s box  When close to the whale 1n the very
death loch of the fight he handled his unpitying lance
coolly and off handedly as a whistling tinker his hammer
He would hum over his old nigadig tunes while flank and
Rank with the most exasperated monster Long usage had
for this Stubb converted the jaws of death mnto an easy
chair  What he thought of death itself there 1s no tell
ing Whether he ever thought of 1t at all mught be a
question but if he ever did chance to cast us mmnd
that way after a comfortable dinner no doubt Iike a good
salor he took 1t to be a sort of call of the watch to tumble
aloft and bestir th lves there about hing which
he would find out when he obeyed the order and not
sooner

What perhaps with other things made Stubb such
an easy going unfearing man so cheenly trudging off with
the burden of Itfe mn a world full of grave peddlers all
bowed to the ground with therr packs what helped to
bring about that almost impious goed humor of his that
thing must have been his pipe  For hhe his nose lis
short black Iittle pipe was one of the regular features of
Iis face ‘You would almost as soon have expected him
to turn out of his bunk without his nose as without his
pipe  He kept a whole row of pipes there ready Joaded
stuck 1n 2 rack within easy reach of his hand and when

—
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ever he turned i, he smoked them all out 1n succession,
liphting one from the other to the end of the chapter,
then loading them agam to be in readmness anew For,
when Stubb dressed, mstead of first putting his legs nto s
trowsers, he put his pipe 1nto s mouth

T say this continual smoking must have been one cause,
at least of s peculiar disposition, for every one knows
that this early air whether ashore or afloat 1s termbly
infected with the nameless museries of the numberless mor
tals who have died exhaling 1t and as in time of
cholera some people go about with 2 camphorated hand
kerchief to their mouths So hhewise agamst all mortal
taibulations Stubb s tobacca smoke might have operated as
2 sort of disinfecting agent

The third mate was Flask a nmative of Tishury
Marthas Vineyard A short stout ruddy young feilow
very pugnacious concerning whales who omehow seemed
to think that the great Lewiathans had persomally and
heredutanily affronted lim and therefore 1t was p sort
of pomt of honor with him to destroy them whenever
encountered  So utterly lost was he to all sense of rever
ence for the many marvels of therr majestic bulk and
mystic ways and so dead to anything like an apprehen
sion of any possible danger from encountenng them that
m his poor optnion the wondrous whale was but a species
of magmfied ymouse or at least water rat requiring only 2
little circumvention and some small apphcation of time
and trouble m order to Lill and boil  Ths ignorant uncon
scious fearlessness of his made him a hitle wagmsh 1 the
matter of whales he followed these fish for the fun of 1t,
and a three years voyage round Cape Homn was only a
jolly Johe that lasted that length of time  As a carpenters
nails are dinded into wrought nails and cut nails so man
kind may be suntlarly divided Lattle Flash was one of
the wrought ones made to chinch tight and last long  They
called lim kang Post on board of the Pequod because in
form, he could be well likened to the short square timber
known by that name m Arctic whalers and which by the
means of many radiating side timbers 1ipserted into It
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serves to brace the ship against the icy concussions of those
battering seas

Now these three mates—Starbuch Stubb and Flack were
momentous men  They 1t was who by umversal preserip-
tion commanded three of the Pequod s boats as headsmen
In that grand order of battle m which Captan Ahab
«ould probably marshal his forces to descend on the whales
the<e three headsmen were as captams of companies Or
being armed with their long heen whaling spears they were
as a piched trio of lancers even as the harpooneers were
flingers of javelins

And since 1n this famous fishery eich mate or heads
man hke a Gathic Knught of old s always accompanted
by his boat steerer or harpooneer who wn certatn con
Jupctures provides lnm with a fresh lance when the former
one has been badly twisted or elbowed n the as ault
and morcover as there generally subsists betneen the two
a close mntimacy and friendline s 1t s therefore but meet,
that in this ptace we et down who the Pequods hat
pooneers were and to what headsmen each of them be
longed

Tirst of all was Queequeg whom Starbuck the chief
mate had selected for his squre  But Queequeg 15 already
known

Nest was Tashtego an unmixed Indian from Gay Head
the most westerly promontory of Marthas Vireyard
where there still eusts the last remnant of a village of red
men which has long supphed the neighbouring island of
Nantuchet with many of her most daring hatpooneers In
the fishery they usually go by the genersc name of Gav
Headers ~ Tashtegos long lean .able harr his high cheek
bones and black roundmg eyes—for an Indian Orental
in their largeness but Antarctic m ther ghtterng expres
sion—all this sufficiently procl med him an mhentor of
the unvitiated blood of those proud warrior hunters who
1n quest of the great New Englind moose had scoured bow
1n hand the aboriqinal forests of the main  But no longer
snuffing m the trail of the wild beasts of the woodland
Tashtego now bunted i the wake of the great whales
the sea the unerring harpoon of the son ntly rep
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infallible arrow of the sires  To fook at the tawny brawn
of his lithe snaky kmbs you would almost have credited
the supetstitions of some of the earher Puntans and half
believed this wild Indian to be a son of the Prince of the
Powers of the Air  Tashtego was Stubl the second mate’s
squire

Third among the harpooneers was Daggoo a gigantit
coal black negro savage with a Jon ke tread—an Ahasu
erus to behold Suspended from his ears were two golden
hoops so large that the ailors called them ning bolts and
would talk of securing the top-sail halyards to them In
his youth Daggoo had voluntanly shipped on bozrd of 2
whaler lying n a Ionely bay on his natine coast And
never having been anywhere in the world but 1n Afnca Nan
tuchet and the papan harbors most frequented by the
whalemen and having now led for many years the bold
life of the fishery 1n the hips of owners uncommonly heed
ful of what manner of men they shipped Daggoo retaned
all s barbanic virtues and erect as a girafie moved about
the decks 1n all the pomp of six feet five 1n hus socks There
was a corporeal humility mn looking up at hun and a white
man standing before lim seemed 2 white flag come to beg
truce of a fortress Curious to tell this mmpenal negro,
Ahasuerus Daggoo was the Squire of httle Flask who
looked Iike a chess-man beside am  As for the residue of
the Pequod » company be 1t smd that at the present day
not one in two of the many thousind men before the
mast employed m the American whale fi hery are Amen
cans born though pretty nearly all the officers are Heremn
1t 1s the <ame with the American whale fisherv 1s with the
Amencan army and mibitary and merchant navies and the
engineering forces employed in the construction of the
Amercan Canals and Radroads  The same I <ay because
m all these cases the mitive American literally provides
the brams, the rest of the vorld as generou ly supplying
the muscles No small number of the e whaling scamen
belong to the Azore where the outward bound Nantucket
whalers frequently touch to augment their erews from the
hardly peasants of those rocky shoes In ll e manner the
Greenland whalers sailing out of Hull or London put m
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at the Shetland I lands to recene the full complement
of ther crew  Upon the pa sape homewards they drop
them there agmn  How 1t 18 there 13 no telling but Island
&5 seem to make the best whalemen They were neatly
all Tslanders m the Pequod Isolatoes too I call such, not
acknowled 1ng the common conunent of men but each
Isolato Ining on a <eparate continent of is own  Yet now,
federated along one heel what a set thee Isolatoes werel
An Anacharsis Clootz deputation from all the isles of
the sea and all the ends of the earth accompanying Old
Ahab 1n the equod te lav the worlds grievances before
that bar from which not verv manv of them ever come back
Black Little Pip—he never did—oh no' he went be-
fore  Poor Alabama boy' On the grim Pequod < forecastle,
ve shall ere long sre hum beating his tambourine  prelusive
of the eternal time when sent for to the great quarter
dech on hugh he was bid stnhe in with angels and beat
his tambourine mn glory called a coward here hailed a
hero therel

CHAPTER \\VIII
ALIAB

For several days after leaving Nantucket nothing above
hatches was seen of Captain Ahab  Fhe mates regularly
relieved each other at the watches and for aught that
could be seen to the contrary they seemed to be the only
commanders of the ship only they sometimes 1ssued from
the cabin with orders so sudden and peremptory that after
all 1t was plam they but commanded vicariously Vet
therr supreme lord and dictator was there though hitherto
unseen by any eyes not permutted to penetrate into the now
sacred retreat of the cabm

Every time I ascended to the dech from my watches
below T instantly gazed aft to mark if any strange face
was visible for my first vague disquietude touching the
unknown captan now in the seclusion of the ea became
almost a b This was gely beigh 1 at,

s

.
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times by the ragged Elijahs diabolical ncoberences umn
witingly recurring to me with a subtle energy I could
not have before conceved of But poorly could I withstand
them much as m other moods I was almost ready to
smile at the solemn whimsicalities of that outlandish prophet
of the wharves But what 1t was of apprel
or uneasiness—to call 1t so—which I felt, yet whenever
I came to look about me 1n the ship 1t seemed agamnst all
warrantry to cherish such emotions For though the har
pooneers with the great bodv of the crew were a far more
barbanc heathemsh, and motley set than any of the tame
merchant ship companies which my previous evperiences
had made me acquamted with still T ascribed this—-and
nghtly ascribed 1t—to the fierce uhiquoness of the very
nature of that wild Scandinavian vecation n which 1 had
so abandonedly embarked But 1t was especially the aspect
of the three chief officers of the ship the mates which
was most forably calculated to allay the e colorless mis
givings and induce confidence and cheerfulness in every
presentment of the voyage Three better more likely ez
officers and men each 1 his own different way could not
readily be found and they were every ore of them Amen
cans a Nantucleter a Vineyarder a Cape man Now, 1t
bemng Christmas when the hip shot from cut her harbor
for a space we had biting Polir weather though all the
time running away from it to the southward and by every
degree and mnute of latitude which we sailed gradually
leaving that mercile s winter and all its intolerable weather
behind us It was one of those less lowenng but stll
grev and gloomv enough mornings of the transition when
with a fair wind the ship was rushing through the water
with a yindictive ort of leaping and melancholy rapidity
that as I mounted to the deck at the call of the forenoon
watch o soon as I levelled my glance towards the taffrail
foreboding shivers ran over me  Reality outran apprehen
1on Captain Ahab stood upon his quarter dech
“There seemed no sign of common boduly illness about im
1or of the recovery from any He looked Iike a man cut
sway from the stal @ when the fire has overrunmngly wasted
111 the hmbs without consuming them, or tahing away one
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particle from their compacted aged robustness  His whole
high, broad form seemed made of solid bronze and shaped
m an unzlierable mould lke Cellms cast Perseus
Threading 1ts way out from among s grey hars and con
unuing right down one side of his tawny scorched face and
neck 1] 1t dsappeated m hiy clothing you saw a slender
rod like mark, Inidly whitish It resembled that perpen
dicular seam _ometimes made in the straght lofty trunk of
a great tree when the upper Lightming teanngly darts down
it and without wrenching a single twsg peels and grooves
out the bark from top to bottom ere running off wto the
sol, leaving the tree stll greenly alne but branded
Whether that mark was born with lum or whether it was
the scar left by .ome desperate wound no one could cer
tamly say By some tacit consent throughout the voyage
httle or no alluston was made ta st especially by the mates
But once Tashtego s semor an ald Gay Head Indian among
the crew superstitiously asserted that not till he was ful
forty years old did Ahab become that way branded and they
1t came upon him not 1n the fury of any mortal fray but u
an elemental stnfe at sea Yet this wild hint seemeq
mferenha]ly negatived by what a grey Manxman nsinua
ted an old sepulchral man who baving never before sailed
out of Nantuchet had never ese this lard eye upon wild
Ahab  Nevertheless the old sea traditions the immemoriaj
tedulities popularlv nve tea this old Manxman with
Preternatural powers of disernment  So that no white sailor
eriou ly contradicted tum when he sard that if eve Captam
Ahab  tould ke tranguilly lad out—wnhich might hardly
come to pass so be muttercd—tnen whoever should do that
last office for the dead would find a burth mark on him
from crovn to sole
So powerfully did the whole prim aspect of Ahab affect
me and the livid brand which streaked 1t that for the first
few moments T hardly noted that not a little of this over
beanng grimness was owmg to the birbaric white leg upon
which he partly stood It had previously come ta me that
this 1vory leg had at sea been fashioned from the polished
bone of the sperm whales Jaw  “ Aye he was dismasted off
Japan’ said the old Gay kead Indwn once  but like hi,

i .
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dismasted craft he shipped another mast without comng
home for it He has a quiver of em’

1 was struch with the singular posture he mantained
Upon each side of the Pequods quarter dech, and pretty
close 10 the mizzen shrouds there was an auget nole bored
about half an inch or o, mto the plank  His bone leg
steadied 1 that hole one arm elevated 2nd holding by a
shroud Captmin Ahab stood erect, loohing straight out
bevond the ship s ever piiching pron  There was an infimity
of firmest fortitude a determunate unsurrenderable waiful
ness n the fized and fearless forw urd dedication of that
glance Not a word he pohe nor did s officers say aught
to hun though hy all ther munutest gestures and
expressions they plamnly showed the uneasy 1f not panful
consciou ness of bemn,, under a troubled master eye
not only that but moody strichen Ahab stood before them
with a cruafixion in Ins face 1 all the nameless regal
overhearing dignity of some mighty woe

Ere Jong from Ius fitst visit 10 the air he withdrew mto
hus eabin  But after that morning he was every day visible
to the crew  either standing 1 Ius pyot hole or seated upon
an wvory stool he had or heavily walking the dech.  As the
sky grew less gloomy indeed began to grow a httle gemal,
he became still less and less a recluse as if when the ship
had sailed from home nothing but the dead wintry blerhness
of the .ea had then Lept hum 50 secluded  And by and by,
1t came to pass that he was almost continually m the air
but asyet for all that he said or perceptibly did on the at
last sunny dech he <cemed as unnecessary there as another
mast  But the Pequod was only maling a Passage NOW
not regularly crmsing  nearly all whaling preparatives need
ing supervision the mates were fully competent to so that
there was little or nothmg out of him_elf ta employ or
excite Ahab, mow and thus chase awav for that one
mterval the clouds that layer upon layer were pued upon
hus brow as ever all clouds choose the loftiest peals to pile
themselves upon

Nevertheless ere long, the warm, warbling persuasiveness
of the pleasant haliday weather we came to seemed
gradually to chatm him from his mood For as when the
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red-cheeled dancing gitls April and May trip home to the
wtryy misanthropic woods even the barest rusgedest
Tost thunder-clover ofd oak will at least <end forth ome
few green sprouts to welcore such gladhearted visttants so
Ahab did i the end 2 bittle respond to the playful allunngs
of that githsh arr  \fore than once did he put forth the
faint blos.om of 3 look which 10 any other man would have
seon flowered out 1n a smile

CHAPTER XAIN
ENTER AHAD 10 NIV STUBB

Sour davs elapeed and 1ce and icebergs all astern the
Pequod now went rolling through the brizht Quito <pri~g
which at ea almost perpetually reiens on the threshold of
the eternal Augu t of the Tropic The wa mly cool clear
nnging perfumed overflowing redundant days were as
nystal goblets of Per 1an sherbet heaped up—flaked up
with rose water now T' e starred and stately mights seemed
haushty dames m jewelled velvets nursing at home 1 lonely
pride the memory of therr absent conquermg Earls the
golden helmeted uns! For sleeping man twas hard to
€hoo ¢ bet veen such win-ome days and such seducing nights
But all the witcheries of that unwanimg weather did mot
m rely [ nd new pells and potencies to the outward world
Toward they turned upon the oul especially when the still
muld bours of eve came on then memory shot her crystals
as the clear 1ce most forms of noseless twilights  And all
these sub le agencies more and more they wrought on
Ahab s testure

Old 2ge 1 always wakeful asif the longer linked with
Ife the less man has to do with aught that looks like
death  Among sex rommanders the old greybeards will
oftenest leave thewr berths to wisit the might-cloahed deck
It was so with Ahab only that now of late he seerred o
much to live 1n the open air that truly speahing his visits
were more to the ¢cabin than from the cabin to the planks

Tt feels like going down mto oneés tomb —he would

v
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rutter to himseli~for an old captmn bhe me to be
descending this narrow scuttle, 1o go to my grase<lug
besth

So almost every twenty four hours when the watches of
the mght were set and the band on deck sentwelled the
stumbers of the band below and when if o rope was to be
hauied upan the forecastle the sadors flung it not rudely
down as by day but with some cautiousness dropt 3t fo 1
place for fear of disturbing ther slumbermng shipmates
when this sort of steady quietude would begm to presal
habitually the sient steersman would watch the cabin
scuttle and ere long the ald mw would emerge guppng at
the iron bamster 1o belp s cippled way  Some conssder
wng touch of humanity was 1 him for at tumes bike these, he
usirally abstained from patrolling the quarter-dech because
to s wearied mates seehinp repose withm s wches of
s tory heel such would hace been the reverberating
crack and din of that bony step that thewr dreams would
have been on the crunching teeth of shaths  But once, the
maed was on lum too deep for common regardings and 2s
swith heavy lumber like pace he was measuring the ship
from taffrail to mawnmast Stubb the old second mate came
uap from below with a certain una sured deprecating
hamorou ness hinted that if Captam Aheb was pleased to
wolk the planks then no one could say nay but thete
maght be some way of muffing the no e Innting something
indistinctfy and hesttatingly abeut a globe of tow and the
msertion anto 1t of the wory heel Ahf Stubb theu
did st not hrow Abub taen

Am 1 o cannon ball Stubb  smd Ahab  that thew
wouldst wad me that fashion? But go thy ways I Ind
forget  Belov to thy nightly grase where such as ye <leep
between sh ouds to w e ye to the filling one at Tast —Down,
dog and hennel!

Startimg at the unioreseen con luding exclamation of the
s0 suddenly scornfol old mon Stubb was speechless a
moment then saud exutedly I am not used to be spoken
to that way sir I do but jess than half ke st sr !

‘azast! pritted Ahab between s <et teettr and violently
moviag away as 5f to avoid some pas jonate temptation
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‘No, sir not yet  said Stubb emboldened “I will not

tamely be calleda dog s
Then be called ten times a donhey and 2 mule and an

ass and begore or I'lI clear the world of theel

As he said this Ahab advanced upon him with such over
bennng terrors m his aspect that Stubb mvoluntanly
Tetreated

I was never served so before without giving a hard blow

for 1t ™ muttered Stubb as he found himself descending the
cabin scuttle  Its very queer Stop Stubb somehow
now I dont well know whether to go back and strike him
or—what s that?—down here on my Lnees and pray for
him> Yes that was the thought coming up tn me but
1t would be the first ime I ever did pray Its queer sery
queer and hes queer too aye take him fore and aft hes
about the queerest old man Stubb ever sailed with How he
flahed at me'—his eves lihe powder pans’ 15 he mad?
Anyw;y there s something s on lis mind as sure as there must
be something on a deck when it cracks He amt 1n his bed
Now either more than three hours out of the twenty four
and he dont sleep then Didnt that Deugh Bay the
steward tell me that of a mormng he always finds the old
mans hammoch clothes 2ll rumpled and tumbled and the
sheets down at the foot and the coverhd almost tied 1nts
Lnots and the pillow a sort of fnghtiut hot as though a
baked brick had been on 1t? A hot old man' I gues hes
Bot what some folks a hore c1ll a con.cience 1ts 2 hind of
Trc Dolly row thev say——wor e nor a toothache Vel
well 1 dont hnow what 1t 15 but the Lord keep me from
catching 1t He s fult of nddles I wonder what be goes mte
the fter bold for every nght as Dough Boy tells me he
suspects whats that for I should lke to hnow? Whos
made appomtments with him in the hold? At that
queer mow? But theres no telling 1ts the old game—
Here goes for 2 nooze Damn me 1ts worth a fellows
while to be born into the world 1f only to fall right asleep
And now that I think of 1t that s about the first thing babies
do and that s a sort of queer too  Damn me but all things
are queer come to thwk of em But thats agamst my
punciples Thnk not 1s my eleventh commandment and

A

P
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sleep when you can, 15 my twelfth— So here goes agam
But bow’s that? didn't he call me a dog? blazes! he
called me ten times a donkey and piled a lot of jachasses
on top of that! He might as well have Liched me and done
with it Maybe he did hick me and I didnt observe 1t, I
was so taken all aback with his brow somehow It flashed
1he a bleached bone  \What the devil s the matter with me?
[ dont stand nght on my legs Coming afoul of that old
man has a sort of turned me wrong side out By the Lord
T must have been dreamng, though—How? how? how?—
but the only way s to stash it S0 here goes to hammock
again and mn the morming 111 see haw this plaguey jugghong
thinke over by davlight

CHAPTER }\X
THL PIPE

WwHen Stubb had departed Ahab stood for a while lean
1ng over the bulwarks and then as had been usual with him
of late calling a sailor of the watch he sent lum below for
hus wory stool and also his pipe  Lighting the pipe at the
binnacle lamp and plantirg the stool on the weather side of
the deck he sat and smoked

In old Norse umes the thrones of the <ea Joving Damsh
Lings were fabricated saith tradition of the tusks of the
narwhale How could ore look at Ahab then seated on
that tripod of bones without bethinkmg him of the royalty
1t symbolized? For a Khan of the plank and 2 king of the
sea and a great lord of Leviathars was Ahab

Some moments passed dunng which the thick vapor
came from his mouth m quick and constant puffs which
blew buck agam into lus face  How now  he soliloqurzed
at last withdraving the tube this smoking no longer
soothes Oh my pipe! hard must it go with me 1f thy
charm be gone! Here have I been unconsciou ly tolmg
not pleasuring—aye and ignorantly smoking to windward
all the while ta windward and with such nervous whiffs,
as 1f like the dymng whale my final Jets were the strongest
and fullest of trouble What business have I with this pipe?
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This thing that 1s meant for serenencss to send up mild
white vapors among mild whitc hairs not among torn iron
grey locks ke mme Il smoke no more—

He tossed the sull hghted pipe into the ea  The firn
hissed 1n the waves the same stant the ship shot by the
bubble the sinking pipe made  With slouched hat, Ahabk
lurchingly paced the planks

CHAPTFR \XQ)I
QULEN MAB

NEXT morning Stubb accosted Flack

Such a queer dream Khing Post I never had You
bnow the old man s norv leg well I dreamed he kiched me
With 1t and when I tried to kich back upon my soul my
Dttle man T Liched my leg right off! And then prestol
Ahab seemed a pyramid and I like 2 blazing fool Lept
kicking at it But what was stll more curious Flash—you
Snow how curious all dreams are—through all this rage that
I w.s1n I somehow seemed to be thinking to my<elf that
after all 1t was not much of an insult that hich from Ahab
‘Why thinks T whats the tow? Its not a redl leg only
2 flse one’ And theres a nughty difference between a
Lving thump and a dead thump  That s what makes a blow
from the hand Flash fifty times more savage to bear than
ablow from a cane [he living member—that makes the liy
mgin ult my httleman  And thinks I to myself all the while
mmd while T was stubbin, my silly toes against that cursed
yramud— o confounded] dictory was 1t all all the
while I ay I was thinkmg to myself, whats his leg now,
but o cane—a whale bone cane  Yes thinks I 1t was only
2 playful cudgelling —in fact _only a whaleboning that he
gave me—not a base hick Besrdes thmks I look at 1t
once why the end of it—the foot part—what a small sort
of end 1t 15 whereas 1f a broad footed farmer kicked me
there 5 a devibsh broad mnsult  But this nsult 15 whittled
down to a pomnt only’ But Now comes the greatest johe of
the dream Flask  While I was battenng away at the
pyramd a sort of badger hared old merman with a hump
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on hus back takes me bv the shoulders and slews me round
What are you bout? says he Shd! man but I was
frightened  Such a phiz' ~ But _omehow mext moment I
was over the fight  What am I about? says I at last
‘And what business 1s that of yours I should like to know
Mr Humpback? Do jox want a kich? By thelord Flash I
had no sooner said that than be turned round his stern to me
bent over and dragzing up a lot of seaweed he had for a
clout—what do you think I saw *>~—why thunder alne man
hus stern was stuch full of marlnspihes with the points out
Says I on second thoughts 1 guess T wont hack you old
fellow Vice Stubb ~said he wise Stubb  and hept
muttenng t all the time a <ort of eating of hus own gums hhe
a chimney hag  Seeing he wa<nt gomg to stop saying over
his wise Stubb wice Stubb I though I mught as well fall
to hiching the pyramid agmn But 1 had only qust hited
my foot for 1t when he roared out Stop that kiching!
Halloa says I whats the matter now old fellow? Look
se here says he lets argue the msult Captan Ahab
tached ye didnt her  Yes he did savs I—nght here t
was  Ver) good =ays he—he used his nory leg didnt
he Yes he did says I Well then says be wise
Stubb what have you to complain of*  Didn t be hich with
right good will? it want a common pitch pine leg he
Licked with was1t?  No you were kicked by a great man
and with a beautiful wory leg Stubb Its an honor 1
wonsider 1t an honor  Listen wi e Stubb  In old England
the greatest lords thwk 1t great glory to be slapped by a
queen and made garter hmights of but be venr boast
Stubb that ye were Liched by old Ahab and made a wice
man of Remember what I <ay be hucked by hum  account
fus kicks bonors and on no account kackh back for you
cant help yourself wie Stubb Dant you see that pyra
md? With that he all of a sudden seemed <omehow in
some queer fashion to swir off into the ayr I snored
rolled over and there I was in my hammock! Now, what
do you think of that dream Flask?

I dont hnow 1t seems a sort of foolish to me tho ’

“May be, may be But its made a wice man of me,
Flaskh D ye see Ahab standing there, sideways looking over
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the stern?  Well, the best thing you can do Flask 1s to let
that old man alone never speak to him whatever he savs
Halloal Whats that he shouts? Hark!

Mast head there' Look sharp all of ye! There are
whales hereabouts! 1f ye see a white ene  plit your lungs
for him!

What do you think of that now Flask? amt there a
small drop of something queer about that eh?® A white
whale—did ye marh that man? Look ye—theres some-
thuing special 1n the wind  Stand by for 1t Flask Ahab has
‘;ﬁ:l ’Lhals bloody on his mind But mum he comes this

Y

CHAPTER \ANIT
CETOLOGY

ALREADY e are boldly launched upon the deep but soon
we shall be lost m 1ts unshored harborless immensities  Ere
that come to pass ere the Iequod s weedy bull rolls side by
side with the barnacled hulls of the leviathan at the outset
1t 15 but well to attend to a matter almost indispensable ta
a th h ve und ding of the more special
leviath and all of all sorts which are to
follow

It 1s some systematized exhibition of the whale m Ins
broad genera that I would now famn put before you Yet
131t no esay taskh  The classification of the constituents of
a chaos nothing less 15 here essayed Listen to what the
best and latest authorities have lad down

¢ No branch of Zoology 15 0 much 1nvolved as that which
13 entitled Cetology says Captain Scoresby A D 1820

‘It 15 not my intention were 1t 1 My power to enter
mto the mqury as to the true method of dividing the
Cetacea into groups and families * * * Utter confusion eusts
among the histornians of this ammal (sperm whale) says
Surgeon Beale AD 1839

Unfitness to purswe our research m the unfathomable
waters Impenetrable veil covering our knowledge of the
Ccetacea A field trewn with thorns *  All these m
complete 1ndications but serve to torture us paturahsts
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Thus speik of the whale the great Cuvier and John
Hunter and Lesson tho<e lights of zoology and anatomy
Nevertheless though of real knowledge there be httle yet
of hools there are a plenty and so m some small degree,
with cetology, or the sctence of whales Many are the
men small and great old and new, landsmen and seamen,
who have at large or mn little, written of the whale Run
over a few —The Aunthors of the Bible Anstotle Phny
Aldrovandt  Siv Thomas Browne Gesner Ray Linnzus
Rondeletius  Whilloughby Green Artedi  Sibbald, Bns
son Marten Lacepede Bonneterre Desmarest Baron
Cuvier Fredericl Cuvier John Hunter Owen Scoresby,
Beale, Bennett ] Ross Browne the Author of Minam
Coffin  Olmstead and the Rev T Cheever But to what
ultimate generalizing purpose all these have wruten the
above cited extracts wall show

Of the names m this list of whale authors only those
following Owen ever saw lving whales and but one of
them was a real professional harpooneer and whaleman I
mean Captain Scoresby On the separate subject of the
Greenland or night whale he 1s the best exnsting authority
But Scoresby knew nothing and says nothing of the great
sperm whale compared with which the Greenland whale
15 almost unworthy wentioning And here be 1t said
that the Greenland whale 1s an usurper upon the throne
of the seas He 13 not even by any means the Jargest of
the whales Yet owmng to the long priority of s claims
and the profound ignorance which till some seventy years
bach 1nvested the then fabulous or utterly unknown sperm
whale and which ignorance to this present day still reigns
m all but some few scientific retreats and whale ports
this usurpation his been every way complete Reference
to nearly all the leviathanic allusions 1n the great poets of
past days will satisfy you that the Greenland whale with
out one rival was to them the monarch of the seas But
the time has at last come for a new proclamation This
15 Charing Cross hear ye! good people all —the Greenland
whale 1s deposed —the great sperm whale now reignethl

There are only two books 1 being which at all pretend
to put the hving sperm whale before you and at the same
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time in the remotest degree succeed m the attempt  Those
bools are Beale s and Bennetts both in their time surgeons
to the Inghsh South Sea whale ships and both exict and
relable men  The onmnal matter touching the sperm
whale to be found m their volumes 1s nevessanly small
but <0 far as 1t goes it 15 of excellent quality though mostly
confined to scientific desciption As yet however the
sperm whale scientific or poetic hives not complete 1 any
bterature  Far abose 2l other hunted whales lus 1s an
unwritten Life

Now the varioys species of whales need some sort of
popular comprehensnne classification 1f only an easy out
hne one for the present hereafter to be filled 1n all 1ts de
partments by subsequent laborers As no better man ad
vances to tale this matter m hand I hereupon offer my own
poor endeavors I promise nothing complete because any
buman thing suppocd to be complete must for that very
reason mfallibly be faulty I shall not pretend to a minute
anatormcal description of the various spectes or-—in this
space at least—to much of any description My object
here 15 sunply to project the draught of a systematization
of cetology I am the architect not the builder

But 1t 1s a ponderous tash no ordinary letter sorter 1n
the Post Office 1s equal to 1t To grope down mto the
bottom of the sea after them to bave ones hands among
the unspeakable foundations nbs and very pelvis of the
world this 18 a fearful thing What am 1 that 1 should
essay ta bool the nose of thy leviathan! The awful taunt
nes m Job nught well appal me Will he (the Jevrathan)
make 4 covenan with thee> Behold the hope of hum 1
van' But I have swam throurh libranes and sarled
through gceans T have had to do with whales with these
visible hands I am mn earnest and I will try  There are
some prelimmanes fo settle

w't The uncertan unseitled condition of this science
of Cetology 1s 1 the very vestibule attested by the fact
that 1n some quarters it still remains a moot point whether
a whale be a ik In his System of Nature AD 1776
Linnzwys declares, 1 hereby separate the whales from the
fish  But of my own knowledge I know that down
+
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the year 1850, sharks and shad, alewives and hernng
agamnst Linnzuss express edict, were still found dividing
the possession of the same seas with the Leviathan

The grounds upon which Linnzus would famn have ban
1shed the whales from the waters he states as follows “On
account of thewr warm bilocular heart their lungs, their
moveable evelids their hollow ears penem intrantem ferm
nam mamnus lactantem ' and finally  ex lege natune jure
mentoque 1 submutted all this to my friends Simeon
Matey and Charley Cofin of Nantuchet both messmates
of mine 1n a certam voyage and they united in the opmion
that the reasons set forth were altogether msufficient
Charley profanely hinted they were humbug

Be 1t known that wanmg all argument I tale the good
old fashioned ground that the whale 15 a fish and call upon
holy Jonah to back me This fundamental thing settled
the next point 1s 1n what internal respect does the whale
aiffer irom ather fish Above Linnzus has given you those
items  But 1n brief they are these lungs and warm blood
whereas all other fish are lungless and cold blooded

Next how shill we define the whale by his obvious ex
ternals 0 as con picuously to label hin for all ume to
come To be short then a whale 1s g spontng fish wath
a horscontel tal  There you have lm  However con
tracted that definition 15 the result of expanded meditation
A walrus spouts much ke a whale but the walru 15 mot
a fish becau e he 1s amplibious  But the last term of
the defimtion 1 stil more cogent as coupled with the
first  Almost any one must have naticed that all the fish
famihar to landsmen have not 7 flat but 2 vertical or up
and down tail  Whereas among spouting fish the tal
though 3t may be smmilatly shaped mvarably assumes a
horizontal pasition

By the above defimtion of what a whale 1s I do by no
means exclude from the leviathame brotherhood anv sea
creature hitherto 1dentsfied with the whale by the best
nformed Nantucketers nor on the other hand lmk with
1t any fish hitherto authoritatively regarded as alien  Hence

17am w  thtdow loth p st tme th Bh tyled Lama s nd
Dugongs (£ gBh nd Sowfish of fhe Coffins of Nant ket) 2e¢ acluded by
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al the smaller, spouting and horizontal tailed fish mu t
be sncluded 1n this ground plan of Cetolozy Now then
come the grand dnvisions of the entire whale host

First According to magnmitude I divide the whales into
three pnmary BOOKS (subdiisible 1nto CiapTErs) and
these shall comprehend them all both small and large

I Tue Fouo Waarr IT the Octavo Wiare 1D the
Duopecito WaaLe

As the type of the Forto I present the Sperm Whale
of the Ocravo the Grampus of the Duopcciso the
Porpoise

FOLIOS  Among these I here mclude thbe following
chapters ~1 The Sperm 1 hale 11 the Right W hale 111
the Fin Back Whate 1V the Hump-backed 1 hale V
Ra or Back Whale VI the Sulphur Bottom W hale

BOOR I (Folio) Cuarter 1 (Sperm 1f hale) —This
whale among the Lnglish of old vaguely known as the
Trumpa whale and the Physeter whale and the Anvil
Headed whale 1s the present Cachalot of the French and
the Pottsfich of the ©ermans and the Macrocephalus of the
Long Words He 1s without doubt the largest 1habitant
of the globe the most formidable of all whales to encoun
ter the most majestic 11 aspect and lastly by far the
most valuable 1n commerce he being the only creature from
which that valuable substance spermacet: 1s obtained All
lus peculianties will 1 many other places be enlarged upon
It 15 chiefly with his name that I now have to do  Philo
logically considered 1t 15 absurd Some centuries ago
when the sperm whale was almost wholly unknown in his
own proper individuality and when Iis oil was only ac
cdentally obtamed from the stranded fish n those days
spermacets 1t would seem was popularly suppo ed to be
derived from a creature identical with the one then Lnown
1 Lngland 1s the Greenland or Right WWhale It was the
wdez also that this ame spermacett was that quichenin,
humor of the Greenland W hale which the first syllable of
the word literally expresses In those times also spermacet

st monz th whles Biasih pghh o an y

eyt
bl set mostly 1k g 1 the m uths of d1dg "Wthy
Gemc dly Ty do § hout 1@ Y sedent | as whols apd b 0 e
ese ed th'm wih 1B 1r pisep s i quit h K gdom of C lology
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headed whales bunched whales under jawed whales and
rostrated whales are the fishermans names for a few corts

In with this appell of “Whalebone whales’
n 15 of great importance to mention, that howe'yer such
ure may be m o

to some hind of whales, yet 1t 1s 1n vam to attempt a clear
classification of the Leviathan founded upen either his
baleen or hump or fin or teeth notwithstanding that those
marhed parts or features very obviously seem better adapted
to afford the bamis for a regular system of Cetology than
any other detached botily distinctions which the whale 1
his kinds presents How then? The baleen hump back
fin and teeth these are things whose peculianties are 1n
disctimnately disper ed among all sorts ol whales without
any tegard to what may be the nature of thewr structure
i other and more essentral particulars Thus the <perm
whale and the humpbiched whale each has a hump, but
there the similitude ceases Then this _ame humpbacked
whale and the Greenland whale each of these has baleen,
but there agam the sumbhitude ceases And 1t 1s just the
same with the other parts above mentioned 1In vartous
sorts of whales they form such irregular combmnations or,
1n the case of any one of them detached such an 1rrege
far 1solation as utterly to defy all general methodization
formed upon such a basis  On this rock every one of the
whale naturahsts has sphit

But 1t may pos ibly be concewved that n the internal
part of the whale 1n his anatomy—there at least we shall
be able to it the night classification Nav  what thing
for example 15 there 1 the Greenland whales anatomy
more striking than s baleen? Yet we have seen that by
hs baleen 1t 15 1mpossible correctly to classiy the Green
land whale And if you descend mto the bowels of the
sarious leviathans why there you will not find distinctions
a fiftieth part as available to the systematizer as thoese ex
ternal unes alreadv enumerated What then remains? noth
g but to take hold of the whales bodidy i their entire
liberal volume and boldly sort them that way And this s
the Bibliographical system here adopted and 1t 1s the onlv
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%_r:’eptr};:gcgnn possibly succeed for it alone is practieal fe
BOOR I (Folio) Cusprer IV (Hump I
whale 15 often seen on the northern l\mrrl,:"llnar:‘e,’; l;’u
has been frequently captured there 1nd towed intn § )., ;
He has a great pack on hum ke a peddler, or you ,,f/;’,
call lum the Llephant and Castle whale At any yau-‘ o
popular name for him does not sulficiently distin iy ¢ 4
since the sperm whale also has a hump though 5 ¢ .
one His o1l 1s not verv valuable Te Jus baler bl
15 the most gamesome and light hearted of all ff, 4 >
making more gay foam and white water peger ¢ b
ﬂni; &t)hcr of them /G
h I (Folio) CraPTER V (Aazor
whale Little 15 hnown but s name I hw{:’r’zﬁ,’gTI/ £33
distance off Cape Horn  Of a retiring napgre, ":{l' *
both hunters and philo ophers  Though s gimm ¢ 7%
never yet shown any part of hum but his baj ;’ frgyg
n a long sharp mdge Let him go kn/m":,,d Vg
of Inm rnor does anybody el=e * Fine
BOOK I (Foltg) CRAPTERVI (Sulphur 4 4
other reting gentleman with a brimstons |,/
got by scraping along_the Tartaran tles g Jr s plany
profounder drvings He 1s seldom een, g :" 2R

I

never seen hum except m the remoter gy, tffen
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BOOK Il (Octavo), Cuarrer 1 (Grampus) —Though
this fish, whose loud sonorous breathing or rather blow
mg has furmshed a proverb to landsmen 1s so well known
a demzen of the deep yet 1s he not popularly classed among
whales But po sessing all the grand distinctive features
of the leviathan most maturalists have recogmised hum for
one He 1s of moderate octavo size varymg from fifteen to
twenty five feet 1n length and of corresponding dtmenstans
round the waist He swims 1n herds he 1s never regularly
hunted though his il 1s considerable m quantity and pretty
good for ight By some fishermen his approach 1s regarded
as premonttory of the advance of the great sperm whale

BOOK 11 (Octar0) CrartEr 11 (Black Fisk) —1 gne
the popular fishermens names for all these fish for gen
erally they are the best Where any name happens to be
vague or mexpressine I shall s2y so and suggest another
1 do so now touching the Blackh Fish so called because
blackness 1s the rule among almost all whales So call
him the Hyena Whale 1if you please His voracty 1s well
known and from the circumstance that the jnner angles
of Ius Iips are curved upwards he carries an everlasting
Mephistophelean grin on s face This whale averages
some sixteen or eighteen feet m length He s found m
almost all Jatitudes He has a pecular way of showing
his dorsal hool ed fin in swimming which looks something
tike a Roman nose  When not more profitably employed,
the sperm whale hunters ometimes capture the Hyena
whale to keep up the supply of cheap ol for domestic em
ployment—as some frugal hou eheepers n the absence of
company and quite alone by themselves burn umsavory
tallow instead of odorous wax Though their blubber 1s
very thin = ome of theee whales will yield vou upwards of
thurty gallons of a1l

BOOK II (Octavo) Cuartrr III (Naruhale), that 15
Mostril whale—Another 1nstance of a curiously named
whale so nimed I suppose from s peculiar horn beng
ongmally mstaken for a peaked nose The creature is
some 1xteen feet in length while its horn averares five
feet though some exceed ten and even attam to fifteen feet
Strictly speaking this horn 1s but a lengthened tusl grow
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g out from the jaw n a hine a little depressed from the
horizontal  But 1t 15 only found on the «ister side which
has an 1ll effect gving its owner something analogous tc
the aspect of a clumsy left handed man W hat precise pur
pose this ivory horn or lance answers 1t would be hard
to say It does not <cem to be used like the blade of the
sword fish and bil fish though ome satlors tell me that
the Narwhale employs 1t for a t1he in turning over the bot
tom of the sea for food Charley Coffin sad 1t was used
for an 1ce piercer for the Narwhale nising to the surface
of the Polar Sea and finding 1t sheeted with 1ce thrusts
Ius horn up and so breaks through  But you cannot prove
either of the<e surmses to be correct My own opinion 1s,
that however this one sided horn may really be used by
the Narwhale—however that miy be—it would certamly
¢ very conventent to lum for a folder 1n reading pamphlets
The varwhale I have heard called the Tusked whale the
Horned whale and the Unicorn whale He 1s certamly a
curlous example of the Unicormsm to be found in almost
every kingdom of amimated nature  From certam cloistered
old authors I have gathered that this same sea umcorns
horn wus n ancient days regarded as the gieat antidote
agamst poison and as such preparations of 1t brought 1m
mense prices It was al o distilled to a volatile salts for
fanting ladtes the same way that the horns of the male
deer are manufactured mto hartshorn  Ongmally 1t was
i aself accounted an object of great curosity Black
Letter tells me that Sur Martin Frobisher on his return from
that voyage when Queen Bess did gallantly wave her
jewelled hand to lim from a window of Greenwich Palace
as Ius bo d ship sailed down the Thames  whea Sit Martin
returned from that voyage samth Black Letter on bended
knees he presented to her highness a prodigious long horn
of the Narwhale which for a long period after hung m
the catle at Windsor  An Insh author avers that the
Ear] of Leicester on bended Lnees did likewise present to
her highness another horn pertamng to a land beast of the

unicorn nature
The Narwhale has a very picturesque leopard like look
bemg of a milk white ground color, dotted with round and.
¥
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obleng spots of black  His ol 15 very supenpr, clear and
fine but there 15 hittle of 1t and he 15 seldom hunted He
15 mostly found 1n the circumpolar seas

BOOK 11 {Gctave} Cuarrrr IV (Killer) ~-0f this
whale httle 15 precssely hnown to the Nantucheter and
nothing at all to the professed naturalists From what I
have seen of tum at a distance 1 should say that he was
about the ngness of 2 grampus ~ He 13 very savage—a sort
of Feegee fish Fe ometimes takes the great Foho whales
by the hip and bangs there hhe 3 leech ulf the mghty
brute is worrted to death The haller 15 never hunted
T never heard what sort of off he has  Exception nught
te taken to the name bestowed upon this whale on the
ground of ws wnchstinctness  For we are all hllers on land
and on sea Bonaportes and Sharks wncluded

BOORK II (Octave) Cutartsr V (Thrasher) ~This gen
tlerman 18 famous for hus tail which he uses for a ferule 1n
thrashing hus foes  He mounts the Folio whale s back and
as he swims he works his pas.age by flogmng him  as ome
schoolmasters get along mn the world by a similar process
Stull less 1s known of the Thrasher than of the Killer Both
are outlans even m the Jawless seas

Thus ends BOOK H (Ocfgro) and begns BOOK. I
{Dpodreimo y

DUODECIMOFS —These include the smaller whales
I The Huzza Parpmse I The Algernne Porpmse I
The Mealy mouthed Porpor ¢

To those who hate nat chanced specially to study the
subgect it may posssbly seens strange that fishes not com
monly exceeding four or five feet should be marshalled
among WHAI LS vo d wlich 1 the popular sense al
ways conseys an idea of hugeness Hut the creatures set
down above a5 Duodecimoes are miathibly whales by the
terms of my defimtion of what a whale 1s—1e a spouting
fish, with 1 honzontal tad

BOOR. I (Dsyodectmo} Cuarter1 (Hu  a Porpor )
—Ths 13 the common porpot ¢ {ound almest afl over the
globe The name i of my own be towal {or there are
more than one sort of porpmses and somethmng must be
dane to distingwsh them I call bun thus becanse he al
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way swims 1n hilarious shoals which upon the broad sea
heep tossing themselves to heaven like caps 1n a Fourth of
July crond Therr appearance 15 generally haled with
delight by the manner  Full of fine spints they imvariably
come from the breczy billows to windward They are the
lads that always Iive before the wind  They are accounted
a lucky omen If you yourseli can withstand three cheers
at beholding these vivacious fish then heaven help ye the
spuit of godly gamesomeness 1s not 1n ye A well fed
plump Huzza Porpoise nill yreld you one good gallon of good
oil But the fine and dehcate flud extracted from his
Jaws 1s evceedinglv valuable It 1s mn request among
jewellers and watchmakers Salors put it on their hones
Porpoi e meat 15 good eating you hnow It may never
have occurred to vou that a porpoise spouts Indeed his
pout 15 o small that i1t 15 not very readily discermble
But the next time you have a chance watch him and you
will then see the great Sperm whale himself 1 mimature

BOOR IIT (Duodecsmo) CuaptER II (Algerine Por
poise) —A pirate Very savage  He s only found I think
m the Pacific He 1s somewhat larger than the Huzza
Porpoise but much of the same general mahe Provoke
him and he will buckle to a shark I have lowered for
him many times but never yet saw him captured

BOOR II1 (Duodecimo} CHapTer II1 (Mealy mouthed
Porposse) —The largest hind of Porpoise and only found
m the Pacific o far as 1t 1s known The only English
name by which he has hitherto been destgnated 1s that
of the fishers—Right Whale Porpoise from the circum
stance that he 1s chiefly found in the viciity of that Folio
In shape he differs m some degree from the Huzza Porpose
bemng of a less rotund and jolly girth indeed he 13 of quite
a neat and gentleman like figure He has no fins on lus
back (most other porporses have) he has a lovely tail
and <entimental Indian eyes of a hazel hue But his mealy
mouth poils m  Though his entire bach down to his
side fins 15 of a deep sable jet a boundary line distinct
as the mark i a ships hull called the bright waist  that
line streaks him from stem to stern with two separate
colors black above and white below  The white compr
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part of his head and the whole of his mouth which makes
hum look as 1f he had just escaped from a felonious it
to 2 meal bag A most mean and mealy aspect! His ol
15 much like that of the common porpoise
* x * * *

Beyond the DuopeciMo this system does not proceed
inasmuch as the Porpoise 15 the smallest of the whales
Above you have all the Leviathans of note But there
are a rabble of uncertan fugtive half fabulous whales
which as an American whaleman, I know by reputation,
but not personalty I shall enumerate them by thar fore
castle appellations for possibly such a list may be valuable
to future investigators who may complete what I have
here but begun  If 1ny of the followmng whales shall here-
after be caught and marked then he can readily be
corporated mto this System according to his Folio Octavo
or Duodecimo magmitude —The Bottle Nose Whale the
Junk Whale the Pudding Headed Whale the Cape Whale,
the Leading Whale the Cannon Whale the Scragg Whale
the Coppered Whale the Elephant Whale the Iceberg
Whale the Quog Whale the Blue Whale &c From Ice
landic Dutch and old English authonties there might be
quoted other hists of uncertam whales blessed with all
wmanner of uncouth names But T cnut them as altogether
obsolete and can hardlv help suspecting them for mere
sounds full of Leviathamsm but signifying nothine

Fmally It was stated at the outset that this system
would not be here and at ance perfected You cannot but
plamly see that I have kept mv word But I now leave
my cetological System standing thus unfimished even as
the great Cathedral of Cologne was left wath the cranes still
standing upon the top of the uncompleted tower For
small erections may be fimshed by their first architects
yrand ones true ones ever leave the copestone to posterity
God keep me from ever completing anything This whole
book 1s but a draught—nay, but the draught of a draught
Oh Time, Strength Cash, and Patiencel
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CHAPTER \JA\IIT

THE SPECKSYNDER

CoNcErNING the officers of the whalecraft this seems
as good a place o> any to set down a little domestic pecu
lanty on _hip-board ansing from the custence of the
harpooneer cla s of officers 2 class unknown of course 1
any other marme than the whale fleet

The large 1importance attached to the harpooneer s voca
tion 13 evinced by the fact that onginally in the old Dutch
Firehery tno centuries and more ago the command of a
whale-ship was not wholly lodged 1n the person now called
the captain but was divided between him and an officer
called the Spechsynder Literally this word means Fat
Cutter usage however in trme made 1t equnalent to Chief
Harpooneer In those days the captams authority was
restricted to the navigation and general management of the
vessel while over the whale hunting department and all its
concerns, the ksynder or Chief Harp reigned su
preme In the British Greenland Fishery under the cor
cupted title of Spechsioneer this old Dutch ofticial 15 still
retamed but his former dignity 1s sadly abndged At pres
ent he ranks sunply as semor Harpooneer and as such
1s but one of the captain s more inferor subalterns  Never
theless as upon the good conduct of the harpooneers the
succe s of a whaling voyage largely depends and smce i
the American Fishery he 1s not only an important officer
n the boat but under certarn circumstances (mght watches
on a whaling ground) the command of the ships deck 1s
also his therefore the grand polittcal maxim of the sea
demands that he should nommnally hve apart from the men
before the mast and be in some way distingmshed as thetr
professional superior though always by them fanuharly
regarded as their socal equal

Now the grand distinction drawn between officer and
man at sea 15 this—the fir t hves aft the last forward
Hence n whale ships and merchantmen ahke the mates
have their quarters with the captan and so too m most =
of the American whalers the harpooneers are lodged m
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after part of the ship That is to say, they take thew
meals in the captams cabin and sleep m a place wdirectly
comsmunicating with 1t

Though the long period of a Southern whaling voyage
(by far the longest of all voyages now or ever made by
man) the peculiar pertds of 1t and the community 3f m
terest prevashing among a company all of whom, high or
fow, depend for thewr profits not upon fived wages but
upon therr commos Juck together with thewr common
wvgllance wtrepubity and hard work though all these
things do 16 some cases tend to beget a less rigorous diser
pime than in werchantmen generally vet never mind how
much like an old Nesopatamian family these whaleman
may 1 some primitive instances hve together for all
that the punctihous externals at least of the quarter
deck are seldom matertally relaxed and n no instance done
away Indeed manv are the Mantucket ships wr which you
will see the shipper pamding s quarter-eck with an
elated grasdeur not surpissed m any mabtary navy nay
extorting almost as much outward homaze as if he wore
the wmpenal purple wnd not the shabbiest of piot<cloth

And though of all men the moody captain of the Pequod
was the least mven to that sart of shallonest assumption
and thaugh the only homage he ever exacted was wnplicit
wstantaneons obedience though he rogwred no man to
remove the shaes from hus feet ere stepping upon the quar
ter dech and though there were tumes when owng to pecu
har cwcumstances connected with events hereafter to be
detailed he addressed them in unusual terms whether of
cndescension or m derrorem or otherwise yet gven Captain
‘hab was by no means unobservant of the paramount forms
and tsages of the sea

Nor pethaps will i fal to be eventually percersed
ihot betund those forms and usages as st were he ome-
times mashed himself mcsdentally maling use of them
for ather and more private ends than they were legitimately
intended to subserse  That certain sultans m of Ius bramm
whick had otherwi e 1 2 good degree rematned unmanr
fosted, through those forms that same sultamsm became
ncarpate 10 an wresistible dictatorship  For be a mansan
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tellectual supertority what 1t will 1t can never assume the
practical available supremacy over other men without the
ad of some sort of external arts and entrenchtents always,
i themselves more or less paltry and base This 1t 1s
that for ever keeps God's true princes of the Emprre from
the worlds hustings and leaves the highest honors that
this air can give to those men who become famous more
through their mfintte mieriority to the chowce hidden hand
ful of the Divine Inert than through therr undoubted
supeniority over the dead level of the mass Such large
virtue Jurks mn these small things when extreme political
superstitions invest them that in some royal instances
even to wdiot imbecility they have mmparted potency But
when as m the case of Nichiolas the Czar the ringed crown
of geographical empire encircles an impenal brain  then
the plebeian herds crouch abased before the tremendous
centralizatton Nor will the tragic dramatist who would
depict mortal mdomitableness 1n its fullest sweep and direct
swing ever foryet a hint mcidentally so important in his
art as the one now alluded to

But Ahab my Captamn stdl moves before me w all hus
Nantucket grimness and shaggmess and n thi episode
touching, Cmperors and Rings I must not conceal that T
have only to do with a poor old whale hunter hhe him
and therefore all outward majestical trappings and housings
are demied me  Oh Ahab' what shall be grand 1n thee 1t
must needs be plucked at from the shies and dived for m
the deep, and featured in the unbodied air!

CHAPTER X\\IV
THT CABIN TABLE

It 1s noon and Dough Boy the steward thrusting hi.
pale loaf of bread face from the cabmn scuttle announces
dinner to his lord and master who 1tting 1n the lee quarter
boat has just been talung an ob enation of the sun and
15 now mutely rechomng the latitude on the smooth me
dallion shaped tablet reserved for that daily purpose on
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the upper part of his nory leg From his complete n
attention to the tidings, you would think that moody Ahab
had not heard his menial But presently catching hold
of the mizen hrouds he swings lumself to the deck, and
in an even unexhilarated voice saymng ¢ Dinner, Mr Star
buck  disappears mto the cabin

When the last echo of s sultans step has died away
and Starbuck the first Emur has every reason to suppose
that he 15 seated then Starbuck rouses from s quetude,
takes a few turns along the planks and after a grave peep
to the binnacle says with some touch of pleasantness
‘Dmner Mr Stubb and descends the scuttle  The second
Emir lounges about the rigging awhile, and then slightly
shaking the main brace to see whether 1t will be all right
with that 1mportant rope, he ilemise takes up the old bur
den and wath a rapid Dinser, Mr Flaskh 7 {ollows after
his predecessors

But the third Emir now seeing himself all alone on the
quarter deck seems to feel relieved from some curous re
stramt for tipping all sorts of Lnowing winks m all sorts
of directions and kicking off s shoes he strhes mto a
oharp but noiseless squall of a hornpipe right over the ( rand
Turk s head and then by a dexterous sleight, pitching his
cap up mto the mizentop for a shelf he goes down rollicking,
s0 far at least as he remans visible from the deck reversing
all other proce~sions by bringing up the rear with music
But ere stepping nto the cabin doorway below he pauses
ships a new face altogether and then independent hilan
ous httle Flash enters hang Ahabs presence mn the char
acter of Abjectus or the Slave

It 15 not the lea t among the strange things bred bv the
intense artificialness of sea usages that while 1n the open
arr of the dech some ofncers will upon provocation bear
themselves boldly and defyingly enough towards their com
mander yet ten to one let those very officers the next
moment go down to therr customary dmner i that same
commander s cabmn and straightway ther inoffensive not
1o say deprecatory and humble air towards him as he sits
at the head of the table this 1s marvellous sometime
most comical Wherefore this difference? A problem?
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Perhaps not  To have been Belshazzar, huing of Babylon

and to have been Belsh: not haughtily but c Ty,
therein certamnly must have been some touch of mundane
grandeur  But be who m the rightly regal and intelligent
spirit presides over his own private dinner table of nvited

guests that mans hal power and d of
wdwidueal nfluence for the tume, that mans royalty of
state ds Belsh s for Belsh Was not the

greatest Who has but once dined hss friends has tasted
what 1t 1s to be Caesar It 15 a witchery of socal czarship
which there 1s no withstanding Now 1if to this consid
eration you super add the official supremacv of a ship
master then by inference you will dersve the cause of
that peculianty of sea hfe just mentioned

Over his wvory nlaid table Ahab presided like a mute
maned sea lion on the wlite coral beach surrounded by his
war like but still deferential cubs  In his own proper tumn
each officer waited to be served They were as little chil
dren before Ahab and yet i Ahab there seemed not
to lurk the smallest social arrogance  ¥With one mind therr
mtent eyes all fastened upon the old mans kmfe as he
carved the chief dish before im I do not suppose that
for the world they would have profaned that moment with
the <lightest observation even upon so neutral a topic as
the weather No' And when reaching out hts knife and
fork between which the shice of beef was loched Ahab
thereby motioned Starbuck s plate towards hun the mate
recerved his meat as though receving alms and cut it
tenderly and a httle started 1i perchance the hmfe grazed
against the plate and chewed 1t noiselessly and swallowed
it not without Gircumspectton For like the Cotonation
banquet at Frankfort where the German Emperor pro
joundly dmes with the even Imperial Electors so these
cabin meals were somehow solemn meals eaten m awful
stlence and yet at table old Ahab forbade not comversa
tion only he himself was dumb  What 2 rehef 1t was to
choking Stubb when a rat made a sudden rachet in the
hold below And poor httle Flash he was the youngest
son and lttle boy of this weary fanuly party His were
the shin bones of the salime beef s would have heen
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the drumstichs  For Flask to have presumed to help lum
self this must have seemed to lum tantamount to larceny
m the first degree Had he helped himself at the table,
doubtless never more would he have been able to hold his
head up n this honest world nevertheless strange to say,
Ahab never forbade him  And had Flash helped himself
the chances were Ahab had mever so much as noticed 1t
Least of all, did Flask presume to help humself to butter
Whether he thought the owners of the ship demed 1t to him,
on account of its clotting his clear sunny complexion or
whether he deemed that on so lomg a voyage m such
marketless waters butter was at a premuum and therefore
was not for him a subaltern however 1t was, Flask alas]
was a butterless man!

Another thmg Flask was the last person down at the
dmner, and Flash 1s the first man up Consider! TFor
hereby Flask s dinner was badly jammed 1n pomt of time
Starbuck and Stubb both had the start of lim  and yet they
also have the privilege of lounging m the rear 1f Stubb
even who 15 but a peg higher than Flask happens to have
but a small appetite and soon shows symptoms of con
cluding hus repast then Flask must bestir himself he will
not get more than three mouthfuls that day for 1t 1s agamst
holv usage for Stubb to precede Flask to the deck  There
fore 1t was that Flash once admutted n prvate that ever
since- he had arisen to the digmtv of an officer from that
moment he had never Lnown What it was to be otherwise
than hungry more or less For what he ate did not so
much relieve his hunger as keep 1t immortal 11 lhim  Peace
and satisfaction thought Ilask have for ever departed from
my stomach I am an ofticer but how I wish I could fish
2 bit of old fa honed beef in the forecastle as I used to
when T was before the mast Theres the frmts of promo
uon now theres the vamty of gloty  there s the wnsanity
of lifel Besides 1 1t were so that any mere sailor of the
Pequod had a grudge agamnst Flask in Flasks official
capacity all that sailor had to do 1n order to obtain ample
vengeance Was to go aft at dinner tune and get a peep at
Flask through the cabin shy light, sittng silly and dum

foundered before awful Ahab
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Now Ahab and hus three mates formed what may be
called the first table 1n the Pequods cabin  After ther
departure taking place wn nverted order to their arrival
the canvas cloth was cleared or rather was restored to
some hurned order by the palld steward And then the
three harpooneers were bidden to the feast they betng its
residuary lepatees  They made a <ort of temporary
servants hall of the high and rmughty cabin

In strange contrast to the hardly tolerable constramt and
nrameless mvisible dormuneerings of the captains table was
the entwe care free hcense and ease the almost frantic
democracy of those inferior fellons the harpooneers While
their masters the mates seemed afraid of the sound of the
hinges of therr own Jaws the harpooneers chewed their food
with such a rehsh that there was a report to 1t They dined
like lords they nlled their bellies hike Indian ships all day
loading with spices  Such portentous appetites had Quee
queg and Tashtego that to £l out the vacancies made by
the previous repast often the pale Dough Boy was famn to
bring on a great baron of salt yunk seemungly quarried out
of the solid ox  And if he were not hvely about 1t 1f he
did pot go with a mimble hop skip-and jump then Tashtege
had an ungentlemanly way of accelerating him by darting
4 fork at his back harpoon wise And once Daggoo serzed
with a sudden humor assisted Dough Boy s memory by
snatching him up bodilv and thrusting hus head 1nto 2 great
empty wooden trencher while Tashtego knife n hand began
Iaving out the circle prelminary to .calpmg him  He was
naturally a very nervous shuddering sort of Inttle fellow
this bread faced stemard the progeny of a bankrupt bake-
and a ho pital nurse  And what with the standing spectacle
of the black terrific Ahab and the periodical tumultuous
visitations of these three savages Dough Boy s whale life
was one continual Lp-quiver Commonly after seeing the
harpooneers furmshed with all things they demanded he
would escape from thewr clutches into his hitle pantry
adjoinmg and fearfully peep out at them through the blinds
of its door till all was over

It was 4 sight to see Queequeg seated over agawost T
tego opposing his filed teeth to the Indians crossw
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them Daggoo seated on the floor, for 2 bench would have
brought Ins hearse plumed head to the low carhnes at
every motion of his colossal imbs making the low cabin
framework to shale, as when an African elephant goes
passenger 1n a shup ~ But for all this the great megro was
wonderfully abstemious, not to say damnty It seemed
hardly possible that by such comparatively small mouthfuls
he could keep up the vitality diffused through so broad
baronial and superb a per on  But doubtless this noble
savage fed strong and drank deep of the abounding element
of air and through his dilated nostrils snuffed n the sublime
Iife of the worlds Not by beef or by bread are giants
made or nounshed But Queequeg he had a mortal bar
baric smack of the hp m eating—an ugly sound enough—
so much so that the trembling Dough Boy almost looked
to ee whether any marks of teeth lurked 1 his own lean
arms And when he would hear Tashtego smnging out for
him to produce himself that s bones mght be picked the
simple witted Steward all but shattered the crockery hang
g round him 1m the pontry by his sudden fits of the palsv
Nor did the whetstone which the hirpooneers carred m thetr
pockets for their lances and other weapons and with which
whetstones at dinner they would ostentatiously sharpen
their knives that grating sound did not at all tend to tran
qullize poor Dough Boy  How could he forget that s his
Island days Queequeg for one must certamnly have been
guilty of some murderous convivial indiscretions  Alas!
Dough Bey! hard fares the white waiter who waits upon
canmbals Not a mpkm should he carry on s arm but a
buchler In good time though to lus great delight the
three salt sea warmors would mse and depart to his
credulous fable mongering ears all their martial bones
ymghng 1 them at every step Tike Moorish .cimetars m
scibbards

But, though the e barbarians dmed in the cabin and
nominally lived there still being anything, but sedentary
herr habits they were scarcely ever in 1t except 1t meal
times and just before sleeping time, when they passed
through 1t to their own peculiar quarters

In this one matter Ahab eemed no exception to most
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American whale captamns who as a set rather mncline to the
opnion that by rights the ship s cabin belongs to them, and
that it 15 by ‘courtesy alone that anybody else 15 at any
time permutted there So that in real truth the mates
and harpooneers of the Pequod nught more properly be
.ad to have lned out of the cabm than in 1t For when
they did enter 1t 1t was something as a street-door enters a
house turmng inwards for a moment only to be turned out
the next and as a permanent thing residing in the open arr
Nor did they lose much hereby in the cabin was no com
panmionship  soctally Ahab was mnaccessible  Though nom
1nally included mn the census of Christendom be was sull
an alien to 1t He Ined i the world as the last of the
Gnisly Bears Ined 1n settled Missour:  And as when Spring
and Summer had departed that wild Logan of the woods,
burying himself m the hollow of a tree lived out the winter
there suching his own paws s6 n s inclement howling
old age Ahab s <oul shut up mn the caved trunk of Jus body,
there fed upon the sullen paws of 1its gloom!

CHAPTER \XXV
THE MAST IIEAD

It was duning the mote pleasant weather that in due
rotation with the other seamen my first mast head came
round

In most American whalemen the mast heads are manned
almost sumultaneously with the vessels leaving her port
even though she may have fifteen thousand mules and more
to sasl ere reaching her proper crwising ground And if
after a three four or five years vovage she 1s drawing migh
home with anything empty 1 her—say an empty vial even
~—then her mast heads are hept manned to the last! and
not tall her skysail poles sail 1n among the spares of the port,
does .he altogether relinqush the hope of capturing one
whale more

Now as the busmess of standing mast heads ashore or
afloat 1s a very ancient and interesting one let us 1n some

e v
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measure expatiate here I take it that the earhest standers
of mast heads were the old Egyptians, because mn all my
researches 1 find none prior to them For though their
progenutors the builders of Babel, must doubtless by ther
tower have intended to rear the loftiest mast head mn all
Asia or Africa either yet (ere the final truck was put to
1t) as that great stone mast of therrs may be said to have
gone by the board 1 the dread gale of God s wrath there
fore we cannot give these Babel builders prionity over the
Egyptians  And that the Lgyptians were a natton of mist
head standers 1s an assertion based upon the general belief
among archxologists that the first pyramids were founded
for astronomical purposes a theory smgularly supported
by the peculiar stair like formation of all four sides of those
odifices  whereby with prodigious long uphftings of therr
legs those old astronomers were wont to mount to the apex
and sing out for new stars even as the look otts of 2
modern ship sing out for 2 sail or a whale just bearing m
sight In Samt Stylites the famou Christian hermet of old
times who bwilt him a lofty stone pillar 1 the desert and
spent the whole latter portion of his life on its summut

hoisting his food from the ground with a tackle n him
we have a remarkable instance of a dauntless stander of

mast heads who was not to be driven from his place by fogs
or frosts ram hail or sleet but vahantly facing everything
out to the last lterally died at hs post Of modern
standers of mast heads we have but a lfeless set mere
stone 1on and bronze men who though well capable of
facing out a suff gale are still entirely incompetent to the
business of smging out upon discovering any stranpe sight

‘There 1s Napoleon who upon the top of the column of
Vendome stands with arms folded some one hundred and
fifty feet m the awr careless now who rules the decks
below v hether Lows Philippe Tows Blanc or Louws the
Devil  Great Washington too stands high «loft on his
towering mawn mast i Baltimore and like one of Hercules

miflars his column marks that pomt of human grandeur
beyond which few mortals will go Admiral Nelson al o,

on a cap tar of gun metal stands his mast head m Trafalgar

Square and even when most obscured by that London
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smoke tolen 1s yet given that a hidden hero 13 there, for
where there 15 smoke must be fire But neither great
Washimgton nor Napoleon nor Nelson, will answer a single
hail from below however madly wnvohed to befriend by
their counsels the distracted dechs upon which they gaze
however 1t may be surmused that therr spinits penetrate
through the thick haze of the future and descry what
shoals and what rocks must be shunned

It may seem unwarrantable to couple mn any respect the
mast head standers of the land with those of the sea but
that in truth it 15 not so 1s plainly evinced by an item for
which Obed Macy the cole historian of Nantucket stands
accountable  The worthy Obed tells us that in the early
times of the whale fishery ere ships were regularly launched
i pursuit of the game the people of that island erected
lofty spars along the seaoast to which the look-outs
ascended by means of nailed cleats something as fowls go
upstawrs 1t a hen house A few years ago this same plan
was adopted by the Bay whalemen of New Zealand who
upon descrying the game gave notice to the ready manned
boats migh the beach But this custom has now become
obsolete turn we then to the one proper mast head that
of a whaleship at <ea The three ma t heads are kept
manned from unnse to sun et the camen tahing therr
regular turns (as at the helm) and reheving each other
every two hours In the serene weather of the tropics 1t 1s
exceedingly pleasant the mast head nay to a dreamy
meditative man 1t 15> dehghtful There you stand a hundred
feet above the silent decks stniding along the deep asif the
masts were gigantic stits while beneath you and between
your legs as it were swim the hugest monsters of the sea
even as ships once sailed between the boots of the famous
Colo sus at old Rhodes  There you stand lost m the infinite
series of the sea with nothung rufiled but the waves The
tranced ship indolently rolls the drowsy trade winds blow
everything resolves you mto languor  For the most part
n this tropic whaling life a sublime uneventfulness invest
you you hear no news read no gazettes extras with
<tartling accounts of commonplaces never delude you
unnecessary excitements You bear of no domestic

s
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tions, bankrupt securities fall of stocks are never troubled
with the thought of what you shall have for dinner—for all
your reals for three years and more are snugly stowed m
casks and your bill of fare 13 immutable

In one of those southern whalesmen on a long three or
four years voyage as often happens the sum of the
vanous hours yon spend at the mast head would amount to
several entire months  And 1t 15 much to be deplored that
the place to which you devote so considerable a portion of
the whole term of your natural ife hould be so sadly
destitute of anything approaching to a cosy nhabitiveness
or adapted to breed a comfortable localness of feeling such
as pertains to a bed a hammoch a hearse a sentry hos, 2
pulpit a coach or any other of tho e small and snug con
trivances m which men temporanly isolate them elves
Your most usual point of perch 1s the head of the t gallant
mast where you stand upon two thun parallel sticks (almost
pecullar to whalemen) called the t gallant cross trees
Here tos.ed about by the sea the beginner feels about as
cosy as be would tanding on a bulls horns  To be sure,
cold weather you may carry your house aloft with you m
the shape of a watchcoat but properly peaking the
thickest watch-coat 1s no more of a house than the unclad
body for as the soul 1s glued mnside of 1ts fleshy tabernacle
and cannot freely move about mn 1t nor even move out of
1t without running great risk of persshing (lihe an ignorant
pilgrim cro.sing the <nowy Alps m winter) so a watch coat
1s not se much of a house as it 15 2 mere envelope or add:
tional kin encasing you You cannot put a shelf or chest of
drawers m your body and no more can you make a con
venence closet of your watch coat

Concerming all this it 13 much to be deplored thit the
mast heads of a southern whale ship are unprovided with
those enviable hittle tents or pulpits called crow s nests 1n
which the look-outs of 2 Greenland whaler are protected from
the inclement weather of the frozen eas In the fireside
narrative of Captamn Sleet entitled A Voyage among the
Jcebergs, 10 quest of the Greenland Whale and incidentally
for the re-ciscovery of the Lost Icelandic Colomes of Old
G eenland,’ in this admirable volume all standers of mast
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heads are f hed with a ch 1y ]
account of the then recently tnvented crow’s mest of the
Glacier, which was the name of Captan Sleets good craft
He called 1t the Slect s crow’s nest 1 honor of himself he
bemng the orsginal 1ventor and patentee and free from all
nidicwlous false delicacy and holding that 1f we call our
own children after our own names (we fathers being the
onginal mventors gnd patentees) so likewise should we
di after ourselves any other app we may
beget In shape the Sleets crow s nest 1s something Like a
large tierce or pipe 1t 1s open above however where it fs
furnished with 2 movable side screen to keep to widward of
sour head in a hard gale Being fixed on the summt of the
mast you ascend mto 1t through a hittle trap hatch in the
bottom  On the after side or side next the stern of the ship
1s a comfortable seat with a locker underneath fo
umbrellas comforters and coats In front is a leather £ o)
1 whech to keep your speaking trumpet pipe telescope igr
other nautical convemences When Captain Sleet 10 pey, -
stood his mast head 1n this crows nest of his he teh ¢
that ke always had a nfle with him (also fived in the +4
together with a powder flash and shot for the punese 5
popping ofi the stray narwhales or vagrant sex w. ,
1nfesting those water> for you cannot successfulls .y ¢
them from the deck owing to the resistance of 1 a1,
but to shoot down upon them 1s a very different t' P
1t was plainly a labor of love for Captan Slet o, ,

as he does all the lttle detatled conveniences ¢ . e
nest but though he o enlarges upon mam S "
though he treats us to a very scientific accour < .. P
ments 1 this crow snest with a smal «p i
there for the purpose of counteracting flepe- . [ o
from vhat 15 called the local attractis = | ¢
magnets an error ascnibable to the hor ¢ o7 T
the wron i the hips planks and intle & Lo ) T4 e
haps to there having been so many ey T

-
smiths among her crew I say that<, to
very discreet and cientific here ap . 70 Tw G =~

binnacle deviations  azmuth o o 7y e
and approumate errors’ heknorg 7, N 5

P
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that ke was not so much immersed in those profound mag
netic meditations as to fail bemng attracted occaswonally
towards that well replemshed little case bottle so micely
tuck ed 1n on one side of his crow’s nest within easy reach of
his hand  Thougb upon the whole I greatly admure and
even love the brave, the honest, and learned Captain yet I
take 1t very 1l of him that he should so utterly ignore that
case bottle seeing what a faithful friend and comforter it
must have been, while with puttened fingers and hooded
head he was studymg the mathematics aloft there mn that
bird s nest within three or four perches of the pole

But if we Southern whale fishers are not so snugly housed
aloft as Captain Sleet and his Greenlandmen were “yet that
thsadvantage 15 greatly counter balanced by the widely
contrasting serepity of those seductive seas m which we
South fishers mostly float For one T used to lounge up the
nigging very lesurely, restin, in the top to have a chat with
Queequeg or any one else off duty whom I might find there
then ascendine a httle way further and throwing a lazv leg
over the top sail yard take a prelinunary view of the watery
pastures and so at last mount to my ultimate destination

Let me make a clean breast of 1t here and frankly admit
that I kept hut sorry guard With the problem of the
unpverse revolving 1n me how could I—being left completely
w myself at such a thought engendening altitude—how
could T but hightly hold my obligations to observe all whale
ships standing orders keep your weather eye open and
simng cut every time

And let me n this place movin,ly admonish you ye ship-
owners of Nantuchet! Beware of enli ting m your vigilant
fisheries any lad with Jean brow and hollow eye given to
unsea.onatle meditativeness and who offers to ship with
the Phredon in.tead of Bowditch i bis head Beware of
such an one I ay your whales must be seen before they
can be hilled and this sunken eyed young Platonist will
tow you ten v ahes round the world and never make you one
pint of sperm the richer Nor are these momtions at all
unneeded  For powadays, the while fishery furmshes an
asylum for many romantic melancholy and absent minded
young men, disgusted with the carking care of earth and
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eeking sentiment 1n tar and blubber Childe Harold not
nfrequently perches himself upon the mast head of some
uckless disappomted whale ship and in moody phrase
jaculates —

Roll on thou deep and dark blue ocean roll!
Ten thousand blubber hunters sweep over thee in vain

Very often do the captamns of such ships take those absent
mnded young philo ophers to tash upbraiding them with
10t feeling sufficient interest in the voyage half hinting
hat they are so hopele sly lost to all honorable ambtion
s that in their secret souls they would rather not see
vhales than othermise  But all 1z vain those young Pla
onists have 2 notion that their vision 1s imperfect they are
hort sighted what use then to stran the wvisual nerve?
They have left their opera glas es at home

Why thou monkey ” said a harpoaneer to one of these
ads weve been crmsing now hard upon three years and
hou hast mot raised a whale yet Whales are scarce as
hen s teeth whenever thou art up here Perhaps they
vere or perhaps there might have been shoals of them
he far horizon but lulled mto such an oprum like histlessness
f vacant unconscious reverie 1s this absent minded youth
by the blendmg cadence of waves with thoughts that at last
he loses his 1dentity takes the mystic ocean at his feet for
he visible 1mage of that deep blue bottomless soul per
vading manhind and nature and every strange half seen
shding beautiful thing that eludes him every dumly-chis
covered uprising fin of some undiscermble form eems to
im the embodiment of those elusive thoughts that only
people the soul by continually flitting through 1t In thig
enchanted mood thy spirit ebbs away to whence it came
becomes diffused through time and pace like Cranmers
sprinkled Pantheistic ashes forming at last a part of every
shote the round globe over

There 15 no life in thee now except that rockmng hfe
imparted by a gentle rolkng ship by her borrowed from
the sea by the sea from the mscrutable tides of God But
while thus sleep this dream 1s on ye move your foot or hand
an inch shp your hold at all and your identity comes back -

P Ve
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While the mate was getting the himmer Ahab, without
speaking was slowly rubbing the gold piece agamst the
skirts of hus jacket as if to heighten its lustre, and without
using any words was meanwhile lowly humming to himself,
producing a sound so strangely muifled and inarticulate that
it seemed the mechanical humming of the wheels of his
vitality it him

Receiving the top maul from Starbuck he advanced
towards the main mast with the hammer uplifted 1n one
hand e<hbiting the gold with the other and with a high
rared voice exclaiming Whosoever of ye raises me a
white headed whale with a wninkled brow and a crooked
Jaw  whosoever of ye raises me that white headed whale,
with three hales punctured 1n his starboard flube—look ye
whosocver of ye raises me that same white whale he shall
have this gold ounce my boys'

¢Huzza! huzzal cned the seamen as with swingmg
tarpaulins they hailed the act of nathng the gold to the
mast

‘Its a white whale T say resumed Ahab as he threw
down the top maul  a white whale Skin your eyes for
im men look sharp for white water 1f ye see but 2 bubble
sing out

All ths while TIashtego Daggoo and Queequeg had
looked on with even more 1ntense mterest and surprise than
the rest and at the mention of the wrnnkled brow and
crooked jaw they had started as if each was separately
touched by some specific recollection

Captamn Ahab  said Tashte,o that white whale must
be the same that some call Moby Dick

Moby Dick? shouted Ahah Do ye hnow the white
whale then Tash?

“Does he fan tail a little curious sir, before he goes
down? sawd the Cay Header deliberately

‘And has he a curiou spout too saxd Daggoo very
bushy even for a parmacetty and mughty quick Captam
Ahab?

And he have one two tree—oh! good many ron in hum
jude too, Captam cried Queequeg disjomtedly — all
twiske tee be twisk, like mm—him— faltering hard for a
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word and screwmng his hand round and round as though
uncrérkl}x;gt a bnule—dhkeh:um—hxm—"
orhscrew! cried Ahab aye Queequeg tbe harpoons
Lie all twisted and wrenched 1n glm aye D?ggoo us spout
15 2 big one like a whole shock of wheat and white as a pile
of our Nantuchet wool after the great anmual sheep-shear
g aye Tashtego and he fantails bke a <pht yib 1n 2
squall  Death and devilsl men it 1s Moby Dick ye have
seen—VMoby Dick—Moby Dickt’
‘Captain Ahab said Starbuch who with Stubb and
Flash had thus far been eyemng his supertor with increas
mg urpnise but at last seemed struch with a thought which
.omewhat explamed all the wonder  Captam Ahab 1
have heard of Moby Dich—but it was not Moby Dick that
took off thy leg?
‘Who told thee that? cried Ahab then pausing  Aye
Starbuck aye my hearties all round 1t was Moby Dich
that dismasted me Moby Dick that brought me to this
dead stump I stand on now Aye aye he shouted with a
ternfic Joud ammal sob like that of a heart stricken
moose  Aye aye! it was that accursed white whale that
razeed me made a poor pegging lubber for me for ever and
a day! Then tossing both arms with measureless 1m
precations he shouted out Aye aye! and Ill chase him
round Good Hope and round the Hom and round the
Norway Maelstrom and round perditions flames before I
give hm up  And this 1s what ye bave shipped for menl
to chase that white whale on both sides of land and over
all sides of earth till he spouts blach blood and rolls fin
out What say ye men will ye splice hands on 1t now? 1
think ye do look brave
Aye aye! shouted the harpooneers and seamen run
nung closer to the exated old man A sharp eye for the
white whale a sharp lance for Moby Dick!’
God bless ye he seemed to half sob and half shout
God bless ye men Steward! go draw the great measure
of grog But whats this long face about Mr Starbuck
wilt thou not chase the white whale? art not game for
Moby Dick?

I am game for lus crocked jaw and for the jaws of
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Death too Captamn Ahab 1f 1t farrlv comes in the way of the
business we follow, but I came here to hunt whales not my
commander s vengeance How manv barrels will thy ven
geance yeld thee even 1f thou gettest it, Captmn Ahab? it
will not fetch thee much m our Nantucket market ”
 Nantucket marhet' Hoot! But come closer, Starbuch

thou requirest a little lower laver If moneys to he the
measurer man and the accountants have computed thew
great counting house the globe by girdling 1t with guineas
one to every three parts of an mch  then let me tell thee
that my veangeance will fetch a great premium kere/

‘He smites s chest whispered Stubb ‘ what s that for?
methinks 1t rings most vast, but hollow ’

“Vengeance on a dumb brute! cried Starbuch  that
surply smote thee from bhndest mstinct'! Madness! To
be enraged with a dumb thing Captan Ahab seems
biasphemous '

“Hark ye yet again—the httle lower layer Al viible
objects man are but as pasteboard masks But m each
event—n the g act the undoubted deed—there some
unhnown but still reasoming thing puts forth the mouldings
of 1ts featurcs from bebind the unreasoming mask  Yf man
will stribe strihe through the mash! How can the pnsoner
reach outside except by thrusting through the wall? To me,
the wiute whale 1s that wall shoved near to me  Sometimes
1 think there s nanght bevond  But tis enough  He tasks
me, he heap me I see n um outrageon, strength with
an tnscrutable malice sinewisg it That imnscrutable thing
15 chuefly what T hate and be the white whale agent, or be
the white whale principal 1 wall wreal that hate upon hun
Talk not to me of blasphemy man Id stube the sun af 1t
msulted me  For could the sun do that then sould I do
the other, since there is ever a sort of farr play herem,
jeafousy presiding over all creations But not my master
man s even that fur play Whos over me? Truth hath
no confines Take off thine eye! more intolerable than
fiends' glanngs 15 a doltish starel  So so  thou reddenest
and palest my heat has melted thee to anger glow  But
ook ye, Starbuck what 15 said 10 heat that thing unsays
itself’ There are men from whom warm words are small
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ndigmity I meant not to incense thee Let 1t g0 Look!
see yonder Turkish cheeks of spotted tawn—hving breath
ng pictures painted by the sun  The Pagan leopards—the
unreching and unworshipping things, that Ive and Leek
and give no reasons for the torrid life they feell The crew
man the crew! Are they not one and all with Ahab 1n
this matter of the whale? See Stubb! he laughs{ See
yonder Chihan! he norts to think of it Stand up amid
the general hurricane thy one tost sapling cannot Starbuck!
And what 15 1t* Rechon 1t *Tis but to help strike a fin
no wondrous feat for Starbuck W hat 15 1t more? I'rom this
one poor hunt then the best lance out of all Nantucket
surely he will not hang back when every foremast hand has
clutched a whetstone Ah! constrammings seize thee T <ee|
the billow hits thee' Speal but peak!—Aye ayet thy
silence then that voices thee (Aside) Somethimg shot
from my dilated nostrils he has mhaled it in hs lungs
Starbuck now 1S nume cannot oppose me nOW without
rebellon

God Leep me'—keep us alll murmured Starbuck
lowly

But m Ius yoy at the enchanted tacit acquiescence of the
mate Ahab did not hear his foreboding mvocation wor yet
the Jow laugh from the hold nor yet the presaging vibra
tions of the winds i the cordage nor yet the hollow flap
of the .ails aganst the masts as for 2 moment their hearts
sapl in  For agan Starbuchs downcast eyes lghted uj
with the stubbornness of hife the subterranean laugh died
away the winds blew on the sails filled out the ship
heaved and rolled as before Ah ye admonition, and
warnings! why stay ye not when ye come? But rather are
ye predictions than warmngs ye shadows' Yet pot so
much predictions from without as verifications of the fore
gong things vathin  For with Iittle external to copstram
us the mnermost necessities n our being these stil dnve
us on

The measure' the measure! crnied Ahab

Recewving the brimming pewter and turmng to the har
pooneers he ordered them to produce their weapons  Then
ranging them before him near the capstan with ther
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narpoons 1n their hands, while s three mates stood at his
side with therr lances, and the rest of the shps company
formed a circle round the group he stood for an nstant
earchingly eyemng every man of his crew  But those wild
eyes met his 1s the bloodshot eyes of the prame wolves
meet the eye of their leader ere he rushes on at their head
m the tradl of the bison but, alas! only to fall mto the
hidden snare of the Indian

Drmk and pass! * he cnied handing the heavy charged
flagon to the nearest seamen  “The crew alone now drink
Round with it round! Short draughts— long swallows
men ’tis hot as Satans hoof So so 1t goes round
excellently It pralizes in ye forks out at the serpent
snapping eve  Well done almost dramed That way it
went, this way it comes Hand 1t me—heres a hollow!
Men ye seem the years so brimming life 1s gulped and
gone Steward refill!

Attend now mv braves I have mustered ye all round
this capstan and ye mates flank me with your lances, and
ye harpooneers stand there with jour wons and ve stout
marmers ring me 1n that T may in some <ort revive a noble
custom of my £ hermen fathers before me O men You
will vet see that— Ha! boy come back? bad penmes come
not sooner Hand tt me Why now this pewter had run
brmming agan wer t not thou St Vitus imp—away thou
ague!

Advance ye mates! Cross your lances full before
me Well done! Let me touch the awus  So .aying
with extended arm he grasped the three level racdiating
lances at their crossed centre while o domg suddenly and
nervously twitched them meanwhile flancing mtently
from Starbuck to Stubb from Stubb to Llash It seemed
as though by some nimele.s mterior volition he would
{ 1n have shoched mnto them the sime fiery emotion accumu
luted within the Leyden jar of luis own magnetic life  The
three inates quailed before lus strong sustained and mystic
aspect  Stubb and Flask locked sideways from hum  the
honest eye of Starbuck fell downnght

“n vain! cried Ahab  but maybe tis well For did
y» three but once take the full forced shock then mime own
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electric thing ¢7a¢ had perhaps expired from out me Per
chance too 1t would have dropped ye dead Perchance ye
need 1t not Down lances! And now ye mates I do
appoint ye three cupbearers to my three pagan kmnsmen
there—yon three most honorable gentlemen and noblemen
my valiant harpooneers Disdain the ta L?  Ywhat when
the great Pope washes the feet of beggars using his tiara for
ewer? Oh my sweet cardinals! jour own condescension
that shall bend ye to1t I do not order ye ye willat Cut
your se1zings and draw the poles ye harpooneers!

Silently obeying the order the three harpooneers now
stood with the detached iron part of their harpoons some
three feet long held barbs up before lim

Stab me not with that keen steel' Cant them cant
them over' know ye not the goblet end? Turn up the
sochet! So so now ye cup-bearers advance The 1rons!
take them hold them while I fill' Forthmith slowly gomg
from one officer to the other he brimmed the harpoon
sochets with the fiery waters from the pewter

Now three to three ye stand Commend the murderou
chalices! Bestow them ye who are now made parties to
this mdissoluble league Ha! Starbuck' but the deed 1s
done! Yon ratifying sun now waits to sit upon it Drmk
ve harpooneers! dnnk and swear ye men that man the
deathful whaleboats bow-—Death to Moby Dick! God
Lunt uvs all 1f we do not hunt Moby Dick to his death!
The long barbed steel goblets were lifted and to cries and
maledictions agamst the white whale the spints were
sumultaneously quaffed down with a hiss  Starbuch paled
and twrned and shivered Once more and finally the
replenished pewter went the rounds among the frantic crew
when waving his free hand to them they all dispersed 2vd
Ahab retired within his cabin
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CHAPTER XXXVII
SUNSET

The cabin, by the stern windous Akab sstting alone,
and ga mg out

I 1rave a white and turbid wake pale waters, paler
cheeks where er I sail  The envious billows sidelong swell
to whelm my track let them hut first I pass

Yonder, by the ever bummng goblets nm the warm
waves blush Il e wine The gold brow plumbs the blue
The diver sun—slow dived from noon—goes down my
soul mounts up! she weanes with her endless lull  Is then
the crown too heavy that I wear? this Iron Crown of Lom
bardy Yetisit brioht with many a gem I the wearer, see
not its far flashings but darkly feul that I wear that that
dazzhingly confounds Tis won—that I know-—not gold
Tis sphit too—that I feel the jagged edge galls me so my
brain eems to beat against the solid metal aye steel skull
mme  the sort that needs no hemlet in the most bram
battering fight!

Dry heat upon my brow? Oh! time was when as the
sunrise nobly spurred me so the sunset soothed No more
This lovely ight 1t hghts not me all loveliness 1s angwsh
to me since I can neer enjoy  Gafted with the high per
ception I lack the Jow enjoying power damned most
subtly and most malignantly! dimned in the mudst of
Paradisel Good night—good mght! (waving ks hond he
moves from the window )

Twas not so hard a tash T thought to find one stubborn
at the least but my ome cogged circle fits mto all ther
various wheels and they revolve Or if you will like so
many ant hills of powder they all stand before me and 1
thewr match  Oh hard! that to fire others the match 1tself
must needs be wasting! VWhat Tve dared Iie willed and
what Tve willed Il do! They think me mad—Starbuck
doe~ but Im demoniac 1 am madness maddened! That
wild madness thats only calm to comprehend itselil The
prophecy was that I should be dismembered and—Aye! T
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lost this leg I now prophesy that T will dismember my
dismemberer Now then, be the prophet and the fulfiller
one Thats more than ye ye great gods ever were I
laugh and hoot at ye ye cricket players ye pugibsts ye
deaf Burkes and blinded Bendigoes' I will not say as
schoolboy s do to bullies—Take ome one of your own size
don t pommel me/ No veve hnocked me down and I am
up again but s¢ have run and ldden  Come forth from
behind your cotton bags! I have no long gun to reach ye
Come Ahabs compliments to ye come and see 1if ye can
swerve me  Swerve me? ye cannot swerve me else ye
swerve yourselves! man has ye there Swerve me? The
path to my fixed purpo ¢ 18 Jaid with iron rails whereon my
soul 1s grooved to run  Over unsounded gorges through the
nfled hearts of mountamns under torrents beds unerringly
I rush! Naughts an obstacle naughts an angle to the
on way!

CHAPTER MAXVIIT
DUSK
By the Mammmast Starbuck leamng agamnst 1

My soul 1s more than matched shes over manned and
y a madman' Insufferable sting that samty should ground
arms on such a field But he dnlled deep down and blasted
all mv reason out of me' I think I .ee bus impious end but
feel that I must help him to it Wil T mll I' the meffable
thing has tied me to lum tows me with a cable I have no
knife to cut  Hornble old man! Whos over hum he cries
—aye he would be a democrat to 2ll above look how he
lords 1t over all below! Oh! I plamly see my miserable
office —to obey rebelling and worse yet to hate with touch
of pity ! Tor 1n lus eyes I read some lunid woe would shriver
me up had I 1t Yet 1s there hope Time and tide flow
wide The hated whale has the round water world to
swim 1 as the small gold fish bas its glassy globe Hic
heaven msultng purpo e God may wedge aside I would
up heart were 1t not like Jead But my whole clock s run

s

E
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down my heart the all controlling weight T have no key to
hift agam

{A burst of vevelry from the forecastle]

Oh God! to sail with such a heathen crew that have small
touch of human mothers 1n them! Whelped somewhere by
the sharlish sea The white whale 1s therr demgorgon
Hark! the infernal orgies! that revelry s forward! mark
the unfaltering silence aft! Methinks it pictures hife  Fore
most through the sparkling sea shovts on the gay embattled
bantering bow but only to drag dark Ahab after it where
he broods withm s sternward cabin builded over the dead
water of the wake aund further on hunted by its wolfish
gurglngs The long howl thrills me through! Peace! ye
~evellers and set the watcht Oh Irfel tis 1n an hour like
this with soul beat down and held to knowledge —as wild
untutored things are forced to feed—Oh hfe! t13 now that
I do feel the latent horror i thee' but tis not me! that
horror s out of me and with the soft feeling of the human
m me yet will I try to fight ye ye gnm phantom futures!
Stand by me hold me bind me O ve blessed mnfluences!

CHAPTER XXXIX
FIRST NIGHT WATCH
(Stbd solus and mendine a brace)

Ha! ha! ha' ha! hemt! clear my throat!—I ve been
thinking over 1t ever since and that ha has the final con
sequence Why so? Becau e a laughs the wisest easiest
answer to all thats queer and come what will one com
forts always left—that unfaihng comfort 1t 1ts all pre
destinated I heard not all hus talk with Starbuck but to
my poor eye Starbuck then looked something as I the other
evening felt  Be sure the old Mogul has fixed hun too I
twigged 1t knew 1t had had the mft mught readily have
praphesied st—for when T clapped my eye upon s skull T
saw 1t Well Stubb wmse Stubb—thats my title—well
Stubb what of 1t, Stubb? Here's a carcase I Lnow not
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all that may be coming but be 1t what 1t will I'll go to 1t
laughing  Such a waggsh leenng as lurks m all your
horribles! I feel funny  Fa lat Irra skirral Whats my
Juicy little pear at home doing now? Crving its eyes out?
—Gvng a party to the last arnived harpooneers 1 dare say
gay as a fnigates pennant and so am I—fa, lal hra
skirra!  Oh—

Well dnok to m bt with bearts as Lght
To love as gay and fleeting

As bubbles that swim en the beake s brim
And break on the lips while meeting

A brave stave that—who calls> Mr Starbuck? Aye
aye si—(Aside) hes my superior he has hus too if Im
not mistaken — Aye aye sir just through with this job—
coming

CHAPTLR XL
MIDNIGHT TORECASTLE
HARPOONILRS AND SAILORS

(Foresasl rises and discorers the watch standing loung
g leamng and [vng m  artous oftstudes all singing n
chorus )

Farewell and adieu to vou Spansh ladies!
Farewell and ad ex to you lad cs of Spamn!
Our captans commanded —

IST NANTUCKET SATLOR

Oh boys don t be sentimental 1t s bad for the digestion!
Take a tome follow me'
(Sings and oll follow)

Our captan stood upon the deck
A spy glass in hs hana

A 'viewing of those gallant whales
That blew at every strand
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Ob your tubs in your boats my boys
And by your braces stand
And well bave one of those fine whales
Hand boys over hand{
So be cheery my hdsl may your bearis never faill
Whtle the bold harpooneer is strikung the whale!

MATE’S VOICE FROM THE QUARTER DECK
Esght bells there, forward{

2ND NANTUCRET SAILOR

Avast the chorus! Faght bells there' d'ye hear, bell
bov? Strike the bell eight thou Pipt thou blackhing! and
let me call the watch I ve the sort of mauth for that—the
hogshead mouth  So so  (thrusts Jus kead doun the
scuttle ) Star~boleens aboy!l Eight bells there
below!  Tumble up!

DUTCH SAILOR

Grand sncozine to night maty fat mght for that Y
mark this m our old Mogul s wine 1t s quite as deademng to
some as filliping to others e sing they sleep—ave he
down there hke ground ter butts At em again! There
take this copper pump and hal em through it Tell ‘em
to avast dreaming of their la ses  Tell em it s the resurrec
tion  they must }iss their last and come to yudgment
Thats the wav—thats 3t thy throat am’t spoled with
eating Amsterdam butter

FRENCH SAILOR

Hist, boys' lets have a ng or two hefore we nde to
anchur m Blanket Bay What say ye? There comes the
other watch  Stand by all legs' Tip' lttle Pip! hurrah
wnth you tambounne!

b2:3
(Sulky ond sleepy)
Don't know where it 13
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FRENCIH SAILOR

Beat thy belly then and wag thy ears Jig 1t men I
say merrys the word burrah! Damn me wont you
dance? Form now Indan file and gallop ito the double
shufffe? Throw yourselves! Legs! legs!

ICELAND SATLOR
T don't Iike your floor matv 1t S too springy to my taste
Em u ed to ice floors  I'm sorry to throw cold water on the
subject but excuse me

ATAT TEST SATLOR
Me too wheres your mrls?  Who but a fool would take
Ius left hand by his'night and say to hupselt how dye do?
Partoerst I must have partners(

SICILIAN SATLOR

Aye gl and a green'-—then 11l hop with ye yed turn
grasshopper!

LONG ISLAND SAILOR

Well well ye sulkies theres plenty more of us Hoe
corn when you may say I All legs go to harvest soon
Ah! here comes the music now for 1t!

AZDRE SATLOR

(Ascending and putc’ ng the tambourne up the scuttle )

Here you are, Pip and theres the windlas bits up you
mount! ~ Now hoys!

(The half of them donce fo the tombourme some go
below some sleep or ie among the cotls of rigging  Oaths
a plenty )

AZORE $ATLOR
{Darcing)

Go 1t Pip! Bang it bellboy! Rigat digat stig n
qui,, 1t1 bel‘lpbo)' l\%ake fire flies, break the jinglers!
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rIP

Jnglers you say?~there goes another, dropped off, I

pound 1t so
CHINA SATLOR

Rattle thy teeth then and pound away, make a pagoda

of thyself
FRFNCH SAILOR

Merry mad! Hold up thy hoop Pip till I jump through

it]  Split yjibs! tear yourselves?
TASIITEGO
(Quetly smoking)

Thats a white man he calls that fun humph! I save

my sweat
OLD MANY SAILOR

T wonder whether those jolly lads bethink them of what
they are dancing over 11l dance over your grave, I will—
that s the bitterest threat of your mght women that beat
head winds round corners O Christ! to think of the green
navies and the green shulled crews! Well well belike the
whole worlds a ball as you cholars have it and so ’tis
aght to make one ball room of 1t Dance on, lads youre
voung, I was once

3D NANTUCKET SAILOR
Spell oh!'—whew! thi 1s worse than pulling after whales
n a calm—gwe us a whiff Tash

(They cease danceng and gather i clusters Meantime
the sky darkens—the wind rises )

LASCAR SATLOR

By Brahma! boys 1t'll be dou.e sail oon The sky
born high tide Ganges turned to wind! Thou showest thy
black brow Seeval
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MALTESE SATLOR
(Rechning ard shaking fus cap)

Its the waves—the snows caps turn to yg 1t now
They Il shake therr tassels scon  Now would ail the waves
were women then Id go drown and chassee with them
evermore! There s naught o sweet on earth—heaven may
not match 1t!—as those swilt glances of warm wild bosomw
in the dance when the over arboring arms hide such ripe
bursting grapes

SICILTAN SAILOR
(Kecliung)

Tell me not of 1t! Hark ye lad—fleet interlacings of th-
Timbs—lithe swayings—coy ings—fluterings! lip! heart! hipl
all graze unceasing touch and go! not taste observe ye
else come satiety Lh Pagan® (Mudging)

TAHITAN SAILOR
(Reclining on a mat)

Hail holy nakedness of our dancing girls!—the Heeva
Heeva! Ah! low velled high palmed Tamtil I still rest
me on thy mat but the oft soil has shid! I saw thee
wotven m the wood my mat! green the first day I brought
ye thence now worn and wilted quite  Ah me'—not thou
nor I can bear the change! How then 1if so be transplanted
to yon <kv? Hear I the roarng streams from Pirohitees
peak of pears when they leap down the crags and drown
the villages®—The blast’ the blast’ Up spme and meet
! (Leaps o Ins feet )

PORTUGUESE SAILOR
How the ea rolls swashing gamst the side!  Stand by
for reefing hearties! the winds are just cros mg swords,
pell mell they 11 go lunging presently
DANISH SAILOR
Crach crack old ship! o long as thou crackest thou
holdest! Well donel The mate there holds ye to 1t

rs
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stiffty Hes no more afraid than the 1sle fort at Cattegat
put there to fight the Baltic with storm lashed guns on
which the sea salt cakes?

4TI NANTUCRET SAILOR

He has s orders mind ye that 1 heard old Ahab tell

him he must alnays Lill a squall something as they burst
3 water.pout with a pistol—fire your ship right mto 1t!

ENGLISH SAILOR

Blood! but that old mans 2 grand old cove! We are the
lads to hunt lum up his whale!

ALL
Aye! aye!

OLD MANX SATLOR
How the three pines shake' Pines are the hardest sort
of tree to live when shifted to any other soil and here
theres none but the crews cursed cly  Steady helms
men! steady This 1s the sort of weather when brave hearts
snap ashore and Leeled hulls spht at sea  QOur captamn has
his birthmark Yook yonder bovs theres another in the
sky—Ilurid hhe ye see all else pitch black

DAGGOO

What of that? Whos afraid of black s afraid of me'
['m quarried out of 1t!

SPANISH SAILOR

(4s:de) He wants to bully ah'—the old grudge
makes me touchy (Adiancing) Aye harpooneer thy
race 15 the undemable dark side of mankind—devilish dark
at that No offence

DAGeoo {grimly)
None.
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ST JAGOS SATLOR
That Spamiards mad or drunk But that cant be or
else 1n his one case our old Mogul s fire-waters are some
what Jong 1n working
STH NANTUCKET SAILOR
What's that I saw—lightning®> Yes

SPANISH SATLOR
No Daggoo showing his teeth

DAGGOO  {springing)
Swallow thine manmhin' White skin white Liver!

SPANISH SATLOR (meetng Jum)
hnife thee heartily! big frame small spint!

ALL
A row! a row! 2 row’

TASHTEGO (with a whff)
A row alow and 2 row aloft—Gods and men—both
brawlerst Humph!
BELFAST SAILOR

A row! arrah a row’

The Virgin be blessed a row!'
Flunge 1n with ye!

ENGIISH SAILOR '
Farr play! Snatch the Spantards kmfe! A rmg a
rng'

OLD MANYX SAILOR

Ready formed There! the ringed honizon In that ring
Cam struck Abel Sweet work nght workl No? Why
then, God mad st thou the nng?

.
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MATE'S VOICE PROM THE QUARTER DECK

Hands by the halyards! i top-gallant sas! Stand by
to reef topsailst

ALL

The squalll the squalll jump my jolhesl (Tkey
seatier )

v (shrimkig under the windlass)

Jothes? Lord help such jolhest Crish crashi there
goes the b stay' Blang whang! God'! Duck lower,
Pip here comes the royal yard! Its worse than bemg
m the whitled woods, the last day of the year)! Whod go
chimbing after chestnuts now? But there they go all curs
g and here ¥ dont Tine prospects to em, they re on
the road to heaven  Hold on hard! Jimmim what 1 squall!
But those chaps there are worse vet—they are your white
squalls, they Winte squalls? white whale shur! shir!
Here bave I heard all their chat 1ust now and the white
whale—shirr! shire!—but spo¥en of once! and only ths
evening—it makes me yingle all over ke my tambournine——
that anacenda of an old man swore e¢m m to hunt him!
Oh thou big white Cod aloft there <omewhere m yon
darkness have mercy on this small black boy down here
preserve humt from all men that have no bowels to

feel fear!
* * * * *

CHAPTER XI1
MOBY DICK

I Ismvart, was one of that crew my shouts had gone
op with the rest my oath had been welded with thers
and stronger I shouted, and more did T hammer and chnch
my oath, because af the dread 1t my soul A wid mys
tieal sympathetical feehng was in me  Ahabs quenchless
feud seemed mine  With greedy ears T Jesmed the history
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of that murderous monster agamnst whom I and all the
others had taken our oaths of violence and revenge

For some time past though at intervals only the un
accompanied secluded White Whale had haunted tho e
uncivilized seas mo tly frequented by the Sperm Whale
fi hermen  But rot all of them knew of his existence only
a few of them comparatively had hnowingly scen him
while the number who as yet had actually and knowmgly
guen battle to him was mall indeed  For owing to
the large number of whale crmsers the disorderly way
they were sprinkled over the entire watery carcumfer
ence many of them adventurously pushing thewr quest
alang solitary latitudes so as seldom or never for a whele
twelvemonth or more on a stretch to encounter a single
news telling sail of any sort the inordinate length of
each <eparate voyage the srregulanity of the times of
saing from home all these with other circumstances
direct and indirect long obstructed the spread through the
whole world wide whaliny fleet of the poutal mdividualiz
ing tidings concermng Moby Dick It wa, hardly to be
doubted that several vessels reported to have encountered
at such or such a2 ime or on such or such 2 mendian a
Sperm Whale of uncommon magmtude and mahgmty which
whale after domng great muschief to s assalants had
completely escaped them to some minds 1t was not an un
fair pre umption I say that the wh.le 1 question must
have been no other than Moby Dick  Yet as of late the
Sperm VWhale fishéry had been marked by varous and
not unfrequent instances of great feroctty cunming and
malice 1n the monster attacked therefore it was that those
vho bt aceident ignorantly gave battle to Moby Dick  such
hunters perhaps for the most part were content to ascribe
the peculiar terror he bred more as it were to the perls
of the Sperm Whale fishery at large than to the mdwidual
cause In that nav mostly the disastrous encounter be
tween Ahab and the whale had hitherto been popularly
regarded

And as for those who previously hearing of the Ywhite
Whale by chance caught sight of lim 1n the beginmng
of the thing they had every one of them almost as boldly

v
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and fearlessly lowered for hum as for any other whale of
that species  But at length such calamities did ensue m
these assaults—not restncted to spramed wrists and anbles,
broken limbs or devouring amputations—but fatal to the
1ast degr-e of fatality these repeated disastrous repulses
all accumulating and pihing therr terrors upon Moby Dich,
those things bad gone far to shake the fortitude of many
brave hunters to whom the story of the White Whale had
eventually come

Nor did widd rumors of all sorts fas} to exaggerate, and
still the more horrify the true lstories of these deadly
encounters  For not only do fabulous rumors naturally
grow out of the very body of all surprsing terrible events
~as the smitten tree gives buth to its funm but m
manume Nhfe far more than m that of terra firma wid
numors abound wherever there 1s any adequate reality for
them to chng to  And as the sea surpasses the land in this
matter so the whale fishery surpasses every other ort
of mantume lfe i the wonderfulness and fearfulness
of the rumors which sometimes circulate there  For not
only are whalemen as a body unevempt from that sgnor
amce and superstittousness bereditary to all sators but
of all sailors they re by all odds the most directly brought
mto contact with whatever 15 appallingly astomshing
the sea face to face they not only eye 1ts greatest marvels,
but hand to jaw gne battle to them  Alone, m such re~
motest waters that though jou sailed a thou and mles,
and passed a thousand shores you would not come to any
chuselled bearth stone or aught hospitable beneath that part
of the sun 1n such latitudes and longitudes pursung too
such a callimg as he does the whaleman s wrapped by
influences all tending to mahke ks fancy pregnant with
many a mghty birth

No wonder then that ever gathenng volume from the
“sere transit over the wldest watery spaces the outblown

umors of the White Whale did 1n the end mcorporate
= 1th themselses alt manner of morbid hints and half formed

cetal suggestions of supernatural agencies which eventu
ally inested Moby Dich with new terrors unborrowed from
apything that visibly appears  So that m many cases such
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2 pamc dud he finally stnike that few who by those rumors,
at least had heard of the White Whale few of those hunters
were wmithng to encounter the penls of his Jaw

But there were still other and more vital practical mnflu
ences at worh  Not even at the present day has the onginal
prestige of the Sperm Whale as fearfully distingwshed
from all other species of the leviathan died out of the
minds of the whalemen as a body There are those this
day among them who though mtelligent and courageous
enough m offering battle to the Greenland or Right whale
would perhips—either from professional imexpertence or
mcompetency or tmidity decline a contest with the Sperm
Whale atany rate there are plenty of whalemen e pecally
among those whaling nations not saiing under the American
flag who have never hostilely encountered the Sperm W hale,
but whose sole hnowledge of the Jewiathan 1s restricted to
the 1gnoble monster primitively pursued in the North
seated on their hatches these men will hearhen with a chil
1sh fire side interest and ane to the wild strange tales
of Southern whahng Nor 15 the pre-emunent tremendous
ness of the great Sperm Whale anywhere more feelingly
comprehended than on board of those prows which stem
him

And as f the now tested reahty of lus mught had m
former legendary times thrown its shadow before it we
find ome book naturalits—Olassen and Povelson--de
claring the Sperm Whale not only to be a consternation
to every other creature 1n the sea but also to be so
credibly feroctous as continually to be athirst for human
blood Nor even down to so late a time as Cuvier’s were
these or almost simlar impressions effzced  For i his
Natural History the Baron himself affinms that at sight ot
the Sperm Whale all fish (sharks included) are struck
with the most Inely terrors and often 1n the precipitancy }
of their flight da h them elves against the rochs with uch
violence as to cause mstantaneous death  And however
the general experiences 1n the fishery may amend uch re
ports as these yet i their full terrbleness even to the
bloodthursty item of Povelson the superstitious belief mn e

P
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them 15, 1 some vicissitudes of their vocation, revived 1n the
minds of the hunters

So that overawed by the rumors and portents concerning
him not a few of the fishermen recalled, i reference to
Moby Dick, the earhier days of the Sperm Whale fishery
when 1t was oftentimes hard to induce long practised Right
whalemen to embark in the perils of this new and daring
warfare such men protesting that although other leviathans
might be hopetully pursued yet to chase and pomnt lances
at such an apparition as the Sperm Whale was not for
mortal man  That to attempt 1t _would be mewitably to
be torn mto a quick etermty On this head there are
some remarkable documents that may be consulted

Nevertheles some there were who even m the face of
these things were ready to give chase to Moby Dick, and
a still greater number who chancing only to hear of him
distantly and vaguely, without the speafic details of any
certain calamity and without superstitious accompaniments
were sufficiently hardy not to flee from the battle if
offered

One of the wild sugge tions referred to as at last coming
to be Linked with the Wihite Whale in the minds of the
superstitiously inclined was the unearthly conceit that
Moby Dick was ubiqmtous that he hiad actually been en
countered 1n opposste latitudes at one and the same mstant
of time

Nor credulous as such minds must have been was this
concett altogether without some faint show of superstitious
probability  For as the secrets of the currents 1n the seas
have never yet been divulged even to the most erudite
research so the hidden ways of the Sperm Whale when
beneath the surface remamn 1n great part unaccountable
to his pursuers and from time to time have ongmated
the most rurions and contradictory speculations regarding
them especially concerming the mystic modes whereby
after sounding to a great depth he transports hum elf with
such vast swiftness to the most widely distant points

It 18 2 thing well known to both American and English
whale ships, and as well a thing placed upon authontatwve
record years ago by Scoresby, that some whales have been
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captured far morth mn the Pacific, in whose bodies have
been found the barbs of harpoons darted mn the Green
land seas Nor 1s 1t to be gainsaxd that in some of these
mstances 1t has been declared that the terval of time
between the two assaults could not have exceeded yery
mapy days Hence by inference, 1t has been believed by
some whalemen that the Nor West Passage so long a prob
lem to man was never a problem to the whale So that
here in the real living experience of living men the prodigies
related 1n old times of the inland Strello mountatn
Portugal (near whose top there was sard to be a2 lake m
which the wrecks of ships floated up to the surface} and
th.t still more wonderful story of the Arethusa fountatn
near Syracuse {whose waters were believed to have come
from the Holy Land by an underground passage) these
fabulous narrations are almost fully equalled by the realities
of the whaleman

Forced into famiharity then with such prodigies as
these and hnowing that after repeated intrepid 1ssaults
the White White had escaped alive 1t cannot be much
matter of surprise that some whalemen should go still
{urther 1n therr superstittons declaring Moby Dick not
only ubiquitous but immortal (for mmmortality 15 but
ubiquity m t:rme) that hough groves of spears should be
planted m ks flanl s he would still swim anay urharmed
or 1f indeed he should ever be made to <pout thick blood
such a sight would be but a ghastly deceptton for agan
m unepsangumed billows hundreds of leagues away, his
unsulled Jet would once more be seen

But even stripped of these supernatural surmisings
there was enough m the earthly mahke and incontestable
character of the monster to strike the mmaginatton with
unwonted power For 1t was not so much his uncommon
bull. that so much distingmshed him from other perm
whales but as was el ewhere thrown out—a peculiar snow
white wnnkled forehead and a2 high pyramudical white
hump These were s promnent features the tohens
whereby even m the Iimtless uncharted seas he revealed
his identity at a long distance to those who Lnew him

‘The rest of his body was so streaked and spotted, and
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marbled with the same shrouded hue that, i the end
he had gamed Ius distmctive appellation of the White
VWhale a name indeed Dterally justified by his vivid
aspect when seen ghding at high noon through a dark blue
sea leaving a milky way wake of creamy foam, all spangled
with golden gleamings

Nor was it his unvonted magmtude nor his remark
able hue nor yet s deformed lower jaw that so much
msested the whale with natural terror as that unexampled
mtelligent maligmty which according to specific_accounts,
he had over and over agamn evinced In his assaults More
than all his treacherous retreats struch more of dismay
than perhaps aught else For when swimmng before s
exulting pursters with every apparent symptom of alarm,
he hid several times been knawn to turn round suddenly,
and bearimg down upon them either stave therr boats to
splinters or drive them back 1n consternation to therr ship

Alreadv  everal fatalities had attended his chase But
thouh simmlar disastess however Iittle bruited ashore were
by no meaus unusual m the fishery yet in most mnstances
such eemed the White Whales infernal aforethought of
ferocity that every dismembering or death that he caused
was not wholly regarded as having been inflicted by an un
mtelligent agent

Judge then to what pitches of inflamed distracted furv
the minds of s more desperate hunters were impelled
when amud the chips of chewed boats and the sinking himbs
of torn comrades they swam out of the white curds of the
whales direful wrath into the .erene exasperating un
light that smyled on as i at a birth or a bridal

His three boats stove around hum and oars and men
both whirhng 1 the eddies one captamn seizing the hne
knmife from his broken prow bad dashed at the whale,
as an Arhansas duellst at his foe, blndly seeking with
a 1x mch biade to reach the fathom deep life of the whale
That captamn was Ahab  And then 1t was that suddenly
sweeping tis sichle shaped lower Jaw beneath Jum Moby
Dich had reaped anay Ahabs leg as @ mower a blade of
grass n the field No turbaned Turk, no hired Venetian
or Malay, could have smote hum with more seeming malice
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Small reason was there to doubt then, that ever since that
almost fatal encounter Ahab had chenshed a wild vin
dictiveness against the whale all the more fell for that m
his frantic morbidness he at last came to identry with
him not only all his bodilv woes but all his intellectual
and spustual exasperations The White Whale swam be
fore him as the monomaniac incarnation of all those ma
licious agencies which some deep men feel eating in them
ull they are leit living on with half a heart and half a
Jung That ntangible maligmty which has been from the
beginning  to whose domunion even the modern Christians
ascribe one half of the worlds which the ancient Ophites
of the east reverenced 1n their statue devil —Ahab did not
fall down and worshup 1t Ithe them but deliniously trans
ferring 1ts idea to the abhorred white whale he pitted
himself all mutilated against it All that most maddens
and torments all that stirs up the lees of things all truth
with malice mn 1t all that cracks the sinews and cakes
the bram alt the subtle demontsms of lfe and thought
all evil to crazy Abab were visibly persomfied and made
practically assailable m Moby Dich  He piled upon the
whales white hump the sum of all the general rage and
hate felt by his whole race from Adam down and then
4s 1f hts chest had been a mortar he burst his hot heart
shell upon 1t

It 1s not probable that this monomanra m hrm took it
nstant rise at the precise time of s bodily dismemberment
Then in darting at the monster hnife 1o hand he had but
given loose to a sudden passionate corporal ammosity
and when he recerved the strohe that tore hum he probably
but felt the agomzing bodilv laceration but nothng more
Yet when by this colbsion forced to turn towards home
and for long months of days and weeks Ahab and anguish
Iay stretched together mn one hammoch rounding mm md
winter that dreary howling Patagomian Cape then it was,
that hus torn body and gashed oul bled into one another
and so interfusing made lum mad  That 1t was only then
on the homeward voyage after the encounter that the final
monomania seized him seems all but certan from the fact
that at intervals during the passage he was a raving
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lunatic and though unlimbed of a leg yet such wital
strength yet lurked wn his Egyptian chest and was more
over intensified by his dehrum  that his mates were forced
to lace him fast” even there as he saled ravmng mm his
hammock In a strait jacket he swung to the mad rock
ngs of the pales And when runming mto more sufferable
latitudes the ship with mild stun sails spread floated across
the tranqul tropics and to all appearances the old mans
delirium  seemed left belind him with the Cape Hom
swells and he came forth from s dark den mto the blessed
hght ana arr even then when he bore that firm collected
front however pale and 1ssued tus calm orders once again
and hi mates thanked God the direful madness was now
gone even then Ahab 1n lus hidden self raved on  Human
madness 15 oftentimes a cunnmg and most feline thing
When vou think 1t fled 1t may have but become trans
figured mnto ome still ubtler form Ahabs full lunacy

bstded not but deepy 1y d ke the unabated
Hud on when that noble Northman flows narrowly but
unfathomably throu,h the Highland gorge But, as in his
narrow flowing monomanii not one jot of Ahabs broad
madness had been left behind so in that broad madness,
not one jot of his great natural intellect had perished
That before hving agent now became the lving imstru
ment  If such a furious trope may stand s special tunacy
stormed his general samty and carned 1t and turned all
its concentred cannon upon its own mad mark so that
far from having lost his strength Ahab to that one end
did now possess a thousand fold more potency than ever
he had sanely brough. to bear upen any one reasonable
object

This 1s much yet Ahabs larger darler deeper part re
mains unhinted  But vawn to populanze profundities and
all truth 1s profound Wimding far down from within the
very heart of this spiked Hotel de Cluny where we here
stand—however grand ind wonderful now quit it —and
tahe your way e nobler sidder souls to thoe vast
Roman hills of Thermes where far beneath the fantastic
towers of man’s upper earth hus root of grandeur i whole
awful essence sits m bearded state, an antique bured be
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neath antiquities and throned on torsops! So with a
broken throne the great gods mock that captive king so
Iike a Caryatild he patient sits upholding on his frozen
brow the piled entablatures of ages Wind ye down there
ye prouder sadder souls! question that proud sad king!
A family hkencss! aye he did beget ye ye young enled
royalties and from your grim sire only will the old State
secret come

Now, 1n his heart, Ahab had some ghmpse of this,
namely all my means are ane my motive and my object
mad  Yet without power to kil or change or shun the
fact  he Mhewsse knew that to mankind be did long dis
semble n _ome sort did still But that thing of s dis-
sembling was only subject to lus perceptibility not to his
will determinate  Neverthele s so well did he succeed 1n
that dissembling that when with 1vory leg he stepped ashore
at lat no Nantucketer thought lim othermise than but
naturally grieved and that to the quick with the ternble
ca ualty which had overtaken him

The report of his undeniable delirium at sea was likeWwise
popularly ascribed to a kindred cause And o too, all
the added moodiness which always afterwards to the very
day of sailing in the Iequod on the present voyage sat
broeding on his brow  Nor 15 it so very unlikely that far
from distrusting s fitness for another whbaling voyage
on account of such dark symptoms the calculating people
of that prudent isle were inchined to harbor the conceit
that for tho e very reasons he was all the better qualified
and set on edge for a pursuit o full of rage and wildness
as the bloody hunt of whales  Gnawed within and scorched
without with the infixed unrelenting fangs of some m
curable 1dea such an one could he be found would seem
the very man to dart s won and hft his lance agamst
the most appalling of all brutes Or if for any reason
thought to be corporeally incapactated for that yet such
an one would eem superlatively competent to cheer and
howl on his underlings to the attack  But be all this as
1t may certan 1t 1s that with the mad secret of us un
abated rage bolted up and keyed i him Ahab had pur
posely sailed upon the present voyage with the one ¢-ly
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and all engrossing object of huntmg the White Whale Had
any one of Iny old acquamntances on shore but half dreamed
of what was lurhing m him thes how soan would thew
aghast and nghteous souls have wrenched the ship from
such a fiendish man! They were bent on profitable cruises
the profit to be counted down w dollars from the mat
He was intent on an audactots moutigable and super
natural revenge

Here, then was this grey headed ungodly old man,
chasing with curses & fobs whale round the world at the
head of a crew, too chiefly made up of mongrel renegades
and castaways and canmbals—morally enfeebled also by
the weompetence of mere unasded virtue or right mnded
ness i Starbuch the invulnerable Jollity of mdiff ¢ and
rechlessness n Stubb and the pervading wedwenty
Ilast  Such a crew so officered seemed specially piched
and pached by ome inlernal fatality to belp him to fus
monomansac revenge How 1t wis that they so abound
ingly responded to the old mans we—by what evil mage
thew souls were possessed that at times hus hate seemed
almost thews the White Whale as much therr insuffer
able foe as s how all this came to be—what the White
Whale was to them or how fo thew unconscious under
standings alse 1 ome dim  unsuspected way he might
have seemed the gliding great demon of the seas of life—
all this to explan would be ta dive deeper than Ishmael
can go The subterrancan nuner that works m us all
how can one tell whither Jeads his shaft by the ever shifting
muffled sound of lus pick? Yho does not feel the wre
sistible arm drag?  What shff in tow of 2 seventy four ean
stand still?  For one [ gave myself up to the abandonment
of the time and the place but while yet alf 5 rush to en
zounter the whate could cee naught m that brute but the
deadhest 2l

CHAPTER \LII
THE WHITENESS OF THE WIALE

WizaT the white whale was to Ahab, has been kinted
what at times he Was €0 me as yet remamns unsasd
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Aside from those more obvious considerations touching
Moby Dich, which could not but occasionally awaken in
any mans soul some alarm there was another thought
or rather vague nameless horror concerming him which at
times by 1ts intensity completely overpowered ali the rest
and yet so mystical and well mgh meffable was it that I
almost despair of putting 1t 1n a comprehensible form It
was the whiteness of the whale that above all things ap
palled me But how can I hope to explamn mysell here
and yet n some din random way explain myself I must
else all these chapters might be naught

Though 1 many natural objects whiteness refiningly en
hances beauty as if wnparting some spectal virtue of 1ts
own as in marbles japomcas and pearls and though
vanous nations have m some way recogmsed 2 certan
royal pre eminence 1 this hue even the barbaric grand
old kings of Pegu placing the title Lord of the White
Elephants above all thewr other magnmiloquent ascriptions
of domimion and the modern kings of Siam unfurhng the
same now white quadruped n the ro/al standard and the
Hanovenian flag bearing the one figure of a snow white
charger and the great Austrian Empire Casarian berr to
overlording Rome having for the imperial color the same
unpe 1al hue and tho igh tlis pre emmence 1 1t apphes
to the human race itself giving the white man 1deal mas
tershup over every dusky tribe and though besides all this
whiteness has been even made significant of gladness for
among the Romans a white tome marked a joyful day
and though m other mortal sympathies and svmbohzings
this same hue 1s made the emblem of many touching noble
things—the mnocence of brides the bemgmty of age
though among the Red Men of Amenca the giving of the
white belt of wampum was the deepest pledge of honor
though 1in many chmes whiteness typifies the majesty of
Justice 1 the ermune of the Judge and contnbutes to the
daily state of hings and queens drawn by milh white steeds
though even 1n the higher mystenes of the most augus
religions 1t has been made the symbol of the divine spot
lessness and power by the Persian fire worshippers the -
white forked flame bemng held the holiest on the altar,
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and 1 the Greeh mythologies Greazt Jove himself bemng
made mcarnate m a snow white bull and though to the
noble Iroquois, the mdwinter sacrifice of the sacred Wiite
Dog was by far the holiest festival of their theology, that
spotless faithful creature being held the purest envoy they
could send to the Great Spirit with the annual tiding of
therr own fidelity and though di ectly from the Latin word
for white all Christian priests derne the name of one part
of therr sacred vesture the alb or tunic, worn beneath the
cassock and though among the holy pomps of the Romish
faith white 15 specially employed 1n the celebration of
the Passion of our Lord though n the Vision of St John,
white robes are given to the redeemed and the four and
twenty elders stand clothed 1n white before the great white
throne and the Holy One that sitteth there white lihe
wool yet for all these accumulated associations with what
ever 15 sweet and honorable and sublime there yet lurks
an elusive somethin; 1n the mmnermost 1dea of thrs hue
which strikes more of panic to the soul than that redness
which affrights m blood

This elusive quality 1t 15 which causes the thonght of
whiteness when divorced from more hindly as ouations,
and coupled with any abject ternble n itself to heighten
that terror to the furthest bouna> Witness the white bear
of the poles and the white shark of the tropics what but
their smoath, flaly ¥ hitene s makes them the transcendent
horrors they are® That ghastly whiteness 1t 1s which 1m
parts such an abhorrent mildness even more loath
some than ternfic to the dumb gloating of their aspect
So that not the fierce fanged tiger in his heraldic coat can
o stagger courage as the white shrouded bear or shark
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Bethink thee of the albatro s whence come those clouds
of sp ntual wonderment and pale dread n which that white
phantom sails m all imag nations? Not Colendge first
threw that spell but Gods great unflattering laureate
Nature

Most famous 1n our W estern annals and Indian trad tiuns
1s that of the Whte Steed of the Prares a magn fcent
mIlk wh te charger larpe-eyed small headed bluff-chested
and w th the d gty of a thousand monarchs 1 his lofty
overscorn ng carr age  He was the elected \erxes of vass
herds of wild horses whose pastures in tho e days wer¢
only fenced by the Rochy Mounta ns and the Alleghan es
At ther flan ng head he westward trooped 1t 1Lke that
cho en star which every even n7 leads on the hosts of I ght
The flashing ca.cade of his mane the curv ng comet f hus
tal mvested h m w th hous ngs more resplendent than gold
and silver beaters could bave furnshed him A most 1m
perial and archangel cal appar tion of that unfailen western
world which to the eyes of the old trappers and hunter
nd
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1evived the glories of those pnimeval times when Adam
walked majestic as a god bluff browed and fearless as this
mighty steced Whether marching ammd his aides and
marshals 1n the van of countless cohorts that endlessly
streamed 1t over the plamns Lke 1n Ohio or whether with
his ¢ t subjects b g all around at the
horizon, the White Steed gillopingly reviewed them with
warm nostrils reddenmng through his cool mlkiness, m
whatever aspect he presented himself always to the bravest
Tndians he was the object of trembling reverence and awe
Nor can it be questioned from what stands on legendary
tecord of this noble horse that 1t was his spinitual white-
ness chiefly which o clothed lim with divineness and
that this divineness had that in it which though command
ing worship at the same time enforced a certan nameless
terror

But there are other instances where this whiteness loses
all that accessory and strange glory which 1nvests 1t n the
White Steed and Albatross

What 15 1t that i the Albimo man so pecubarly tepels
and often shocks the eye as that sometimes he 1s loathed
by own own hith and kin! It 15 that whiteness which mvests
fim a thing expressed by the name he bears The Albimno
15 as well made as other men—has no substantive deformuty
—~and yet this mere aspect of all pervading whiteness makes
him more strangely hideous than the ugliest abortion  Why
should this be so?

Nor 1 quite other aspects does Nature mn her least
palpable but not the less malious agencies fadl to enlist
among her forces this crowning attribute of the ternble
From 1ts snowy aspect the gauntleted ghost of the Southern
Seas has been denomnated the White Squall Nor n
some historic instances has the art of human malice omutted
so potent an auxibary How wildly 1t heightens the effect
of that passage m Froi sart when masked 1n the smowy
symbol of their faction the desperate White Hoods of Ghent
murder their bailiff 1n the market place!

Nor m some thing does the common, hereditary ex
penience of all mankind fail to bear witness to the super
naturalism of this hue It cannot well be doubted, that
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the one wisible quality n the aspect of the dead which
most appals the gazer 1s the marble pallor kngenng there
as 1f mdeed that pallor were as much Iike the badge of
consternation i the other world as of mortal trepidation
here And from that pallor of the dead we borrow the
expresaive hue of the shroud i which we wrap them  Nor
even In our superstitions do we fail to throw the s.me snowy
mantle round our phantoms 4l ghosts rising 10 a2 mulk
white fog—Yea while the e terrors seize as let us add,
that even the king of terrors when persomfied by the
evangehst ndes on his paliid horse

Therefore in his other moods symbolize whatever grand
or gracious thing he will by whiteness no man can deny
that 1n 1its profoundest idealized sigmficance 1t calls up a
peculiar appanition to the soul

But though without dissent this pomnt be fitved how 15
mortal man to account for 1t? To analyze 1t would eem
mmposstble  Can we then by the citation of some of those
mstances wheremn this thing of whiteness—though for the
time either wholly or 1n great part stripped of all direct
assocrations calculated to import to it aught fearful but
nevertheless 1s found to exert over us the <ame sorcery
however modified —can we thus hope to light upon <ome
chance clue to conduct us to the hidden cause we seek?

Let us try But in a matter hike this subtlety appeals
to subtlety and without imagination no man can follow
another mto the e halls  And though doubtless some at
least of the imagmative 1mpre sions about to be presented
may have been shared by most men yet few perhaps were
entirely con cious of them at the time and therefore may
not be able to recall them now

Why to the man of untutored ideahty who happeus
to be but loosely acquainted with the peculiar character
of the day does the bare mention of Whitsuntide marshal
m the fancy such long dreary speechless processions of
slow pacing pilgrims down cast and hooded with new fallen
snow? Or to the unread unsophisticated Protestant of
the Middle American States why does the passing men
tion of 2 White Friar or a White Nun evoke such an eyeles
statue in the soul?

¥
A
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Or what 15 there apart from the traditions of dungeoned
warriors and kings (which will not wholly account for 1t)
that makes the White Tower of London tell so much more
strongly on the imagination of an untravelled Amerncan
than those other storied structures, its neighbors—the By
ward Tower or even the Bloody? And those sublimer
towers the White Mountains of New Hampshire whence,
m peculiar moods comes that gigantic ghostliness over the
-oul at the bare mention of that name while the thought
of Virgima’s Blue Ridge 15 full of a soft dewy, distant
dreaminess? Or why 1rrespective of all latitudes and longt
tudes does the name of the White Sea exert such a spectral
ness aver the fancy while that of the Yellow Sea lulls
us with mortal thoughts of long lacquered mild afternoons
on the waves followed by the gaudie t and yet sleepiest
of sunsets? Or to choose 2 wholly unsubstantial mstance,
purely addressed to the fancy why, 1n reading the old fary
tales of Central Euiope does the tall pale man of the
Hartz forests whose changeless pallor unrustlingly ghdes
through the green of the groves—why 15 this ph.ntom mere
terrible than all the whooping 1mps of the Blocl burg?

Nor 1s 1t altogether the remembrance of her cathedral
toppling earthquahes nor le stampedoes of her frantic
se1s mor the tearlessne s of and Lies hat never ram,
nor the 1 ht of her vide field of | amng pires wrenched
wone tones and c os es all adroop (hhe canted yards of
anchored fleet } and her suburban avenues of house walls
lying over upon each other as a tossed pa k of cards —it
1s not the e things alone which make tearless Lima the
strangest saddest city thou canst see  For Lima has tahen
the white verl and there 15 a higher horror m this white
ness of her noe  Od as Przarro this whateness heeps her
rumns for ever new admits not the cheerful greenness of
complete decay  preads over ber broken ramparts the
ngd pallor of an apoplexy that fixes 1ts own di tortions

T know that to the common apprehension this phe
nomenon of whiteness 1s not confessed to be the prime agent
n exaogerating the terror of objects otherwise ternble nor
to the umimagnative mind 15 there aucht of terror in tho e
appearances whose awfulness to another mund almost solely
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consists 10 this one phenomenon especially when exhibited
under any form at all approachmg to muteness or um
versality  What I mean by these two statements may per
haps be respectively elucidated by the fol 2 pl

First The mariner when drawing mgh the coasts of
forergn lands 1f by might he hear the roar of breakers
starts to vigilance and fecls just enough of trepidation to
sharpen all lus faculties but under precisely similar cir
cumstances let him be called from lus hammock to view
his ship sahing through a mudnight sea of nully whiteness—
as if from encircling headlands shoals of combed white
bears were swimming round him then he feels a silent
superstitious dread the shrouded phantom of the whitened
waters 1s hornble to him as a real ghost 1n vamn the lead
assures him he 15 still off soundings heart and helm they
both go down e rever rests till blue water 15 under him
again  Yet where 1s the mariner who will tell thee S 3t
was not 50 much the fear of striling lidden recks as the fear
of that hideous whitene s that o stired me?

Second To the native Indian of Peru the continual sight
of the snow howdahed Andes conveys naught of dread ex
cept perhaps 1n the mere fancying of the eternal frosted
desolateness reigning at such va t altitudes and the natural
concext of what a fearfulness 1t would be to lose oneself
m such imhuman solitude Much the same 1s 1t with the
backwood man of the West who with comparative mdif
{erence views an unbounded prairie sheeted with driven
snow no shadow of tree or twig to breik the fized trance
of whiteness  Not so the sailor beholding the scenery of
the Antarctic eas where at times by ome mfernal trick
of legerdemain 1n the powers of frost and arr he shivering
and half shipwreched mstead of rambows spezhing hope and
solace to his misery views what eems a boundless church
yard grinming upon him wath 1ts lean ice monuments and
splintered crosses

But thou sayest methinks this white lead chapter about
whiteness 1s but a white flag hung out from a craven
soul thou surrenderest to a hypo Ishmael

Tell me why this strong young colt foaled m some oo
peaceful valley of Vermont, far removed from all beasts

&
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prey—why 1s 1t that upon the sunmest day, 1f you but
shake a fresh buffalo robe behind him, so that he cannot
even see it but only smells its wild animal muskiness—
why will he start snort and with bursting eyes paw the
ground mn phrensies of affright? There 15 no remembrance
m him of any gorings of wild creatures in his green northern
home so that the strange mushiness he mells cannot recall
to him amnything associated with the experience of former
perils for what knows he this New England colt of the
black bsons of distant Oregon?

No but here thou heholdest even 1 a dumb brute the
mstinct of the knowledge of the demomsm m the world
Though thousands of miles from Oregon still when he smells
that savage mush the rending goring bison herds are as
present as to the deserted wild foal of the prairies which
this instant they may be trampling nto dust

Thus then the muffled rollings of a mulky sea the bleak
rusthngs of the festooned frosts of mountain the desolate
shiftings of the windrowed snows of prairies all these to
Ishmael are as the shaling of that buffalo robe to the
frightened colt!

Though neither knows where lie the nameless things of
which the mystic sign gives forth such hints yet with
me as with the colt somewhere those things must ewst
Though 1n many of its aspects this visible world seems
formed 1n love the invisible spheres were formed 1n fright

But not yet have we <olved the incantation of this
whitenes  and learned why 1t appeals with such power
to the soul and more trange and far more portentous—
why as we have seen 1t 15 at once the most meaning symbol
of spintual things nay the very veil of the Chnstians
Deity and yet should be as it 15 the ntensifying agent
i things the most appalling to mankind

Ts 1t that by 1ts indefintteness st shadows forth the heart
less voids and immensities of the unnver e and thus stabs
us from behird wath the thought of annihilation when be
ho Jing the white depths of the milky way? Or st that
as in es ence whitene 513 not o much a color as the visible
ab ence of color and at the .ame time the concrete of all

colors 15 it for these rea ons that there 13 such 2 dumb
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blankness full of meamng n a wide landscape of snows
—a colorless all-color of atheism from which we shrink?
And when we consider that other theory of the natural
philocophers that all other earthly hues—every stately or
lovely emblazoning—the sweet tinges of sunset <hies and
woods yea and the gilded velvets of butterflies and the
butterfly cheehs of young girls all these are but subtile
deceits not actually inherent in substances but only laid
on from without so that all deified Nature ab olutely
pamnts Like the harlot whose allurements cover nothing but
the charnel house within  and when we proceed further
and consider that the mystical cosmetic which produces
every one of her hues the great principle of light for ever
remains white or colorless in 1tself and if operating without
medium upon matter would touch all objects even tulps
and hoses with us own blank tinge—pondermg all this
the palsied umverse lies before us 2 Jeper and ltke wilful
travellers in Lapland who refuse to wear colored and color
mg glasses upon their eyes so the wretched infidel gaze
himself blind at the monumental white shroud that wraps
all the prospect around him  And of all these things the
.glbmo whale was the symbol Vonder ye then at the fiery
unt?

CHAPTER \LIII
HARK!

Histt Did you hear that noise Cabaco?

It was the middle watch a fair moonlhight the seamen
were standing m a cordon extending from one of the fresh
water butts 1n the waist to the scuttle butt near the taffrail
In this manner they passed the buckets to fill the scuttle
butt Standing for the mo t part on the hallowed precincts
of the quarter deck they were caretul not to speah or
rustle therr feet From hand to hand the buckets went
m the deepest silence only broken by the nccasional flap
;1(( a sail and the steady hum of the unceas ngly advancing

eel
It was m the mudst of this repose thar Archy one of
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the cordon who ¢ post was near the after batches, whispered
to his neghbor a Cholo the words abose

Hast' did you hear thet no-e Cabaco?

Take the bucket will ye, Archy? what nowse dye
mean?

There it 15 agamn—under the hatches—dont you hear
It—a cough—it ounded like a cough

Cough be damned’ Iass along that return bucket ’

There agamn—there 1t 15'-—it sounds bhe two or three
sleepers turning over now!

Caramba’ hyve done shipmate will ye? Its the
three soashed biscutts 3e eat for supper turmng aver nside
of ye—nothing else  Look to the buchet!

Sav what ye will shipmate Ive sharp ears

Ase you are the chap amt ye that heard the hum
of the old Quakeresss hnittung needles fifty mules at sea
from Nantuchet youre the chap

Grn away well see what turns up  Hark ye Cabaco,
there 15 samebody dowa i the after hold that has not yet
been seen on dech and I su pect our old Mogul knows
something of tt too I heard Stubb tell Flask one mormng
watch that there was somethung of that Jort in the wind*

Tash! the buchet’

CHAPTER \LIv
THE CHART

Hap you follawed Captan Ahab down inte ks cabn
after the squall that took place on the night succeeding
that wild ranfication of his putpe e with his erew jou
would hase seen lum fo to a locker m the transom and
bringing out a large wnnkled roll of yellowish <ea charts
spread them before him on his crewed-down table ‘Then
seatng hsm elf before 1t you won d have seen im antently

tudy the sa wus hues and shadimms which there met his
eye and with slos- but steady penail trace addivsonal courses
over paces that before were blank At tervals he would
refer to piles of old log books bende him sherein were
set down the seasons and places in which on vanious former
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voyages of vanous ships perm whales had been captured
Or seen

While thus emploved the heavy pewter lamp suspended
1 chans over his head continually rocked with the motion
of the ship and for ever threw shifting gleams and shadows
of lines upon his wrinkled brow till st almost seemed that
while he himself was marking out hnes and courses on the
wrinkled charts  ome mvistble pencil was also tracing hines
and courses upon the deeply marked chart of his forehead

But ¢ was not this might 1n particular that in the soli
tude of his cabin Ahab thus pondered over his charts Al
most every might they were brought out almast every
night some penctl marks were effaced and others were sub
stituted  For wath the charts of all four oceans before him
Ahab was threading a maze of currents and eddtes with
a view to the more certain accomphshment of that mono
mamac thought of lis oul

Now to any one not fully acquainted with the ways of
the Jeviathans st might seem an absurdly hopeless tash
thus to seek out one solitary creature in the unhooped
oceans of this planet But not so did 1t seem to Ahab
who knew the sets of all tides and currents and thereby
calculating the drtftings of the sperm whales food and
also calling to mund the regular ascertained seasons for
hunting him 10 particular latitudes could armmve at rea
sonable urmi es 1lmost approaching to certanties con
cerning the timeliest day to be upon this or that ground
1 search of huis prey

So assured indeed 1s the fact concerming the penodical
ness of the sperm whales re orting to given waters that
Many hunters believe that could he be closely observed and
studied throughout the world were the logs for one voyage
of the entire whale fleet c.refully collated then the migra
tions of the sperm whule nould be found to correspond
mmyarzbility to those of the herring shoals or the flights
of swallows On this hint attempts have been made td
construct elaborate mugrators charts of the sperm whale
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Besides when making a passage from one feeding ground
to another the sperm whales guded bv some nfallible
wstinct—say rather secret ntelligence from the Deity—
mostly swim 1n vemns as they are called continuing their
way along a given ocean line with such undewviating ex
actrtude, that no ship ever sailed her course by any chart
with one tithe of such marvellous precision  Though m
these cases the direction taken by any one whale be straight
as a surveyor s parallel and though the lime of advance
be strictly confined to its own unavoidable straight wake
yet the arbitrary vers 1 which at these times he 15 said
to swim generally embraces .ome few miles m width (more
or less as the vemn 1s presumed to expand or contract)
but never exceeds the visual sweep from the whale ships
mast heads when circumspectly ghding along this magic
zone The sum 1s that at particular seasons within that
breadth and along that path mugratiug whales may with
great confidence be looked for

And hence not only 1t substantiated times upon well
known separate feeding grounds could Ahab hope to en
counter s prey but i crossing the widest expanses of
water between those grounds he could by his art so
place and tume himself on his way as even then not to be
wholly without prospect of a meeting

‘There was a circum tance which at first sight seemed
to entangle his dehrous but still methodical scheme But
aot 5o 1n the reality perhaps Though the gregarious sperm
whales have their regular seasons for particular grounds
yet 1n general you cannot conclude that the herds which
haunted such and such a lattude or longitude this year,
say will turn out to be identically the same with tho e
that were found there the preceding season though there
are pecultir and unquestionable instances where the con
trary of thuis his proved true In general the same re
mark only within a le.s wide hout applies to the solt
taries and hermits among the matured aged sperm whales
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o that though Moby Dick had 1n a former year been seen
for example on what 1s ealled the Seychelle ground im the
Indian ocean or Volcano Bay on the Japanese Coast yet
1t did not follow that were the Pequod to visit either of
those spats at tny sub equent corre ponding season she
would infalhbly encounter him there So too, with some
other feeding grounds where he had at times revealed him
seli  But all these seemed only his casual stopping places
and ocean inns so to speal not lis places of prolonged
abode And where Ahabs chances of accomplishing his
object have hitherto been spoben of allusion has only heen
made to whatever way side antecedent extra prospects
were his ere a particular set time or place were attained
when all possibilities would become probabilities and as
Ahab fondly thought every possibility the next thing to a
certamty  That particular set time and place were con
Jomed 1n the one technical phrase—the Season on the Line
For there and then for several consecutve years Moby
Dick had been penodically descried lmgermg in those
waters for awhile as the un 1n its annual round loiter
for a predicted interval 1 any one san of the Zodiac
There 1t was, too that most of the deadly encounters with
the white whale had taken place there the waves were
storied with his deeds there also was that tragic pot
where the monomamac old man had found the awful mo
tie to hus vengeance But m the cautious comprehensive
ness and unloitering vigilance with which Ahab threw his
brooding soul inte this unfaltering hunt he would not
permit himself to rest all his hopes upon the one crowming
fact above mentioned however flatterng 1t might be to
those hopes nor in the <leeplessness of us vow could he
so tranquillize his unquiet heart as to postpone all mter
venmng quest

ow the lequod had sailed from Nantucket at the very
hegmming of the Season-on the Line  No possible endeavor
tnen could enable her commander to make the great pas
sage southwards double (ape Horn and then rumming
down sicty degrees of latitude arrme in the equatorial
Pacific 1n time to cruise there  Therefore he must wait
for the next ensuing season Yet the premature hour of
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the Pequod’s sailing had, perhaps been correctly selected
by Ahab with 2 view to this very complexion of things
Because an interval of three hundred and sixty five days
and mghts was before lim an interval which nstead of
mmpatiently enduring ashore he would spend n a mis
cellanesus hunt 1f by chance the White Whate spendng
lus vacation 1n seas far remote from his periodical feeding
grounds should turn up his wrinkled brow off the Persian
Gulf or in the Beneal Bay or China Seas ot in any other
waters haunted by his race So that Monsoons Pampas,
Nor Westers Harmattans Trades any wind but the Levan
ter and Simoom mught blow Moby Dich wmto the devious
z1g zag world-circle of the Pequod s circumnavigating wake

But granting all this vet regarded discreetiy and coolly,
seems 1t not but a mad idea this that m the broad
boundless ocean one solitary whale even 1f encountered
hould be thought capable of individual recogmtion from
tus hunter even as a white bearded Muft: m the thronged
thoroughfares of Cons antinople? Yes For the peculiar
snow white brow of Moby Dick. and his snow white hump
could not but be unmistakable And have I not tallied
the whale Ahab would mutter to lmseli as after poring
over his charts till long after mudnight he would throw
mm ef back m revenes—tallied lum .nd shall he escape?
His broad fins are bored and scalloped out like a lost sheep s
are! And here s mad mind would run on m a breath
fess race till a weanness and famtness of pondering came
over him! and in the open air of the dech he would eek
to recover s strength Al God! what trances of tor
rients does that man endure whn 1s consumed with one un
achieved revengeful desire  He sleeps with clenched hands
and wales with his own bloody nails 1n s palms

Often when forced from ht hammocl by exhausting und
m olerably vivid dreams of the might which resumung his
own mten e thoughts through the day carried them on
amid a clashing of phrensies and whirled them round and
round and round 1n hus blaziog brun il the very thrabbing
of his hfe pot became msufferable angmsh and when as
was sometimes the case these piritual throes in him heaved
fus being up from its base, and a chasm seemed opeming
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m him from which forked flames and lightnings shot up
and accursed fiends bechoned him to leap down among
them, when this hell m himself yawned beneath him a
wild cry would be heard through the ship and with glar
mng eyes Ahab would burst from lus state room as though
escaping from a bed that was on fire  Yet these perhaps
wstead of berng the unsuppressable symptoms of some latent

weakness or fright at his own resolve were but the plan
est lol\ens of its wmtensity For at such times crazy Ahab
the hunter of the white
whale this Ahab that had gone to luis hammock was not
the agent that o caused hun to burst frem it in horror
again  The latter was the eternal Itving principle or soul
i I and 1 sleep bemg for the time dissociated from
the characterizing mund which at other times employed
1t for its outer vehicle or agent 1t spontaneously sought
estape from the scorching contiguity of the frantic thing
of which for the time 1t was no longer an integral But
as the mind does nat ewvist unless leagued with the soul,
therefore 1t must have been that m Ahabs case yilding
up all ns thoughts and fancies to his one supreme purpose
that purpose by 1ts own sheer imveteracy of will foreed
atself against gods and devils wnto a kind of self assumed
independent being of its own Nay could gnmly Iive and
burr while the common vitahity to which 1t was conjoined
fled horror strichen from the unbidden and unfathered birth
Therefore the tormented pint that glared out of bodily
eyes when what seemed Abab rushed from his room was
for the time but a vacated thing a formless somnambuhistic
being a ray of Inmng hght to be sure but without an ob
ject to color and therefore a blankness 1n itseli God help
thee old man thy thoughts have created a creature In
thee and he whose imntense thinking thus makes him a
Prometheus a vulture feeds upon that heart for ever, that
vulture the very creature he creates
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CHAPTER \LV
THE AFFIDAVIT

50 far as what there may be of a narrative m this book
und indeed as mdirectly touching one or two very mter
esting and curious particulars in the habits of sperm whales
the foregoing chapter i its earlier part 15 as important a
one as will be found in this volume hut the leading matter
of 1t requires to Le still further and more famibarly en
larged upon 1n order to be adequately understood and more
over to take anpay any mcredility which a profound ignor
ance of the entire subject may mdure m .ome minds, as
to the natural venty of the mam pomts of this affair

1 care not to perform thts part of my task methodically,
but shall be content to produce the desired mpression by
separate citations of items practically or reliablv hnown
to me as a whaleman and from these cttations I take it—
the conclusion ammed at will naturally follow of 1itself

Yarst I have personally known three imstances where a
whale after recerving a harpoon has effected a complete
escape and after an interval (in one instance of three
years) has been agam struck by the same hand and slan
when the two irons both marhed by the same private cypher
have been taken from the body” In the instance where
three years intervened between the finging of the two har
poons and I think it may have been something more than
that the man who darted them happening, 1n the interval,
to go mn a trading ship on a voyage to Afrnica went ashore
there jomed a discovery party and penetrated far into
the mterior where he travelled for a period of rearly two
years often endangered by serpents savages tigers, potson
ous muasmas with all the other common perils incident to
wandenng mn the heart of unknown regions Meanwhile
the whale he had struck must also have been on 1ts travels
no doubt 1t had thrice circumnavigated the globe bru b
g with its flanks all the coasts of Afnica but to no pur

e This man and this whale agam came together and
the one vanquished the other Y say T myself have known
three wnstances similar to this, that 15 1 two of them I
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saw the whales struck and upon the second attack, saw
the two irons with the respective marks cut i them after
wards taken from the dead fish In the three year instance
it so fell out that I was m the boat both times, first and
last and the last time distinctly recognized a peculiar sort
of huge mole under the wnhales eye which I had observed
there three years previous I say three years but I am
pretty sure it was more than that  Here are three instances
then which I personally hnow the truth of but I have
heard of many other instances from persons whose veracity
m the matter there 1s no good ground to impeach

Secondly It 1s well known 1n the Sperm Whale Fishery
however ignorant the world ashore may be of 1t that
there have been several memorable historical mstances where
a particular whale 1 the ocean has been at distant times
and places popularly cogrusable Why such a whale be
came thus marked was not altogether and ongmally owing
to lis bodily pecubanties as di tingmshed from other
whales for however peculiar mn that respect any chance
whale may be they soon put an end to his peculianties by
killing lum and boiling him down nto a peculiarly valuable
ol No the reason was this that from the fatal ex
periences of the fishery there hung a terrible prestige of
perilousness about such a whale as there did about Rinaldo
Rinaldimi insomuch that most fishermen were content
to recognize him by merely touching therr tarpaulin
when he would be discovered lounging by them on the
sea without seehing to cultivate a more intimate acquamt
ance Like ome poor devils ashore that happen to hnow an
irascible great man they make distant unobtrusive saluta
tions to im n the street lest 1f they pursued the ac
quaintance further they mught recetve 4 summary thump
for therr presumption

But not only did each of these famous whales enjov
great mdnidual celebrity —nay vou may call it an ocean
wide renown mnot only was he famous n life and now 1s
mmmortal 1n forecastle stories after death but he was ad
mutted mto all the nghts, privileges and distinctions of a
name had as much a name indeed as Cambyses or Cz<ar
Was 1t not so O Timor Tem! thou famed leviathan scarred
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she settled down and fell over Not a surviving plank of
her has been seen since  After the severest expesure part
of the crew reached the land in thexr boats Bemng re
turned home at last Captain Pollard once more saled for
the Pacific 1n command of another ship but the gods up
wreched him again upon unknown rochs and breakers for
the second time s ship was utterly lost and forthwith
forswearing the sea he has never attempted it since At
this day Captain Pollard 1s a resident of Nantuchet I have
seen Owen Chace who was chief mate of the Essex at the
ume of the tragedy I have read his plam and faithful
narrative I have conversed with his son and all this within
a few miles of the scene of the catastrophe

Secondly The <hup Umon also of Nantuchet was m
the year 1807 totally Jost off the Azores by a simular onset
but the authentic particulars of this catastrophe I have
never chanced to encounter though from the whale hunters
I have now and then heard casua! allusians to it

Thirdly  Some eighieen or twenty vears ago Commodore
J—— then rommanding an Amencan sloop of nar of the
tirst class happened to be dining with a party of whaling
captins on board a Nantucket ship 1n the harbor of Qahu
Sandwich Islands Conversation turming upon whales the
Commodore was pleased to be sceptical touching the amaz
g strength ascrnibed to them by the professional gentle
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men present He peremptorily demed for example that
any whale could so smite his stout sloop-of war as to cause
her to leak so much as a thimbletul Very good but there
15 more corung  Some weehks later the commodore <et satt
m this mmpregnable craft for Valparaiso But he was
stopped on the way by a portly <perm whale that begged
a few moments confidential busine s with hum  That
business consisted 1n fetching the Commodore s craft such
2 thwack that with all lus pumps gong he made straight
for the nearest port to heave down and repair I am not
superstitious  but I consider the Commodores interview
with that whale as providentral Was not Saul of Tarsus
converted from unbelief by a similar fright? I tell you the
sperm whale will stand no nonsense

I will now refer you to Langsdorfi s Voyages for a little
crcumstance mn point peculiarly nteresting to the writer
hereof Langsdorff you must know by the way was at
tached to the Russian Admiral Krusensterns famous Dis
covery Expedition mn the beginning of the present century
Captain Langsdorff thus begins his seventeenth chapter

By the thirteenth of Mav our ship was ready to sail
and the next day we were out in the open ea on our
way to Ochotsh The weather was very clear and fine but
-0 1ntolerably cold that we were obliged to keep on ow
fur clothing For some days we had very httle wind 1t
was not till the mneteenth that a brisk gale from the north
west sprang up An uncommon large whale the body of
which was latger than the ship itself, lay almost at the
surface of the water but was not percerved by any one on
board tll the moment when the ship which was 1n full
sall was almost upon him so that 1t was mmpossible to
prevent 1its striking agamnst im We were thus placed
the most imminent danger as this gigantic creature set
ting up 1ts bach raised the hip three feet at least out
of the water The masts reeled and the sails fell alto
gether while we who were below all sprang nstantly upon
the deck concluding that we had struck upon some rock,
1nstead of this we saw the monster satling, off with the utmost
gravity and solemmity Captamn D'Wolf apphed immed:
atelv to the pumpe to examune whether or pot the vessel -
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had received any damage from the shock but we found
that very happily 1t had escaped entirely umnjured

Now the Captain D Wolf here alluded to as commanding
the ship mn question 15 a New Englander, who, after a
long life of unusual adventures as a sea captam this day
tesides m the village of Dorchester near Boston I have
the honor of bemng a nephew of his I have particularly
questioned him concermng this passage in Langsdorff He
substantiates every word The ship however was by no
means a large one a Rusman craft built on the Sibertan
coast and purchased by my untle after bartenng away
the vessel n which he sailed from home

In that up and down manly book of old fashioned ad
venture so full too, of honest wonders—the voyage of
Lionel Wafer one of ancient Dampier s old chums—I found
a Iittle matter set down so like that just quoted from Langs
dorff that I cannot forbear inserting 1t here for a corrobo
rative example 1f such be needed

Lionel 1t eem was ont his way to  John Ferdmando,’
as he calls the modern Juan Fernandes In our way
thuther  he says about four oclochk m the mormng,
when we were ahout one hundred and fifty leagues from
the Main of America our ship felt a ternble shoch which
put our men i such consternation that they could hardly
tell where they were or what to think but every one began
to prepare far death And indeed the shock was so sud
den and violent that we took 1t for granted the ship had
struch agamnst a rock but when the amazement was a
Iittle over we cast the lexd and sounded but found no
ground * * ¥ The suddenness of the shock made the guns
leap 1n their carriages and several of the men were shaken
out of therr hammocks Captamn Davis who lay with his
head on a gun was thrown out of Ins cabin] * Lionel them
goes on to impute the shock to an earthquake and seems
to substantiate the mmputation by stating that a great
earthquibe somewhere about that ttme did actually do
great muschief along the Spamsh land  But I should not
much wonder 1f m the darkness of that early hour of the
mormng the shock was after all caused by an unseen whale
vertically bumpmg the hull from beneath
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I mught proceed with several more examples one way
or another known to me of the great power and malice at
tunes of the sperm vhale In more than one instance
he has been known not only to chase the assailing boats
back to their ships but to pursue the ship itself and long
withstand all the Jances hurled at him from its decks The
Enghsh ship Pusie Hall can tell 2 story on that head
and as for his strength, let me say, that there have been
examples where the hnes attached to a running sperm whale
have m a calm been transferred to the ship and secured
there! the whale towing her great hull through the water
as a horse walks off with a cart Agam 1t 15 very often
obsenved that if the sperm whale once struck 1s allowed
time to rally be then acts not so often with blind rage,
as with wilful deliberate designs of destruction to his pur
suers nor 15 1t without conveying some eloquent indica
tion of his character that upon being attacked he will
frequently open s mouth and retan it 1n that dread ex
pansion for several consecutive mnutes But Y must be
content with anly one more and a concluding illustration
a remarhable and most significant one by which you will
not fail to see that not only 1s the most marvellous event
1z this book corroborated by plain facts of the present day
but that these marvels (hke all marvels) are mere repet:
tions of the ages so that for the mihonth time we say
amen with Solomon—Venlv there 1s nothing new under
the sun

In the sixth Chnstian century lived Procoprus a Christtan
magistrate of Constantnople m the days when Justiman
was Emperor and Belsarws general As many hnow he
wrote the history of his own times a work every way
of uncommon value By the best authonties he has always
been considered a most trustworthy and unexaggerating
historian except 1n some one or two particulars not at all
affecting the matter presently to be mentioned

Now m this history of his Procopius mentions that
duning the term of his prefecture at Constantinople a great
sea monster was captured in the neighboring Propontis or
Sea of Marmora after having destroyed vessels at intervals
m those waters for a period of more than fifty years A
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fact thus set down m substantial historv cannot easily be
gamsard  Nor 15 there any reason 1t should be Of what
precise species this sea monster was 1s not mentioned But
o~ he destroyed ships, as well as for other reasons be
mist have been a whale and I am strongly inclined to
think a sperm whale And I will tell you why  For a long
tune T fancied that the sperm whale had been always un
known 1n the Mediterranean and the deep waters connect
mg with it Even now I am certan that those seas are
not and perhaps never can be 1 the present constitution
of things « place for his habitual gregarious resort But
further 1nvestigations have recently proved to me that m
modern times there have been 1solated nstances of the
presence of the sperm whale i the Mediterranean I am
tola on good authority that on the Barbary coast a Com
‘nodore Davis of the British navy found the skeleton of 2
sperm whale Now as a vessel of war readily passes through
the Dardanelles hence a sperm whale could by the same
vsute pass out of the Mediterranean nto the Propontis

In the Propontis as far as I can learn nome of that
pecuhtar substance called brzt 1s to be found the aliment of
the night whale But T have every reason to believe that the
food of the sperm whale—<quid or cuttle fish—lurks at the
bottom of that sea because large creatures but by no means
the largest of that sort have been found at its surface I
then vou propetly put these statements together and reason
upon them a bit you will clearly percemve that according
to all human reasomng Procopiuss ea monster that for
half a century stove the ships of a Roman Emperor, must
m ali probability have been a sperm whale

CHAPTER XLVI
SUKBMISES

Tioucn consumed with the hot fire of us purpose,
Ahab 1n all his thoughts and actions ever had 1n view the
ultimate capture of Moby Dick  though he seemed ready to
sacrifice all mortal mterests to that one passion neverthe
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less 1t may have been that he was by nature and lonp
habituation far too wedded to a fiery whalemans ways
altogether to abandon the collateral prosecution of the
voyage Or at least if this were otherwice there were not
wanting other motives much more mfluential with bim It
would be refining too much perbaps even considering hi
monomana to hint that his vindictiveness towards the
White Whale might have possibly extended 1itself 1n some
degree to all sperm whales and that the more monsters he
slew by so much the more he multiphed the chances that
each subsequently encountered whale would prove te be the
hated one he hunted But if such an hypothesis be mdeet
exceptionable there were still additional considerations
which though not so strictly according with the wildness of
his ruling passion yet were by no means mcapable of sway
g him

To accomphsh hus object Ahab must use tools and of all
tools used int the shadow of the moon men are most apt to
get out of order He knew for example that however
magnetic his ascendency In some respects was over Star
buck yet that ascendency did mot cover the complete
spintual ma2n any more than mere corporeal superionty
s olves intellectual masterstup for to the purely spintual
the intellectual but stand n a sort of corporeal relation
Starbuck s body and Starbuch s coerced will were Ahabs
50 long as Ahab kept his magnet at Starbuck s bram  still
he knew that for all this the chief mate 1n s soul abhorred
his captan s quest and could he would joyfully disintegrate
himself from 1t cr even frustrate it It mught be that a Jong
snterval would elap e ere the White Whale was een Dur
ing that long interval Starbuck would ever be apt to fall into
open relapses of rebellion agamst his captans leadership
unless ome ordmary prudential circumstantial influences
were brought to bear upon him Not only that but the
subtle msantty of Ahab respecting Moby Dick was noways
more sigmficantly mamfested than i his superlative sen e
and shrewdness mn foreseeing that for the present the hunt
hould in ome way be stripped of that strange mmaginative
impiou.ness which naturally mvested 1t that the full terror
of the voyage must be kept withdrawn into the obscure
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background (for few men’s courage 1s proof agamst pro
tracted meditation unrehieved by action), that when they
tood therr long mght watches his officers and men must
1ave .ome nearer things to think of than Moby Dick  For
hawever eagerly and impetuously the savage crew had hatled
the announcement of his quest yet all sadors of all sorts
are more or less capricious and unreliable—they hve in the
virving outer weather and they mbhale 1ts fickleness—and
when retained for any objyect remote and blank in the pur
suit however promissory of ltfe and passion in the end 1t 1s
above 1ll things requisite that temporary nterests and em
plovments should mtervene and hold them healthily sus
pended for the final dash

Nor was Ahab unmindful of another thing In times of
strong emotion mankind disdam all base considerations
but such times are evanescent [he permanent constitu
tignal condition of the manufactured man thought Ahab,
15 sordidness  Granting that the White Whale fully mcites
the hearts of this my sivage crew and playing round ther
savageness even breeds a certain generous kmght errantism
m them still while for the love of 1t they give cha e to
Moby Dich, they must also have food for thewr more
common daily appetites For even the high lifted and
chnvalnic Crusaders of old times were not content to traverse
two thousand miles of land to fight for thewr holy sepulchre
without commutting burglaries picking pockets and gaimng
other pious perquisites by the way Had they been stnictly
held to therr one final and romantic object—that final and
romantic object, too many would have turned {rom 1n
disgust I will not trip these men thought Ahab of all
hopes of cash—aye cash They may scorn cash now, but
let some months go by and no perspective promise of 1t to
them and then this same quiescent cash all at once mutiny
1ng 1 them this same cash would <aon cashier Ahab

Nor was there wanting still another precautionary motive
more related to Ahab personally Having impulsively, 1t
15 probable, and perhaps somewhat prematurefy revealed the
prime but pnvate purpose of the Pequods voyage Ahab
was pow entirely conscious that, m so domg he had
indirectly laxd himself open to the unanswerable charge of
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usurpation  and with perfect mmpumity both moral and
legal Ius crew if so disposed and to that end competent
could refuse all further obedience to lum and even violently
wrest from Ium the command  From even the barely hunted
imputation of usurpation and the possible consequences of
wuch a suppressed mpression gamning ground Ahab must of
course have been most anxious to protect himself That
protection could only consist 1n s own predominating braig
and heart and hand backed by a heedful closely caleulating
attention to every munute atmospheric mfluence which it
was possible for his crew to be subjected to

For all these reasons then and others perhaps too
analytic to be verbailly developed here Abab plamly saw
that he must stil 1n a good degree continue true to the
natural nomunal purpose of the Pequods voyage obserie
all cuatomary u ages and not only that but force himsel{
to evince 2ll his well known passionate interest in the general
pursuwt of his profession

Beall this as it may his voice nas now often heard hailing
the three mast heads and admomishing them to keep a
bright look-out and not omit reporting even a porpalse
‘This vigilance was not long without reward

CHAPTER XLVII
THE MAT MAKER

Ir was a cloudy sultrv afternoon the seamen were lazily
Tounging about the decks or vacantly gazing over into the
lead colored waters Queequeg and I were mildly employed
weaving what 15 called a sword mat for an additronal Jash
g to our boat So stll and subdued and yet somehow
preluding was all the <cene and such an Incantation of
revelry lurked 1n the air that each stlent sailor seemed re
solved 1nto Ius own invistble self

1 was the attendant or page of Queequeg while busy at
the mat As T kept passing and repassing the fillng or
woof of marhne between the long yarns of the warp usmg
my own hand for the skuttle and as Queequeg standing .

s
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mndeways ever and anon shd his heavy oaken sword between
the threads, and 1dly looking off upon the water carelessly
and unthinkingly drove home every yarn 1 say so strange
a dreamimess did there then reign all over the ship and all
over the sea only broken by the mtermitting dull sound of
the sword that 1t seemed as 1f this were the Loom of Time
and I myself were a shuttle mechanically weaving and weav
g away at the Fates There lay the fived threads of the
warp subject to but one single, ever returning, unchanging
wvibration and that wibration merelv enough to admit of the
crosswise Interblending of other threads with its own  This
warp eemed necessity and here thought I with my own
hand I ply my own shuttle and weave my own destiny nto
these unalterable threads Meantime Queequeg s impulsive
indifferent sword sometimes hitting the woof lantingly or
crookedly or strongly or weakly as the case might be and
by this difference 1n the concluding blow producing « corres
ponding contra t 1n the final aspect of the completed fabrc
this savage s sword thought T which thus finally shapes and
fashions both warp and woof this easy ndifferent sword
must be chance—aye chance free will and necessity—-no
wice P all nter gly working together
The straight warp of necesaaty not to be swerved from its
ultimate course—its every alternating vibration indeed only
tending to that free will till free to ply her shuttle between
gwven threads and chance though restraned m its play
within the right lines of necessity and sideways 1 1ts
motions directed by free will though thus prescribed to by
both, chance by turns rules either, and has the last featuring
blow at events
*

* * * *

Thus we were weaving and weaving away when 1 started
at a sound so strange long drawn and musically wild and
unearthly that the ball of free Wil dropped from my hand
and I stood gazing up at the clouds whence that voice
dropped ke a wing  High aloft 1n the cross trees was that
mad Gay Header Tashtego His body was reaching eagerly
forward, s hand stretched out like a wand and at bref
sudden ntervals he continuted his cries  To be sure the
same sound was that very moment perhaps being heard all
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over the seas, from hundreds of whalemen’s look-outs
perched as high 1n the air  but from few of those lungs could
that accustomed old cry have derned such a marvellou
cadence as from Tashtego the Indans

As he stood hovering over you half suspended 1n arr so
wildly and eagerly peering towards the horizon you would
have thought him some prophet or seer beholding the
shadows of Fate and by those wild cries announcing their
coming

There she blows! there! there! therel she blows! she
blows!

Where away?

“On the lee beam about two mules offl a school of
them'

Instantly all was commotion

The Sperm Whale blows as a clock ticks with the same
undeviating and reliable umformity And thereby whale
men distingwish this fish from other tribes of his genus

“There go flukes! was now the cry from Tashtego and
the whales disappeared

“Quich steward! cried Ahab  Time! timel

Dough Boy hurned below glanced at the watch and
reported the exact minute to Ahab

The ship was now kept away from the wind and she went
gently rolling before 1t 1ashtego reperting that the whales
had gone down heading to leeward we confidently looked to
see them agamn directly in advance of our bows For that
stngular craft at times evinced by the Sperm Wwhale when
sounding with his head i one direction he nevertheless
while concealed beneath the surface mulls around and
swiftly swims off 1n the opposite quarter—ths decertfulness
of his could not now be i action for there was no reason to
suppose that the fish scen by Tashtego had been m any way
atarmed or indeed knew at all of our viciity  One of the
men selected for shipheepers—that 1s those not appoimnted
to the boats by this time relieved the Indian at the mam
mast head The sailors at the fore and mizzen bad come
down the Line tubs were fited 1n their places the cranes
were thrust out the mamnyard was bached and the three
boats swung over the sea like three samplure baskets over
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high chiffs Outside of the bulwarks therr eager crews with
one hand clung to the rail, while one joot was expectantly
powsed on the gunwale  So look the long lne of man-of
wat s men about to throw themselves on hoard an enemys
ship

But at this critical nstant a sudden exclamation was
heard that took every eye from the whale Witk a start all
glared at dark Ahab who was surrounded by five dusky
phantoms that eemed fresh formed out of air

CHAPTLR XLVIII
THE FIRST LOWERING

Tre phantoms for so they then seemed were flittng on
the other side of the deck and with a noseless celerity were
casting loose the tackles and bands of the boat which swung
there  This boat had always been deemed one of the spare
boats though technically called the captains on account
of 1ts hanging from the starboard quarter The figure that
now stood by 1ts bows was tall and swart with one white
tooth evilly protruding from s steel ke lips A rumpled
Chinese jacket of black cotton funereally mvested im with
wide blach trowsers of the same dark stuff But strangely
crownmg this ebonness was a ghstening white plaited turbar,
the lving hair braided and corled round and round upon his
head Less swart in aspect the companions of this figure
were of that viiud tiger yellow complexion peculiar to ome
of the aboriginal natives of the Manillas —a race notorious
for a certamn drabolism of subtilty and by some honest white
marners supposed to be the paid spies and secret confiden
tial agents on the water of the dewil their lord whose
~ounting room they suppose to be el.ewhere

While yet the wondenng ship s company were gazing upon
these strangers Ahab cried out to the white turbaned old
man at thetr hexd  All ready there Fedallah?

¢ Ready ’ was the half hnsed reply

¢ Lower away then dye hear? shouting across the dech
“Lower away there, I say *
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Such was the thunder of hs voice that spite of therr
amazement the men sprang over the rail the sheaves whirled
round 1 the blocks with a wallow the three boats dropped
nto the sea while with 2 dexterous off handed daring un
koown 1 any other vocation the saifors goat hhe leaped
down the rolltng ship s side 1nto the tossed boats below

Hardly had they pulled out from under the ships lee
when a fourth kee] coming from the windward side pulled
round under the stern and showed the five strangers rowing
Ahab, who standing erect in the stern loudly hailed Star
buck, Stubb and Flash to spread themselves widely, so as
10 cover a large expan e of water But with all their eyes
agamn riveted upon the swart Fedallah and his crew the
wmmates of the other boats obeyed not the command

Captain Ahab?— said Starbuck
Spread vyourselves cried Ahab  gne way all four
boats Thou Fla k pull out more to leeward!

‘Aye aye s cheenly cried httle hing Post sweeping
round hts great steering car  Lay bach! addressing s
crew  There'—there'—there agam! There she blows
nght ahead boys ~Ilay back!

Never heed yonder yellow boys Archy

Oh Idont mind em, str sad Archy I Loew 1t all
before now Didnt I hear em in the hold? And didnt I
tell Cabaco here of 1t> What say we Cabaco? They
are stowaways Mr Ilask

Pull pull my fine hearts alive pull my children pull
my little ones drawhngly and soothingly sighed Stubb to
his crew <ome of whom still showed signs of uneasiness
‘Why dont you break your backbones my boys? Whatis
1t you stare at? Those chaps in yonder boat? Tut! They
are only five more hands come to help us—never mind from
where—the more the merner Pull then do pull never
mind the bnm tone—devils are good fellows enough  So
so there you are now thats the stroke for a thousand
pounds thats the trole to sweep the stakes! Hurrah
for the gold cup of <perm o my heroes' Three
cheers men—all hearts alne! Easy easy dont be m a
hurry—don t be 1n a hurry Why dont you snap your oars
yourascals? Bite something you dogs!  So so so then —
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softly softly] That's it—thatsit! long and strong Give
way there, give way! The dewil fetch ye ye ragamuffin
rapscallions ye are all asleep Stop snonng ye sleepers
and pull Pull will ye? pull, cant ye? pull, wont ye?
Why m the name of gudgeons and ginger cakes dont ye
pull?—puil and breal. something! pull and start your eyes
out! Here! whipping out the sharp kmfe from s girdle
every mothers son of y¢ draw his knife and pull with
the blade between s teeth That’s it~—thats it Now ye
do something that looks lihe it my steel bits  Start her—
start her, my silverspoons! Start her marlng spikes|
Stubbs evordium to s crew s given here at large,
because he had rather a peculiar way of talking to them 1o
general and especially 1n inculcating the religion of rowing
But you must not suppose from this specimen of his sermon
121ngs that he ever flew into downright passions with his con
gregation Not at all and therein consisted his chief
peculiarity He would say the most terrific things to his
crew 1n a tone so strangely compounded of fun and fury,
and the jury seemed so calculated merely as a spiee to the
fun that no oarsman could hear such queer mvocations
without pulling for dear life and yet pulling for the mere
Joke of the thing  Besides he ail the ime looked so easy
and indolent himself so loungingly maraged his steering
oar, and so broadly gaped—open mouthed at times—that
the mere sight of such a yawning commander by sheer force
of contrast acted like a charm upon the crew  Then again
Stubb was one of those odd sort of humorists whose jollity
15 50 3} b as to put all winfeniors
on therr guard 1n the matter of obeyng them
In obedience to a sign {rom Ahab Starbuck was now pull
ng obliquely across Stubbs bow and when for a minute or
so the tno boats were pretty near to each other Stubb
hatled the mate
Mr Starbuck! larboard boat there ahoyl a word with
ye «ir if ye pleasel
Halloa! returned Starbuch turming round not a single
inch as he spoke still eamnestly but whi peringly urging his
crew lus face set hike a flint 1rom Stubb s
“Vhat think ye of those yellow boys, sirl
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Smuggled on bowd somehow before the ship sailed
(Strong strong boys! ) 1n a whisper to his crew then
speahing out loud agam ‘A sad busmess Mr Stybb!
{seethe her seethe her my lads!) but never mind Mr
Stubb all for the best Let all your crew pull strong come
what will  (Spring my men spring!) Theres hogsheads
of sperm ahead, Mr Stubb and thats what ye came for
(Pull my boys') Sperm <perms the playl This at least
15 duty duty and profit hand i hand

“Aye aye I thought as much soliloquized Stubb when
the boats diverged as soon as X clapt eye on em I thought
50 Aye and that s what he went into the after hold for sp
often as Dough Boy long suspected They were hidden
down there The White Whales at the bottom of 1t V]l
well s0 be itl Cant be helped! All nght! Give way
men! Tt aint the White Whale to day! Give way!

Now the advent of these outlandish strangers at such a
cntical nstant as the lowenng of the boats from the decl,
this had not unrea onably awakened a ort of supersuitious
amazement mn some of the ships company but Archy
fancied discovery having some time previous got abroad
among them though indeed not credited then this had n
some small measure prepared them for the event It tool
off the estreme edge of their wonder and so what with aj)
this and Stubbs confident way of accounting for they
appearance they were for the time freed from superstitions
surmengs  though the affair still Ieft abundant room for all
manner of wild conjectu es as to dark Ahab s precise agency
n the matter from the begnnming  For me I silently re
called the mysterious shadows I had seen creeping on board
the Pequod during the dim Nantucket dawn as well as the
emgmatical hintings of the unaccountable Eljah

Meantime Ahab out of hearing of his officets having
sided the furthest to windward was still ranging ahead of
the other boats a circumstance bespeahing how potent a
crew was pulling hum  Those tiger yellow creatures of hi<
seemed all steel and whalebone lihe five trip hammers they
rose and fell with regular strokes of strength which pertod:
cally started the boat along the water like a horizontal burgt
boler out of a Mississipps steamer  As for Fedallah

—
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was seen pulling the harpooneer oar he had thrown aside his
black jachet, and displayed his naked chest with the whole
part of his body above the gunwale clearly cut agunst the
alternating depressions of the watery horizon while at the
other end of the boat Ahab, with one arm like a fencer’s
thrown hall bachward into the air as if to counterbalance
any tendency to tnp Ahab was seen steadily managing his
steering oar as 1n a thousand boat lowerings ere the White
Whale had torn im  All at once the outstretthed arm
g1ve a peculiar motion and then remamed fixed while the
boat five oars were seen simultaneously peahed Boat
and crew sat motionless on the sea Instantly the three
spread boats 1n the rear paused on their way The whales
had wuregularly settled bodily down into the blue thus
gwnving no distantly discermible token of the movement,
though from his closer vicinity Ahab had observed 1t

Every man look out along his oars' ¢ried Starbuck

‘Thoy Queequeg stand up!

Nambly sprinping up on the tniangular rised box m the
bow, the savage stood erect there and with intensely eager
eyes pazed off towards the spot where the chase had last been
descried Lihewise upon the extreme stern of the boat where
1t was also tnangularly platformed level with the gunwale
Starbuch himself was seen coolly and adraitly balancing him
self to the jerhing tossings of his chip of a craft and silently
2yemg the vast blue eye of the sea

Not very far distant Flash s boat was also lying, breath
lessty still 1ts commander rechlessly standing upon the top of
the loggerhead a stout sort of post rooted in the heel and
nising some two feet above the level of the stern platform
1t 15 used for catching turns with the whale line  Its top1s
not more spacious than the palm of 2 man s hand and stand
g upon such a ba e as that Flask seemed perched at the
mast head of ome shp which had sunk to all but her
trucks DBut hittle King Post was small and short and at
the same time Little Ring Po t was full of a large and tall
ambntion to that this logger had stand pont of s did by
no means satisfy kang Post

«f can't e three seas off tip us up an oar there and et

me onto that’
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Upon this, Daggoo with either hand upon the gunwale to
steady his way swiitly slid aft and then erecting himself
volunteered his lofty shoulders for 2 pedestal

“Good a mast head as any sir Wil you mount?”

That T will and thank ye very much my fine felow
only I wish you fiity feet taller

Whereupon planting bis feet firmly agamst two opposite
planks of the boat the gigantic negro stooping a3 hitle
presented his flat palm to Flask s foot and then putting
Flask s hand on his bear e plumed head and bidding hmm
spring as he himself should toss, with one dexterous fling
landed the little man high #nd dry on lus shoulders And
here was Flask now standing Daggoo with one Lifted arm
furnishing lum with a breastband to lean agamnst and steady
humself by

At apy time 1L 1s & strange sight to the tyro to see with
what wondrous habitude of shil the
will mamtam an erect posture mn his boat even when pitched
about by the most riotously perverse and cross runming seas
Still more strange to see him giddily perched upon the
logger head uself under such aircumstances But the sight
of httle Flash mounted upon gmgantic Daggoo was yet more
cunous  for sustaimng himself with a cool mdifferent easy
unthought of barbaric majesty the noble negro to every
roll of the sea harmoniously rolled his fine form On hi
broad back flaxen haired Flask seemed a snow flake The
bearer looked nobler than the rider  Though truly vivacious
tumultuows  estentatious hitle Fla k would now and then
stamp with 1mpatience but not one added heave did he
thereby give to the negros lordly chest So have I seen
Passion and Vanity stamping the living magnanmmous earth
but the earth did not alter her tides and her easons for that

Meanwhile Stubb the third mate betrayed no such far
gazing sohicitudes  The whales might have made one of
therr regular soundmgs not a temporary dive from mere
fright and if that were the case Stubb as his wont
such cases 1t seems was resolved to solace the langmistung
nterval with lus pipe  He withdrew 1t from lus hatband
where he always wore 1t aslant like a feather e loaded 7/
1t and rammed home the loading with his thumb-end bul;

-
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hardly had he ignited his match across the rough sandpaper
of huis hand when Tashtego, Ius harpooneer, whose eyes had
been setting to windward like two fixed stars, suddenly
dropped like hght from hus erect attitude to his seat, crying
out 1 a quick phrensy of hurry ¢ Down, down all, and give
way!—there they are'

‘To a landsman no whale nor any stgn of a herning would
have been visible at that moment nothing but a troubled bit
of greenish white water and thin scattered puffs of vapor
hovering over 1t and suffusingly blowing off to leeward like
the confused scud from white rolling billows ‘The air
arqund suddenly vibrated and tingled as it were lihe the air
over ntensely heated plates of won Beneath this atmos
pheric waving and curling and partially beneath a thin
layer of water also the whales were swimmng Seen mn
advance of all the other indications the puffs of vapor they
spouted seemed thewrr forerunning couriers and detached
fving outnders

All four boats were now 1n heen pursuit of that one spot
of troubled water and air  But 1t bade far to outstrip them
it flew on and on a mass of interblending bubbles borne
down a rapid stream from the hills

Pull pull my good boys said Starbuck 1n the Jowest
possible but mten est concentrated whi per to his men
while the sharp ficed glance from his eyes darted straight
ahead of the bow almost seemed as two wisible needles 1n
two unernng himnacle compasses  He dud not say much to
his crew though nor did his crew say anything to him
Only the silence of the hoat was at intervals starthngly
Pprerced by one of his peculiar whispers now harsh with com
mand now soft with entreaty

How different the loud little Ring Post  ‘ Sing out and
say something my hearties Roar and pull my thunder
bolts' Beach me beach me on their black backs boys
only do that for me and 11l sign over to you my Marthas
Vinevard plantation boys including wife and children
boys Lay me on--lay me on! O Lord Lord! but I shall
go stark, staring mad' See! ee that white water!  And so
shouting he pulled his hat from tus head and stamped up
and down on it then picking 1t up, firted 1t far off upon
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the sea and finally fell to reaning and plunging 1n the boats
stern like a crazed colt from the prame

Look at that chap now philo ophically drawled Stubb
who, with his unlighted short pipe h: 1y retamed
between his teeth, at a short distance followed after— Hes
got fits that Flask has Fus? yes gwve hum fits—thats
the very word—pitch fits into em  Merrily merrily hearts-
alne Pudding for supper you hnow —metry s the word
Pull babes—pull suckhags-~pull all But what the devil
are vou hurrying about? Softly softly and steadily my
men  Only pull and keep pulling nothing more Crack
all your backbones and bite your knives in two—thats all
Take 1t easy—whv don t ye take 1t easy Isay and burst all
your lvers and Jungs!

But what 1t was that mscrutable Ahab aid to that tiger
yellow crew of lis—these were words best omtted here for
you live under the blessed hght of the evangelical Iand
Only the infidel sharks ;n the audacious seas may give ear
to such words when with tornado brow and eyes of red
murder and foam glued lips Ahab leaped after his prey

Meanwhile all the boats tore on The rep=ated specific
allusions of Flask to that whale as he called the fictitious
monster which he declared to be mcessantly tantahzing s
boat » bow with 1ts tail—these allusions of his were at times
50 vivad and life hke that they would cause some one or
two of hi> men to snatch a fearful look over hus shoulder
But this was agamst 2l rule for the oarsmen must put out
their eyes and ram a kewer through thewr nechs usage
pronouncing that they must have no organs but ears and no
limb but arms 1n these crttical moments

It was a sight full of quick vonder 2nd awe' The vast
swells of the ommpotent sea the surging bollow roar they
made as they rolled alon,, the eight gunwales, ke gigantic
bowls i a boundless bowlhng green the brief suspended
agony of the boat as 1t would tip for an mstant on the kufe
Iike edge of the sharper waves that almo t seemed threaten
mg to cut 1t n two  the sudden profound dip into the watery
glens and hollows the Leen spurrings and goadings to gam
the top of the opposite lill the beadlong sled like shde
down 1ts other side —all these with the cries of the heads

-

-

I
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men and harpooneers, and the shuddering gasps of the oars
men, with the wondrous sight of the 1vory Pequod bearing
down upon her boats with outstretched sails lihe a wild
hen after her screaming brood —all this was thrillmg  Not
the raw recrint, marching from the bosom of s wafe wto
the fever heat of his first battle not the dead mans ghost
encountering the first unknown phantom 1n the other world
—neither of these can feel stranger and stronger emotions
than that man does who for the first time finds himself
pulling 1nto the charmed churned circle of the hunted sperm
whale

The dancing white water made by the chase was now
becoming more and more visible, owing to the increasing
datkness of the dun cloud shadows flung upon the sea The
sets of vapor no langer blended but tilted everywhere to
night and left the whales seemed separating their wakes
‘The boats vere pulled more apart Starbuck giving chase
to three whales running dead to leeward Our sail was now
set and with the still nsing wind we rushed along, the
boat poing with such madness through the water that the
lee oars could scarcely be worked rapidly enough to escape
bemng torn from the row lockh

Soon we were running through a suffusing wide veil of
mst nerther ship nor boat to be seen

Grve way men whispered Starbuch drawing still fur
ther aft the sheet of his sl there 1s time to kil a fish yet
before the squall comes There s white water aganl—close
to! Spring!’

Soon after two cries 1n quick succession on each side of
us denoted that the other boats had got fast but hardly
were they overheard, when with a hghtmng like hurtling
whisper Starbuck said Stand up' and Queequeg har
poon 1n hand .prang to his feet

Though not one of the oarsmen was then facing the hfe
and death pertl so cloce to them ahead yet with their eyes
on the mtense countenance of the mate in the stern of the
boat they knew that the immnent mstant had come they
heard too an enormous wallomng <ound as of fifty
elephants stirning 1n their Litter Meanwhile the boat was
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still boomung through the must the waves curling and hissing
around us like the erected crests of enraged serpents

“Thats his hump Fhere there give it to him! whis
pered Starbuck

A short rushing sound lea[5 out of the boat 1t was the
darted iron of Queequeg Then all in one welded commo
tion came an invisible push from astern while forward the
boat seemed striking on a ledge the .ail collapsed and
esploded a gush of scalding vapor shot up near by some
thing rolled and tumbled lke an earthquake benesth us
The whole crew were half suffocated as they were tossed
helter shelter mto the white curdling cream of the squall
Squall whale and harpoon had all blended together and
the whale merely grazed by the 1ron escaped

Though completely swamped the boat was nearly un
harmed ~ Swurming round 1t we picked up the floating oars
and lashing them across the gunwale tumbled back to our
places  There we sat up to our hneey 1n the ea the water
covenng every nb and plank so that to our downward
gazing eyes the suspended craft seemed a coral boat grown
up to us from the bottom of the ocean

The wind 1ncreased to a howl the waves dashed therr
bucklers together the whole quall roared forked and
crackled around us hke a white fire upon the prane m
which unconsumed we were burmng smmortal in these jiws
of death! In vain we hailed the other boats as well roar
to the Inve coaly down the chimney of a flamung furnace as
hail tho e boats 1n that storm  Meanwhile the driving scud
rack and must grew darker with the shadows of mght no
sign of the ship could be een The nsing sea forbade all
atterrpts to bale out the boat  The oars were useless as
propellers performing now the office of life pre-ervers  So
cutting the lashing of the waterproof match heg after many
farlures Starbucl, contrived to 1gnite the lamp m the lantern
then stretching 1t on 2 waif pole handed 1t to Queequeg as
the standard bearer of tlus forlorn hope There then he
sat holding up that mmbecile candle in the hea t of that
almighty forlornne s  There then he sat the sign and
symbol of a man wathout faith hopelessly holding up hope n

the mudst of despair /f(
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Wet drenched through, and shivering cold desparng of
ship or boat, we lited up our eyes as the dawn came on
The must still spread over the sea, the empty lantern lay
crushed 1n the bottom of the boat Suddenly Queequeg
started to hus feet hollowing his hand to Ius ear We all
heard a famt creahing as of ropes and yards hitherto
muffled by the storm The sound came hearer and nearer,
the thick mists were dimly parted by a huge vague form
Affnghted we all sprang mto the sea as the ship at last
loomed into view bearmg nght down upon us withm a
distance of not much more than its length

Yloating on the waves we saw the abandoned boat, as
for one mnstant 1t tossed and gaped beneath the ship s bows
like & clup at the base of a cataract and then the vast hull
rolled over 1t and 1t was seen no more till it came up
weltermng astern  Again we swam for it were dashed against
1t by the seas and were at last taken up and safely landed
on board Ere the squall came close to the other boats had
cut loose from their fish and returned to the ship 1n good
time  The ship had given us up but was still crusing 3f
haply 1t might hight upon some tohen of our perishing —an
dar or a lance pole

CHAPTER \LIX
THE HYENA

THERE are certamn queer times and occasions in this
strange mixed affair we call hfe when a man takes this
whole universe for a vast practical joke though the wit
thereof he but dimly discerns and more than suspects that
the joke 1s at nobody s expense but is own However noth
mg di prmits and nothing seems worth while di puting  He
balts down all events all creeds and beliefs and persuasions
all hard thinzs visible and invisible never mind how hnobby
as an ostrich of potent digestion fobbles down bullets and gun
flints  And as for small difficulties and worryings prospects
of sudden disaster pent of hfe and hmb " all these and
death auself seem to him only sly good matured huts and
jolly punches 1n the side bestowed by the unseen and un
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accountable old joker That odd sort of wayward mood I
am speaking of comes over a man only 1 some time of
extreme tribulation 1t comes in the very midst of hts
eamestness so that what yust before muight have seemed to
him a thing most momentous now seems but a part of the
general jobe  There 1s nothing like the perils of whaling te
breed this free and easy sort of gemal desperado philosophy

and with 1t I now re arded this whole voyage of the Peguod

and the great W hite 14 hale 1ts object

Queequeg  said I when they had dragged me the /st
man, to the dech and I was stll shaking myself In my
Jacket to fling off the water Queequeg my fing friend does
this sort of thing often happen?  Without much emotion
though soaked through yust like me he gave me to under
stand that uch thimgs did often happen

AMr Stubb  said I turming to that worthy who but
toned up 1n his o1l jacket was now calmly smoking his pipe
1a the ram  Mr Stubb I think I have heard you sav that
of all whalemen you ever met our chief mate Mr Starbuck,
15 by far the most careful and prudent I suppose then,
that going plump on a flying whale with your sal set n a
foggy squall 15 the height of a whaleman's discretion?

Certain I ve lowered for whales from a leaking ship m
2 gale off Cape Hormn

Mr Flash said I turning to little King Post who was
standing close by ~ you are experienced i these things and

amnot Will you tell me whether it 1s an unalterable law
i this fishery Mr Fla k for an oarsmen to break his own
back pulling humself back foremost nto death s jaws?

Cant you twist that smaller? sad Flash ~ Yes thats
the Jaw T should like to see a boats crew backing water
up to a while face foremost Ha hat the whale would give
them squint for squint mund that!

Here then from three impartial witnesses 1 had a
deliberate tatement of the entire case  Consdering there
fore that squalls and cap 1zings 1 the water and consequent
bivouacks pn the deep were matters of common occurrence
I this hind of hfe considenng that at the superlauvely
cntical mstant of gong on to the whale I must resign my
hfe into the hands of him who steered the boat—oftentimey [/‘

a
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a fellor vby at that very moment 1= 11 b 1 <
tpon the pont of scutthing the craft with b o2 Irasit
«tamprozs coradening that the dster m:‘m
ovn particular boat was chuefly to be wmpated to SRR
dvinz on to his whale almo-t m the teeth of a sgull &
w15 dering that Starbuck rotwithstandinz was m:ousb:"
bi. .reat heedfulness 1n the fishery conadesng (bt [zm'
tivted to this uncommonly prudent Starbucks bost
finally con ideriog m vhat a devils chase I w2s mpha,, 1
touching the White Whale taking all things ot |
£ay I thought I mught as well go below and mabe 210
draft of my will ~ Queequeg, sad I “come & ¥
£hall be my lawyer executor znd legatee id b
It may seem  tran,e that of all men saflors SOUT
inkening at therr 1a t wills and testaments but thert
no people m the world more ford of that d“emc‘&o et
was the fourth time n my nautical Lfe that 1 had &0
.ame thing  After the ceremony was condud “P“:Dmd
present occa ton I felt all the easer @ ton¢ i yw e
avay from my heart Besides all the davs 1 ~bo Dl?(ﬂ
vould be as good as the davs that Lazrus sed 4mﬂﬂ
resurrection a supplementary clean gam of @ wyv deatt
or wechs as the case may be I survned myeelf
and bursal were locked up i mv chest 1 ‘w};ed‘;“ ade?
tranquilly and contentedly, Iike a quiet ghost ¥
.on clence siting mside the bars of a <oug f’"ﬂ)d,e
Now then thought T uncon ciously rolhng UP By iod
of ms frock here goes for a cool collected dive &
destruction, and the devil fetch the hindmost.

CHAPTER L
AIIAD § DOAT AND CREW FED

wff

W10 would have thought st Flask! cved S‘ﬂbm"ﬁ

had but one le, 3ou would not catch me 11 2 Py bed

mybe 1o stop the plug hole with my timber toe: .

a wonderful old many’ acer

“T dont thind it so strange after all 02 that st o
ad 1lak  “If his leg were off at the bipy 2%
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be a different thing  That would disable him but he has
one knee and good part of the other left you know
I dont know that my httle man I never Jet saw bim
kneel
* * * * *

Among whale wise people 1t has often been argued
whether considering the paramount importance of his life
to the success of the voyage, 1t 15 night for 2 whaling captain
to Jeopardize that life 1 the active penls of the chase So
Tamerlane s soldzers often argued with tears m their eyes
whether that invaluable life of hus ought to be carried mto
the thickest of the fight

But with Abab the question assumed a modified aspect.
Considering that with two legs man 1s but a hobbling wight
w all times of danger comsidering that the pursuit of
whales 13 always under great and extraordmary difficulties,
that every mdividual moment indeed then’ comprises a
peril under these circumstances 1 1t wise for anv maimed
man to enter g whale bozt 1o the hunt? As a general thing
the jont-owners of the Pequod must have plamly thought
not

Abab well knew that although his friends at home would
think Iittle of s entering a boat 1n certam comparatively
harmless vicisgtudes of the chase for the sake of bemng near
the scene of action and giving his orders 1 person et for
Captain Ahab to have a boat actually apportioned to hum as
a regular beadsman i the hunt—abosve all for Captain Ahab
1o be supplied with five extra men as that same boat s crew

well knew that such generous conceits never entered the
heads of the owners of the Pequod Therefore he had not
solicited a boats crew from them nor had he i any way
hinted hus desires on that head Nevertheless he had tahen
Private measures of hus own touching all that matter Unti
Cabacos published discovery, the salors had httle fore
seenat though to be sure when after being a Dittle while out
of port all hands had concluded the customarv business of
fitting the whaleboats for service when some time aiter this
bab was now and then found bestiring himself i the
matter of m.Ling thole pins with his own hands for what
was thought to b= ore of the spate boats and even
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solicitously cutting the small wooden shewers which when
the line 1s runming out are pinned over the groove mn the
bow when all this was observed 1 im, and partiwcularly
his solicitude m having an extra coat of sheathing mn the
bottom of the boat, as 1f to make 1t better withstand the
pornted pressure of us nvory hmb and also the anxiety he
evinced n exactly shaping the thigh board or clumsy cleat
as 1t 15 sometimes called, the hortzontal piece 1n the boat’s
bow for bracing the knee agamst in darting or stabbing at
the whale when 1t was observed how often he staod up m
that boat with his <olitary Lnee fixed m the semn circular
depression 1n the cleat and with the carpenters chusel
gouged out a little here and straightened 1t a little there
all these things I say had awakened much interest and
curiosity at the ttme  But almost everybody supposed that
this particular preperative heedfulness in Ahab must only
be with a view to the ultimate chase of Moby Dick  for he
had already revealed h1 intention to hunt that mortal
monster m person But such & supposition did by no means
mvolve the remotest suspicion as to any boats crew bemng
assigned to that boat

Now with the subordinate phantoms what wonder re
mained soon waned away for 1 a whaler wonders soon
wane Besides now and then such unaccountable odds and
ends of strange nations come up from the unknown nooks
and ash holes of the earth to man these floating outlaws of
whalers and the ships themselves often pich up such queer
eastaway creatures found tossing about the open sea on
planks bits of wrech oars whale boats canoes blown-off
Japanese junks and what not that Beelzebub himself
might chmb up the side and step down into the cabm to
chat with the captain and 1t would not create any unsub
duable exaitement 1 the forecastle

But be all this as 1t may certain 1t 1s that while the

subordinate phantoms saon found their place among the
crew though still as 1t were somehow distinct from them yet
that hair turbaned Iedailah remamed a muffled mystery to
the last Whence he came i1 a mannerly world like this by
what sort of unaccountable tie he soon evinced humself to
be hnked with Ahab's peculiar fortunes, nay, so far as to
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have some sort of a half lunted mfluence Heaven Lnows,
but 1t might have been even authonty over him all this
none knew but one cannot sustain an different air concern
mg Fedallah He was such a creature as civilized domestic
people 1n the temperate zone only <ee 1n their dreams and
that but dimlv but the hie of whom now and then ghde
among the hang: Asutic pecaall e
Orental 1 les to the eact of the continent—those msulated
mmemonal unalterable countries which even m these
modern days <till preserve much of the ghostly abonginal
ness of earth s primal generations when the memory of the
first man was a drstinct recollection and all men his
decendants unhnowing whence he came eyed each other
s real phantoms and 2 ked of the sun and the moon why
they were created and to what end when though according
to Genests the angel> mdeed consorted with the daughter
of men the devils also add the uncanomical Rabbms m
dulged 1n mundane amours

CHAPTER LI
THE SPIRIT SPOUT

Dars weeks passed and under easy sml the vory
Pequod had slowly swept across four several crmsing
grounds that off the Azores off the Cape de Verdes on
the Plate (so called) bemng off the mouth of the Rio de la
Plata and the Carrol Ground an unstaked watery locality
southerly from St Helena 1

1t was while ghding through these latter waters that one
serene and moonlight rught when all the waves rolled by like
scrolls of silver and by ther soft suffusing seethings
made what <eemed a silvery silence not a solitude on such
a silent mght a silvery Jet was seen far m advance of the
white bubbles at the bow Lit up by the moon 1t looked
celestial seemed some plumed and ghttenng god upnsing
from the sea  Fedallah first descried this Jet For of these
moonlight myhts 1t was his wont to mount to the main mast
head and stand a look out there wWith the same precision a.
if it had been day And yet though herds of whales were
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seen by might, not one whaleman in a hundred would venture
a lowenng for them You may thipk with what emotions,
then the seamen beheld this old Orental perched aloft at
such unusual hours, his turban and the moon companions
m one skhy But when after spending his umiform mterval
there for several successive nights without uttenng a single
sound, when after all this silence, his unearthly voice was
heard announcing that silvery moon lit jet, every rechmng
mariner started to s feet as 1f some winged <pmit had
lighted mn the ngging and bailed the mortal crew  “There
she blows! Had the trump of judgment blown they cauld
not have quivered more yet still they felt no terror ~rather
pleasure  For though 1t was a most unwonted hour jyet so
mmpressive was the cry and so debriou ly exating that
almost every soul on board instinctnely desired a lowering

Walking the deck with quich side lunging stndes Ahab
commanded the t gallant sails and royals to be set and every
stunsail epread  The best man mn the ship must take the
helm Then with every mast head manned the piled up
craft rolled down before the wind The strange upheav
ng lfting tendency of the taffrasl breeze filling the hollows
of Lo many sails made the buoyant hovermg deck to feel
lihe air beneath the feet while still she rushed along as if
two antagonistic influences were struggling in her—one to
mount direct to heaven the other to drive yawingly to some
horizontal goal And had you watched Ahabs face that
night you would have thought that in lum also two different
things were warring  While his ane Iive leg made lively
echces along the dech every stroke of hus dead himb sounded
like 2 coffin tap  On hfe and death this old man walked
But though the ship so swiftly sped and though from every
eye like arrows the eager glances shot yet the silvery jet
tras no mote <een that mght  Every .ailor swore he saw 1t
once but not a second time

Thes mudmght pout had almost grown a forgotten thing
when some days after lo! at the same silent hour it was
again announced agamn it was descried by all but upon
making sai! to overtaket once more 1t disappeared as if 1t
had never been  And .01t served us mght after mght tll
no one heeded 1t but to wonder at 1t Mysteriously jetted
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ito the clear moonlight or starlight as the case might be
disappearing again for one whole day, or two days or three
and somehow seeming at every distinct repetition to be
advancing stll further and further 1 our tan thus solitaty
Jet seemed for ever allunng us on

Nor with the immemonial superstition of their race and 1n
accordance with the preternaturalness as it seemed which
n many things nvested the Pequod were there Wwanting
wome of the seamen who swore that whenever and wherever
descried at however remote tmes or 1 however far apart
latitudes and longitudes that unnearable spout was cast by
one self same whale and that whale Moby Dick For a
tme there reyyned too a sense of peculiar dread at this
fltting apparition as if 1t were treacherously bechonng us
on and on 1n order that the monster might turn round upon
us and rend us at last 1n the remotest and most savage seas

These temporary apprehensions so vague but so awful
derived a wondrous potency from the contrasting serémty of
the weather 1n which beneath all 1ts blue blandness some
thought there lurked 2 devilish charm as for days and days
we voyaged along through seas so wearily = lonesomely
mild that all space 1n repushance to our vengeful errand
seemed vacating itself of hfe before our urn ht e prow

But at last when turning to the eastward the Cape winds
began howling around us and we rose and fell upon the
long troubled seas that are there when the nvory tusked
Pequod sharply bowed to the blast and gored the darh
waves 1 her madness till hike showers of silver chips the
foam flajes flew over her bulwarks then all this desolate
vacuity of Iife went away but gave place to sights more
dismal than before

Close to our bows strange forms in the water darted
huther and thither before us while thick m our rear flew th
mscrutable <ea ratens And every mormng perched on our
stays rows of these birds were seen and spite of our hoot
mgs for a long fime obstinately clung to the hemp as
though thev deemed our ship some dnfting umnhabited
craft a thing appomted fo desolation and therefore fit
roosting place fo ther homeless selves  And heaved and
heaved stll unrestingly heaved the black sea as if ats vast
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tides wert, a conscience and the great mundane soul were i
Eng;lsh and remorse for the long sin and suffermg 1t had
Te

Cape of Good Hope do thev call ve? Rather Cape Tor
mentoto as called of yore for long allured by the perfidious
silences that before had attended us we found ourselves
launched into this tormented sea where guilty beings trans
formed 1nto those fowls and these fish seemed condemned
to swim on overlastingly without any haven mn store or
beat that black air without any horizon But calm snow
white and unvarymng .till directing 1ts fountzin of feathers
to the sky still beckoning us on from before the olitary
jet would at times be descried

Dunns all this blacknes of the elements Ahsb though
assuming for the time the almost continual command of the
drenched and dangerous dech mamfested the gloomiest
re erve and more seldom than ever addressed his mates
In tempestuous times like these after everytlung above and
aloft has been secured nothing more can be done but
passively to await the wssue of the gale Then Captamn and
crew become practical fatalists So with his worv leg
iserted mto 1ts accustomed hole and with one hand firmly
grasping a shroud Ahab for hours and hours would stand
gazing dead to windward while an occasional squall of sleet
or snow would all but congeal hus very eyelashes together
AMeantime the crew driven from the forward part of the
ship by the perilous seas that bursungly brohe over uts
bows stood in a line along the bulwarks n the waist and
the better to guard aganst the leaping waves each man
had slipped himself into a sort of bowline secured to the
ra1l 1 which he swung as in a loosened belt Few or no
words were spohen and the silent ship as 1f manned by
panted sailors 1n wax day after day tore on through all
the swift madness and gladness of the demomac waves By
night the same muteness of humanity before the shneks of
the ocean preva led sull in silence the men swung in the
bowlmes still word'ess Ahab stood up to the blat Isien
when weaned nature seemed demanding repose he would not
seek that repote 1 his hammock Never could Starbuck
forpet the old man s aspect, when one mght going down 1nte
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the cabin to mark how the barometer stood he saw him with
closed eyes sitting straight in his floor screwed chair  the
rain and half melted sleet of the storm from which he had
some tume before emerged, sull clowly drpping from the
unremoved hat and coat On the table beside him lay
unrolled one of those charts of tides and currents which
bave previously been spoken of His lantern swung from
his tightly cleriched hand  Though the body was erect the
head was thrown back so that the closed eyes were pointed
towards the needle of the tell tale that swung from a beam
im the ceiling *

Ternble old man! thought Starbuch with 2 shudder,
sleeping 1 this gale still thou steadfastly eyest thy purpose

CHAPTER LII
THE ALBATROSS

Souvrm EasTwARD from the Cape off the distant Crozetts

2 good cruising ground for Right Whalemen a sail loomed
ahead the Goney (Albatross) by name  As she slowly drew
nmgh from my lofty perch at the fore mast head I bhad a
good view of that sight so remarkable to 2 tyro in the far
ocean fisheries—a whaler at sea and long absent from home
As 1f the waves had been fullers this craft was bleached
ke the skeleton of a stranded walrus All down her sides
this spectral appearance was traced with Jong channels of
reddened rust while all her spars and her niggmng were like
the thich branches of trees furred over with hoar frost
Only her lower sails were set A wild sight 1t was to see her
long bearded look-outs at those three mast heads. They
seemed clad m the skins of beasts so torn and bepatched
the raiment that had survived nearly four years of cruising
Standing 1 1ron hoops nailed to the mast they swayed and
SFung over a fathomless sea and though when the ship
lowly ghded close under our stern we six men 1n the mr
came o mgh to each other that we mught almost have leaped

1 The bm-compass fs led the t 1l tal beca se wthout ¢ g to th compas
S0 b T Cpa elow €2 m hmself {th e of the
®

e Fa
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from the mast heads of one ship to those of the other, yet
those forlorn looking fishermen, muldly eyeing us as they
passed said not one word to our own look outs, while the
quarter deck hail was beng heard from below

“Ship ahoy* Have ye scen the White Whate?

But as the strange captam leanmng over the pallid bul
warks was 1n the act of putting his trumpet to his mouth 1t
somehow fell from hus hand 1nto the sea and the wind now
rismg amain he n vam strove to make himself heard with
out 1t Meantime his ship was still increasing the distance
between us W hile in vartous silent ways the seamen of the
Pequod were evincing their observance of this omunous
mcident at the first mere mention of the White Whales
name to another ship Ahab for a moment paused 1t almost
seemed as though he would have lowered a boat to board
the stranger had not the threateming wind forbade But
taking advantage of his windward position he agam seized
his trumpet and knowing by her aspect that the stranger
ves el was a Nantucheter and shortly bound home, he
loudly hailed— Ahoy there! This 1s the Pequod bound
round the world! Tell them to address all future letters to
the Tactfic ocean! and this time three years 1f I am not at
home tell them to addre s them to——

At that moment the two wakes were fairly crossed and
iostantly then in accordance with their stngular ways shoals
of small harmless fish that for some days before had been
placidly smimming by our side darted away with what
seemed shuddening fins and ranged themselves fore and aft
with the strangers flanks Though in the course of his
continual voyagings Ahab must often before have noticed a
similar sight yet to any monomantac man the vertest trifles
capticiously carry meanings

Swim away from me do ye? murmured Ahab gazing
over mnto the water There scemed but little 1n the words
but the tone conseyed more of deep helpless sadness than the
insane old man had ever before evinced  But turning to the
steersman who thus far had been holding the ship 1n the
wind to dimum h her headway, he cried out 1n his old hor
voice, = Up helm' Keep her off round the world)’

Round the world! There 13 much 1n that sound to insprre
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proud feelings but whereto does all that vircumnavigation
conduct? Only through numberless pentls to the very pomnt
whence we started where those that we left behind secure,
were all the time before us

Were this norld an endless plain aud by sailing eastward
we could for ever reach new distances and discover sights
more sweet and strange than any Cyclades or Islands of
King Solomon then there were promuse 1n the oyage But
i purswit of those far mysteries we dream of or i tor
mented chase of that demon phantom that some time ot
other, snims before all human hearts while chasing such
over this round globe they etther lead us on 1 barren mazes
or midway Jeave us whelmed

CHAPTER LI
THE GaM

Tus ostensible reason why Ahab did not go on board of
the whaler we had spoken was this  the wind and sea be
tokened storms Dut even had this not been the case he
would not after all perhaps have boarded her—judgmg by
Iis subsequent conduct on similar occasion —if so 1t had
been that by the process of hailing he had obtamed a
negatrvé answer to the question he put For as it even
tually turned out he cared not to consort even for five
minutes with any stranger captan except he could con
tribute some of that 1nformation he so absorbingly sought
But all this ymight remam madequately esttmated were not
something said here of the pecuhar usages of whaling
vessels when meeting each other in foreign seas and
*specially on a common crusing ground

If two strangers crossing the Pine Barrens m New York
State or the equallv desolate Salisbury Plain m England af
casually encountering each other m such mhospitable wilds
these tnam for the life of them cannot well avaid a mutual
salutation and stoppmg for a moment to wterchange the
news and perhaps sittng down for a while and resting m
concert then how much more natural that upon the
flhmtable Pine Barrens and Salisbury Plams of the sea two
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glory about 1t It sometunes ends in uncommon elevati
indeed  but only at the gallows  And beades when a i
1s elevated in that odd fashion, he his no proper l°‘md3u‘2?
for s superior altitude  Hence I conclude that m\w&:‘
ing humsell to be high Lfted abose a whaleman m
as ertion the pirate has no solid basis to stand 00 &
But what 13 a Cam? You might wear out YU “‘:;d
finger runming up and down the columns of dictiopanes "
never find the word Dr Johnson never attamed 10
erudition  Noah Websters ark does not hold 1t \“';
theless this <ame expressive word has now for man )”’1
been in constwt u e among some fifteen thousand ‘;“M
born Yankees Certainly 1t needs a definition and <o "
be incorporated mto the Levicon  iith that view Tet
learnedly define 1t fe
GAM  NouN——d soctal meeting of two (or more) B 1
ships gencralls on a cruising ground when after exch 7
g hadls they cxchange usts by boats crews IR 2
captamns remarmng for the time on board of one ship @
the two chief mates on the other t
There 1s nother little item about Gammung which MY
not be. forgotten here  All professions have their o0 !
peculiinties of detil <o has the whale fishery In 2 Pt
mn of war or slive shup when the captain 1s roved 3@
where 1n hus boat he always sits m the stern sheets O% 2
comfortable sometimes cushioned seat there and °“:g
steers himsell with 1 pretty httle milhner s tiler decorat
with gay cords and ribbons But the whale boat Bas ”:
seat astem no sofa of that sort whatever and no tllef %
all High tmes indeed 1f whaling captaims were whe
about the water on castors hhe gouty old aldermen m P‘“e"f
chairs  And as for 1 tiller the whale boat never admits O
any such efferinicy and therefore as in gammmg 3 o
plete boat s crew must leave the ship and hence as the baat
steerer or harpooneer 15 of the number that subordmste
the steersman upon the occason and the captain D3V
no place to it m 1y pulled off o hu st all standing 1
apine tree  And often you will notice that being conscios®
of the eyes of the whole visible world restmg on him fro®
the sides of the two ships this standing captam 15 21! ahve



THE GAM 237

proud feehngs but whereto does all that circumnavigation
conduct? Only through numberless perils 1o the very pomt
whence we started where those that we left behund secure,
were zll the time before us

Vere this world an endless plain and by sailing exstward
we could for ever reach new distances and discover sights
more sweet and strange than any Cyclades or lslands of
King Solonon, then there were promise 1n the vovage But
m pursmit of those far mysteries we dream of ot in tor
mented chase of that demon phantom that some time or
other, swims before all human hearts while chasing such
over this round globe they esther lead us on 1n basren mazes
or mudway leave us whelmed

CHAPTER LIII
THE GAM

IHE ostensible rez on why Abab did not go on board of
the whaler we had spoken was this  the wind and sea be
tokened storms But even had this not been the case he
swould not after all pethaps have boarded her—judgmg by
his subsequent conduct on smular occasion —if o 1t had
been that by the process of halmg he had obtamed a
negatne answer to the que ton he put For as it even
tually turned out he cared mot to consort esen for five
minutes with any sttanger captamn except he could con
tnibute <gme of that snformation he so absorbinely sought
But ail tis might remamn madequately estunated were not
something sa:id here of the peculiar usages of whahng
vessel, when meeting each other n foreign seas and
“specially on a common Crulsing ground

If two <trangers crossng the Pine Barrens m New York
State or the equallv desolate Salisburv Plamn in England 1f
casually encountering each other 1n such inhospitable wilds
these twam for the life of them cannot well avod a mutual
salutation and stopping for 2 moment to mnterchange the
news and perhaps sttting down for a while and resting 1
concert  then how much more natural that upon the
fllimstable Pine Barrens and Salisbury Plains of the sea two
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whaling ves els descrying each other at the ends of the
earth—off lone Finnings Island or the far away kng’s
M:ills how much more natural T sav that under such ar
cumstances these ships should not only interchange hails,
but come into sl closer more friendly and <ociable contact
And especially would this seem to be a matter of course 11
the ca e of vessels owned in one seaport and whose captatns
officers and not a few of the men are personally known to
each other and con equently have all sort. of dear domestic
things to talk about

For the long absent ship the outward bounder perhaps
has letters on board at any rate she will be sure to let her
have some papers of a date a year or two later than the last
one on her blurred and thumb worn files  And 1n return for
that courtesy the outward bound ship would recenve the
latest whahng intelligence from the crsing ground to which
she m1y be destined a thing of the utmost importance to
her And n degree ll this will hold true concerming whal
g vessels crossing each other s track on the crusing ground
1tself even though they are equally long absent from home
For one of them may have recenved a transfer of letters
from some third and now far remote vessels and some of
tho e letters may be for the people of the ship she now
meets Besides they would exchanse the whaling news and
have an agreeable chat  For not only would they meet with
all the sympathies of smlors but lkewise with all the
peculiar congemalities ansing from a common purswit and
mutually shared privations and perils

Nor would difference of country make any very essential
difference  that 1s so long as both parties speah one
language as 1s the case with Amencans and Enghsh.
Though to be sure from the small number of Enghsh
whalers such meetin s do not very often occur and when
they de occur there 15 too apt to be a sort of shyness between
them for your Enghchman 1s rather reserved and yur
‘VYanhee he does not fancy that sort of thing mn anybody Lt
timself Besides the English whalers sometimes affect a
kind of metropolitan superiority over the American whalers
regardng the long lean Nantucketer with s nondescript
provincialisms as a sort of sea peasant But where this
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superionty 1o the English whaleman does really consist, it
would be hatd to say seeing that the Yankees 1n one day,
collectively %ill more whales than all the English collec
tively in ten years But this 1s a harmless httle foible 1n
the English whale hunters, which the Nantucheter does not
take much to heart probably because he knows that he has
2 few fobles himself

So, then we see that of all ships separately sailing the
sea the whalers have most reason to be sociable—and they
are so W hereas <ome merchant ships croseing each others
wake 1n the mid Atlantic will oftentimes pass on without so
much as a single word of recogmtion mutually cutting each
other on the high seas like a brace of dandies 1n Broadway
and all the time indulging perhtps 1n finical criticsm upon
each other s ng  As for Men-of War when they chance to
meet at sea they first go through such a string of silly
bowings and scrapings such a duching of ensigns that there
does not seem to be much nght-down hearty good will and
brotherly love about 1t at all  As touching Slave ships meet
g why they are in such a prodigious hurry they run
away from each other as soon as possible And as for
Pirates when they chance to cross eack ather s cross bones
the first hail 15— How many skulls? —the same way that
whalers hall-~ How many barrels?  And that question
once answered pirates strarghtway steer apart for they dre
nfernal villamns on both sides and dont hke to see over
much of each other s villanous likenesses

But Jook at the godly honest unostentatious hospitable
sociable free and easy whaler! What does the whaler da
when she meets another whaler i any sort of decent
weather? She hasa Gam a thing so utterly unknown to
all other ships that they never heard of the name even and
if by chance they should hear of 1t they only grnin at 1t
and repeat gamesome stuff about spouters and blubber
boders and such like pretty exclamations W hy it 1s that
all Merchant seamen and also all Pirates and Man-of Wars
men and Slave ship sailors chenish such a scornful feelng
towards Whale ships this 1s a question 1t would be hard to
answer Because m the case of prrates say I should like
to Lnow whether that profession of thewrs has any pecultar

+
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glory about 1t It sometimes ends in uncommon elevatton
indeed but only at the gallows  And besides when a man
15 elevated n that odd fashion he has no proper foundation
for his superior altitude Hence I conclude that in boast
mg himeelf to be high hited above a whaleman n that
as<ertion the pirate has no solid basis to stand on

But what 15 a Gam? You mught wear out your index
finger running up and down the columns of dictionanes and
pever find the word Dr Johnson never attained to that
erudition  Noah Websters ark does not hold 1t Never
theless this same expressive word has now for many years
been 1n constant use among <ome fifteen thousand true
born Yankees Certamnly 1t needs a defimtion and should
be mncorporated mto the Lexicon  With that view let me
learnedly define it

GAM  Noun—d soctal meetsng of tuo (or more) B kale
ships generally on a crmisng ground when after exchang
mg hails thev exchange wusits by boats crens the tro
captamns remavung for the time on board of one skip and
the tuo chief mates on the other

There 15 another little 1tem about Gamming which must
not be forgotten here  All professions have their own hittle
peculiartties of detail so has the whale tishery  In a pirate
man of war or slave ship when the captam 15 rowed any
where m his boat he always sits n the <tern sheets on 2
comfortble sometimes cushioned seat there and often
steers lim elf with a pretty httle mulliner s taller decorated
with gay cords and ribbons  But the whale boat has no
seat astern no <ofa of that ort whatever and no tiller at
all High times ndeed 1f whaling captains were wheeled
about the water on castors Iike gouty old aldermen 1n patent
chars  And as for a tiller the whale boat never admits of
any such effeminacy and therefore as in gamming a com
plete boat s crew must leave the ship and hence as the boat
steerer or harpooneer 1s of the number that subordmnate 1s
the steersman upon the occasion and the captain having
no place to sit 13 13 pulled off o his visit all standing ke
a pine tree And often you wal’ notece that being conscrots
of the eyes of the whole visible world resting on him from
the sides of the two ships, thus standing captain 1s all alive
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to the importance of sustaming his dignity by mamntaming
his legs Nor 1s this any very easy matter for i Ius rear
is the 1mmense projecting steering oar hitting him now and
then 1n the small of his back the after-oar reciprocating by
rapping his knees i front He 15 thus completely wedged
before and belund and can only expand himself sideways
by settling down on his stretched legs but a sudden violent
pitch of the boat will often go far to topple lim becau.e
length of foundation 1s nothing without corresponding
breadth  Merely make a spread angle of two poles and vou
cannot stand them up Then agam 1t would never do m
plain sight of the world s riveted eyes 1t would never do 1
say, for this straddling captain to be <een steadying himself
the shightest particle by catching hold of anything with his
hands “indeed as tohen of his entire buoyant self command
be generally carries his hands 1n hus trowsers pockets but
perhaps being generally very large heavy hands he carrtes
them there for ballast Nevertheless there have occurred
Instances well authenticated ones too where the captam
has been hnown for an uncommonly eritical moment or two
In a sudden squall say—to seize hold of the nearest oars
mans hair and hold on there like grim death

CHAPTER LIV
THE TOWN HOS STORY
(As toud at the Golden Inn)

Tue Cape ot Good Hope and all the watery region rouna
about there 1 much Like some noted four corners of a great
highwey where you meet more travelters than 1n any other
part
Tt was not verv long after spealung the Goney that an
other homeward bound whaleman the Town Ho was en
tountered She was manned 1lmo t wholly by Polynesians
In the short gam that ensued she gave us strong news of
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sword fish had stabbed her gentlemen But the captan
having some unusual reason for beleving that rare good
Tuck awaited him 1 those latitudes and therefore bemg
very averse to quit them and the leak not bewng then con
stdered at all dangerous though indeed they could pot find
it after searching the hold as low down as was possible
m rather heavy weather the ship still continued her cruis-
mngs the manners worhing at the pumps at wide and easy
wtervals but no good luck came more days went by and
not only was the leah yet undiscovered but 1t sensibly m
creased  So much so that now taking some alarm the cap
tam, making all sal stood away for the nearest harbor
among the 1slands there to have his hull hove out and re
parred

¢ Though no small passage was before her yet 1f the com
monest chance favoured he did not at all fear that his
ship would founder by the way because his pumps were
of the best and bemng perodically relieved at them those
six and thirty men of his could easily keep the ship free
never mind af the leak should double on her In truth
well ngh the whole of this passage bemg attended by very
prosperous breezes the Town Ho had all but certanly ar
nived mn perfect safety at her port without the occurrence
of the least fatality had it not been for the brutal over
bearing of Radney the mate a Vineyarder and the bt
terly provohed vengeance of Steelkilt a Lakeman and des-
perado from Buffalo

« Lakeman'—Buffalo! Pray what 15 a Lakeman and
where 1s Buffalo? said Don Sebastian mising 1o hus swing
ng mat of grass

On the eastetn shore of our Lahe Ene Don but—I

crave your courtesy—may be you shall soon hear further of
all thit Now gentlemen mn square sall brgs and three
masted ships well migh as large and stout as any that ever
sailed out of vour old Callao to far Manilla this Lakeman
1n the land locked heart of our America had yet been nur
tured by all those agraran freebooting impres 1ons popu
larly connected with the open ocean For in thew wter
flowing aggregate those grand {resh water seas of ours—
Etie and Ontarto, and Huran, and Superior, and Michigan
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—possess  ocean ke evpansiveness with many of the
ocean’s noblest traits with many of its nmmed varettes of
races and of cles They contain round archipelagoes of
romantic tsles even as the Polvnestan waters do in large
part are shored by tno preat contrasting mations as the
Atlantic 15 they furm k long marntime approaches to otr
numerous territonial caolontes from the East dotted aRt
round therr banks here and there are frowmed upon by
batteries and by the goat itke cragry guns of Jofty Mack

naw they have heard the fleet thunderings of naval
victories at mtervals they yield thew beaches to wild bar

bartans whose red parnted faces ilash from out thewr peltry
wigwams for leagues and leagues are flanked bv ancient
and unentered forests where the gaunt pmes stand hike
serried lines of kings in Gothie genealagres  those same
woods harboring wid Mrc beasts of prey and silken
creatures whose exported furs gne robes to Tartar
Emperors they wurrar the paved capttals of Buflalo and
Cleveland as well 2s Winnebago villages they float alke
the full rigged merchnt ship the armed crwser of the
State the steamer and the beech canoe they are wept by
Borean and dismastine blasts as direful as any that lash the
salted wave thev know what shipwrechs re for out of
sypht of land however inland they hasve drowned ful] many
a mudnight ship with a1l sts shrelung crew  Thus gentle

men though n nlander Steethilt was wild ocean born and
wild ocean nurtured as much of an audacious mirwer as
any  And for Radney though in hus infancy he may have
Ind im down on the lone Nantucket beach to nurse 1t his
maternal sea though m after hfe he had long folloned our
austere Atlantic and your contemplative Pacific yet was
he quite as vengeful and full of social quarrel as the back

woods seaman fresh from the Jantudes of buckhorn handied
Bowie kmives  Yet nas this Vantucketer a man with some
good hearted trasts  and this Lakeman a marner who
though a <ort of devil tndeed mught yet by wmflevble firm

ness only tempered by that common decency of human
recognition which 13 the meanest slave s nght  thus treated

s Steelhalt had long been retammed harmless and docile

At all events, he had proved so thus far but Radnev was



THE TOWN HO S STORY 245

doomed and made mad and Steelhilt—but gentlemen you
shall hear

It was not more than 2 day or two at the furthest after
pomnting her prow for her sland haven that the Town Hos
leak <ecmed agan ncreasing but only so as to require an
hour ot more at the pumps everv day You must know that
10 a settled and envihized ocean like our Atlantic for example
some shippers think little of pumping their whole way acrass
it, though of a still sleepy night should the ofticer of the
deck happen to forget his duty in that respect the prob
abihty would be that he and his shipmates would never
again remember 1t on account of all hands gently subsiding
to the bottom  Nor 1n the solitary and savage seas far from
you to the westnard gentlemen 1s 1t altogether unusual for
ships to heep clanging, at their pump-handles n full chorus
&ven for a voyage of con derable length! that s 1f it ke
along a tolerably accessible coast or if anv other reasonable
retreat 1s afforded them It 1s only when a leaky ves el 1s
n some very out of the way part of those waters some really
landless latitude that her captamn begins to feel a httle
anxious

Much this way had 1t been with the Town Ho so when
her leak was found gaming once more there was i truth
some small concern mamfested by several of her company
especially by Radney the mate He commanded the upper
sails to be well hoisted sheeted home anew and everv way
expinded to the breeze Now this Radney I suppose was
as little of a coward and as little mnclined to any sort of
nervous apprehensiveness touching his own person as any
fearless unthinlang creature on Jand or on sea that you can
comemently 1magme gentlemen Therefore when he be
trayed this solicitude about the safety of the ship some of
the seamen declared that 1t was only on account of his being
a part owner 1n her So when they were worhing that even
mg at the pumps there was on this head no small game-
someness shly going on among them as they stood with
their feet continually overflowed by the ripphng clear
water clear as any mountan spring gentlemen—that
bubbling from the pumps ran across the deck and poured
1tself out 1o steady spouts at the lee scupper holes

' —
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Now as vou well know 1t 1s not seldont the case m thig
comentional world of ours—watery or otherwre that when
a person placed i command over s fellow men finds one
of them to be verv smmficantly tis upenor 1 general pride
of manhood straightway against that man he concenes an
unconquer thle &t lhe o § itte ne s and if he have a chance
ne wil pull down and puherize tnat ubalterns toser
and make a httle heap of dust of it Be thys toncenrt of mine
asit m1y gentlemen 1t 4} events Steelhilt nas a tall and
noble ammal with 1 hewd lhe a Reman <nd a flowing
golden beird hhe the t1s eled housmes of your last viceroy s
sporting charper 2nd 1 brun and a heart and a soul 1m
him gentlen which had made Stecthalt Chartemagne had
he been born nn to € harlemame s father  But Raduey the
mate was u,ly 15 o mule vet 1s hardy as stubborn as
mabcious  He did nct love Steelhilt and Steelhilt hnew 1t

Dspyng the mate drawing ne.r as ke w.s toshing at the
pump with the rest the Lheman affected not to notice him
but unaned went on with his g1y hantertnrs

Aye aye my merrv I3es s a Inehy leak this hold a
cannithm one of ye and lets have a taste By the Lord
1> worth botting' T tell ve what men old Pads mvest
ment toust go for ¥ he had best cut anay his part of the
hull and tow it bome The fart 1« boys that swerd fi h
only began the job hes come hack agun with a gang of
ship-carpenters saw nish and file fish and what nat and
the whole posse of em ar. now hard at work cuttng and
slashing at the bottom mihmng improvements I suppose
If old Rad were here nos Id tell him to jump overboard
and scatter em  They re pityymg the devil with his estate
Y can tell him  But hes a simple old soul~— Rad and 2
beauty too  Boys they sty the rest of hiy p operty 1
mvested m lookmg glasses T wonder if hed give a poor
deul hke me the model of his nose

¢ Damn your eyes! whats that pump stoppmg for?
r.ared Radacy pretending not t> have heard the sailors
talk  Thunder away at st!

Ave aye st aud Steelkift merry as a crichet  Lively
bovs heely pow!  And with that the pump clanged like
fifty fire engines the mep tossed therr hats off to 1t and ere
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long that pecubiar gasping of the lungs was heard which
denotes the fullest tension of hfes utmost energies

Quitting the pump at Tast, with the rest of his band the
Lakeman went forward all panting and sat limself down on
the windlass his face fiery red his eyes bloodshot and
wiping the profuse sweat from his brow  Now what cozen
g fiend 1t was gentlemen, thit posses ed Radney to
meddle with such a man m that corporeally evasperated
state I know not but so 1t happened Intolerably striding
along the decl. the mate commanded hum to get a broom
and sweep down the planks and al o a shovel and remove
ome offenstve matters consequent upon allowing a pig to
Tun 1t farge

Now gentlemen sweeping 2 ships deck at sea 15 a prece
of household work which 1n all times but raging gales 1s
regularly attended to every evening 1t has been known to
be done 1n the case of ships actually foundering at the time
Such gentlemen 1s the infleability of sea usages and the
instinctive Jove of neatness in seamen some of whom
would not willingly drown without first washing therr faces
But i all vessels this broom business 15 the prescriptive
province of the boys if boys there be aboard Besides 1t
was the stronger men 1n the Town Ho that had been divided
mto gangs taking turns at the pumps and beng the most
athletic seaman of them all Steelkult had been regularly
assigned captain of one of the gangs consequently he should
have been freed from any trivial business not connected
with trulv nautical duties such bemng the case with s
comrades I mention all the e particulars so that you may
understand exactly how this affaxr stood between the twe
men

But there was mare than thi  the order about the
shovel was almost as plamnly meant to stng and insult Steel
kilt as though Radney had pat in his face  Any min who
has gone sailor 1n a whale shup will understand this and all
this and daoubtless much more the Laleman fully compre
hended when the mate uttered i, command But as he
sat still for 2 moment and as he steadfastly looked 1nto the
mate s mahgnant eve and perceived the stacks of powder
casks heaped up 1n um and the slow match siently

N
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along towards them as he instinctively saw all ths that
strange forbearance and unwillingness to stir up the deeper
passionateness 1 any already rreful hemg—a repugnance
most felt when fel at all by really valiant men even when
aggnes ed—this ) h feeling ] stale
over Steelhait

Therefore 1 s ordmary tone only a httle broken by
the bodily ext he was dy m he ed
him saving that sseeping the dech was nat hus bustess and
he would not do 1t And then withont at all alluding to the
shovel he pointed to three lads 1s the customary sweepers
who not bemng Inlteted at the pumps had done httle or
nothing alt day  To thy Radney rephed »ith an oath i
a most domineermg and outrageous manner unconditionally
reiterating his commind  meanwlule advanceng upon the
stil seated Lakeman with an unbited cooper s club hammer
which he had snatched from a cash near by

Heated and wrrutated as he was by his spasmodie tonl at
the,pumps tor all his first nameless feeling of forbearance
the sneating Steellalt could but 1l brool this bearmg in the
mate but somehow sull smothering the conflagration within
im without speaksng he remamed doggedly rooted to his
sext till at last the incensed Radney shool the hamme
withm a {ew inches of lus face funoush commanding him
te do his uddimsg

Steelkilt rose and slowly retreauing round the wndiass
steachlv folloned by the mate with his menacing hammer
deliberately repeated lus tntention not to obey  Seewng
howerver that s forbearance had not the shghtest effect
by an awful and unspealable snnmation with s twisted
hand he warned off the foolish and infatuated man but it
was to no purpose  And n this way the tno went once
slewly round the sindlass when resolved at Iast no longer
to retreat bethunhing tum that be had now forborne as
much as comported with his humor the Lakemran paused on
the hatches and thus pohe to the officer

Mr Radney I will not obey you Take that hammer

anay, or look to yourcelf  But the predestinmated mate
coming still clocer to him where the Laleman stood fived
naw shook the heavy hammer within an mch of ks teeth
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had fierahl Tod,

g & stnng of
Retreating not the thousandth part of an nch stabbing him
1n the eye with the unilinching pontard of his glance Steelkilt
clenching fus right hand behind him and creepingly drawing
1t back told his persecutor that U the hammer but grazed
Ius cheek he (Steelhilt) vould murder mm  But gentlemen
the fool had been brinded for the slaughter by the gods
Immediately the hammer touched the cheeh the next
imstant the lower jaw of the mate was stove 1n hus head he
fell on the hatch spouting blood like a whale
Ere the cry could go ait Steelhilt was shaking one of the
back tays leadmg far aloft to where two of his comrades
were standing their mast heads  They were both Canallers
Canallers! cried Don Pedro  We have seen manv
whaleships 1n out harbors but never heard of your Canallets
Pardon * wha and what are they?
¢ Canmalers Don are the hoatmen belonging to our grand
Frie Canal  You must have heard of 1t
Nay Senor hereabouts in this dull warm most lazy
and lk:e’reduary land we know but httle of your vigorous
ort|

Aye? Well then Don refll my cup Your chichas
very fine and ere proceeding further T will tell ye what our
Canaller are for such mformation may throw stde light
upon my story

‘For three hundred and sixty miles gentlemen through
the entire breadth of the state of New York through
numerous populous cities and most thriving villages  through
long dismal uninhabited swamps and affluent cultivated
fields wnrivalled for fertiity by billard room and bar
toom through the holy-of holies of great forests, on Roman
arches over Indian rivers through sun and shade by
happy hearts or brohen tlyough all the wide contrasting
scenery of those moble Mohawh counties and especially
by rows of snow white chapels whose spires stand almost hike
mulestones flows one continual stream of Venetianly corrupt
and often Jawless life  Theres your true Ashantee gentle
men there howl your pagans where you ever find them
next door to you under the long flung shadow and the snug
patromzing lee of churches For by some cunous fatality
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a8 1t 15 often noted of your metropolitan freebooters that
they ever encamp around the halls of justice, so sinners
gentlemen most abound n holiest vicmties

Is that a fair passmg? said Don Pedro, loohing down
wards mnto the cronded plazza with humorous concern

Well for our northern fnend Dame Isabella s Inqust
tion wanes n Luma liughed Don Sebastian  Proceed

enor
A moment! Pudon! cnied another of the company
In the name of all us Limeese I but desire to express to ydu
strsatlor that we have by no means overlooked your dehicacy
m not substituting present Lima for distynt Vemce in your
corrupt comparison  Ok! do not bow and laok surprised
you know the proverb all 1long thns coast— Corrupt as
Lma It but bears out your saymng too churches more
plentiful than biard wbles and for ever open—and
Corrupt as Lama  So too Venice I have been there
the holy aty of the ble ed evanpelist St Mark(—St
Dominie purge st' Your cup! Thanks here I retll now,
you pour out agam’

Freely depicted in his own vocation gentlemen the
Canaller would make a tine dramati. hero <o abundantly
and picturesquely wicked he is Like Mark Antony for days
and days along his green turfed flonery Nale he indolently
floats openl, toying with lus red cheeked Cleopatra nipen
g his apricot thigh upon the sunny deck  But ashore, all
this efferminacy 1s dashed  The brigandish gumse which the
Canaller so proudly sports his slouched and gahy ribboned
hat betoken s grand features A terror to the smiling
wnnocence of the village. through which he floats Ius swart
wvisage and bold wagger are not unshunned m cites  Once
a vagabond on s own canal I have recened pood turns
from one of these Canallers I thank him heartily would
fain be not ungrateful but it 1s often one of the prime
redeerimg qualtties of your man of violence thit at trmes
he has as stiff an 2em to back a paor stranger n a strait as
to plunder a wealthy one  In sum gentlemen what the
wildness of tiis canal hfe s 15 emphatically evinced by
this that our wild whale fishery contains 50 many of its
most fimshed graduates and that scarce any race of min
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kund evcept Sydney men are so mnch dwtrusted by our
whaling captains  Neor does 1t at all dimmish the curions
Tess of this matter that to many thousands of our rural
boys and young men born along its Tine the probationary
Lfe of the Grand Canal furmshes the sole transition between
queetly reapmg i a Chnstn com field and recklessly
Pm‘yg ing the waters of the most barbaric seas
T seel T see! impetuously exclumed Don Iedro spill

g Ing chicha upon Iis sidvers ruffles  No need to travell
The worlds one Lima I had thought naw that at your
temperate North the generations were cold and holy as the

s —But the torv

Ieft off gentlemen where the Lakeman shook the back
stay = Hardly bad he done 50 when he was surrounded by
the three jumior mates and the four harpooneers who all
crowded him to the dech  But shding down the ropes like
baleful comets the two Canallers ryshed into the uproar and
sought to drag thewr man out of 1t towards the forecastle
Otbers of the sailors jomed with them m this attempt and
2 twisted turmail ensued while standing out of harm s way
the valant captain danced up and down with 2 whale pike
caling upon his officers to manhandle that atrocious scoun
drel and .moke him along to the quarter-decl At mntervals
he ran close up to the revolving border of the confusion and
Prying into the heart of 1t with his pike sought to prick out
the obrect of hus resentment But Steelhilt and his des
peradoes were too much for them all they succeeded
gaiming the forecastle deck where hastily slewing about
three or four farge cashs m a lne with the windlass these
sea Panstans entrenched themselves behind the barricade

Come out of that ve pirates! roared the captain now

menacing them with a pustol 1n each hand just brought to
bum by the steward  Come out of that ve cut throats!

Steellilt leaped on the barricade and stnding up and
down there defied the wor t the pistols could do  but gave
the captam to understand distinctly that his (Steelkilt s)
death would be the signal for a murderous mutiny on the
part of all hands Fearmng n his heart lest ths mught prove
but teo true the captamn a httle desisted but stll com **
manded the msurgents mstantly to return to thewr duty

A
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As the Lalemans bare head was just level with the
planks the Captain and his posse leaped the barrcade and
rapudly draming over the shide of the scuttle planted thew
group of hands upon 1t a1d loudly called for the stewnard to
bring the heavy brass padlock belonging to the companion
way Then operung the lide a little the Captamn whispered
something down the crach closed 1t and turned the hey
upon them—ten 1 humber—leaving on deck some twenty
or more who thus far had remained neutral

All mght a wide awahe watch was kept by all the
officers forward nd aft especially about the forecastle
scuttle and fore hatchway at which last place it was feared
the insurgents mmght emerge after breaking through the
bulkhead below But the hours of darkness passed 1n peace
the men who still remained at their duty toiling hard at the
pumps whose chinhing and clanking at mtervals through the
dreary mght dismally resounded through the ship

At sunnise the Captain went forward and knoching on
the deck summoned the prsoners to work but with a yell
they refused Water was then lowered down to them and
a couple of handfuls of biscuit were tossed after it when
agun turming the key upon them and pocketing 1t the
Captam returned to the quarter deck ~Twice every day
for three days tlus was repeated but on the fourth motning
a confused wranghng and then a scufiling was heard as the
customary summons was deltvered and suddenly four men
burst up from the forecastle aymng they were ready to turn
to The fetid tlo eness of the awr and 2 fum hing diet
umted perhaps to ome fears of ultimate retribution had
constramed them to surrender at dicretion  Emboldened
by this the Captain reiterated s demand to the rest but
Steelkilt houted up to lum 4 terrfic hint to stop hus babblin
and betake himaelf where he belonged  On the fifth morn
g three others of the mutineers bolted up mto the arr from
the desperate arms below that sought to restran them Only
three were left

Better turn to, now? said the Captan w th a heartless
Jeer
¢ Shut us up "gamn wil ye! cried Steelbult
Oh certamly sad the Captam ana the hey chicked
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“It was at this pomnt gentlemen, that enraged by the
defectron of seven of his former associates, and stung by the
moching vorce that had last haled lin and maddened by
Ius ong entombment 1n a place as black as the bowels of
despair 1t was then that Steelhilt proposed to the tno
Cantllers thus far apparently of one mind with him to
burst out of therr hole at the next summoning of the garrs
sop and armed with their heen muncing hnnes (long
crescentic heavy implements with a handle at each end)
run a much from the bowsprit to the taffrail and if by any
devilishness of desperation possible  erze the smp  For
imself he would do this he said whether they jomed him
or not That was the last mght he should spend n that
den  But the scheme met with ko opposition on the part of
the other two they swore they were ready for that or for
1ny other mad thing for anything m short but a surrender
And what was more they each nsisted upon being the first
r1an on dech when the time to make the rush should come
But to this their leader as fiercely objected reserving that
prionty for himself particularly as lus two comrades would
not y1e1d the one to the other n the matter and both of
them could not be first for the ladder would but admt one
man at a time  And here gentlemen the foul play of these
miscreants must come out

‘Upon hearing the frantic project of their leader each i
hus own separate soul had suddenly highted 1t would seem
upon the same prece of treachery namely to be the fore-
most 1n brealung out 1n order ta be the first of the three
though the last of the ten to surrender and thereby secure
whatever small chance of pardon stuch conduct might ment
But when Steellult made known his determunation still to
lead them to the last they wn some way by some subtle
chemistryv of villany muxed therr before secret treacheries
together .nd vhen thewr leader fefl into a doze verbally
opened their souls to_each other In three sentences and
bound the leeper with cords and gagged lum with cords
and shrieled out for the Captan at ndmight

Thinhing murder at hand and melling m the dack for
the blood he and all lus armed mates and hirpooneers
rushed for the forecastle In a few minutes the scuttle was
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opened and bound hand and foot the still strugaling ring
leader was shoved up 1to the air by his perfidious alhes
who at once claimed the honor of securing 2 man who had
been fully npe for murder But all these were collared and
dragged along the dech lihe dead cattle and side by side
were seized up into the mizen nzging hhe three quarters
of meat and there they hung till morning ~ Damn ye’ cried
the Captamn pacing to and fro before them the vultures
would not touch ye ye villams!
¢ At sunnise he summoned all hands and separating those
Wwho had rebelled from those who had taken no part in the
mutiny he told the former that he had a good mmd to flog
them all round—thought upon the while he would do <0—
he ought to—justice demanded 1t but for the present con
sidering their timely urrender he would let them go with
a reprimand which he accordingly administered n the
vernacular
* But as for you ye carron rogues turmng to the three
en 1n the ngging— for you I mean to mnce ye up for the
try pots and eang a rope he applied 1t with all his
Tught to the backs of the two traitors till they yelled no
Taore but lifelessly hung their heads sideways as the two
crucified thieves are drawn
¢ My wnst 1s pramed with ye! he cried at last  but
there 15 strll rope enough left for you my fine bantam that
wouldnt give up  Take that gag from his mouth and let
us hear what he can say for him elf
For a moment the exhausted mutineer made a tremulous
motion of s cramped jaws arnd then pamnfully twisting
round his head sud i a wort of hrs What T say 1s thy
~-and mind 1t well—if you flog me I murder you!
Say ye o® then ee buw ye frighten me —and the Cap
tain drew off with the rope to strike
Best not s ed the Lakeman
But T must —and the rope was once more drawn back
for the strole
Steellitt here hissed out something inaudible to all but
the Captan who to the amazement of all hands started
back paced the dech rapdly two or three times and then

Ve o~






THE TOWN HOS STORY 57

adopt this ort of passiveness in thewr conduct he kept huis
own counsel (at least t1ll all was over) concermng hus own
Proper and private resenge upon the man who had stung him
in the ventricles of his heart He was 1 Radney the chief
mate s watch, and as if the mfatuated man sought to run
more than half way to meet hus doom after the scene at the
nigging he insisted agamst the express counsel of the cap
tain upon resuming the head of his watch at mght Upon
this and one or two other circumstances Steellt syste
matically built the plan of his revene

During the night Radney had an unseaman Like way of
sitting on the bulwarks of the quarterdeck and leamng lus
arm upon the gunwale of the boat which was hosted up
there a little above the ships side In this attitude 1t was
well known he sometimes dozed  There was a considerable
vacancy between the boat and the ship and down hetween
this was the sea  Steelhlt calculated his time and found
that his next tnch 1t the helm would come round at twn
oclock 1n the morning of the third day from that m wiich
he had been betrayed At s leisure he employed the
Lntlerval m braiding something very carefully in his watches

elow
¢ What are you making there? said a shipmate
What do you think? what does 1t look lihe?

¢ Like a lanyard for your bag but 1ts an odd one seem
to e’

‘ Yes rather oddish «ad the Lakeman holding 1t at
arm s length before lum  but [ think 1t will answer ~ Ship-
mate T havent enough twine —have you any?

But there was none in the forecastle

Then I must get some from old Rad and he rose to
go aft

You don t mean to go a begging to Zum/ sad a salor

Why not? Do you think he wont do me a turn when
1t's to help humself 1n the end shipmate? and gomng to the
mate he looked at him quietly and asked him for some
twine to mend his hammock It was gnen him-—npeither
twine nor lanyard were seen again_ but the nest mght ar
won ball closely netted partly rolled from the pocket of
the Lakeman s monkey jacket as he was tucking the coat -
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men, a strange fatality pervades the whole career of these
events us 1f verily mapped out befare the world itself was
charted  The mutineer was the bowsman of the mate and
when fast to a fish 1t was his duty to sit next him while
Radney stood up with his fance 1n the prow and haul in or
slachen the line at the word of command  ‘oreover when
the four boats were lowered the mates got the start and
none howled more fiercely with delight thin did Steellilt
as he stramned at his oar After a stiff pull therr harpooneer
got fast and spear i hand Radney sprang to the bow
He w3s always 2 furious man it <eems m a boat  And now
lus bandaged cry was to beach kum on the whale s topmiost
bach  Nothing loath is bowsman hauted him up and up
through a blinding foam that blent two wlitenes.es to-
gether it of 1 udden the boat struck as agawnst a unken
ledge and Leehng over <pilled out the standme mate That
o tant as he fell on the whales hppery back the boat
nghted and was dashed aside by the swell while Radney
was tossed over mto the sea on the other flank of the whale
He struck out through the spray and for an instant was
dinly seen through that vell wildly <eeking to remove him
slIf from the eye of Mloby Dich  But the whale rushed
round m a sudden maelstrom seized the swimmer between
his jaws and reanng high up with him plunged headlong
agamt and went down

Meantime at the first tap of the boats bottom the
Lakeman had lackened the line so as to drop astern from
the whirlpool calmly looking on ke thought his own
thoughts  But a sudden ternfic downward jerhing of the
boat quickly brought hus knife to the hne He cut it and
the whale was free  But at some distance Moby Dich rose
again with some tatters of Radney s red woollen shurt caught
1n the teeth that had destroyed lim  All four boats gave
chase again  but the whale eluded them and finally wholly
disappeared \

In good time the Town Ho reached her port-—a savage
sohitary place—where po civilized creature ressded  There
headed by the Lakeman all but fivd or six of the foremast
men deliberately deserted among the palms  eventually, as

r
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1t turned out, seizing a large double war canoe of the
savages and setting sal for some other harbor
The ship « company being reduced to but a handful the
captain called upon the I<landers to assist him 1 the
labortous bustness of heaving down the ship to stop the leak
But to such unresting vigilance over their dangerous allies
was this small band of wlutes necessitated both by night and
by day and so extreme was the hard work they underwent
that upon the vessel being ready agan for sea they were
1 such a weahened condstion that the captain durst not put
off with them in so heavy a vessel  After taking counsel
with his officers he anchored the ship as far off shore as
posstble loaded 1nd ran out his two cannon from the bows
stacked his mushets on the poop and warmng the
Tslanders not to approach the ship at their penl teok one
man with him and setting the sml of his best whaleboat,
steered straight before the wind for Tahiti five hundred
miles distant to procure a remforcement to his crew
On the fourth day of the sail a large canoe was descnied
which seemed to have touched at a low 1sle of corals He
teered away from 1t but the savage craft bore down on
lim and soon the voice of Steelkilt hailed him to heave to
or he would run him under water The captain presented
e pistol  With one foot on each prow of the yohed war
canoes the Lakeman laughed lum to scorn assurimg him
that 1f the pistol so much as chicked i the lock he would
oury him 1n bubbles and foam
What do you want of me? cried the captain
Vhere are you bound? and for what are you bound?’
demanded Steelkilt no lies
I am bound to Tat: for more men
¢ Very good Let me board you 1 moment—I come 1o
peace  With that be leaped from the cance swam to the
boat, and chimbing the gunwale, stood face to face with the
captamn
¢ ‘Cross your arms sir throw back your head Now,
~epeat after me As soon as Steelhilt leaves me I swear
to beach this boat on yonder wsland and remain there six
days If 1do not may lightmungs strike me!”
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‘A pretty scholar laughed the Lakeman ‘Adios Senor!
and leaping into the sea he swam back to his comrades
Watching the boat til] 1t was farrly beached and drawn
up to the roots of the cocoa nut trees Steelhilt made sail
agan and m due time arnved at Tahiti s own place of
destination  There luch befrended hin  two ships sere
about to .ail for France and were providentiaily i want of
precisely that number of men which the sailor headed They
embarked and <o for ever got the start of therr former
captain had he been at all minded to work them legal
retribution
Some ten days after the French ships sailed the whale
boat arnved and the captamn was farced to enlist some of
the more cvilized Tahitians who had been somewhat used
to the sex  Charterng a small nattve schooner he returned
with them to his vessel and finding all nght there agamn
resumed his crusings
W here Steellult now 1s_gentlemen none know but upon
the 1sland of Nantuchet the widow of Radney still turns to
the sea which refuses to give up its dead still 1n dreams sees
the awful white whale that destroyed him * * *
‘Are you through? said Don Sebastian quietly
I am Don
Then T entreat vou tell me if to the best of your own
convictions this your story s in substance really true? It
15 50 passng wonderful' Ihd you get 1t from an unques
tionable source? Bear with me 1 I seem to press
Also bear with all of us sir satlor for we all jom m
Don Sebastians smt cried the company with exceedin
Interest
Is there a copy of the Holy Evangelists in the Golden
Inn gentlemen®
Nay sard Don Sebastian  but I Anow a worthy priest
near by who will quickly procure one for me T go for it
but are you well advised? this may grow too serious
Wil you be so good as to bring the priest also Don?
Though there are no Auto da Fes in Lima now said
one of the company to another I fear our sailor fnend runs
risks of the archiepiscopacy  Let us withdraw more out of
the moonlght I see no need of this

4
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“ Excu e me for runmng after you Don Sebasttan  but
.y I also beg that you will be particular 1n procuring the
fargest sized Evangelists you ean

* * * *

This 15 the priest he brings you the Evangelists’ sud
Don Sebastian gravely returmng with a tall ard solemn
figure

Let me remove my hat Now venerable priest further
inte the hight and hold the Holy Book before me that I may
touch 1t

So help me Heaven and on my honor the story I have
told ye gentlemen 1s in substance and its great items, true
I know 1t to be true 1t happened on this ball T trod the
ship I knew the crew I have seen and talked with Steel
it since the death of Radney

CHAPTER Lv
OF THE MONSTROUS PICTURES OF WIALES

I suavrL ere long paint to you as well as one can without
canvas something Iihe the true form of the whale as he
actually appears to the eye of the whaleman when mn his
own absolute body the whale 1s moored alongside the whale-
ship so that he can be faily stepped upon there It may be
worth while therefore previously to advert to those curtous
imaginaty portraits of lum which even down to the present
day confidently challenge the faith of the landsman It 15
time to set the world night mn this matter by proving such
pictures of the whale all wrong

It may b that the primal source of all those pictorial
delusions will be found among the oldest Hindoo Egyptian
and Grecian sculptures  For ever since those mventive but
mscrupnlous tmes when on the marble panetlings of

emples the pedestals of statues and on shields medalhions

cups and coms the dolphtn was drawn n scales of chamn
armor Iike Saladins and a helmeted head Iike St Georges,
ever since then has something of the same sort of license
prevailed not only 1n most popular pictures of the whale,
but 1n many scientific presentations of hmm
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Now by all odds, the most ancient extant portrait any
Ways purporting to be the whales 15 to be found in the
famous cavern pagodr of Elephanta i India  The
Brahmuns maimtain that 1n the almost endless sculptures of
that 1mmemorial pagoda all the trades and pursuits every
concenvable avocation of man were prefigured ages before
any of them actually came mnto bemng o wonder then
that 1 ome <ort our noble professton of whaling should
have been there hadowed forth The Hindoo whale referred
to occurs n a separate department of the wall depicting
the incarnation of Vishnu 1n the form of leviathan learnedly
known as the Matse Avatar But though this sculpture 1s
balf man and half whale o as onlv to give the tail of the
latter yet that small ectron of hum 1s all wrong It looks
more like the tapenng of an anaconda than the broad
Palms of the true whale s majestic flukes

But go to the old Galleries and look now at a great
Chnistian pamter s portrait of this fish for he ucceeds no
better than the antediluvian Hindoo It 15 Guido s picture
of Perseus rescuing Andromeda from the sea monster or
whale Where did Gudo get the model of such a strange
Creature as that? Nor does Hogarth 1n painting the same
Scene 1n hi, own Perseus Descending  make out one whit
better The huge corpulence of that Hogarthian monster
undulates on the urface scarcely drawmg one inch of
water It has a sort of hondah on 1ts bach and its dis-
tended tushed mouth into which the billows are rolling
might be taken for the Traitors Gate leading from the
Thames by water mto the Tower Then there are the
Prodromus whales of old Scotch Sibbald and Jonahs
whale as depicted in the prints of old Bibles and the cuts
of old primers What shall be =aid of these®> As for the
book binder s whale winding lihe 2 vine stalk round the
stock of a descending anchor—as stamped and gilded on the
backs and title pages of many books hoth old and new—
that 15 a very picturesque but purely fabulous creature
1mitated I take 1t from the hke figures on antique va es
Though unwersally denommnated a dolphin T nevertheless
call this book binder s fish an attempt at a whale because
1t was o mtended when the device was first introduced Tt
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was introduced by an old Italian publisher somewhere about
the 15th century durng the Revival of Learming, and in
those days and even down to a comparatively late penod
dolphins” were popularly suppo ed to be a species of the
Lewathan
In the vignettes and other embeliishments of some ancient
books you will at times meet with very curious touches at
the whale where all manner of spouts jets deau hot
springs and cold Saratoga and Baden Baden come bubbling
up from his unexhausted bran  In the title page of the
ongmal edition of the Advancement of Learming ' you wll
find some curious whales
But quitting all the.e unprofessional attempts let us
glance at those pictures of leviathan purporting to be sober
scientific delineations by those who know In old Harnss
collection of voyages there are some plates of whales ex
tracted from a Dutch book of voyages A D 1671 entutled
A Whaling Voyage to Spitzbergen 1 the ship Jonas 1n the
Whale Peter Peterson of Imesland master  In onme of
those plates the nhiles hke great rafts of logs are repre
sented Iying among ice i1sles with white bears runming over
their hving backs ~ In another plate the prodigious blunder
is made of representmg the whale with perpendicular flukes
Then again there is an imposing quarto written bv one
Captamn Colnett a Post Captain 1n the Lnglish navy
entitled A Voyage round Cape Horn mto the South Seas
for the purpose of extending the Spermaceti Whale
Fishenes  In this book 15 an outlime purporting to be a
Picture of a Physeter or Spermacet: whale drawn by scale
from one Lilled on the coast of Mevuco August 1793, and
hoisted on deck ' 1 doubt not the captan had this vericious
picture taken for the benefit of his manpes  To mention
but one thing about st let me say that 1t has an eye which
apphed according to the accompanying scale to a full grown
sperm whale would make the eye of that whale a tiow
window some five feet long  Ah my gallant captain why
4d ye not give us Jonah looling out of that eve!
Nor are the most conscientious compilations of Natural
History for the benefit of the young and tender free from
the same hemousness of mustale Look at that popular
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work  Goldsmuths Ammated Nature’ In the abridged
‘LOndon editton of 1807 there are plates of an alleged
“whale’and a narwhale ¥ do not wish to seem nelegant,
but this unsightly whale looks much Like an amputated
sow, and as for the narwhale one ghmpse at 1t 1s enough
1o amaze one that n this nineteenth century such a hippo
gnif could be palmed for genurne upon any itelligent public
of choolbovs

Then again 1 1825 Bernard Germamm Count de
Lacepede 2 great naturahst pubhshed a scientific syste-
mized whale book wherein are several pictures of the
different specses of the Leviathan  All these are not only
incorrect but the picture of the Mpysticetus or Greenland
whale (that 1s to s2y the Right whale) even Scoresbr a
long experienced man as touching that species declares not
to have 1ts counterpart 1n nature

But the placing of the cap sheaf to all this blundening
business was reserved for the scientific Frederck Cuvier
brother to the famous Baron In 1836 he published a
Natural History of Whales 1 which he gives what he calls
2 picture of the Sperm Whale Before showing that picture
to any Nantucketer you had best provide for your summary
retreat from MNantucket In a word Fredench Cuviers
Sperm Whale 1s not a Sperm Whale but a squa b Of
course he never had the benefit of a whaling voyage (such
men seldom have) but whence he derived that picture who
¢an tell> Perhaps he got it a» his scientific predecessor in
the same field De marest got one of his authentic abortions
that 15 from a Chmese drawing And what sort of lively
lads with the pencil those Chinese are many queer cups and
Saucers inform u

As for the sign panters whales seen 1n the streets hanging
over the hops of onl dealers what shall be said of theme
They are generally Richard IIT whales with dromedary
bumps and very avage breakfasting on three or four
wailor tarts that 1s vhaleboats full of rarmers thur
deformities floundering 1n seas of blood and blue pant

But these mamfold mistakes 1n depicting +he whale are
not so very surprismg after all Consider! Most of the
scientific drawings have been taken from the stranded fish »
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Of the Right Whale the best outline pictures are m
Scoresbv but they are drawn on too small a scale to convey
a desirable 1mp ession  He has but one picture of whaling
scenes and this 1s a sad deficiency because 1t 1s by such
pictures only when at all well done, that you can denve
anything like a truthful idea of the lnang whale as seen by
his living hunters

But taken for all n all by far the finest though in some
details not the most correct presentations of whales and
whaling scenes to be anywhere found are two large French
engravings well executed and tahen from paintings by one
Garnery  Respectively they represent attacks on the Sperm
and Right Whale Tn the first engraving a noble Sperm
YWhale 15 depicted m full majesty of might just msen
beneath the boat from the profundities of the ocean and
bearing high 1n the air upon his back the ternific wrech of
the stoven planks The prow of the boat 1s partially un
brohen and 1s drawn just balancing upon the monsters
spine and standing i that prow for that one single mcom
putable fla h of time you behold an oarsman half shrouded
by the incensed boiling spout of the whale and n the act
of leaping asf from a precipice  The action of the whole
thing 13 wonderfully good and true The half emptsed line
tub floats on the whitened sea the wooden poles of the
spilled harpoons obliquely bob 1n 1t the heads of the swim
ming crew are scattered about the whale in contrasting
expres 1ons of affight while 1n the black stormy distance
the ship 1s beaning down upon the scene  Serious fault
might be found with the anatormeal details of this whale
but let that pass since for the life of me I could not draw
s0 good a one

In the sccond engraving the boat 15 1n the act of drawing
alongside the barnacled flank of a large running Right
Whale that rolls hus black weedy bull. in the _ea lihe some
mo sy rock bde from the Patagoman chifs His jets are
erect full and black like soot so that from so abounding 3
smohe 1 the chimney you would think there must be 2
brave supper cooking m the great bowels below  Sea fowls
are pecking at the small crabs shell fish and otber sea
candies and maccarom, which the Right Whale sometimes
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carries on his pestilent bach  And all the while the thick
Iipped leviathan 1s rushing through the deep leaving tons
of tumultuous white curds 1n s wahe and causing the shght
boat to rock 1 the swells like a shiff caught mgh the paddle
wheels of an ocean steamer Thus the fore ground 15 all
raging commotion but behind in admurable artistic con
trast 1s the glassy level of a sea becalmed the drooping
unstarched satls of the powerless ship and the nert mass of
a dead whale a conquered fortress with the flag of capture
]l:\zllly hanging from the whale pole mnserted mnto his spout
ole

Who Garnery the pamnter 1s or was I hnow not  But my
life for 1t he was either practically conversant with his sub
Ject or else marvellously tutored by some expenenced
whaleman The French are the lads for painting action
Go and gaze upon all the paintings of Europe and where
will you find such a gallery of hving and breatbing commo
tion on canvas as In that triumphal hall at Versailles where
the beholder fights his way pell mell through the consecu
tive great battles of France where every sword seems a
flash of the Northern Iights and the successive armed
kings and Fmperors dash by like a charge of crowned
centaurs? Naot wholly unworthy of a place in that gallery
are the e sea battle pieces of Garnery

The natural aptitude of the French for serzing the pictur
esqueness of thing, seems to be peculiarly evinced 1n what
pairtings and engravings they have of their whaling scenes
With not one tenth of England s eperience mn the hshery
and not the thousandth part of that of the Amerncans they
have nevertheless furmshed both nations with the only
finished sketches at all capable of conveymng the real spint
of the whale hunt For the most part the Enghsh and
American whale draughtsmen seem entirely content with
presenting the mechamecal outhine of thing such as the
vacant profile of the whale which so far as picturesque
ness of effect 15 concerned 15 about tantamount to shetchmg
the profile of a pyramid Fven Scoresby the justly re
nowned Right whaleman after giving us a stiff full length
of the Greenland whale and three or four dehcate mima
tures of narwhales and porpoises treats us to a series of L,
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clas 1cal engravings of boat hooks thopping hmves, snd
grapnels and wath the microscopc diligence of a Leuwen
hoech sub mits to the in pection of a shivering world mnety
six fac sumiles of magmfied Arctic snow crystals I mean
o disparagement to the excellent voyager (I honor hum for
a2 veteran) butn o important a matter 1t was certamly an
oversight not to have procured for every crystal a sworn
affidavit taken before a Greenland Justice of the Feace

In addition to those fine engravings from Garnety there
are tno other French engravings worthy of note by some
one who subsertbes humself H Durand  One of them
though not precisely wdapted to our present purpose, never
theless deserves mention on other accounts It 13 a quiet
noon scene among the isles of the Patific a French whaler
anchored inshore in a calm and lazily taking water on
board the loosened sails of the ship and the fong leaves of
the palms in the background both drooping together n the
breezeless arr  The effect 18 very fine when couudered with
reference to 1ts presenting the hardy fishermen under one of
thewr few aspects of oriental repose  The other engraving 13
quite a different affawr  the ship hove to upon the open sea
and 1n the very heart of the Leviathanic ife with a Right
Whale alongside the vessel (in the act of cutting ) hove
over to the monster as if 10 a quay and a boat, hurredly
pushing off from this cene of activity, 15 about gwing
chase to whales 1n the distance The harpoons and lances
le levelled for u e three oirsmen ave just setting the mast
i its hole while from a sudden roll of the .ea the litle
craft stands half erect out of the water lLike a rearing horse
From that ship the smoke of the torments of the boing
whale 15 gomg up blhe the smoke over a village of smthies
and to windward 2 black cloud nsing up with earnest of
squafls and rams eems to qucken the actiity of the
exaited seamen



WHALES VARIOUSLY REPRESENTED 271
CHAPTER LVII

OF WHALES IN PAINT IN TEETH IN %0OD, IN SHEET IRON,
IN STONE IN MOUNTAINS IN STARS

O~ Tower hill as you go down to the London dacks you
may have seen 2 crippled beggar (or kedger as the sailors
say) holding a painted board before him representing the
tragic scene 1n which he lost is leg  There are three whales
ang three boats and one of the boats (presumed to contam
the musing leg 1n all 1ts original integrity ) 1> being erunched
by the jaws of the foremost whale Any tmme these ten
years they tell me has that man held up that picture and
exubited that stump to an mncredulous world  But the time
of his justification has now come His three whales are as
good whales as were ever published in Wapping at any
rate, and his stump as unquestionable a stump as any you
will find m the western clearngs But though for ever
mounted on that stump never a stump speech does the poor
whaleman make but with downcast eyes stands ruefully

ing his own

‘Throughout the Pacific and also in Nantucket and New
Bedford and Sag Harbor you will come across hyely
shetches of whales and whaling scenes graven by the fisher
men themselves on Sperm Whale teeth or ladies busks
wrought out of the Right Whale bone and other like
skrim shander articles as the whalemen call the numerous
Iittle ingenious contrivances they elaborately carve out of
the rough matenal m their hours of ocean lesure  Some
of them have httle boxes of dentistical looking 1mplements,
specrally intended for the shrimshandermg busimess  But,
1 general they toil wath their jack kmives alone and with
that almost omnipotent tool of the sailor they will turn you
out anything you please 1 the way of a marmner s fancy

Long eule fram Christendom and cvilization mewitably
Testores 4 man to that condition 1n which God placed him
¢ ¢ what 15 called savagery Your true whale hunter 1s as
much a savage as an Iroquois I myself am < savage own
mg no allegiance but to the King of the Canmbals and
ready at any mament to rebel aganst him

p— o
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Now one of the peculiar charactenstics of the savage 1
s domestic hours 1s Tus wonderful patience of mdustry
An ancient Hawanan war-club or spear paddle 1 s full
multiphicity and elaboration of carving 1s as great a trophy
of human perseverance 15 a Latm levicon Tor, with but &
it of broken sea shell or a sharks tooth that miraculous
mtricacy of wooden net work. has been achieved and it has
cost steady years of steady apphcation

A with the Hawauan savage so with the white sailor
savage With the same mariellous patience and with the
same single shark s tooth of s one poor jach hmife he
will carve you a bit of bone sculpture not quite as workman
Iihe but 1s close packed m its mazmess of desyn as the
Grech swage Achilles’s shield and full of barbanc spint
and suggestiveness as the prints of that fine Dutch savage,
Albert Durer

Wooden whales or whales cut sn profile out of the small
darl slabs of the noble South Sra war wood are frequently
met with m the forecastles of Amencan whalers Some of
them are done with much accuracy

At some old gable roofed country houses you will see
brass + hales hung by the tail for hnockers to the road side
door When the porter 13 sleepy the anvil headed whale
would be best But these Lnothing whales are eldom
remarhable as fathfu) essavs  On the spives of some old
fashioned churches you will see sheet ron whales placed
there for weather cocks but they are <o elevated and
besides that are to all intents and purposes <o labelled with

Hands off/ yon cannot examune them closely enoush to
decide upon thewr merit

In bony ribby regions of the earth where at the base of
high broken chffs masses of rock he strewn 1 fantastic
groupmgs upan the plamn you will often discover images as
of the petnified forms of the Leviathan partly merged it
grass which of a windy day breaks aganst them m a2 surf
of green surges

“Then again 1n mountainous countries where the traveller
18 1ty firdled by rical heights here and
there from some lucky pomnt of view jou will catch passing
ghmpses of the profiles of whales defined along the undula
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ting ndges  But you must be a thorough whaleman to see
these sights and not only that but if you wish to return to
such a sight agam you must be sure and take the exact
intersecting latitude and longtitude of jour first stand point
else so chance hike are such ob ervations o1 the hills that
your precise prevtous tand point would require a laborios
re-dicovery lie the Soloma iclands which tll remamn
tneogmita  though once lngh rufiled Mendanna trod therr
and old Figuera chronicled them

Nor when expandingly hited by your subject can you
fall to trace out great whales mn the starry heavens and
boats 1n purswt of them as when long filled with thought
of war the Eastern nations saw armmes locked m battle
among the clouds Thus at the North have I chased Lewt
athan round and round the Pole with the revolutions of the
bright pomts that first defined him to me  And beneath the
effulgent Antarctic shies I have boarded the Argo Navis and
Jomned the chase aganst the starry Cetus far beyond the
utmost stretch of Hydrus and the Fly ng Fish

With a fnigates anchors for my bridle bitts and fasces
of harpoons for spurs would I could mount that whale and
leap the topmost Lies to ee whether the fabled heavens
with all therr countle-s tents really lie encaraped beyond my
mortal s ht!

CHAPTER LVIII
BRIT

SteERING morth-eastward from the Crozetts we fell 1
with va_t meadows of brit the minate yellow substance
upon which the Right W\ hale largely feeds  For leagues and
leazues 1t undulated round us so that we seemed to be
.atling through boundless fields of ripe and golden wheat

On the econd day numbers of Right Whales were _een
who secure from the attack of a Sperm Whaler like the
Pequod vith open jaws luggishly swam through the brit
which adhering to the fringing fibres of that wondrous
Venetan blind in ther mouths was in that manner separated
from the water that e.caped at the lips

— i
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As mormng mowers who side by side slowly and seeth
ingly advance their scythes through the long wet grass of
marshy meads even so these monsters swam, making a
strange 7rassy cutting sound and leaving behund them
=ndless swaths of blue upon the yellow sea *

But 1t was only the sound they made as they parted the
brit which at all reminded one of mowers Seen from the
mast heads especially when they paused and were stationary
for a while their vast blach forms looked more like hifeless
mas.e of rock than anything else And as in the great
hunting countries of India the stranger at a distance wll
sometimes pass on the plamns recumbent elephants without
Lnowing them to be such tahing them for bare blackened
elevations of the soil even so often with hun who for the
first time beholds this species of the leviathans of the sea
And even when recognized at last their d
renders 1t very hard really to believe that such bulky masses
of overgrowth can possibly be mstinct m all parts with the
same sort of life that lives in a dog or a horse

Indeed 1n other respcts you can hardly regard any
creatures of the deep with the same feelings that you do
those of the shore For though some old naturalists have
maimtained that all creatures of the land are of therr hind
m the sea and though taling a broad general view of fhe
thing this may very well be vet commg to pecialites,
where for example does the ocean furm h any fish that m
disposition answers to the sagacious hindness of the dog?
The accursed shark alone can 1n any genenc respect be smd
fo bear comparitive anilogy to him

But though to landsmen n general the patne inhabt
tants of the seas have ever been regarded with emotions
unspeahably un octal and repellng though we know the
sea to be an everlasting terra incognita so that Columbus
satled over numberless unknown worlds to discover s one
superficial western one though by vast odds the most
ternfic of all mortal disasters have immemonally and ndis-

1 Thatp t fthesea k
barthatnm asth B k
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ctimmnately befallen tens and hundreds of thousands of those
who have gone upon the waters though but 2 moment s
censtderation will teach that however baby man may brag
of his science and shill and however much, 1n 2 flattering
future that scsence and shill may augment vet for ever
and for ever, to the crach of doom the sea will wnsult and
murder him and pulverze the stateliest stiffest fngste he
can make, nevertheless by the continual repetition of these
Vvery impressions man has lost that <ense of the full awful
ness of the sea which abonigmally belongs to 1t

The first boat we read of floated on an ocean that with
Fortuguese vengeance had whelmed a whole world withou
Ieaving so much as a widow That same ocean rolls now,
that same ocean destroyed the wrecked ships of last year
Yea foolish mortals Noah s flood 15 not yet subsided ~ two
thirds of the fair world 1t yet covers

Viheremn duffer the sea and the land that a miracle upon
one 15 not a miracle upon the other? Preternatural terrors
rested upon the Hebrews when under the feet of horah and
his company the live ground opened and swallowed them
up for ever yet not a modern sun ever sets but m precisely
the same manner the live sea swallows up ships and crews

But not only 1s the sea such a foe to man who 15 an
alen to 1t but 1t 15 also a fiend to 1ts own off spring  worse
than the Persian host who murdered his own guests sparing
not the creatures which 1t elf hath pawned Like 2 savage
tigress that tossing 1n the jungle overlays her own cubs so
the sea dashes even the mightiest whales agamst the rocks
and leaves them there side by side with the split wrechs of
ships  No mercy no power but 1ts own controls it Pant
ng and snorting ke a mad battle steed that has lost its
nder the masterless ocean overruns the globe

Consider the subtleness of the sea how 1ts most dreaded
creatures ghde under water unapparent for the most part
and treachergusly hidden beneath the lovehest tints of azure
Consider also the devalish brilliance and beauty of many of
1ts most remorseless trihes as the dainty embeilished shape
of many species of sharks Consider once more the
universal canmbalism of the sea all whose creatures prey
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upon each otner, carrymg on eternal war since the world
pegan

Conmder all this and then turn to this green, gentle, aod
aost docile earth consider them both the sez and the land,
and do you not find a strange analogy to something 1n your
nelf? For as this appalling ocean surrounds the verdant
and so 1n the soul of man there les one insular Taht full
of peace and joy but encompissed by all the horrors of the
half known life  God Leep thee! Push not off from that
isle thou canst never return!

CHAPTER LIX
SQUID

Srowry wading through the meadows of bt the Pequod
«t1ll held on her way north eastward towards the ssland of
fava a gentle air impeliing her keel so that in the surround
ing seremty her three tall tapering masts mildly waved to
that langwid breeze as three mild palms on a plan  And
stll at wide mntervals in the silvery mght the lonely allur
g Jet would be seen

But one transparent blue morning when a stillness almost
preternatural spread over the sea however unattended with
any stagnant calm  when the long burmished sun glade on
the waters seemed a golden finger laxd across them en
jomng ome secrecy when the slhippered waves whispered
together as they softly ran on 1n this profound hush of
the visible sphere a strange spectre was seen by Daggoo
from the main mast head

In the distance a great white mass lazily rose, and nsing
higher and higher and distentangling atself from the azure
at last gleamed before our prow like a snow shide, new shid
from the hills Thu, ghstening for a moment as slowly 1t
subsided and sanh  Then once more arose and silently
gleamed It seemed not a whale and yet 15 this Moby
Dick? thought Daggoo  Agan the phantom went down
hut on re appearing once more, with a stiletto like cry that
startled every man from his nod the negro yelled out—
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~There' there agun! there she breaches! right ahead! The
White Whale the Winte Whale!

Upon this the seamen rushed to the yard arms as 1n
swarnung time the bees rush to the boughs Bare headed
1n the sultry sun Ahab stood on the bowsprit and with cne
hand pu hed far behuind 1 readiness to wave hus orders to
the helmsman cast hus eager glance mn the direction ndi
cated aloft by the outstretched motionless arm of Daggoo

Whether the flitttng attendance of the one sull and solitary
Jet had gradually worked upon Ahab so that he was now
prepared to connect the wdeas of suldness and repose with
the first sight of the particular whale he pursued however
this was or whether his eagerness betrayed um whichever
way 1t might have been no sooner did he distinctly percenve
the white mass than with a quick mtepsity he wstantly
gave orders for lowering

The four boats were soon on the water Ahabs i ad
vance and all smiftly pulling towards therr prey Soon it
went down and while with oars suspended we were await
mg 1ts reappearance lo! in the same spot where it sank once
more 1t slowly rose  Almost forgetting for the moment all
thoughts of Moby Dick we now gazed at the most won
drous phenomenon which the secret sea have hitherto re
vealed to mankind A vast pulpy mass furlongs in length
and breadth of 1 glanting cream-Color lay floating, on the
water nnumerable long arms radiating from 1ts centre
and curling and twistiog bhe 2 nest of anaondas as if
blindly to catch at any hapless object withn reach No
perceptible face or front did 1t have no concenvable token
of either <ensation or instinct but undulated there on the
billows an unearthly formless chance hke appantion of

ife

As with 2 low sucking sound 1t slowly disappeared agan
Starbucl. still gazing at the agitated waters where 1t had
sunk with 2 wild voice exclaimed— Almost rather had I
seen Moby Dick and fought him than to have seen thee
thou white ghost!

What was it Sir? said Flask

*The great live .qud which they say few whale ships

ever beheld and returned to therr ports to tell of it

o
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But Ahib said nothing, turmng his boat he smled back
to the vesse' the rest as silenily followmg

W hatever the sperm ) m general
have connected with the sight of tlus object certam it is
that a ghmp e of 1t being so very wnusual that crcum
stance tas gobe far to umvest it with portentonsness So
rarely 15 1t beheld that though one and «}f of them declire
it to be the largest ammated thing i the ocedn jet very
few of them have any but the most vague 1deas concern
mg 1ts true nature and form notwithstandng they believe
1t to furm b to the sperm whale his only food  For though
other spectes of whales find their food abave water and may
9e seen by man i the act of feeding the spermacets whale
obtams his whale {ood 12 vnknown zones below the surface,
and only by inference 1s 1t that any one can tell of what
precisely that food consists At nmes when closely pur
sted he wull disgorge what are upposed to be the detached
arms of the squd ~ ome of them thu exhibited exceeding
twenty and thiety feet 1 length  They fancy that the
monster to Which these arms belonged ordimanly clings
by them to the bed of the ocean and that the sperm v hale
unhhe other Species 1s supplied with teeth m order to at
tach and tear 1t

There eems some ground to mmagme thit the great
hraken of Bishop Pontoppodan may ultimately tesolse it
seif into Squid  Tle manner 1n which the Bishop describes
1% as alternately rimng and smhing with some other par
ticulars he narrates in all ths the two correspond  But
such abatétrent 1s necessary with respect to the mcredi
‘e bulk ke assigns 1t

By ome vaturabsts who have vaguely heard rumors
of the mysterious creature here spohen of 1t 1s wcluded
among the class of cuttle fish to which mdeed 1n certain
external respects 1t would seem 1o belong but only as the
Anal. of the tnbe
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CHAPTER I\

THE LINE

Wiri reference to the whaling scene shortly to he de-
seribed as well as for the better understanding of all similar
scenes elsewhere presented I have here to speak of the
magical sometimes horrible whale line

The Line originally used 1n the fishery was of the best
hemp lightly vapored with tar not mpregnated with 1t,
as 1 the case of ordinary ropes for while tar as ordinanly
used makes the hemp more pliable to the rope maker and
also renders the rope itself more convement to the sailor
for common ship use yet not only would the ordinary
quantity too much stiffen the whale lime for the close coil
ng to which 1t must be subjected but as most seamen
are beginming to learn tar in general by no means adds
to the ropes durability or strength however much 1t may
give 1t compactness and gloss

Of late years the Mamilla rope has m the Amercan
fishery almost entirely susperseded hemp as a matenal for
whale ines  for though not o durable as hemp 1t 1s
stronger and far more soft and elastic and I will add
(since there 1s an sthetics 1 all things) 1s much more
handsome and becoming to the boat than hemp Hemp 1s
a dushy dark fellow a sort of Indian but Mamlla 1s as
a golden haired Circassian to behold

The whale line 1s only two thirds of an inch in thick
ness At first sight you would not think 1t so strong as
1t really 15 By espeniment 1its one and fifty yarns wall
each suspend a weight of one hundred and twenty pounds
so that the whole rope will bear a stran nearly equal to
three tons In length the common sperm whale hine meas
ures something over two hundred fathoms Towards the
stern of the boat 1t 1s sprrally coilled away n the tub
not Iike the worm pipe of a stil though but so as to form
one round cheese-shaped mass of densely bedded sheaves
or layers of concentric spiralizations without any hollow
but the heart or munute vertical tube formed at the axis
of the cheese As the least tangle or hink 1n the coiling
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would 1n runming out nfallibly take somebody s arm leg
or entire body off the utmost prevantion 3s used i stowing
the line tn tts tub  Some harpooneers will consume aimost
an entire mormng m this busmess, earrymng the hine high
aloft and then reeving 1t downwards through a bloch towards
the tub o as 10 the act of calling to free 1t from all pos
sible wrmkles and twists

In the Enghsh boats two tubs are used mstead of one
the same hine bemng conttnuously coiled 1 both tubs There
1s ome advantsge 1n this because these tun tubs bewng so
small they fit more readily mto the boat and do not stramn
it so much whereas the Amecwcan tub nearly three feet
fn dameter and of proportionate depth males a rather
bihy freght for a craft whose planks are but one half
wch 1 thicknes  for the bottom of the whale boat 15 ke
critical we which wiil bear up a considerable distributed
veight but net very much of a concentrated one When
the painted canvas cover 1s tlapped on the Amencan tub
Line the boat locks as if 1t were pulling off with a prodigrons
greqt wedding cake to pre ent to the whales

Both ends of the hne are exposed the lower end ter
mouating 1 an eye <phice or loop comng up from the
bottom azainst the de of the tub and hammng over its
edge completely dwsengaged fram ererythung  Ths atrange
ment of the lower end 15 necessary on two accounts  Frrst
In order to facihtite the fastermng to it of an additional
line from 1 neighboring boat i ca e the stmchen whale
should ound <o deep as to threaten to carry off the entire
Ime ¢ 1gmnlly attached to the harpoon  In these mstance”
the whale of course 1s histed hike a mue of ale as it were
from the one boat to the ather though the first bort al
ways hovers at hand to assist 1ts consort  Second This ar
rangement s mdispencable for common safety s wake for
were the lower end of the line m any way attached to
the bogt and sere the whale then ta run the Iine out to
the end alma t 1n 2 ungle  makung nunute a5 he sometimes
does he would not stop there for the doomed boat would
wfalhible be dragged down after him into the profundity
of the sea wnd 1n that case no town-crier yould ever find
ber agamn
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Before lowering the boat for the chase the upper end of
the lme 1s talen aft from the tub and passing round the
loggerhead there 1s agam carried forward the entire length
of the boat resting crosswise upon the loom or handle of
every mans oar so that 1t jogs agamnst his wost 1n rowing
and also passing between the men as they alternately st at
the opposite gunwales to the leaded chochs or grooves in the
extreme pomnted prow of the boat where a wooden pin or
shewer the sive of 2 common squtll prevents 1t from slipping
out From the chocks 1t hangs n a shght festoon over
the bows and 1s then passed mnside the hoat agan and
some ten or twenty fathoms (called box line) being coiled
upon the box mn the bows it continues 1ts way to the gun
wale stll a httle further aft and 1s then attached to the
short warp—the rope wiich 1s immediatelv connected with
the harpoon but previous to that conmexion the short
warp goes through sundry mystifications too tedious to

etail

Thus the whale lme folds the whole boat 1m 1ts com
phicated coils twisting and wrthing around 1t 1 almost
every direction  All the carsmen are wmvolved 10 1ts perl
oys contortions  so that to the timid eye of the landsman
they seem as Indian jugglers with the deadhest snakes
sportively festoonmg their imbs  Nor can any son of
mortal woman for the first time seat humself amd those
bempen 1ntricactes and while straimng i, utmost at the
oar bethink him that at any unknown imstant the harpoon
may be darted and all these horrible contortions be put in
play hle nnged hghtnings be cannot be thus circum
stanced without a shudder that makes the very marrow m
Tus bones to quiver 1 hin like 2 haken jelly “Yet habit—
strange thing! what cannot habit accomplish?—Gayer sal
lies more merry murth better jokes and brighter repartees
you never heard over your mahogany than you Will hear
over the half inch white cedar of the whale boat when thus
hung 1 hangmans nooses and bke the six burghers of
Calars before hung, Edward the six men composing the
crew pull mnto the jaws of death with a halter around every
neck as you may say

Perhaps « very httle thought wall now enable you to

e Vs
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harpoon in the bow of his howsted boat “then you quick
see him parm whale

The next day was exceedingly still and sultry and with
hothing spectal to engage them the Pequods crew could
hardly reist the <pell of sleep mnduced by such a vacant
sea  For this part of the Indian Ocean through which we
then were voyaging 15 not what whalemen call a hvely
ground that 15 1t affords fewer ghmpses of porpomses
dolphins, flying fish and other vivacious demzens of more
sturing waters than those off the Rio de la Plata or the
1n share ground off Peru

It was my turn to stand at the foremast head and
‘with my shoulders leaming agamst the slackened royal
shrouds to and fro I 1dly swayed m what seemed an en
chanted air  No resolution could wnthstand 3t m that
dreamy mood losing all conscrousness at last my soul went
out of my body though my body still continued to sway
as a pendulum will long after the power which fir t moved
1t 15 withdrawn

Ere forgetfulness altogether came over me I had noticed
that the eamen at the main and mizzen mast heads were
already drowsy So that at last all three of us lfelessly
Swung from the spars and for every swing that swe made
there was a nod from below from the slumbering helmsman
The waves too nodded thewr indolent crests and across
the wide trance of the <ea east nodded to west and the
~un over all

Suddenly bubbles <eemed bursting beneath my closed
eyes lihe vices my hands grasped the shrouds ome m
Visible gracious agency preserved me with a shock 1 came
back to life  And Jo' close under our lee not forty fathoms
off a gigantic Sperm Vhale lay rolling m the water Tike
the capstzed hull of a frigate his broad glossy back of
an Ethiopian bue ghstening m the suns rays hke a murror
But lazily undulating 1n the trough of the sea and ever
and anon tranquily spouting lus vapory Jet the whale
looked like a portly burgher smoking his pipe of a warm
afternoon  But that pipe poor whale was thy last  As
1f struck by ome enchanters wand the sleepy ship and
every sleeper m 1t all at once started mnto wakefulness

¥
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and more than a score of voices from all parts of the vessel
sumultaneously with the three notes from aloft, shouted forth
the accustomed cry, as the great fish slowly and regularly
spouted the sparkling brine mnto the air
Clear anay the boats! Luff! ’ cried Ahab  And obey
g his own order he dashed the helm down before the
helmsman could handle the spokes
The sudden exclamations of the crew must have alarmed
the whale and ere the boats were down majestically tum
mg he swam away to the leeward but with such a steady
tranquinty and aking so few ripples as be swam that
thinking after all he might not as yet be alarmed Ahab
gave orders that not an oar should be used and no man
must speak but i whispers  So seated hike Oatarte Induang
on the gunwales of the boats we swftly but silently paddled
along the calm pot admusting of the noiselecs sails bemg
set  Presently as we thus ghded in chase the monster per
pendicularly fhtted his tml forty feet mto the ar and
then sank out of sight Like a tower swallowed up
There go fluhes' was the cry an announcement im
mediately followed by Stubbs producing bis match and
gmting s pipe, for now a re pite was granted  After the
full mterval of his sounding had elpsed the whale ros.
agamn and bemng pow m advance of the smoher » boat and
much nearer to it than to any of the others Stubb counted
upon the honor of the capture It was obvious now, that
the whale had at length become aware of s pursuers  All
lence of cautioueness was therefore mo loner of use
Paddles were dropped and oars came loudly into play
And sull puffing at b pipe Stubb cheered on hs crew
to the assault
Yes a mughty change had come over the nsh  All alive
to us jeopardy hewas going head out  that part obliquely
projecting from the mad yea t which he breved
Start her start her my men! Dont hurry sourselves
Tlewlibes n some therplce { hata ry bt substan ¢ the ntre
d b ts ) oo r ty il
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mas e t byt tom th yatps buthm 5 fhi wih e b
levtes tmthe  3d n o ubly doe sowhag gach utmost peed
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take plenty of time—but start her start her like thunder
claps thats all cried Stubb spluttering out the smoke
as he spohe  Start her now gie em the long and strong
stroke Tashtego  Start her, Tash my boy-—start her all,
but keep cool Leep cool—cucumbers 1s the word—easy
easy—only start her like grum death and gnnming devils and
rane the buried dead perpendicular out of their graves,
boys—thats all  Stare her!

Woo hao! Wia hee! screamed the Gay Header i reply,
raising some old war whoop to the shies as every oarsman
in the stramed boat tnvoluntanly bounced forward with the
one tremendous leading strohe which the eager Indian gave

But his wild screams were answered by others quite as
wild  heehee! Keehee! yelled Dagroo straming for
wards and bachwards on his seat lLike a pacing tiger
his cage

‘ha la! hooloo! howled Queequeg as if smacking his
Iips over 2 mouthful of Grenadiers steak  And thus with
oars and yells the heels cut the sea Meanwhile Stubb,
Tetaining hus place n the van stll encouraged his men to
the onset, all the while puffing the smohe from his mouth
Like desperadoes they tugged and they stramned till the
welcome cty was heard— Stand up Tashtego'—give 1t to
him!  The harpoon was hurled  Stern alll  The oars
men backed water the same moment somethtng went hot
and hissmg along every one of their wrists It was the
magical ine  An mstant before Stubb had swaftly caught
two additional turns with 1t round the loggerhead whence,
by reason of 1ts increased rapid circlings a hempen blue
smoke now jetted up and mingled with the steady fumes
from Ins pipe  As the lime passed round and round the
loggerhead o alse just before reaching that pomnt
1t blistern ]y pased through and through both of
Stubbs hands from which the hand cloths or squares
of quilted canvas ometimes worn at these tmes had ac
cidentally dropped It was lhe holding an enemy s sharp
two edged sword by the blade and that enemy all the time
striving to wrest 1t out of your clutch

Wet the line! wet the line!  cried Stubb to the tub oars ~”
man (him eated by the tub) who natching off his ¢
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dashed seq Water intg y 1 More turng were taken s yhay
the hine began holding 15 Place  Tpe boat now fley, through
the boiling water hike 5 shark, ajf fing Stubb ang Tashtego

€re changed Plates—stem for stern-—g Staggering, bustness
truly 1n that rockmg Commotion
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man, as at every dart hauling 1o upon his crooked lance
(by the Jne attached to 1t), Stubb straighter=d it agam and
agam by a few rapid blows agamst the gunwale, then agaw
and again sent 1t mto the whale

‘ Pull up—pull up! he now cried to the bowsman at
the waning whale relaxed 1n his wrath  Pull upl—close
to' and the boat ranged along the fishs flank When
reaching far over the bow Stubb slowly churned lus long
sharp lance into the fish and kept 1t there carefully churn
ing and churning as 1f cautiously seeking to feel after some
gold watch that the whale might have swallowed and which
he was fearful of breaking ere he could hook 1t out Bui
that gold watch he sought was the innermost life of the fish
And now 1t 1s struck for starting from his trance mto that
unspeakable thing called lus flurry  the monster horribly
wallowed 1n his blood overwrapped hrmself 1 1mpenetrable
mad boiling pray so that the impenilled craft mstantly
dropping astern had much ado blindly to truggle out from
that phrensied twilight mto the clear air of the day

And now abating m hiy fluery the whale once more rotled
out mto view! surging from side to side spasmodically
dilating 1nd contracting his spout hole with sharp cracking
agomized Tespirations At last gush after gush of clotted
red gore as if 1t had been the purple lees of red wime shot
into the {riehted ar and falling back agamn ran dripping
guwn his mationless flanks mnto the sea His beart had

urst!

Hes dead Mr Stubb said Daggoo
Yes both pipes smoked out! and withdrawing his

own from his mouth Stubb <cattered the dead ashes over
the water and for a moment stood thoughtfully eyemg
the vast corpse he had made

CHAPTER LX}II
THE DART
A worp concerming an jncident 10 the last chapter

According, to the invarsable usage of the fishery tF
whale boat pustes off from the slup wath the }
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stay i the bows from firct to last he should both dart
the harpoon and the lance and no rowing whatever should
be expected of hum, except under circumstances obvious to
any fisherman I know that this would sometimes mvolve
a shght loss of speed 1n the chase but long experience m
various whalemen of more than ene nation has convinced
me that 1n the vast majority of farlures 1n the fishety 1t
Eas not bv any means been so much the speed of the whale
as the before described ethaustion of the harpooneer that
has cay ed them

To 1nsure the greatest efficiency n the dart the harpoon
eers of this world must start to their feet from out of 1dle
ness, and not from out of toil

CHAPTER 1IXIII
THYL CROTCH

Our of the trunk the branches grow out of them the
twigs  So i productive subjects, grow the chapters

The cro ch aliuded to on a previous page deserves inde
pendent mention It 15 a notched stick of a pecultar form
some two feet 1n length which 15 perpendicularly m erted
mto the starboard gunwale near the bow for the purpose
of furnishing a rest for the wooden extremuty of the har
poons whose other na} ed barbed end sloping projects from
the prow Thereby the weapon 1s nstantly at hand to its
hurler who snatches 1t up as readily from its rest as a
backwood man swings his nfle from ‘the wall It 13 cus
tomary to have two harpoons reposng m the crotch re
spectively called the first and second 1rons

But the<e two harpoons each by 1ts own cord are both
connected with the line the object being this to dart them
both 1f possible one instantly after the other mnto the same
whale so that 3f 1n the commg drag one should draw out
the other may still retan 2 hold It 1 a doubling of the
chances  But 1t very often happens that owing to the m
stantaneous violent convulsive Tunning of the whale upon
recetving the first ron 1t becomes mmpossible for the har
poonter however ightning like 1 his movements to pitch .
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m the sea and 1t eemed hardly to budge at all except at
long intervals, good evidence was hereby furmshed of the
enormousness of the mass we moved For upon the great
canal of Hang Ho or whatever they call it mn Chma four
or five laborers ont the foot path will draw a bulky freighted
Junk at the rate of a mile an hour but this grand argosy
we towed heavily forged along as if laden with pig lead
in bulk

Darkness came on  but three hghts up and down 1n the
Pequod s mam ngging dimly guided our way till drawing
nearer we saw Ahab dropping one of several more lanterns
over the bulwarks Vacantly eyeing the heaving whale for
a moment, he issued the usual orders for securing it for
the mght and then handing his lantern to a seaman went
his way into the cabm and did not come forward agamn
until morning

Though 1n averseemng the pursuit of this whale Captan
Ahab had evinced his customary activity to call 1t so yet
20w that the creature was dead some vague dissatisfaction
or impatience or despair seemed worhing in lum  as 1f the
sight of that dead body reminded him that Moby Dick was
yet to be slain  and though a thousand other whales were
brought to hus ship all that would not one jot advance his
grand monomamac object Very soon you would have
thought from the ound on the Pequod s decks that all hands
were preparing to cast anchor m the deep for heavy chams
are being dragged along the deck and thrust ratthing out
of the port holes But by tho e clanking links the vast
corpse 1tself not the hip 1s to be moored Tied hy the
head to the stern and bv the tail to the bows the whale
now lies with 1ts black bull close to the vessels and seen
through the darkne s of the mght which obscured the pars
and rigging aloft the two—ship and whale seemed yoked
together il e colossal bullocks whereof one rechnes whie
the other remams standing

If moody Ahab was now all quescence at least so far
Nb  lated ber Th tongest dbmnt "ﬁ; E|
LR
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be tin  fac sothat wibth handy ca tge t t§ b boat,
Wod 1 ptib



29 MOBY DICK

25 coutd be hnown on dech Stubb hus second mate flushed
with conquest betrayed an unusual but still good natured
excitement  Such an unwonted bustle was he in that the
stad Starbuch luy offical supenior quietly resigned fo
B for the time the sole management of affawrs  One small
helping eause of all tns huveliness in Stubb was soon made
strangely mamfest  Stubb was a hgh Iner be was some-
what intermperately fond of the whale as a flavonsh thing
to lus patate
4 steak a steah ere I sleep You Daggoo! overboard

you go and cut me one from hiy smallf

Here be 1t hnown that though these wid fishermen do
pot as a general thing and according to the great mbtary
maxim make the enemy defray the current expenses of the
war {at Jeast before realzing the proceeds of the voyage)
y&t now and then yuu hnd some of these Nantucketers who
have 3 genmmne vebsh for thar particular part of the Sperm
Whale designated by Stubb  comprising the taperng €Y
tremity of the body

About mdmuht that steak was cut and coohed and
highted by two lanterns of sperm il Stubb stoutly stood up
to Ius spermacets supper a1 the capeian bead as if that
capstan were 2 sideboard Nor was Stubb the only ban
queter on whales flesh that mght Minghng thewr mum
bhings with his own th; ds on d:
of sharks swarmmy round the dead leviathan smackwngly
feasted on its fatress The few sleepers below m thew
bunhs were often startied by the sharp slapping of their tuls
agamst the hull within a few inchey of the sleepers hearts
Peering orer the side vou could just see them (as before
you heard them) wallowing i the sulfen blach waters and
turning over on therr bachs as they scooped out huge globu
Jar preces of the whale of the bigness of a human head
This particular feat of the shark seems a)) but nuraculous
How at such an appurently unassasiable surface they con
trive to gouge out such symmetnical monthinly remasss 2
PRATE by 0 AU RO L ey B
ma'agme Lih wor! frat  mdet meon th th wd {0 was 2
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part of the universal problem of all things The mard, thev
thus Teave on the whale may best be lihened to the hollow
made by a carpenter 1n countersinhing for a Screw

Though amd all the smoking horror and diibolism of a
sea fight sharks will be seen longingly gazing up to the
ships dects, like hungry dogs round a table where red
meat is bewng carved rezdy to bolt down every hlled man
that 15 tossed to them and though while the valant buytchers
over the deck table are thus cannibally carvin,, each others
lve meat with carving knnes all gmlded and tasselled the
sharls also with therr jewel hilted mouths are quarrel
somely carving awzy under the table at the dead meat and
though were you to turn the whole affair upside down 1t
would still be pretty much the same thing that 15 to say
a shoching sharlush business enough for all parties and
though sharhs also are the invanable outriders of all slave
ships cro.sing the Atlantic systematically trotting alongs:de
to be handy in case a parcel 1s to be carried anywhere or
2 dead slave to besdecently buried and though one or two
other like instances mught be set down touching the set
terms plices and occasions when sharks do most socially
congregate and most hilaniously feast yet 1s there no con
cenable time or occasion when you will find them n such
countless numbers and In gayer or more jovial pints than
around a dead perm while moored by might to a whale
ship at sea If you have never setn thit sight then sus
pend your decision about the propriety of devil worship
and the expediency of conciliating the deuil

But as yet Stubb heeded not the mumblings of the ban
quet that ‘was gomg on o mgh lim no more than the
shatks heeded the smacking of Tus own epicurean hips

Cook coohl—wheres that old Fleece? he cried at
length widening his legs still further as 1f to form a
more ecure base for s supper and at the same time
darting his forl. into the dish as if stabbing with hn lance
“cook you cool t-—sail this way cook!

The old blacl not in any very high glee at having been
previod lv roused from s warm hammock at a mo t un
seasonable hour came shambling along from his galley for
Iike many old blacks there was something the matter with
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s hnee pons which $e did not heep well scoured Iihe hus
other pana this old Fleece as they called im came shuf
fing and hmping along assisting hus step with his tongs
which altet a clumsy Jashion were made of straightened
10n hoops  this old Ebony floundered along and 1 obedt
ence to the vord of command came to a dead stop on the
opposite side of Stubb s sideboard when with both hands
folded before hun and resting on hts two legged cane, he
Yowed s archad back st} further over at the same tume
sideways inclining Ius head o as to bung lus best ear
into play

Cook sad Stuob rapwdly hiftiag a rather reddish museel
to his mouth  dont vou think this steak 15 rather over
done® Youve been beating this steak too much caok 1t's
too tender Dant [ always <ay that *o be good 2 whale-
steak must be taugh? There are those sharks now over
the side don t vou see they prefer it tough and rare? What
a shindy thev are kicking up! Cook g0 and talk to em,
tell em they are welcome to help themselves crvilly and m
moderatton but thev mu t keep quet  Blast me of I can
hear my onn voice  Awxy cook and deliver my message
Here tale tins fontern  spatching one from his sideboard
now then go and preach to them!

Sullenly taking the ofiered lantern old Fleece hmped
across the dech to the bulnarks and then with one haod
dropping hrs hight low aver the sea <o as to get & geod
siew of his congregation with the other hand he solemuly
flounished s tongs and leaming far qver the side n 2
mumbling voice began addressing the sharks while Stubb
softly crawhng belunl averheard all that was sud

‘Fifloncrittess ¥ ¢ ordered here to say dat you must
stop dat dam pose dare You hear? Stop dat dam
smackin ob de Iips'! Maesa Stubb say dat you can fill
your dam beifies up to te hatchings but by Gor! you must
stop dat dam racket?

Coor  here iterposed Stubb, accompanying the word
with a sudden slap on the shoulder — Coor) why damn
your €yes yOu mustn t swear that way when youre preach
g That’s no way to convert siners Cooh!
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‘Who dat? Den preack to lim yourself? sullenly turn
mg to go
No Cook go on goon”
“Well den Belubed fellow critters "—
‘Right’ exclarmed Stubb approvingly coax ‘em to 1t
try that’ and Tleece contmued
‘Do youis all harks and by natur Wwery woracious yet
I zay to you fellow-cutters dat dat woraciousness— top
dat dam slappin ob de tail' How you tink to hear spose
you keep up such a dam slapping and it dare?
Cook  cried Stubb collaring lim I won t have that
swearlng Ik to em gentlemanly
Once more the sermon proceeded
Your woraciousness fellow critters I dont blame ye
so much for dat 15 natur and cant be helped but to
gobern dat wicked natur dat 1s de pint  You 15 sharks
sartin - but if you gobern de shark in you why den jou
be angel for all angel 1s not ng more dan de shark well
goberned Now look here bredren just try wonst to be
cinl a helping youreelbs from dat whale Don t be tearn
de blubber out 3our neighbours mout I say Is not one
shark dood night as toder to dat whale? And by Gor none
on you has de right to dat whale dat whale belong to some
one else T Lnow some o you has berry brig mout brigger
dan oders but then de brnig mouts sometimes has de small
bellies o dat de brigness of de mout 15 not to swaller wid
but to bite off de blubber for de small fry ob sharks, dat
cant get mnto de scrouge to help dem elves
Well done old Fleece! cried Stubb  that s Chnstiamity
go on
No use goin on  de dim willans will keep 2 scrougin
and lappin each oder Mlassa Stubb dey dont hear one
word no use a preaching to such dam g uttons as you call
‘em ull dare belles 15 full and dare bellies 15 bottomless
and when dey do get em full dey wont hear you den for
den dey «nk in the sea go fast to sleep on de coral and
can't hear noting at all no more for eber and eber
Upon my soul I am about of the same opimon  so give
the benediction Fleece and 11l away to my supper
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Upon this Fleece holding both hands over the fishy mob,
raised s shrill voice, and cried—

Cussed fellow cutterst  hack up de damndest tow as
ever you can fill your dam belhes 'tll dey bust—and
detr die

Now cool saud Stubb resuming hs supper at the
capstan  stand just where you stood before there aver
agamnst me apd pay particular attention’

All dention said lleece again stooping over upon hus
tongs 1n the desired position

Well said Stubb helping himself freely meanwhile
1 shall now 1o back to the subject of ths steal,  In the
first place hov old are you cook?

What dat do wid de teak said the old black testily

Silence! How old are you cook?

Bout nmety dey say he gloomuly muttered

And you have Inved in this world hard upon one hun
dred years cooh and don t know et how to cool a whale
steak?’ rapidly bolting another mouthful at the Jast word
50 that that morsel seemed a continuation of the question

Vihere were you born cooh?
Hind de” hatchway i ferry boat gom ober de
Roano! e

Born n a ferry boat! Thats queer too But I want
to Anow what country you were born m cook?

“‘Indnt I say de Roancke country® he cried sharply

No you didnt cook but Il tell you what I m coming
o cooh  You must go home and be born over agam you
don t know how to cook a whale steak yet ’

Bress my soul f I cool noder one  he growled, angnily
turning round to depart

Corme bach here cooh —here hand me those tongs —
now take that bit of steal there and tell me if vou thmk
that ste h cooked as 5t should be? Tahe 1t T say —hold
ng the tongs towards him— tahe 1t and taste 1’

Faintly smacking his withered lips over 1t for a moment
the old neeto muttered Best cooked teal I eher taste
yoosv  berry joosy

*Cook’ said Stubb squaring humself once more *do you
belong to the church?
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“Passed one once m Cape Down sad the old man
sullenly

And you have once 1n your hfe passed a holy church
i Cape Town where you doubtless overheard a holy par
son addressing his hearers as his beloved fellow creatures
have you cook! And yet you come here and tell me such
a dreadful Le as you did just now eh? sard Stubb  Where
do you expect to go to cook?

Go to bed berry soon he mumbled half turning as
he spoke

Avast! heave to! I mean when you die cook Tt
an awful question Now what s your answer?

When dis old brach man dies said the negro slowly
changing his whole air and demeanor e hisself wont go
nowhere but some bressed angel will come and fetch him

Fetch him? How? In 2 coach and four as they fetched
Eljah? And fetch him where?

Up dere said Fleece holding Ius tongs straight over
his head and heepmg it there very solemnly

So then you evpect to go nto our mam top do you
cook when you are dead? But don t you know the higher
you chimb the colder it gets? Maintop eh?

Didnt say dat tall said Fleece agan m the sulks

You said up there didnt you? and now look yourself
and ee where vour tongs are pointing But perhaps you
expect to get 1nto heaven hy crawlng through the lubbers
hole cool. but no no cocl you dont get there evcept
you go the regular way round by the ngging  Itsa ticklish
business but must be done or e! e 1ts no go But none of
us are 1n heaven yet Drop your tongs cook and hear
my orders Do ye hear? Hold your hat i one hand and
clap tother atop of your heart when Im giving my or
ders cook What! that your heart thereP—thats your
gzzard!  Aloft! aloft!—thats it—now you have it Hold
1t there now and pay attention

All dentron said the old black with both hands placed
as desired vamnly wrigghng his grizzled head as if to get
both ears mn front at one and the same time

Well then cook you see this whale steak of yours was
$o very bad that I have put it out of sight as soon as
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posstble  you see that dont you? Well for the futute,
when you cooh another whale steak for my private table
here the capstan I11 tell you what to do so as not to spo
@ by overdowg Hold the steak m one hand, and show
2 hve coal to 1t with the other that done dish it dye
hear? And now to morrow cock when we are cutung n
the fi b be sure you stand by to get the tips of lus fivs
bave them put m pickle  As for the ends of the flukes
have them soused cooh There now ye mazy go’

But Fleece had hardly got three paces off when he was
recalied

Cood give me cutlets for supper to morrow night m the
md watch Dye hear? away you sail then —~FHalloa! stop!
make 2 bow before you go —Avast heaving again! Whale
balls for breakfast—don t forget

Wish by gort whale eat him  stead of hum eat whale
Y'm bressed o he mn t more of shark dan Massa Sharh his
self  muttered the old man lmping away with which
sage eyacufation he went to bis hammock

CHAPTER 1XV
THE WIHALE AS A DISH

Trar mortal man should feed upon the creature that
‘eeds Ins lamp and Dhe Stubb eat him by his own hght
as you may say this seems so outlandish s thing that
a?e must needs go a lttle into the tistory and phiosophy
of 1t

It ts upan record that three centunes ago the tongue
of the Right V¥ hale was esteemed a great dehicacy m France
and commanded large prices there Also that i Henry
\IITth s time a certatn coot of the court obtasned a hand
some reward for imventing an adnnrable .auce fo be eaten
with barbucued porposes which you remember are 3
species of whale Porpor es indeed are to this day con
sidered fine eaumg  The meat 1s made mto balls abeut
the size of bdliard balls and being well sea oned and
spced mught be taken for turtle balle or veal bafis  The
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old monks of Dunfermline were very fond of them They
had 2 great porpoise grant from the crown

The fact 15 that among his hunters at least, the whale
would by all hands be considered a noble dish were there
not o much of hum but when you come to sit down before
2 meat pic nearly one hundred feet long 1t takes away
your appetite  Only the most unprejudiced of men hke
Stubb nowadays partake of coohed whales but the
Esquimaux are not so fastidious We all know how they
Lve upon whales and have rare old vintages of prime old
train ofl Zogranda one of therr most famous doctors,
recommends strips of blubber for infants as being exceed
mgly jucy and nounshing And this reminds me that
certam Enghshmen who long ago wete accidentally left in
Greenland by a whaling vessel—that these men actually
Uved for _everal months on the mouldy scraps of whales
which had been left ashore after trying out the blubber
Among the Dutch whalemen these scraps are called ‘frit
ters which indeed they greatly resemble being brown and
crnp and melling something hke old Amsterdam hou e
wives dough nuts or oly cooks when fresh They have
such an eatable look that the most self denying stranger can
hardly keep his hands off

But what further depreciates the whale as a avilized dish
1s his exceeding nchne s He 15 the great pnze ox of the
sea too fat to be delicately good Look at his hump
which would be as fine eating as the buffalos (which 1s es
teemed a rare dish) were 1t mot such a sohd pyramid
of fat But the spermacet: steelf how bland and creamy
that 1 Iike the transparent half jelhed white meat of a
cocoanut n the thrd month of its growth yet far too
tich to supply a substitute for butter Nevertheless many
whalemen have a method of absorbing it 1nto some other
substance and then partakmg of 1t In the long try
watches of the night 1t 15 a common thing for the seamen
to dip their ship biscuit nto the huge ol pots and let them
fry there awhile Many a good suppcr hase I thus made

In the case of a mall Sperm Whale the brams are ac
counted 2 fine dish The cashet of the shill 1s broken mnto
with an axe and the two plump whitish lobes bein with
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did the Secretary of the Society for the Suppression of
Cruelty of Ganders formally sndite his airculars? It 13 only
within the last month or two that that society passed »
resolution to patromze nothing but steel pens

CHAPTER LAVI
THC SHARK MASSACRE

WHEN 1 the Southern Fishery a captured Sperm Whale,
after long and weary toil 1s hrought alongside late at mght
1t 1s not as a general thing at least customary to proceed
at once to the business of cutting hum 1n For that bust
ness 13 an exceedingly laborious one 1s not very soon com
pleted and requires all hands to set about it Therefore
the common u age 1s to take in all sml lash the helm
alee and then send every one below to his hammoch till
daylipht with the reservation that untl that time anchor
watches shall be Lept that 1s two and two for an hour
each couple the crew in rotation shall mount the deck
to ee that all goes well

But sometimes especially upon the Line n the Punfic
this plan will not answer at all because such incalculable
ho ts of sharks gither round the moored carcase that were
be left .o for six hours say on a stretch lttle more than
the skeleton would be visible by morming  In most other
parts of the ocean however w/here these fish do not so
Iargely abound therr wondrous voracity can be at times
considerably dimimshed by vigerously stirrmg them up
with sharp whaling pades a procedure notwithstanding
which 1n ome instances only eems to tickle them tnto stall
greater activity But it was not thus mn the present case
with the Pequod s harhs though to be sure any man un
accustomed to such sights to have looked over her side
that mght would have almost thought the whole round ea
was one huge cheese and those sharl 5 the maggots 111t

Nevertheless upon Stubb setting the anchor watch after
his supper was concluded and when accordingly Queequeg
and a forecastle seaman came on dech no mall excitement

e
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was created among the sharks for wrmediately uspending
the cutting stages over the side and Ionermg three Janterns
so that they east long pleams of hght oter the turlud sea
these two marmers darting thewr long whaling spades kept
up an mee sant murdermg of the sharhs ! by stnhing the
heen <ee} deep nto ther shulls seemungly therr only wital
part Tut i the foarm confuston of their mived and strug
ghng hosts the marksmen could not alwavs It their mark

and this brought about mew revelations of the ncredible
ferocuty of the foe  They vicinusly snapped not only at
each others disembawelments but hike fletible bows bent
Found and bit ther own Uil thowe emtrarls seemed swal
loned over and over agmn by the same mouth to be op
bositely vouded by the gaping wound Nor 4 as this atl
It was un-afe to meddle with the <orpees and ghosts of
these creatures A <ort of Renerc or Panthestic vitality
seemed to lurh n there very Jomnts and bones after what
might he called the wndnduat life had departed  Ralled
and howsted on dech for the sahe of hus shey ane of these
sharhs almost tool poor Queequeg s hand off when he tned
to shut down the dead Nid of his murderous jaw

Queequeg no care what god made tum shark. ad

the savage agonsamgly bitvg us band up and down

wedder Fejee god or Nantuchet Bod but de god wat made
Shark must be one dam Ingim

CHAPTER LAVID
CUTTING IN

It mas a Saturday mght and such a Sabbath as followed!
Ex offiao professars of Sabbath breaking are all whalemen
The tory Pequod was turned 16 what seemed a shamble
every arlor a butcher  You would have thought we were
offening up ten thousand red oxen 1o the sea gods

In the fiest place the enormous cutting tachles among

Dlbeabal St Ul g n( mad of th vy best teel bt
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other ponderous things comprising a cluster of blocks gen
erally painted green and which no single man can pos 1bly
Lft—this vast bunch of grapes was swayed up to the man
top and firmly lashed to the lower mast head the strongest
pont anywhere above a ships deck  The end of the
hawser like rope winding through these mntricaces was
then conducted to the windlass and the huge lower block
of the tackle, was swung over the whale to this block
the great blubber hook weighing some one hundred pounds
was attached  And now suspended n stages aver the side
Starbuch and Stubb the mates armed with ther long
spades began cutting a hole 1n the body for the msertion
of the hook just above the nearest of the two side fins
This done a broad semucircular hine 1s cut round the hole
the hook 1s 1 erted and the main body of the crew stnkung
up a wild chorus now commence heaving 1 one dense crowd
at the windlass When mstantly the entire ship careens
over on her side every bolt in her starts hke the nait

heads of an old house in frosty weather he trembles

quivers and nods her frighted mast heads to the sky

More and more she leans aver to the whale while every
gasping heave of the windlass 15 answered by a helping
heave from the billows til at last a swft startling snap
1s heard wath a great swash the ship rolls upwards and
bachwards from the whale and the triumphant tackle rises
mto 1ght dragging after 1t the disengaged semucircular end
of the first strip of blubber Now as the blubber envelopes
the whale precisely as the rind does an orange so 1s 1t
stripped off from the body precisely as an orange 15 some

times stripped by spiralizing it For the strain constantly
kept up by the windlass contimually keeps the whale roll

mg over and over 1 the water and as the blubber in one
strp umiformly peels off along the Line called the scarf’

simultaneously cut by the .pades of Starbuck and Stubb

the rmates and just 2s fast as 1t 15 thus peeled off and m

deed by that very act 1tself 1t 1> all the tune bemng hoisted
higher and higher aloft till its upper end grazes the mam

top the men at the windlass then cease heaving for a
moment or two the prodigious blood-dripping mass sways
o and fro as 1f let down from the sky and every one present

N
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must *.be good heed to dodge st when 1t swings else it
may box his eats and pitch hum headlong overboard

One of the attending harpooneers now advances with 2
long keen weapon called a boarding sword and watching
his cbince he dexterou ly slices out a consuderable hole
In the lower part of the swaymg mass Into this hole the
end of the second alternating great tackle 1s then hooked
50 as to retamn a hold upon the blubber 1n order to prepare
for what follows Whereupon this accomplished swords
inan warmng all hands to stand off, once more makes 3
sctentrfic dash at the miss and with a few «udelong des
perate lunging shcings <evers jt completels m twain, ©
that while the short lower part is still fast the long upner
stip called a blanket piece swings clear and s all ready
for losermg  The heavers forvard now vesume theit song
and while the one tackle 1s peeling and hoisting a second
strap from the whale the other 15 slowly slachened anay,
and down goes the first strip through the mam hatchway
right beneath into an unfurntshed parlor called the blubber
room  Into this twalight apartment sundry mumble hands
heep cotling away the long blanhet prece as if 3t were
great hne mass of plarted serpents And thus the work
proceeds the tno tackles hoisting and lowenng simuliane
ously both whale and windlass heaving the heavers sing
g the blubber room gentlemen cothing the mates scarfing
the shup straining and all hands swearmng occasionally, by
way of assuaging the general friction

CHAPTER LAVIIL
THE BLANKET

1 mave given no small attention to that not umexed sub
ject the km of the whale I have had controverstes about
1t with evperienced whalemen afloat and learned naturalists
ashare v ongeal opinion remawns unchanged, but 164
only an opmion

The question }s what and where 15 the shin of ihe
whale? Already you hnow what hys blubber 1s  That blub
ber 15 something of the consistence of firm close grained
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beef but tougher, more elastic and compact and ranges
from eight or ten to twelve and fifteen tnches n thickness

Now however preposterous 1t may at first seem to talk of
any creatures <hn as being of that sort of consistence
and thicknes , yet m pomt of fact these are no arguments
aganst such a presumption becau e you cannot raise any
other den e enveloping layer from the whales body bui
that same blubber and the outermost emveloping layer af
any anmal if rea onably dee what can that be but the
skin? True from the unmarred dead body of the whale,
You may scrape off with your hand an infinttely thin trans
parent substance somewhat resembling the thinnest shreds
of 1singlass only 1t 15 almost as fleuble and soft as satin
that 1s” previous to bemng dnied when 1t not only contracts
and thichens but becomes rather hard and brttle I have
several such dried bits whuch I use for marks 1n my whale
books Tt 1s transparent as I said before and bemng
laid upon the printed page I have sometimes pleased myself
with fancying i1t exerted a magmfying mfluence At any
rate 1t 15 pleasant to read about whales through their own
spectacles as you may say But what I am drving at
here 1s this  That same infimtely thin 1singlass substance
which T admit 1nvests the entire body of the whale 1s nat
so much to be regarded as the shin of the creature as the
shin of the skin so to speak for 1t were simply nd:iculous
to say that the proper shin of the tremendous whale 1s
thunner and more tender than the skan of a new born child
But no more of this

Assuming the biubber to be the skin of the wnale then
when this skin as mn the case of a verv large Sperm Whale
will yeld the bulk of one hundred barrcls of oif and when
1t 15 considered that in quantity or rather weight that oil
1 ats expre sed state 1s only three fourths and not the en
tire substance of the coat some idea may hence be had
of the enormousness of that animated mass a mere part of
whose mere integument yields such a lake of hqud as
that Recloning ten barrels to the ton you have ten tons
for the net weight of only three quarters of the stuff of
the whale s shin

In hie the wohla enrface nf the Snerm Whale 12 nnt &
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the lea t anong the maty marvels he presents  Almost 1o
vanably it 15 afl over obliquely crosed and re-crossed
with numberless straight marchs 1 thick array, something
lile those 1 the finest Italan line engravings But these
marks do nat seem to be impre sed upon the 15imglass sub
stunce above mentioned but eem to be seen through it, as
if they were engraved upon the body stsell  Nor 1s this all
In some nstances to the quick, obcervant eye, those hmear
mark  as in a vertable enraving but afford the ground
for far other delineations These are meroglyphical that
15 1f you caly those mysterious cvphers on the walls of pyra
muds heroglyphscs then that 1s the proper word to use
in the present connewion By my retentive memory of the
hieroglvphics upon one Sperm Whale m particular, I was
much struch with a plate representing the old Indan char
acters ¢hi elled on the famous hierogtyphic palisades on the
banks of the Upper Mississippt  Lihe those myctic rocks
too the mystn. marked whale remamns undecrpherable  This
alluston to the Indian rocks remmds me of another thing
Bestdes all the other phenomena wlhich the etterior of the
Sperm Whale presents he not seldom dr plays the back
and more especially his flanks effaced mn great part of the
tegular linear appearance by rea on of numerous rude
scratches  altogether of an aregular random aspert
should say that those “ew Lngland rochs on the sea coast
which Agis 1z imagmnes to bear the marks of violent scrap-
mng contact with vast foatmg icebergs—I should say that
those rocks must not a little resemble the Sperm Whale o
this particular It also seems to me that such scratebes in
the whale ars probably made by ho-tile contact with other
whales for I have most remarhed them 1 the large, full
grown bulls of the species

A word or two more concernmg this matter of t-e skin
or blubber of the whale It has already been said that
1t 1 stnpt from luim m long pieces called blanl et preces
Like m0 t sea tesms this ode 15 very happy and significant
For the whale 1s indeed wTapt up m hus biubber 25 1n a reat
blanket or counterpane or still better an Indian poncho
shpt over bis head and shirtng his extremuty It 15 by
reason af this cosy blanketmg of hus body that the whale
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13 enabled to heep himself comfortable 1n all weathers n
all seas times and tides What would become of a Green
land whale say i those shuddering 1cy seas of the North
if unsupplied with his cosy surtout? True other fish are
found exceedingly brish n tho e Hyperborean waters, but
these be 1t observed are your cold blooded lungless fish
whose very bellies are refrigerators creatures that warm
themselves under the lee of an iceberg as a traveller
winter would bash before an inn fire whereas hke man
the whale has lungs and warm blood Treeze hus blood
and he dies  How wonderful 1s 1t then—esxcept after ex
planation—that this great monster to whom corporeal
warmth 15 as mdispensable as 1t 1s to man how wonderful
that he should be found at home mmersed to his lips for
hfe i those Arctic waters' where when seamen fall over
board they are sometimes found months afterwards per
Pendicularly frozen mto the hearts of fields of ice as a
fly 1s found glued m amber  But more surprsing 15 it to
know as has been proved by expermment that the blood
of a Polar whale 1s warmer than that of a Borneo negro
summer

It doe, seem to me that herein we see the rare virtue
of a strong mdividual vitality and the rare virtue of thick
walls and the rare virtue of interior spactousness Oh
man! admire and model thyself after the whale! Do thou
100 remmn warm among Ice Do thou too live m this
world without being of 1t Be ¢ool at the equator Leep
thy blood flud 1t the Pole ILake the great dome of St
Peters and bile the great whale retan O man! 1 all
seasons a temperature of thine own

But how easy ard how hopeless to teach these fine
things!  Of erections how few are domed Iihe St Peterst
of creatures how few vast as the whalef

CHAPTER LXIY\
THE FUNERAL

‘Haut m the chams! Let the carcase go astemn!
The vast tackles have now done thetr duty The peeled
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Are you a belever n ghosts my friend? There are
other ghosts than the Cock Lane one and far deeper men
than Doctor Johnson who believe n them

CHAPTER LA\X
THE SPHYNX

It should not have been omitted that previous to com
pletely stripping the body of the leviathan he was beheaded
Now the beheading of the Sperm Whale 15 a scientsfic ana
tomical feat upon which experienced whale surgeons very
much pride themselves and not without reason

Con 1der that the whale has nothing that can properly
be called a nech on the contrary where his head and body
seem to yjoin there 1n that very place 1s the thichest part
of him ~ Remember also that the surgeon must operate
from above ome eizht or ten feet mterveming between him
and his subject and that subject almost hidden m a dis-
colored roliing and oftentimes tumultuous and bursting
sea  Bear n mind too that under these untoward ar
cumstances he has to cut many feet deep in the flesh
and m that subterraneous manner without o much as
getting one single peep 1to the ever contracting ga h thus
made he must shillfully steer clear of all adjacent inter
dicted parts and exactly divide the so ne at a cntical pont
hard by 1ts msertion into the skull Do you not marvel
then at Stubbs boast that he demanded but ten mmutey
to behead 2 perm whale?

VWhen first severed the head 13 dropped astern and held
there by a cable till the body 1s stnpped  That done if 1t
belong to a small whale 1t 15 hoisted on deck to be de
liberately disposed of But with a full grown leviathan this
15 1mposstble for the sperm whales head embraces nearly
one third of hus entire bulh and completely to suspend such
a burden as that even by the immense tichles of a whaler
this were as vain a thing as to attempt weighing a Dutch
barn 1n jewellers <«cales o

The Pequods whale beng decapitated and the t
stripped the head war -t~ == 4 MEn ohem - e
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half wav out of the .¢a o that 1t mght yet m great part
be buoyed up by its native element And there with the
straned craft steeply leamng over st by reason of the
enormous downward drag from the lower mast head and
every yard arm on that side projecting hie a crane over the
waves there that blacd-dripping head hung to the Pequod s
waist It e the giant Holofernes s from the giedle of Judith

When this last task wa accomphshed i was noon
and the seamen went below to thew dinner  Silence
reigned over the before tumultuous but now de erted deck
An 1inten ¢ copper calm lthe a unjversal yellow lotus was
more and more unfol its ! less leaves
upon the ea

A short <pree elapsed and up into thi, nowselessness
came Ahab alone from Ins cabin Tahing a few turns on
the quarter-dech he pumed to gaze over the side then
slowly getting mto the mam-chams he tooh Stubbs long
spade~~still remaiting there after the whales decapitation
—-and strihang it mtn the lower part of the half suspended
mass placed ite other end crut.h wise under one arm
and so stood leanm; over with eves attentwvely fited o
this head

It was a black and hooded head and hanging there 1
the midst of o0 intense a calm 1t seemed the Sphynxs m
the desert  Speal thou vast and venerable head mut
tered Ahab which though ungarmished wath a beard yet
kere and there lookest boary with mosses speakh mughty
bead and tell us the secret thing that 15 1 thee Of all
divers thou hast dived the deepest  That head upon which
the upper sun now gleams has moved amid this worlds
foundations  Vhere unrecorded names and navjes rust an
untold hopes and anchors rot where 1n her murderous hold
this frigate earth 15 ballasted with bones of mullons of the
drowned there n that awful water land there was thy
most farmhar home Thou hast been where bell or dner
neser vent, bast slept by many a sailor’s side, where sleep-
Jess mothers would give thewr hves to lay them dowvn Thou
.avst the locked lovers when leaping from therr flamung
ship, heart to heart they sank beneath the exulting wave
true to each other, when heaven seemed false to thewm
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Thou saw’st the murdered mate when tossed by pirates from
the midmght dech for hours he fell into the deeper nud
mght of the msatiate maw and s murderers still suled
on unharmed—while swift lightmings shivered the neighbor
ing ship that would have borne 2 nghteous husband to out
stretched longing arms O headl thou hast seen enough
to <plit the planets and make an infidel of Abraham and
not one syllable is thine!

N ‘Sml hol cried a trumphant voice from the mam mast

2

a
Aye? ‘Well now thats cheering cried Ahab sud
denlv erecting lumself while whole thunder—clouds swept
aside from his brow  That lvely cry upon this deadly
calm might almo t convert a better man —Where away?

Three pomnts on the starboard bow sir and bringing
down her breeze to us!

Better and better man  Would now St Paul would
come along that way and to my breezelessness bring his
breezet O Nature and O soul of man! how far beyond
all utterance are your Linked analogies not the smallest
atom stirs or lives on matter but has its cunning duplicate
n mind

CHAPTER L3XI
THE JEROEOAM S STORY

Hawnp i hand ship and bleeze blew on  but the breeze
came faster than the ship and scon the Pequod began
to rock

By and by through the gla s the strangers boat and
manned mast heads proved her a whale .Jup But as she
was so far to windward and shooting by apparently mak
g a passage to some other ground the Pequod could not
hope to reach her So the signal was set to see what re
sponse would be made

Here be 1t said that like the vessels of military marines
the ships of the American Whale Fleet have each 2 private
signal all which signals being collected 1n a book with the™_

I

1
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names of the respective vessels attached, every captan 18
provided with st Thereby the whale commanders are ent
abled to recogmse each other upon the ocean even at con
siderable distance and with no small facility

The Pequuds mgnal was at last responded to by the
stranger s settng her own which proved the stup to be
the Jesoboam of Nantuchet Squanng her yards she bore
down ranged abeam under the Pequods lee and lowered
a boat 1t soon drew mgh but as the side ladder was
bewng t1gged by Starbuck s order to accommodate the wsit
ng captamm the stranger i questson wasved his hand fom
s boats stern m token of that proceeding bemg entizely
untrecessary It turned out that the Jeroboam had & ma
Tignant epiderme on board and that Mayhew ber captain
was fearful of miecting the Pequad s company For though
humsclf and the boat s crew remamed untanted and though
Ius sp was half a nile shot off and an incorruptible sea
and arr rolling and flowng between yet conscientsously
sdhenng to the toimd quarantine of the land he peremp
tonily refused to come into drect cantact with the Pequod

But this dd by no means prevent all communications
Preserving an interval of some few yards between ttself
and the ship the Jeroboam s boat by the occoswonal use
of its oars contrived to keep parallel to the Pequod as she
heavily forged through the sea (for by this time st blew
very fresh) with her mam topsat abach though indeed
at times by the sudden on<et of a large rolling wave the
boat would be pushed some way ahead but would be soon
skilfully brought to her proper bearing> agan  Subject to
this and other the hke interruptions now and then 2 con
versation was sustamned betneen the two parties but at
intervals pot without still another interruption of 2 very
different sort

Pullng an oar i the Jeroboams boit was a man of a
singular appearance even in that wild whalng Iife where
mdnadual bil make up all totahts He was a
small shoyt youngich man sprinkled al! over his face with
frechles and weanmy redundant yellow har A long
sharted eabalistically cut coat of a faded walnut tnge en
veloped lnm  the overlapping sleeves of which were rolled




THE JEROBOAM'S STORY 313

up o1 his wnsts A deep  ettled, fanatic delirium was m
his eyes

So con as this figure had been first descried Stubb had
exclaimed— Thats he! thats hel—the Jong togred scara
mouch the Town Hos company told us of!  Stubb here
alluded to a strange story told of the Jeroboam and a cer
fain man among ber crew ome time previous when the
Pequod spole the Town Ho According to this account
and what was subsequently learned 1t seemed that the scara
mouch 1 question had gaired a wonderful ascendency over
almo t everybody i the Jeroboam His story was this

He had been onigmally nurtured among the crazy o
ciety of Neshyeuna Shakers where he had been a great
prophet in therr crached secret meet.ngs having several
fimes descended from heaven by the way of a trap door
announcing the speedy opening of the seventh vial which
he carried in s vest pochet but which nstead of contain
ing guopowder was suppo ed to be charged with laudapum
A strange apostolic whim having seized him he had left
Neskyeuna for Nantuchet where with that cunning pecu
har to crazimess he assumed a steady common sense ex
terior and offered umself as a green hand candidate for the
Jeroboam s whalinw voyage  They engaged him  but
straightway upon the ships getting out of sight of land
his insanity brohe out m a freshet  He announced himself
as the archangel abriel and commanded the captamn to
Jump overboard He publiched s mamfesto whereby he
set lumself forth as the deliverer of the 1sles of the ea and
vicar general of all Oceamica  The unflinching earnestness
‘with which he declired these things —~the dark daring play
of his sleepless excited imagmation and all the preter
natural terrors of re.l delirium umited to imvest this Gabriel
m the nunds of the majonity of the jgnorant crew with
an atmo phere of sicredness Moreover they were afraid
of lim  As such a man however was not of much prac
tical use in the ship especially as he refused to work ex
cept when he plea ed the incredulous captamn would fan
have been nid of Inm but appnsed that that indiidual
intention was to land him 1n the first conventent port the
archangel forthwith opened all lus seals and vials—devnt ng



314 MOBY DICK

the tp and all hands to unconditional perdition 1n case
this intention nas carped out  So strongly dd he work
upon s disciples smong the crew that at Jast @ body
they went to the captamn and told him 1f Gabriel was sent
from the ship not a man of them would remam He was
therefore {orced to relmquish b plan Nor would they
pernnt Gabriel to be any way maltreated say or do what
he would so that it came to pass that Gabriel had the com
plete freedom of the ship The consequence of af this
was that the archangel cared little or nothing for the cap-
tun and mites and simce the epidenuc had brol.en out he
carried a igher hand than ever declarmg that the plague
23 be called n was at bns sole command  nor should st
stayed but according to his good pleasure The saors
mostly poor destls cringed and <ome of them fawped be
fore lum 10 obedience to his instructions  ometimes render
ing him perconal homage as to 2 god Sach things may
seem wcredible but however wondrous they are true Nor
15 the hrstory of fanaties half so stnking i respect {0
the measuredens :el-deception of the fanate Tumeell os bas
measureless power of decenmng and bedewvilhing so many
others  But it 15 tume to teturn to the Pequod
I fear uot thy epidemic man  eaud Ahab from the
bulwarks to Captain Mayhew who stood wn ihe boats
stern  come on board
But now Gabriel started to Ins feet
Thnd, thk of the fevers yellow and bihous! Beware
of the hornble plaguet
Gabriel! Cabriel' cried Captamm Mayhew  thou must
either——  But that wstant a headlong wase shot the
Doat far ahead and its seethings drowned all speech
Hast thou seen the White Whale? demanded Ahab
when the boat dnfted badd
“Think thunk of thy whale boat stoven and sunh! Be
ware of the bornble tal®
T ¢el} thee again Gabtiel that——  But agun the
boat tore ahed as 1 dragged by fiends  Ivothing was sad
for some moments while a succession of niotous waves roll
by which by one of thowe occassonal capnces of the seas
were tumbling not heaving it Meanttme the hoisted sperm
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whale s head Jogged about very violently and Gabriel was
seen eyemng 1t with rather more apprehensiveness than his
anchangel nature seemed fo warrant

When this mterlude was over Captan Mayhew began
a dark story concerning Moby Dick not however, mithout
frequent mterruptions from Gabriel whenever Ius name was
mentioned and the crasy sea that <eemed leagued with fum

Tt seemed that the Jeroboam had not long left home when
Upon peaking a whale ship her people were reliably ap-
pni ed of the extstence of Moby Dich and the havoc he had
made Greedily sucking 1 this intelligence  Gabrie}
solemnly warned the captamn agamnst attacking the White
Whale 1n case the monster should be seen n his gibbening
Insamitv pronouncing the YWhite Whale to be no less a
bemng than the Shaker God incarnated the Shahers recelv
ing the Bible But when some year or two afterwards
Moby Dick was fairly sighted from the mast heads Macey
the chief mate burned with ardor to encounter lum and
the captain himself beng not unwilling to let lim have the
opportututy despite all the archangel s denunciations and
forewarmngs Macey succeeded m persuading five men to
mn s boat  With them bhe pushed off 1nd after much
weary pulhng and many penlous unsuccessful onsets he
at last succeeded 1n getting one won fast Meantime
Gabriel ascending to the mamn royal mast head was tossing
one arm mn frantic gestures and hurling forth prophecies of
speedy doom to the sacrilegious assatlants of his divimity
Now while Macey the mate was standing up in his boat
bow and with all the reckless energy of hus tribe was vent
ing his wild exclamations upon the whale and es.aying to
get a fair chance for ms poised lance lo' a broad white
shadow rose from the sea by 1ts quek fanming motion
temporanly taking the b eath out of the bodies of the oars
men  Next instant the Juckless mate so full of furious
life was smutten bodily mto the ar and maling a long arc
n his descent fell into the sea at the distance of about fiftv
Yyards Not a chip of the boat was harmed nor a hair o
any oarsman s head but the mate for ever sank

1t 15 well to parenthesize here that of the fatal accident.
n the Sperm YW hale Fishery, this kind s perhaps

#»
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of the cabin  Of such a letter Death himself might well
have been the post boy

Canst not read 1t?  cried Ahab  Grveit me man Aye
aye 1ts but a dim scrawl —whats this?  As he was
studying 1t out Starbuck took a long cutting spade pole,
and with his huife shightly split the end to msert the letter
there and in that way hand 1t to the boat without 1t
coming any closer to the ship

Meantime Ahab holding the letter muttered Mr Har
—yes Mr Harry—(a womans pinny hand —the mans
wife, I It wager)—~Aye—Mr Harry Macey Ship Jeroboam
why it s Macey and hes dead!

“ Poor fellowl poor fellow! and from his wife’ sighed
Mayhew  but let me have 1t

Nav Leep 1t thyself cned Gabriel to Ahab  thou ar
soon going that way

Curses thrattle thee) jelled Ahab  Captam Mayhew
stand by now to recerve it  and taking the fatal mis nve
from Starbuck s hands he caught 1t m the sht of the pole
and reached 1t over towards the boat  But as he did so the
oarsmen evpectantly desisted from rowing the boat drifted
2 httle towards the shup s stern 50 that as 1f by magic the
letter suddenly ranged along with Gabrel s eager hand He
clutched 1t 1n an mstant seized the boat kmfe and impaling
the letter on 1t sent 1t thus loaded back mto the ship Tt
fell at Ababs feet Then Gabriel shriehed out to his
comrades to give way with therr oars and In that manner
the mutinous boat rapidly shot away from the Pequod

As after this imnterlude the seamen resumed ther work
upon the sacket of the whale many strange things were
lunted 1n reference to this wild affair

CHAPTER LXXIT
THE MONKEY ROPE
T the tumultuous business of cutting n and attending to
a whale there 13 much runmng backwards and forwards

among the crew  Now hands are wanted here and then
agan hand> are wanted there There 1s no staying n any on™

E
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OWn inseparable twin brother nor could I any way get nid
of the dangerous habilities which the hempen bond entailed

So trongly and metaphysically did I concenve of my
situation then that while earnestly watching his motions I
seemed di tinctly to percerve that my awn wmdniduality was
now merged in a joint stoch company of two that my free
will had received a mortal wound and that another s mis
take or musfortune might plunge innocent me 1nto unmerited
disaster and death Therefore 1 saw that here was a sort
of nterregnum 1 Providence for its even handed equity
never could have sanctioned so gross an myustice  And yet
still further ponderng—while 1 jerked him now and thep
from between the whale and the stip which would threaten
to jam him—still further pondering I say I saw that this
sithation of mine nas the preci e 1tuation of every mortal
that breathes only 1n most cases he one way of other his
this Siamese connevion with a plurality of other mortals
If your banker breaks you smap 1f vour apothecary by
mstake sends you por on m your pills you die  True you
may sav that by exceeding caution you may possibly
escape these and the multitudinaus other evil chances of
Ife  But handle Queequegs monkey rope heedfully as I
would ometimes he jerhed 1t so that I came very nexr
shding overbaard  Nor could I pos tbly forget that do what
Twould T only had the management of one end of 1t ?

I have hinted that I would often jerk poor Queequeg
from between the whale and the ship—where he would

fall from the rolling and swaying of

both  But this was not the only jamming jeopardy he w1
exposed to  Unappalled by the massacre made upon them
during the night the sharks now freshly and more keenly
allured by the befare pent blood which began to flow from
the carca e—the rabid creatures smarmed round 1t like bees
n a beehive

And right 1n among those sharhs was Queequeg who
often pushed them aside with his floundenng feet A thing

1Th om ok $f dm gwhim btitys 1 thePgodthy
o Ky 2 dpP i ot T T Taetat | Thy mprovme tpo th
g 1 sag % irod ed by oless th Stbb drt afindt ¢
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while he calmly walked towards the astorushed steward
slowly saying  Ginger? ginger? and will you have the
goodness to tell me Mr Dough Boy where Lies the virtue
of ginger? Gnger! 15 ginger the sort of fuel you use
Dough boy, to hindle a fire m this shnering canmbal?
Gingerl-—what the devil 15 gingerP—sea-coalP—fire wood?
—lucifer matches?—tinder?—gunponder?—what the devil
18 ginger, I ay that you offer this cup to our poor Quee
queg here *

Thete 15 some sneaking Temperance Society movement
about this business he stddenly added now approaching
Starbuck who had yust come from forward ~ Will you look
at that hannakin sir smell of 1t 1f you please  Then
watchin, the mates countenance he added The steward
Ar Starbuch had the face to offer that calomel and jalap
to Queequeg there this mnstant off the whale Is the
steward an apothecary sie? and may I ask whether this 13
the sort of bitters by which he blows back the hfe mto a
half drowned man?

I trust not  _aid Starbuck 1t 1s poor stuff enough

‘Aye aye steward cried Stubb  well teach you to drug
a harpooneer none of your apothecary s medicine here you
want to poison us do ye? You have got out msurances on
gur Iives and want to murder u all and pocket the proceeds

o ye?

It was not me cried Dough Boy 1t was Aunt Chanty
that brought the ginger on board and bade me never give
the harpooneers any spirits but only this ginger jub—so she
called 1t

Ginger jub! you gingerly rascal' tale that! and run
along with ye to the lockers and get sometliny better I
hope I do no wrong Mr Starbucl It 1 the captams
orders—grog for the harpooneer on a whale

‘Enough rephed Starbuck only dont it lum agamn

ut—-

Oh I never hurt when T lut except when I hit a whale
or something of that sort and this fellow s a weazel W
were you about sayimng sic?

Only this go down with hum, and get what
thyself
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W hen Stubb reappeared he came with a dark flash mn one
hand and a sort of tea caddy 1 the other The first con
taed strong spiits and was handed to Queequeg the
second was Aunt Chanty s gift and that was freely ginen to
the waves

CHAPTLR LNAIIX

STUBE AND FLASK KILL A RIGHT WHALE AND THEN HAVE
A TALK OVER HIM

Ir must be borne m mind that all this time we have 3
Sperm Whales prodigious head hanging to the Pequods
sde  But we must et it continue hanging there a while
)l we can get a chance to attend to it For the preseat
other matters press and the best we can do now for the head
15 to pray heaven the tachles may kold

Now durmg the past might and forenoon the Pequod
bad graduafh drifted imto o sea which by s accaswonal
patches of yellow bt gave wnusual tohens of the vicnity
of Rught Whales a species of the Leviathan that but few
supposed 1o be at this particular e Turking any where neat
And though all hands commonly disdained the capture of
those wfenor crestures and though the Pequod was not
commuss oned to cruise for them at all and though she had
passed numbers of them near the Crozetts without lowenng
aboat yet now that a Sperm W hale had been brought along
side. and beheaded to the surprse of all the announcement
was made that o Right Whale should be captured that day,
sf opportunity offered

Mot was this long wantimg  Tall spouts were seen {0
Jeenard and Mo boats Stubb s and Flash s were detached
m pursmt  Pulhing further and further away they at last
became almost mvisible to the men at the mast head  But
suddenly i the chstance they saw a great heap of tumul
tuous white water and soon after news came from aloft
th.t one or both the boats must be fast An mtenal passed
and the boats were in plam sight i the act of bewng dragged
nght towards the ship by the towing whale So close
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the monster come to the hull that at first 1t seemed as 1f he
meant 3t malice but suddenly going down 1n a maelstrom,
withun three rods of the planks he wholly disappeared from
view asif diving under the heel  Cut cut! was the cry
from the ship to the boats which for one instant seemed
on the point of being brought with a deadly dash against the
vessel s side  But having plenty of lie vet 1n the tubs and
the whale not sounding very rapudly they paid out abun
dance of rope and at the same ume pulled with all their
mught so as to get ahead of the ship  For a few muutes the
strugple was intensely enitical for while they stifl slackea
out the tightened line 1n one direction and still plied their
oars n another the contending stram threatened to take
them under  But it was only a few feet advance they sought
to gain  And they stuch to 1t il they did gam 1t when
instantly a swift tremor was felt running lke lightmng
along the heel as the stramned line scraping beneath the
ship suddenly rose to view under her bows smapping and
quivering and so flinging off 1ts dnppings that the drop
fell ke bits of broken glass on the water while the whale
beyond alco rose to sight and once more the boats were
free to iy But the fagged whale abated his speed and
blindly altering his course went round the stern of the ship
towing the twg boats after him so that they performed a
complete circuit

Meantime they hauled more and more upon their lines
tll close flanking tim on both sides Stubb answered Flask
with lance for lance and thus round and round the Pequod
the battle went while the multitudes of harks that had
before swum round the Sperm Whales body rushed to the
fresh blood that was pilled thirstily dnnking at every new
gash as the eager I raelites did at the new bursting foun
tams that poured from the smitten rock

At last s spout grew thick and with a fnghtful roll an¢
vonut he turned upon his back a corpse

While the two headsmen were engaged in making fast
cords to his flukes and in other ways getting the Mass m
readiness for towing some comversation ensued between
them

v
I wonder what the old man wants with this lump of fou! ¢
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Pogh! Stubb, you are shylarking how can Fedallah
do that?

Tdont know Fiash but the devil 1s 2 curious chap and
a wicked one I tell ye Why they say as how he went a
sauntening into the old flag ship once switching his tail
about devilish easy and gentlemanlke and nquinng 1f the
old governor was at home  Well he was at home and asked
the dewil what he wanted The devil switching s hoofs,
upand says Iwant John  What for? says the old gover
nor  \What business 1s that of yours says the devil getting
mad —T want to u e him ~ Take him_ says the governor
—and by the Lord Flask 1f the devil didu't give John the
Asatic cholera before he got through with lim L1l eat this
whale 1n one mouthful But look sharp—ain t you ail ready
there? Well then pull ahead and lets get the whale
alongside

I think I remember some such story as you were tell
mg  sad Flash when at last the two boats were slowly
advancing with their burden towards the ship but I cant
Temember where

Three Spamards? Adventures of those three bloody
minded oladoes? Did ye read 1t there Flash? I guess
ye did?

No never saw such a book heard of it though But
now tell me Stubb do you suppose that that devil you was
speaking of just now was the same you say 1s now on brard
the Pequod?

Am 1 the same man that helped kill this whale® Doesn t
the devil ive for ever who ever heard that the devil was
dead? Did you ever <ee any parson a Wearing mourmng
for the devil? And if the devil has a latch key to get mto
the admirals cabin dont you suppose he can crawl nto
a port hole?> Tell me that Mr Flask?’

How old do you suppose Fedallzh 1s Stubb?

Do you see that mammast there? pointing to the ship

well thats the figure one now take all the hoops in the
Pequod s hold and string em along 1n a row with that mast

for oughts do you see well that wouldnt begin to be
Fedallahs age ~Nar all the coopers 1n treation couldnt -
show hoops enough to make oughts enough’
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‘ But see bBere Syupp T thought You a Iittle boasted Just
BOW that oy meant to g0 Fedallap , S8 togs 4f yoy got
3 good chapce Nov i pes 50 old ag a3 those hoops of
Yours come 1, and if he \g 50Ing 10 hye for ever what gooqd
will it do ¢, pitch hym Overboard—¢ey me thatp

Gie hum good duckmg anyhop,

But he g €1awl back

Duycp, him agag and Leep duching him

Suppose he shoylq take 3t 1nso his heag to ducl, You,
thoughN)es and drown You—what then>

T shonlg lhe to see him try g Id gue hm sych
baw of placl €YeS that he wouldn ¢ dare {0 show hyg face
n the admra) ¢ Cabin agam fora long winte let ajone down
n the orlop there where he Iives ang lxerenbouts on the
Upper dechg where he Sneaks go much  Damp the devt
Fay OU suppoce [ m aftaid of the dey 12 hos afrard
of lum CYXCEDL the olg BOVernor v py, daresp ¢ catch him apd
Put by 4 double darbres 55 he deserveg but sepg him go
about kldnappmg People a0 and
that alt ¢ People the dey,f ludnapped |t

ere s a Boverngyt
A ;) You suppgsa Fedallap wants to kidnap Captan

2

Doy Suppose 5> Youj) know 44 before long  Flag),

Bur 1 M going pow to keep 5 sharp Iodh-out o by and

I see 20ything very SUsprcioys 8otng an 1y Just tale
s 0!

Bir b eh Mpe of h. neck ang 52y - bere Beelye

ub 3oy don ¢ gy 1t and sf pa makes Y fuss by the Lord
It 81ab 1nrg p,g Pocket for pyg tal take 54 40 the
€aps AIVve i such Wrenching ang heaving that
his il wy come shore off t the sty see  and

en [ ray SUe s whep e inds himgeff docked 1n ghag
QUEET fashion hej} reak off Without the poor satisfaction

of feelmg his gy bemeen hrs legs

And whyy Will voy oo WAR the ta) Stubb2

Do’\njth 2 Sepp it for ap OX whip when we get home —
ele

oW do 5oy mean whay 30U say ang have been saying
all along Stubp>

fean or not meap bere we are at the ship’
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The boats were here hailed to tow the whale on the lar
board side where fluke chains and other necessaries Were
already prepared for securing lnm

Dudnt1 tell you so? smd Flash  yes you'll soon see
‘h:5 nght whales head hoisted up opposite that parma
cettrs

In good time Flash s saying proved true  As hefore the
Pequod steeply leaned over towards the sperm whale s head
now by the counterpoise of both heads <he regamed ber
even heel though =orely stramed you may well beleve So
when on one side you hotst in Locke s head you go over that
Way but now on the other side hoist 1n hants and you
come bact agamn but 1n very poor plight Thus some
minds for ever heep tmming boat Oh 3ye foolsh!
throw all these thunder heads overboard and then you will
float Light and nght

In dispo ing of the bodv of a nght whale when brought
alongside the ship the same prelumnary proceedings com
monly take place as in the case of a sperm whale onlv
the latter mstance the head 15 cut off whole but mn the
former the lips ind tongue are separately removed and
hoisted on dech with all the well known black bone attached
to what 1s called the crown piece  But nothing like this n
the pre ent case had been dome The carcases of both
whales had dropped astern and the head laden ship not
a little resemhled a mule carrying a pair of overbirdeming
Pinniers

Meantume Fedallah was calmly eyemng the nght whales
head and ever and anon glancing from the deep wnnkles
there to the lines 1n his own hand  And Ahab chanced so
to stand that the Parsee occupied his shadow while if the
Parsee s shadow was there at all 1t seemed only to blend with
and lengthen Ahabs As the crew tolled on ILaplandish
speculations were bandied among them concerning all the-e
passing things
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CHAPTER LXAIV
THE SPERM WHALE'S HEAD—CONTRASTED VIEW

HERE now are two great whales laymg ther heads
together let us jon them and lay together our own

Of the grand order of folio leviathans the Sperm Whale
and the Right Whale are by far the most noteworthy They
are the only whales regularly hunted by man To the Nan
tucheter they present the two extremes of all the Lnown
vaneties of the whale As the external difference between
them 15 mainly observable in their heads and as a head of
cach 1s this moment hanging from the Pequod s side and as
we may freely go from one to the other by merely stepping
across the deck —where I should like to know will you
obtain a better chance to study practical cetology than here?

Tn the first place you are struck by the general contrast
between these heads  Both are massive enough 1n all con
science but there 1s a certam mathematical symmetry m
the Sperm Whales which the Right Whales sadly lacks
There 15 more character mn the Sperm Whales head As
you behold 1t jou involuntarily yreld the rmmense super
tority to lum 1 pownt of pervading digmity  In the present
mstance too this digmty 1s heightened by the pepper and
salt color of Ts head at the summit giving tohen of ad
vanced age and large experience In short he 1s what the
fishermen technically call a grey headed whale

Let us now note what 1s least dissimilar 1n these heads—
namely the two most important organs the eve and the ear
Far back on the side of the head and low down near the
angle of exther whale s jaw 1f you narrowly search you will
at last ee a lashless eye which you would fancy to be a
young colt s eye so out of all proportion 1s 1t to the magn
tude of the head

Now from thi peculiar sideway position of the whale’
eyes 1t 1s plan that he can never see an object which 1s
exactly ahead no more than he can one exactly astern In
a word, the positton of the whale s eyes corresponds to that
of « mans ear and you may fancy for yourseli how 1t
would fare with you did you sideways survey objects
through your ears  You would find that you could only
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commind ome thirty degrees of vision in advance of the
straight side line of sight and about thirty more behind 1t
If your btterest foe were wall g straight towards you
with dagger uplifted 1n broad day you would not be able
to see lum any more than 1f he were stealin” upon you from
behind  Inaword you would have two backs o to speak
but at the same time ako two fronts (side fronts) for
what 15 3¢ that makes the front of a man—-what 1ndeed but
hus eyes?

Moreover while in most other anwmals that I can now think
of the eyes are o planted as imperceptibly to blend ther
visual powner so as to produce one picture and not two te
the bram the pecubiar posttion of the whales eyes effec
tually divided as they are by many cubic feet of solid head,
which towers between them like a great mountain separating
two lakes mn valleys this of course must wholly separate
the mpressions which each independent organ mmparts  The
whale therefore must see one distinct picture on this 1de,
and another distinct picture on that side while all between
must be profound darkness and nothingne s to him  Man
may 1n effect be said to fook out on the world from a entry
box with two jowed sashes for his window But with the
whale the e two sashes are separately mserted making two
distinct windows but s.dly 1mpaining the view  This pe
«uhanty of the whales eyes 18 a thing always to be borne
1 mind in the fishery and to be remembered by the reader
n some ubsequ nt cenes

A curious and mo t puzzling question mght be started
concerning this visual matter as touching the Leviathan
But T must be content with a kint  So long as a man's eyes
are open m the Iiht the act of seemng 15 wvoluntary that
15 he cannot then help mechar ically seemng whatever objects
are before lnm  Nevertheless any ones experience will
teach lum that though he can take 1 an undiscimmating
sweep of things at one glance 1t 1s quite ampossible for him,
attentively and completely to examne any two thmn ¢~
however large or however Small—at one and the same
m tant of time npever mund if they lie side by side and
touch each other But if you now come to separate these
two objects and surround each by a circle of profound ’
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dartness then i ordet to see one of them, wn such &
manner as to bring your mimd to bear on i, the other will
be utterly excluded fram jour contemporaly €onsCOUSNEss
How ts 1t then with the whale? True Dboth lus eyes m
th 1 must it ly act but 1s his bram so
much more comprehensive combiung, and subtle than
mans that ke can at the same moment of tume atteattvely
examne two distmet prospects one on one side of fum and
the other 1 an exactly opposie direction? If he can then
15 1t a5 marnvellous a thing 1 him as if 3 man were able
smultaneously to go through the demonstrattans of two
dishnct problems wn Euchd  Nor, strrctly investigated, 35
there any meongrurty in this companson

It may be but an idle whim but 1t has always seemed to
me that the dinary vacill of t dis
played by some whales when beset by three or four boats
the tmidity and bahih y to queer inghts <o common to
stch whales I think that all this sndsrecily proceeds from
the helpless perplexity of voliton 1 which thewr divided
a‘z‘xd diametrically appasite powers of sision mast mvohe
them

But the ear of the whate 15 full as cunious as the eye  1f
yOU are an eatire stranger to thewr race you mught hunt over
these two heads for hours and mever discover that orgas
The ear has o external leal whatever and mnto the hole
sself 3ou can hardly mnsert a quill o woudrously minute 35
1t 1t s lodged a httle belund the eye  With respect to
therr ears this tmportaat différence s to be observed between
the <perm whale and the nght  While the ear of the former
has an external opening that of the latier 15 entwrely ano
evenly covered over with 3 membrane o as to be qmte un
perceptible from without

Is 3t not curtous that =0 vast 2 being ss the whale should
see the world through so small an eye and hear the thunder
through ap ear which 1s maller than 2 hates? But af hus
eyes were broad a5 the lens of Her chels great telescope
and ks ears capatious as the potches of cathedrals would
that mabke him any longer of mght or sharper of heaung?
ot at all ~-\Why then do you try ta ealarpe your mind?
Subtilize it
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Let us now with whatever levers and steam engines we
have at hand, cant over the sperm whale s head so that 1t
may he bottom up then ascending by a ladder to the sum
mit have a peep down the mouth and were 1t not that the
body 15 now completely separated from 1t with a lantern
we might descend into the great hentuchy Mammoth Cave
of his stomach  But let us hold on here by this tooth and
look about us where we are What a really beautiful and
chaste looking mouth! from floor to ceiling hned or rather
papered with a ghstening white membrane glossy as bridal
sating

But come out now and look at this portentou lower jaw

which seems like the long narrow Iid of an immense snuff
bot with the hinge at one end instead of one wde  If you
Pty 1t up so as to get 1t overhead and expo e its rows of
teeth 1t seems a terrific portcullis and such alas! 1t proves
0 many a poor wight 1n the fishery upon whom these spikes
fall with mpahng force But far more terrible 15 1t to
behold when fathoms down 1 the sea you ee some sulky
whale floatmg there suspended with his prodigiou jaw
ome fifteen feet long hanging traight down at nght
angles with s body for all the world like a ships jib
boom This whale 1s not dead he 1s only dispiited out
of sorts perhaps hypochondriac and so supwne that the
hinges of s jaw have relaxed leaving him there mn that
unganly ort of plight a reproach to all lus tribe who must
no doubt mprecate lock jaws upon him

In most cases this lower Jaw—being easily unhinged by a
practised artist—is disengaged and hoisted on dech for the
purpo e of extracting the nory teeth and furmshing a
supply of that hard white whalebone with which the fisher
men fashion all orts of cunous articles including canes
umbrella sticks and handles to riding whips

With a long weary ho t the yaw 15 dragged on board as
1f 1t were an anchor and when the proper time comes—some
few days after the other worh—Queequeg Daggoo and
Tashtego bemg all accomplshed dentists are set to drawing
teeth  VWith a keen cutting “pade Queequeg lances the
gums  then the jaw 15 lashed down to ningbolts and a tackle
being ngged from aloft, they drag out these tecth a's//
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manvellous manner But 1if this whale be a king he 15 a very
sulky looking fellow to grace a diadem Look at that hang
ing lower lip! what 2 huge sulk and pout 15 there! 2 sulk
and pout by carpenter s measurement about twenty feet
long and five feet deep a sulk and pout that Wil yield you
some 500 gallons of o1l and more

A great pity now that this unfortunate whale should be
hare-lipped  The fissure 1s about a foot across Probably
the mother during an important Interval was sailimg down
the Peruvian coast when earthquakes caused the beach to
gape Qver this p as over a shippery threshold we now
slide into the mouth  Upon my word were I at Machinaw,
1 should take this to be the imside of an Indian wigwam
Good Lord! is thi> the road that Jonah went? The roof
1s about twelve feet high and rums to a pretty sharp angle,
as if thete were a regufar nidge pole there while these
nibbed arched hairy sides present us with those wondrous
half vertical scimetar shaped slats of whalebone say three
hundred on a side which depending from the upper part
of the head or crown bome form those Venetian blinds
which have elsewhere been cursortly mentioned The edges
of these bones are fninged with hairy fibres through which
the Right W hale straws the water and m whose Intnicactes
be retains the small fish when open mouthed he goes
through the seas of brt in feeding time In the central
blinds of hone 2s they stand 1n thew patural order there
are certan curious marks curies hollows and ndges,
whereby some whalemen calculate the creatures age as
the age of an oah by 1ts circular nings  Though the certainty
of this cnteron 13 far from demonstrable yet it has the
savor of analogical probabiity At any rate 1f we yield to
1t we must grant a far greater age to the Right Whale than
at first glance will eem reasonable

In old times there seem to have prevailed the most
curtous fancies concerming these blinds  One voyager m
Purchas calls them the wondrous whiskers 1nside of the
whales mouth * another hogs bnstles a third old

o™ ot 4 RN L TN o R T et T e
ter d fth low 1w Som umes theee t fig mpart th  bngindish
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Can you catch the expression of the Sperm Whales
there? It 15 the same he died with only some of the longer
wnnkles in the forehead seem now faded away I think
Iis broad brow ta be full of a prairie like placidity born of
a peculative differcnce as to death  But mark the other
heads expression  See that amazing lower hip pressed by
acaident aganst the ves el s side so as firmlv to embrace the
Jaw  Docs not this whole head seem to speah of an
enormous practical resolution 1n facing death? This Right
Whale I tale to have been a Storc the Sperm Whale, a
Platonsan who nught have taken up Spinoza i his latter
Yyears

CHAPTER LAXVI
THE BATTERING RAM

ERe quitting for the nonce the Sperm Whales head, 1
would have you as a sensible physiologist simply—par
ticularly remark 1ts front aspect 1n all 1ts compacted collec
tedness I would have you investigate 1t now with the sole
view of forming to yourself .ome unevaggerated ntelligent
estimate of whatever battering ram power may be lodged
there Here 15 a vital pont for you must either satisfac
torily settle this matter with yourself or for ever remamn ar
mfide] as to one of the most appalling but not the less true
le‘venls perhaps anywhere to be found i all recorded

1story

You observe that in the ordinary swimming position of the
Sperm Whale the front of his head presents an almost
wholly vertical plane to the water you observe that the
lower part of that front slopes considerably backwards so
as to furmsh more of a retreat for the long sochet which
recenes the boom like lower jaw you observe that the
mouth 15 entirely under the head much 1 the same way
indeed as though your own mouth were entirely under your
chin Moreover you observe that the whale has no external
nose and that what nose he has—us spout hole—is on the
top of lus head you observe that lus eves and ears are at
the sides of his head nearly one thurd of his ¢otire length #

rd

o
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elastiaity of its emvelop conuidering the umque mtenor of
bus head 1t has hypothetically occurred to me I sav that
those mystical Iung<celled honeycombs there may possibly
have some hitherto ugknown and unsuspected connexion
with the outer air so as to be susceptible to atmosphenc
distension and contraction If this be so fancy the irresis
tibleness of that might to which the most 1mpalpable and
destructive of all elements conttibutes

Now mark Unernngly impelling this dead impregnable
uninjurable wall and this most buoyant thing within  there
swims behund 1t all a mass of tremendous hfe only to be
adequately estimated as piled wood 15—by the cord and
all obedient to one volition as the smallest msect So that
when I shall hereafter detail to you all the pecralities and
concentrations of potency everywhere lurking 1n this expan
sive mon ter when I shall show vou some of lus more
inconsiderable braming feats I trust you will have re
nounced all ignorant incredulity and be ready to abide by
this that though the Sperm Whale stove a passage through
the Isthmus of Darien and mived the Atlantic with the
Puaific you would not elevate one hair of your eye brow
For unless vou own the whale you are but a provincial and
sentimentalist 1n Truth But cleer Truth 1 a thing for
salamander giants only to encounter how small the chances
for the provincials then? What befel the weahlng youth
hiting the dread goddesss veil at Lais?

CHAPTER LXXAVIT
THE GREAT HEIDELBURGIH TUN

Now comes the Baling of the Case  But to comprehend
it anght you must know something of the curous nternal
structure of the thing operated upon

Regarding the Sperm Whale s head as a solid oblong you
may on an mchned plane sideways divide it nto two
quoins ! whereof the lower 15 the bony structure forming

1Quy gt Edd tm Lbl gt thpe  t Imthmte
1 et e mets awmot . Ka 1dwh Baf s from
@it hpedfmmed by th st p 1 ton of d
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the cramum aed jaws and the upper an unctuous mass
wholly free from bones its broad forward end formung the
expanded vertical apparent forehead of the whale At the
middie of the forehead honzontally subdmnde this upper
quom and then jou have two almest equal parts srhich
before were natucaily divided by an wternal wall of a thek
tendinous substance
The lower subdivided part called the junh 13 otie 1m

mense hopevcomb of o formed by the crossing and re
crosang anto ten thousand infltrated cells of tough elashc
white fibres throughout its whole extent  The upper part,
Lnows as the Case mav be regarded as the great Hedel
burgh Tun of the Sperm Vhale And as that famous great
perce 15 mystically carved m front so the whales vast
plarted farehead forms mnumerable strange devices for em
blematical adornment of his wondrons tun  Moreover as
that of Hedelburgh was always hed with the most
ewellent of the wines of the Rhemih valleys so the tun
of the whale contams by far the most precious of all us
oty vintages namely the highly prized spermacets 19 3ts
absolutely pure hmpid 2nd odoriferous state  Nor 15 this
precious substance found unalloved m any other part of
the creature  Though i hfe 1t remams perfecily flud yet,
upon exposure to the air after death 1t soon begns to
concrete  sending forth beautful crystallme boofs a5
when the fir t thin delicate 1ce 35 Just forming wn water A
large whale s case generally 3y elds about five hundred gallons
of sperm though from unasordable circumstances, conss
erable of 1t 15 spifled feals and dribbles away or s other
wise srevocably lost mn the tichli h buwness of secunng
what you can

now nat with what fine and cotly watenal the
Hedelburgh Tun was costed watlan but m superlative
richness that costing could not possibly have compared
with the sihen pearlcolored membrane hhe the hning of 3
fine pehh & formung the inner surface of the Sperm Whales

e

It will have been een that the Hedelburgh Tun of the
Sperm Whale embraces the entire length of the entire top
of the head  and since-—as has been elsewhere set forth~
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head embraces one third of the whole length of the creature
then settng that length down at eighty feet for a good
sized whale, you have more than twenty six feet for the
depth of the tun when 1t 15 lengthwise hoisted up and down
agamst a ship s side

As n decapitating the whale the operator s instrument 1g
brought close to the spot where an entrance 15 subsequently
forced into the spermacett magazine he has therefore to be
uncommonly heedful lest a careless unttmely stroke should
imvade the sanctuary and wastingly let out its nvaluable
contents It s this decapitated end of the head alse which
3s at last elevated out of the water and retuned m that
position by the enormous cutting tackles whose hempen
combinations on one side make quite 2 wilderness of ropes
m that quarter

Thus much being sad attend now I pray you to that
marvellous and—mn this particular nstance-almost fatal
operation whereby the Sperm Whales great Heidelburgh
Tun 1s tapped

CHAPTER LAXNVIID
CISTERN AND BUCKETS

Nurere as a cat Tashtego mounts aloft and without
altening s erect posture runs straight out upon the over
banging mamyard arm to the part where 1t exactly projects
over the hoisted Tun  He has cartied with him a light tackle
called a whip consisting of only two parts travellng
through a single sheaved block Securng this block so
that 1t hangs down from the yard arm be swin,s one end of
the rope tll 1t 1s caught and firmly held by a hand on the
dech  Then hand over hand down the other part the
Indian drops through the arr till dexterously he lands cn
the summut of the head There—stll high elevated above
the rest of the company to whom he vivaciously cries—he
seems ome Turkish Muezain callin,, the gvm{v people to
prayers from the top of a tower A hort handled sharp
spade being sent up to lim he diligently searches for the
proper place to begin breaking mto the Tun In Lh"xﬁ

P
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busiess he proceeds very heedfuily Ide a treasure hunter
12 some old house sovndmg the walls to find where the gold
3% masoned 1w By the tme this cantious seatch 1> over, a
tout irom bound bucket, precisely hhe & well buchet, has
been attached to one end of the whip while the sther end,
Deing <tre*ched across the dech, 15 there held by two or theee
alert hands  These tast wow horst the buchet within grasp
of the Indtan to whom another persor has reached Up a
very long pale  Inserting thus pole mto the bucket, Task
tegp downward gwdes the bucket into the Tun i o
entirely disappears then giving the word ta the seamen ut
the «Bip up comes the buchet agan all bubbhing lde &
dairy mard s pod} of new midk  Carefully Jowered from us
heaght the £ freghted vessel 13 caught by an apponted
hand and quickly emp el wto a large tub  Then xe
wotwting aloft 1t agam gees througn the same rovnd vatl
the deep cistern will vield no more  Towatds the end Tash

tego as tq cam his long pole harder and harder and deeper
and deeper mio the Tun uatd some twenty feet of the pole
bave gore down

Now the peopie of the Pequod had been baling sore tune

{o this way  everal tubs had been filed with the fragrant
spérm when all ot onte a queer acadent bappened

Whether 1t was that Tashtego that wild fadiep was 0
heedless and reckless as to fet go for 2 moment his on¢

handed rold on the great cabled tachles suspending the
head or whether fhe place where he stood was <o treacher

ous and 6ozy or whether the Evil One bum elf would bave
«t to fall out so withont statmg ks particafar reasons, how
i wag ety there is no teling now  but on 2 sudden, as
the eghtieth or nmmeveth bucket came suchingly tp—my
God' poor Tashtcgo--tie the twin ve wrocating bucket
1 3 ventale well dropped head foremost down o this
great Tun of Hedelbursh avd with a hornble oy gurghng,
went ¢lean out of yobg?

Afan overboard! cried Daggoo who amnd the general
consternation first came to his senses  Swing the buchet
this way! and putting one foot mto 1 so as the hetter
7o secure his shppery hand hold on the whip nesell the
Bossters ran bim ngh vp to the top of the bead, alwost
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before Tashtego coul} have reached 1ts 1nterior bottom
Meantime there v.s 1 ternble tumult Looking over the
side they saw the before lifeless head throbbing and heaving
Just below the urface of the ea as if that moment seized
with some momentous idea whereas 1t was only the poor
Indian unconsciously revealing by those struggles the penl
ous depth to which he had sunk
At this instant while Dagzoo on the summut of the head

was clearing the whip—which had somehow got foul of the
great cutting tachles—a sharp cracking noise was heard
and to the unspeakable horror of ail one of the two enor
mous hooks suspending the head tore out and with a vast
vibratron the enormous mass sideways swung till the drunk
ship recled and shook as if smitten by an iceberg  The
one remaming hook upon which the entire strain now
depended seemed every mstant to be on the pomnt of giving
way an event still more likely from the violent motions of
the head

Come down come down! yelled the seamen to Daggoo
but with one hand holding on to the heavy tackles so that
1f the head should drop he would still remun suspended
the negro having cleared the foul Lne rammed down the
bucket nto the now collapsed well meaning that the buried
harpooneer should grasp 1t and so be hoisted out

In heavens name man cried Stubb  are you ramming
home a cartridge thereP—Avast! How wall that help him
Jamming that tron bound bucket on top of his head? Avast
will yel

Stand clear of the tachle! cried 2 vorce ke the burstmg
of a rocket

Almost i the same instant with a thunder boom the
enormous ma s dropped into the sea like Niagaras Table
Rock mto the whirlpao] the suddenly relieved hull rolled
away from 1t to far down her glttering copper and all
caught their breath as half swinging—now over the sailors
heads and now over the water—paggoo through a thick
must of spray was dimly beheld chnging to the pendulous
tackles while poor bured alive Tashtego was hing
utterly down to the bottom of the seal But hardly had ¢
blinding vapor cleared away when a naked figure v;x(th‘
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boarding sword m his hand was for one swift moment seen
hovering ovet the bulwarks The next a loud <plash an
nounced that my brave Queequeg had dived to the rescue
One pached ru b was made to the side and every €ye
counted every ripple as moment foliowed moment, ard na
SIER of either the sinker or the diver could he <cen  Some
hands now jumped snto 1 boat alongside and pu hed 2 httle
oft from the ship

Ha! ha' cned Dasgeo ol at once from his now
guet swinung perch overherd and looking further off
from the de we saw n arm thrust upnght from the blue
waves 1 Svht strange 10 see as an arm thrust forth from
the gr ss over a grave

Beth! both ——it 15 both! —cried Daggoo agmn with a
joyful showt and <oon after Queequeg was seen boldly
striams out with one hand and with the other clutchmng the
Tong hair of the Indian  Drawn wnto the wasting boat they
were quichly brought to the dech but Tashtego was long
1n coming to and Queequer did not look very hri ko

Now how had thns noble rescue been accomphished?
Why dning after the slowly descending tead Queequeg
with ks heen sward had made side lunges near its bottom
80 us to scuttle 2 Jarge hole there then dropping bis sword
had thrust lus long arm far inwards and upsards and <
hauled out our poor Tash by the head He averred, that
upon fir ¢ thrushng wn for m a leg wos presented  but welt
knowing that that was not as tt ought to be and mmght
occasion preat trouble —be had thrust back the leg ond
by a desterous heave and toss had wrought a somerset
upon the Ind 2n so that with the next trual he came forth
n the good old way-—head foremost  As for the great head
stsel that was doing as well as could be expected

And thu through the courage and great shill m
obstetrics of Queequeg the deliverance or rather delnery
of Tashtego was successfully accomphshed 1 the teeth,
too, of the most untoward ard apparently hopeless smpedt
ments  which 15 a les on by no means to be forgotlen
Midwifecy should be taught 1n the sante cour e with fencing
and botny nding and vowing

1 kmow that this queer adventute of the Gay Headers
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will be sure to seem mctedible to some landsmen, though
they themselves may hive aither seen of heard of <ome one s
falltng 1nto a cistern ashore an accadent which not seldom
happens and with much less reason too than the Indians
considering the etceeding shpperness of the curb of the
Sperm Whale s well

But peradventure 1t may be sagaciously urged how 1s
this? We thought the tissued infiltrated head of the Sperm
Whale was the lightest and most corky part about bim  and
yet thou malest 1t sioh i an element of a far greater specific
gravity than atself We have thee there Not at all but
I Bave ye for at the time poor Tash fell m the case had
been nearly emptied of its lighter contents leaving little
but the dense tendmous wall of the well—a double welded
hammered sub tance as I bave before said much heavier
than the sea water and a lump of which sinks 1n at Iike lead
almost ~ But the tendency to rapid sinking m this substance
Was m the present mstince Taterially counteracted by the
other parts of the head remating undetached from 1t sc
that 1t sank very slowly and dehberately indeed affording
Queequeg a faiw chance for performing his agle obstetrics
on the run as yon may say Yes 1t was a runmung dehvery
80 1t Was

Now had Tashtego perished m that head 1t had been a
Very precious perishing  smothered 1n the very whitest and
damtiest of {ragrant spermaceti coffined hearsed and
tombed 1 the secret inner chamber and sanctum sanctorum
of the whale Only one weeter end can readily be secalled
—the deliciouy death of an Ohio honey hunter who seekin,
honev 1n the croteh of a hollow tree found such exceeding
store of 1t that leaning too far over 1t suched him mn so
that he died embalmed How many think ye have like
wise fallen mto Platos honey head, and swettly penohed
there?

CHAPTER L3N\IX

THE PRAIRIE

"To scan the lmes of hus face or feel the bumps on the
bead of this Teviathan this 1s a thing which no Physiogno.
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nust or Phrenologst bas as yet undertaken  Such an enter
prise would scem almost as hopefut a3 for Lavater to have
scrutimzed the wrinkles on the Rock of Gibraltar, or for
Gall to have mounted a ladder and mampulated the dome
of the Pantheon  Sull m that famous work of s Lavater
not only treats of the vanious faces of men but zlso atfen
tively studes the faces of hotses buds serpents and fich
and dwells 1 detatl upon the modsfications of expression
discernible therem  Nor bhave Galt and his discple Spurz
heim failed to throw out some hints touching the phrent
Jogical characteristics of other beings than man Therefote
though I am but tht quatified for a proveer i the apphcation
of these two sems sciences to the whale I will do my
endeavor 1 try af} things 1 achiere nhat I can

Physwgnormeally regarded the Sperm Whale 15 an
guomalous cresture He has no proper nose And mnce
the no e 1s the central and most conspicuous of the features,
and smce st perhaps most modifies and finally controls their
combined expre sion  hence 1t would seem that its entue
ahsence. as an extertal appendagt mast very lusgely afect
the countenance of the shale Tor as mn landscape garden
Mg 2 pre cupola monument or tawer of some sort, 15
deemed slmost imdsspensable to the completion of the
scene o na face can be physiognomically in keepittg with
out the elev.ted open work belfry of the noe Da h the
nose from Phidass marble Jove and what a oy f¢
mamder! Nevertheless Leviathan s of o mighty A magat
tude 2if W praportions are so stately that the same
defictency which n the sculptured Jove were hdeous 1
him s o blemush at al  Nay it 15 an added grandeur A
nose to the whale would have been tmpertinent As o
your physiognomical voyage you mil round s vast head
12 your jolly boat your noble conceptions of him ave never
insulted by the reflection that he has a nose to be putled
A pesulent concett which so often will ansist upon obtrud
g even when behalding the mightiest royal beadle on hta
throne

In some particulars perhaps the most imposing PhysOf
nomical view ta be had of the Sperm Whale 15 that of 1b€
full front of lus head  This aspect 13 sublime
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In thoucht, a fine human brow is like the East when
troubled with the morning  In the repose of the pasture
the curled brow of the bull has a touch of the grand n 1t
Pushing heavy cannon up mountam defiles the elephants
brow 15 majestic  Human or animal the mystical brow 1s
as that great golden seal affixed by the German Emperors to
their decrees It 1smfies— God done this day by my
hand’  But in most creatures nay 1n man hmself very
often the brow 15 but a mere strp of alpme land lymg alon,,
the snow hine  Few are the foreheads which Iike Shak
peates ot Melancthon's nise so ligh and de cend .o low
that the eyes themselves seem clear eternal tideless moun
tan lakes and all abose them mn the forebead s wrnkles
you seem to track the antlered thoughts descending there ta
drnl a5 the Highland hunters track the snow prints of the
deer  But in the great Sperm Whale thus hugh and mghty
god ke digmity nherent in the brow 1s so immensely
amplified that gazing on st n that full front view you feel
the Deity and the dread powers more forcibly than mn
bchaldmg any other object 1n hving nature For you see
110 ane point preciselv  not one distinct feature 15 revealed
10 No e eyes ears of mouth no face he has none proper
nothing but that one broad firmament of a forehead pleated
with nddles  dembly lowenng with the doom of boats and
ship and men Nor i prafile does this wondrous brow
dumnish  theugh that way viewed its grandeur does rot
domineer upon you 50 In profile you plamly perceive that
horzontal  emi crescentic  depre.sion 1n the forehead s
muddle which 1n a man 1s Tavater s mark of genius

But Fov? Genius in the Sperm Whale? Has the Sperm
W hale ever written a boo!  spohen a speech? No kit great
gemus 1s declared m his damng nothing particular to prove it
1t 15 moreover declared m his pyramdical ilence And
this reminds me that had the great Sperm Whale been
hnown to the young Orent World he would have been
derfied by thewr cinld magian thoughts They desfied the
crocodile of the Nile becau e the crocodile 1y tongueless
and the Sperm Whale has no tongue or at least 1t is so
exceedingly mall as to be incapable of protrusion I+
hereafter any lughlv cultured poetical pation hall ]

b
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back to ther birth nght the merry May-day gods of old,
and hvingly enthrone them agam mn the now exotistical sky
1 the now unhaunted kil then be sute, exalted to Joves
high oeat the great Sperm W hale shall lord 1t

Champoihion deciphered the wrinkled gramte hierogly
phies  But there 15 no Champollion to decipher the Egvpt
of every mans and every bengs fate Physiognomy, like
every other human science 1s but a paswng fable If then
S Walliam Jones who reat 1n thirty languages could not
read the sinplest pea ant s face 1w 1ts profounder and more
subtle meamngs how may Unlettered Ishmael hope to read
the awful Chaldee of the Sperm Whales brow? I but put
that brow before you Read 1t af you can

CHAPTER IXXN\
THE MUT

I¥ the Sperm Whale be physiognomucally 2 Sphint 1o
the phrenoloast his bramin seems that geometnical owrcle
shich 1t 15 impossible to square

In the fnif grown creatare the ¥kull will measure at least
twenty feet 1n length  Unhinge the lower jaw and the sde
view of this shull 15 as the smde view of a moderately
melined plane resting throughout on a fevel base But 10
ide—as we bave elsewhere seen—ims nchned plane B
asgutarly filled up and afmost squared by the enprmous
superincumbent mass of the yunk and sperm At the high
end the Lull forms a crater to bed that part of the mass
while under the long floor of thrs crater—in another cavity
reldom exceeding ten wches n length and as many 10
depth—reposes the mere bandful of this monsters bram
The brain 15 at least twenty feet from s apparent forehead
m hife, st 15 dden away behind 1s vast outworks hie the
mnermost citadel withn the amphified forufications of
Quebec  So hike 2 chonce cashet 15 1t secreted an Ium, that
{ have Lpown .ome whalemen who peremptonly deny that
the Sperm Whale has any other bram than that palpable

emblance of one formed by the cubic yards of his sperd
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magazine  Lying 1n strange folds courses and comvolu
tions to their apprehensions it seems more in keeping with
the 1dea of hrs general might to regard that mystic part of
Im as the  at of his intellience

It 1s plam then that phrenologically the head of thi
Leviathan 1 the creatures Ining intact state 1S an entire
delusion  As for his true brain you can then see no indica
tions of 1t nor feel any The whale like all thin,s that are
mughty wears a fal e brow to the common world

If you unload his skull of its spermy heaps and then
take a rear view of its rear end which 1s the high end jou
will be struch by 1ts resemblance to the human shull beheld
m the same situation and from the same pomnt of view
Indeed place this resersed shull (scaled down to the human
magmitude) among 2 plate of mens shulls and you would
mioluntarily confound it with them and remarhing the
depressions on one part of 1ts summit i phrenological
phrase you would say—This man had no self esteem and
no veneration And by tho e negations considered along
with the affirmative fact of his prodigious bulk and power
you can best form to yourself the truest though not the
most exhilarating conception of what the most evalted
potency 1s

But if from the comparative dunensions of the whales
proper bram you deem 1t incapable of bemng adequately
charted then I have another 1dea for you If jou atten
twvely regard almost any quadrupeds spime you will be
struck with the re emblance of its vertebrz to a strung
necklace of dwarfed shulls all beanng rudimental resemn
blance to the hull proper It 15 a German conceit that
the vertebrz are absolutely undeveloped skulls But the
curigus external resemblance I take 1t the Germans were
not the first men to percenve A foreign friend once pomted
1t out o me 1n the skeleton of a foe be had slan and with
the vertebr of which he was wnlaying 1n a sort of ba o
relievo the beaked prow of bis canoe Now I consder
that the phrenologists have omitted an important thing 1
not pushing therr mvestigations from the cerebellum through
the spinal canal For I beheve that much of a mans
character will be found betokened 1n his backbone T would
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vather feel your spime than your skull whoever you are A
thin juist of a spine never yet upheld 2 full and noble soul
{ rejorce 1n mv spine as 1 the firm audacious staff of that
flag wiach T fling half out to the world

Apply this spinal branch of phrenclogy to the Sperm
Vhale ~ His cramal cavity 1s cantinuous with the first neck
vertebra and in that vertebra the bottom of the spmnal
canal will measure ten inches across being eight 1n height,
and of a triangular figure with the base downward  As
1t passes through the remaiming vertebre the canal tapers
in size, but for a considerable distance remains of large
capacity Now of course, this canal 1s filled with much the
same strangely fibrous substance—the spinal cord—as the
brain, and directly communicates with the bram  And
what 15 still more for many feet after emerging from the
brains cavity the spmal cord remans of an undecreasmg
gueth almost equal to that of the bramn  Under all these

would 1t be ble to survey and map

out the whales <pine phrenologically? For viewed n this
light the wonderful compatative smallness of his bramn
proper 1s more than compensated by the wonderful compara
1ve magmtude of s spinal cord

But Jeaving this hint to aperate as 1t may with the
phrenologists I would merely assume the spinal theory for a
moment 1n reference to the Sperm Yhales hump This
augu t hump tf I mistake not rises over one of the larger
vertebrz and 15 therefore wn some sort the outer convex
mould of it From its relative situation then I should call
this high hump the organ of firmness or indomitableness 1t
the Sperm Whale  And that the great monster 1s ndom:
table, you vl yet have rea.on to know

CHAPTER LXNNT
THE PEQUOD MEFTS THE VIRGIN
Tne predestinated day arrved and we duly met the

ship Jungfrau Dench De Deer master of Bremen
At one time the greatest whalng peaple 1n the world the
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Dutch and Germans are now among the least but here and
there ot very wide intervals of latitude and longitude you
still occasionally meet with their flag in the Pacific

For some reason the Junofrau cemed quite eager to pay
Der respects  While yet some distance from the Pequod he
rounded to and droppmg a boat her captain was impelled
towards us impatiently tanding in the bows mnstead of
the stern

“What has he 1n hus hand there® cried Starbuch pomt
ng to something wasingly held by the German  Im
possible!—a lamp-feeder!

ot that said Stubb no no 1its a coffee pot Mr
Starbuck  hes coming off to make us our coffee 1s the
Yarman dont you see that big tin can there alongside of
hum>—that s his botling water Oh! hes all night 1s the
Yarman

Go along with you cried Fla & 1t s a lamp feeder and
an od-can  Hes out of o1l and has come a begging

However curious 1t may seem for an ol ship to be
borrowing o1l on the whale ground and however much 1t may
mvertedly contradict the old proverb about carrying coals
to Newcastle yet sometimes such a thing really happens
and m the present ca e Captamn Derick De Deer did
wdubitably conduct a lamp-feeder as Flash did declare

As he mounted the deck Ahab abruptly acco ted him
#ithout 2t all heeding what he had 1n his hand but in his
broken lingo the German soon evinced s complete
1znorance of the White Whale immediately turning the con
versation to his lamp feeder and il can with some remarks
touching his having to turn into his hammoch at mght m
profound darkness—s last drop of Bremen otl being gone
and not a «ngle flying fish vet captured to supply the
deficiency concluding by hinting that his ship was indeed
what n the Fishery 1s techmcally called a clecn one (that 15
an empty one) well deserving the name of Jungfrau or the
Virgm

His necessities supplied Derich departed but he had pot
gamed his ships side when whales were almost imul
taneously rawsed from the mast heads of both vessels and
so eager for the chase was Denck that without pausing
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put his oil-can and tamp-feeder aboard he sleved vound hi
boat and made after the leviathan lamp leeders
Now the game having nicen 1o Jeeward he and the other
three German boats that soon foliowed him had con.der
ably the start of the Pequods Leels There were esght
whales an average pod  Aware of thewr danger they were
going all abreast nath grent peed strmght before the wind
rubbing their fianks as closelv a3 <o many <pans of horses
m hamess  They leit a great wde wake as though con
tinually unrollng a great wide parchment upon the sea
Tull mn this tapid nabe nd many fathoms m the rear
swam 2 huge humped old bull shich by s comparatively
tow progress as well as by the unusual yellowsh merusta
tions over gromng him  eemed afficted with the jaundie
or some other miirmity  Whether this  hale betonged to
{re pod m advanre .eemed questionable for it 1s not
tustomyry for such venerable Jesiathans to be at aft socal
Nevertheless he <tuch to thew wale though iadeed ther
back water must have retarded i becan e the white bone
or suell at fus broad muzzle was a dashed one Dhe the well
formed when two hostile currents meet  Flis spout was
short slow and laborous coming forth with a chol g sort
of guh and spending self » torn shreds followed by
strange subterranean commotions in him which seemed 10
have egress at us other buried extremity causing the waters
Belund fum 10 vpbubble
Whos got some paregoric? =asd Stubb  he has the
stomach ache Im afrmd  Lord thunk of having half an
acre of stomach ache!  Adverse wiads are hotdwng mad
Christmas 1n him boys It s the fir ¢ foul wing I ever knew
to blow from astern but fook dhd ever whale yaw so before?
1t most be he s lost tus tiller
As an overladen Indiaman beating down the Hindostar
coa t with 2 deck load of fnightened horees caregns bunes
rolls and wallows on her way o did this ofd whale heave
T aged tulh and now and then pastly turning oser on BIs
cumbrous 1b ends expoce the (30 e of s devious wahe 1
the unnatural tomp of s statboard fin W hetber he had
Jost that fin in battle ar had been born without 1t 3t were
bard to say
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“Only wait a bit old chap and Il give ve 4 shng for that
wounded arm,’ cried cruel Flask pornting to the whale-line
near hum

Mind he don t shing thee with 1t cried Starbuck  Gave
way or the German will have him

W ith one mtent all the combined rival boats were pornted
for this one fish becav e not only was he the largest and
therefore the most valuable whale but he was nearest to
them and the other whales were gomng with such great
velotity moreover as almost to defy pursutt for the time
At this juncture the Pequod s keels had shot by the three
German boats last lowered but from the great start he
had had Denck's boat still led the cha e though every
moment neared by his foreign rnvals  The only thing they
feared was that from being already so tmgh to his mark he
would be enabled to dart Iis mon before they could com
bletely overtake and pass him  As for Derich he seered
quite confident that this would be the cae and occastonally
\bﬂth a dending gesture shook his lamp-feeder at the other

oats

The ungracious and ungrateful dog! cried Starbuch
he mocks and dares me with the very poor bot I filled for
him not five minutes agat —then m hus old intense whisper
~ ghve way greyhounds' Dog to it!

T tell ye what 3t 15 men —cned Stubb to s crew— 1t
agamst my religion to get mad but 1d like to eat that
villainous Varman—Pull—won t ye? Are ye poing to let
that rascal beat ye? Do ye love brandy? A hogshead of
brandy then to the best man Come why don t some of ye
burst a hlood vessel? 3 hos that been dropping an anchor
overboard—we dont budge an mch—were becalmed
Halloo here s grass growing in the boat s bottom—and by
the Lord the mast theres buddmg This wont do boys
Lock at that Yarman! The hort and Jong of it 15 men
will ye spt fire or not?

Oh! <ee the suds he makes! cried Fla k dancing up
and down— What a hump—Ob do pile on the beef—lays
like a log! Oh! my lads do spring—slzp-jacks and quo
hogs for supper you know my lads—baked clams and »
muffins—ho, do do spr N A
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lose him now—don't oh, don’t/~-see that Yarman—Oh,
wont ye pull for your duff, my lads—such a sogl such 2
sogger! Dont ye love sperm?  There goes three thousand
dollars men'—a bank'~a whote bank! The bank of Eng
{and'—Oh do do del-~Whats that Yarman about now?

At this moment Dench was m the act of puching his
lamp feeder at the advancing boats and alse s ol<an,
perhaps with the double view of retarding Ius nvals way,
and at the same tme economically accelerating his own
by the momeniary smpetus of the backward toss

The unmannetly Dutch dogger! ' cried Stubb ¢ Pult
now men ke fifty thousand hne of battle ship loads of red
hawred devils  What dye say Tashtego are you the man
20 snap your sping p two and twenty piaces for the bonor
of old Gayhead? What dye say?

I say pull bhe god dam —~cried the Indian

Fiercely but evenly mcited by the taunts of the Ger
man the Pequod s three boats now begin ranging almost
gbrea t and so disposed momentarily neared lum  In that
fine locse chivalrous attitude of the headsman when draw
ng rear to hus prey the three mates stood up proudly, oo
casionally baching the after oarsman with an exhslarating
try of There she <lides now' Hurrah for the white ash
beeze' Down vah the Sarmon!  Sad over him!’

But so decded an omiginal tart had Dench had that
=pite of all theit gallantry he would have proned the victor
1 this race had not a righteous judgment descended upott
him sn a crab which caught the blade of us mudsinp oars
man  Whie this clumsy lubber was triving ta free his
white ash and while 1n consequence Derck s boat was
nigh to capsizing 1nd he thundering away 2t his men 1 2
mughtv rage —that was a good time for Starbuch Stubb
and Tlash  With a shout they took a mortal start for
wards and slanunzly ranged up on the Getmns quarte?
An 1mnstant more and all four boats were Quapomcally
the whale s immediate wale while stretehing from them, oR
both stdes was the foaming swell that he made

Tt was a ternfic most pitiable and maddenng mght
The vhale was now gotag head out and sending tus spout
before lim i 2 contpual tormented get  while bis one
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poor fin beat his side 1 an agony of fnght. Now to this
hand now to that he yawed in Ius faltermg fight and sull
at esery hillow that he broke he spasmodically sank 1n the
sea or sideways rolled towards the sky his one beating
fin So have I seen a bird with clipped wing making af
frighted brohen circle in the air vamly striving to escape
the piratical hawks  But the bird has a voice and with
plamtive cries will make known her fear but the fear of
this vast dumb brute of the sea was chamed up and en

nted 1n hum  he had no voice save that chohing respira
tion through his spiracle and this made the sight of him
unspeakably pitiable while still 1n his amazing bulk port
cullis jaw and ommpotent tal there was enough to appal
the stoutest man who so pitied

Seeing now that but 2 very few moments more twould
ive the Pequod s boats the advantage and rather than be
thus foiled of his game Denick chose to hazard what to
him must have seemed a most unusually long dart ere
the last chance would for ever escape

But no sooner did his harpooneer stand up for the stroke
than all three tigers—Queequeg Tashtego Daggoo—in
stinctively sprang to their feet and standing i a diagonal
10w simyltaneously pomted their barbs and darted over
the head of the German harpooneer their three Nantucket
ons entered the whale Blinding vapors of foam and
white firel  The three boats m the first fury of the whales
headlong ru h bumped the German s aside with such force
that both Dench and his bafffled harponeer were spilled
out and _ailed over by the three flymg Leels

Don ¢ be afrard my butter boves cried Stubb casting
a passmg glance upon them as be shot by  yell be piched
up presently—all nght~I aw ome_ sh.rhs astern—8§t
Bernard s dogs you k il dr tressed 1
Hurrah! this 15 the way to sail now Every keel a sun
beam! Hurrah'—Here we go like three tin hettles at the
tail of a mad cougar! This puts me m mind of fastening
to an elephant m a tilbury on a plain—makes the wheel
spokes fly boys vhen you fasten to him that way and
theres danger of bemng pitched out too when you trike ™
2 il Hurrah! ths 1s the way a fellow feels when ]:’:
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gouwg, to Duvy Jenes—all a rush down an endless inclined
planel  Hurrah' this whale carries the everlasting mail!”

But the monsters run was a bret one  Gaving a sud
den gasp he tumultuously sounded VWath a grating msh
the three hines flew round the loggerheads with such a force
a5 1o gouge deep grooves 1o them while so fearful were
the harpoomers that this rapid sounding would soon ex
haust the lmes that using all their devterous mght they
caught repeated moking turns with the rope to hold on
ull at last—owmng 0 the perpendscular stramn from the
lead lined chochs of the hoats whence the three ropes went
straght down 1nto the blue~—the gunwales of the bows
were almo t even with the water whie the three sterhs
tilted high m the air  And the whale soon ceaswg 1o
sound for some time they remained n that attitude fear
{ul of expending more line though the position was 2 hitle
tichlish  But though boats bave been taken down and lost
i ths way yet 1t s this holding on” as it 1o calle
s hooking up by the sharp barbs of his live Resh from the
back this it 1s that often torments the Leviathan st 000
nsing agam ta meet the sharp lance of s foe- Yet not
1o <peak of the peri} of the thing 1t 15 to be doubted whether
this course 15 alnays the be t for it is but reasonable
to presume that the longer the strchen whale stass under
water the mote be 15 ethausted Because, owing to the
enormous surface of him—an a full grown sperm whale <ome-
thing Ie < than 2000 square {eet—the pre sure of the watef
15 immen e Ve all fnow what an astomshing atmosphenic
weight we our elve stand up under even here above
graund 1 the ot how vast then the burden of 3 whale
beanng on Ins back a column of two hundred fathoms of
ocean! It must 1t least equal the weight of fifty at
mospheres  One whaleman has estumated 1t at the weight
of twenty lime of battle ships with afl thew guns 1nd stores,
and men on board

As the threc hoats lay thete on that gently rothng €8
gazing down into 1ts eternal blue noon and as not 2 SN
froan or o of any sort nay, not <o rawch as & nPpe
or a bubble came up from its depths what Jandsman would
have thought, that beneath all that silence and placidhty
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the utmost monster of the <eas was writhing and wrenclung
10 agonyl Not ewht inches of perpendicular rope were
visible at the bows  Seems it credible that by three such
thin threads the great Leviathan was suspended hke the
Dig weight {o an eight day clock Suspended® and to what?
To three bits of board I this the creature of whom 1t wa
once <o triumphantly smd— Canst thou fill his shin with
batbed 1rons? or s head with fish spears? The sword
of hum that layeth at hum cannot hold the spear the dart
nor the habergeon hie esteemeth iron as straw  the arrow
cannot make him flee darts are counted as stubble he
laugheth at the shaking of a spear! This the creaturep
this he> Qh! that unfulfilments should follow the prophets
For nith the strength of a thousand thighs m his tail
Leviathan had run his head under the mountamns of the sea,
to hude tum from the Pequod s fish spears!

In that sloping afternoon sunlght the shadows that the
three boats sent down beneath the surface must have been
long enough and broad enough to shade half Xerxes army
Who can tell how appalling to the wounded whale must have
been such huge phantoms flittng over his head!

“Stand by men he strs cried Starbuck as the three
Lines suddenly vibrated in the water distinctly conductin,,
upwards to them as by magnetic wires the life and death
throbs of the whale so that every oarsman felt them in
his seat The next moment relieved m great part from
the downward stramn at the bows the baats gave a sudden
bounce upwards as a mall wcefield will when a dene
herd of white bears are scared from it into the sea

Haul ;n! Hau) in' cried Starbuck again he s nsing

The hnes of which hardly an mstant before not one
hand s breadth could have been gamed were now in long
quaicl, coils flung back all dnipping into the boats and soon
the whale broke water within two ships length of the
hunters

His motions plamly denoted his etreme exhaustion
In most land ammals there are certain v ilves or flood gates
n manv of their veins whereby when wounded the blood
15 10 some degree at least instantly shut off 1r certam direc
tions  Not =~ otk tha whala  Ana af whies nasaliartiee
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1t 15, to flave an entire non valvular structure of the blood
vessel  so that when pierced even by so mall a pomt as
a barpoon a deadly dram 1s at once begun upon his whole
arternal system  and when this 18 heightened by the ex
traordinary pressure of water 1t a great distance below
the surface his Iife may be suid to pour from him 1n inces
sant streams Vet o vast is the quantity of blood m him
and so distant and numerous its interior fountamns that
he will Keep thus bleeding and bleeding for a consderable
period even as in a drought a niver will flow who e source
15 the well springs of far-off and indiscermble hulls Even
now when the boats pulled upon this whale, and perilously
drew over his swaying flukes and the lances were darted
mto hum they were followed by steady jets from the new
made wound which hept continually playing while the
natural spout hole n his head was only at intervals how
ever rapid sending 1ts affrighted motsture nto the air
From this last vent no blood yet came becau e no vital
part of lum had thus far been struck Ils lfe as they
sigrancantly call it was untouched

As the hoats now more clo ely surrounded lum  the whole
upper part of fus form with much of 1t that 13 ordmanly
submerged was plamly resealed His eyes or rather the
places where his eves had been were beheld  As strange
misgrown masses gather in the knot holes of the noblest 0aks
when prostrate so from the pomnts which the whales eyes
had once occupied now protruded bhind bulbs hornbly
pitable to ee  But pity there was none For all his old
age and s one arm, and s blind eyes he must die the
death and be murdered 1n order to heht the gay brdals
and other merry makings of men and also to Mlummate the
solemn churches that preach unconditional noffensiveness
by alt to all  Stll rolling in s blood at last he partially
disclosed a strangely discolored bunch or protuberance, the
size of a bushel low down on the flank

“A' mice pot cried Flaskh  just let me prick him there
once

“Avast!” cned Starbuch “theres no need of that!

But humane Starbuck was foo fate At the instant of the
dart an ulcerous jet shot from this cruel wound and
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goaded by 1t mto more than sufferable anguish, the whale
now spouting thick blood with swift fury blindly darted at
the craft bespattermg them and ther glorymg crews all
over with showers of gore capsizmg Flashs boat and
marnng the bows It was his death stroke  For by this
tme o spent was he by loss of blood that e helplessly
rolled away from the wreck he had made lay panting on his
side impotentlv flapped with his stumped fin then over and
over slowly revolved like a wanig world turned up the
white ecrets of his belly lav Like a log and died It
Was most piteous that last expiring spout  As when by un
seen hands the water 1s gradually drawn off from some
mighty fountam and with half stifled melancholy gurghings
the spray-column lowers and lowers to the ground—so tha
last long dymn,, spout of the whale

Scon while the crews were awaiting the arrval of the
ship the body showed symptoms of smling with all 1is
treasures unnfled Immediately by Starbucks arders
Tines were secured to st at different ponts o that ere long
every boat was © bugy the sunken whale bemng suspended
a few inches beneath them by the cords By very heedful
Management when the ship drew mgh the whale was trans
ferred to her side and was strongly secured there by the
stiffest fluke chains for 1t was plan that unless artificially
upheld the hody would at once sink to the bottom

It so chanced that almost upon first cutting into im
with the spade the entire length of a corroded barpoon
was found smbedded 1n his flesh on the lower part of
the bunch before destribed But as the stumps of har
Poons are frequently found in the dead bodies of cabtured
whales with the flesh perfectly healed around them and ne
Dromnence of any hind to denote their place therefore
there must needs have been some other unknown teason
1 the present case fully tp account for the vlceration al
luded 1o But still more curous was the fact of a lance
bead of stone bemng found in lim not far from the buried
won the flesh perfectly firm about 1t  Who had darted
that stone lance? And when? It might have been darted
by some Nor West Indian long before America wos dis
cavered
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What other marvels might have been rummaged out of
this monstrous cabinet there 15 no tellng  But a sudden
stop was put to further discovenes by the ships being un
precedentedly dragged over sideways to the sea, owing to
the body s immensely increasing tendency to sink  How
ever Starbuck who had the ordering of affairs hung on
to 1t to the last hung on to it so resolutely indeed that
when at length the ship would have been capsized 1f stll
persisting . locking arms with the body then, when the
command was given to break clear from 1t such was the
immaorable strain upon the timber heads to which the fluke
chams and cables were fastened that 1t was imposstble to
cast them off Meantime everything m the Pequod was
aslart  To cross to the other side of the deck was hike
walking up the steep gabled roof of a house The ship
groaned and gasped Many of the wory mlaymgs of her
bulwarks and cabms were started from their places by the

1 disl In vain d and crows were
brought to bear upon the immovable fluke-chamns to pry
them aduft from the timberheads and so low had the whale
row settled that the submerged ends could not be at all
approached while every moment whole tons of ponderosity
seemed added to the sinhing bulk and the ship seemed o
the point of going over

Hold on hold on wont ye? cried Stubb to the body,
don t be m such 1 devil of a hurry to sink] By thunder
men we must do something or go for 1t No use pryng
there avast 1 .ay with your bandspthes and run one of
se for a prayer book and a pen hmfe, and cut the 1§
chams

hmfe? Aye aye cned Queequeg and sewnng the
carpenter s heavy hatchet he Jeaned out of a porthole
and stee! to wron began slashing at the largest fluhe-chams
But a few strohes full of sparks were given, when the
exceeding strain effected the rest With a ternfic snap evety
fastening went adnit  the ship nighted the carcace sank

Now this occastonal mevitable sinhing of the recently
Salled Sperm Whale is a very curious thing nor has any
fisherman yet adequately accounted for it Usually the
dead Sperm W hale floats with great bouyancy, with 1ts side
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or belly considerably elevated abore the surface  If the
only whales that thus sank were old meagre and broken
hearted creatures therr pads of lard dimmished and afl !
their bones heavy and rheumatic then you mught with
some rea on assert that this sinking 1s caused by an un
common specific gravity m the fish so smhing consequent
upon this absence of buoyant matter in lim  But 1t 1s not
so Tor young whales 1 the highest health and swelling
with noble a pirations prematurely cut off in the warm flush
and May of hfe with all their panting lard about theml
even these brawny buovant heroes do ometimes ink

Be 1t said howeser that the Sperm Whale 15 far less
hable to ths accident than any other species  Where one
of that sort go down twenty Right Whales do This dif
ference mn the spectes 15 no doubt imputable m no small
degree to the greater quanuty of bone m the Right Whale
his’ Venetian blinds alone sometumes weighing more than
a ton from this incumbrance the Sperm Whale 1s wholly
free But there are mstances where after the lapee of
many hours or several days the sunhen whale agamn rises
mote buoyant than i Dhfe But the reason of this 15
obvious  Gases are generated a0 im  he swells to 2 pro
dizous magnitude becomes 2 ort of ammal balloon A
Iine-of battle ship could bardly keep him under then In
the Shore Whakng on soundings among the Bays of New
Zealand when a Right Whale gives token of sinkmg they
fasten buoys to im with plentv of rope so that when
the body has gone down they hnow where to look for 1t
when 1t shall have ascended again )

It was not long after the sinhing of the body tha,
a cry was heard from the Pequod s mast heads announeing
that the Jungfrau was agawm lowerng her boats though
the only spout 1n s:ght was that of a Fin Back belonging
to the species of uncapturable whales berause of its
credible power of swmumming  Nevertheless the Fin Back s
spout 15 so simlar to the Sperm Whales that by unshilful
fishermen 3t 13 often mustaken for 1t  And consequently
Denick and all his host were now in vahant chase of this
unnearahle brute The Virgin crowding all sl made after
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her four young heels and thus they all disappeared far
to Jeeward suill mn bold hopeful chase

Oh! many are the Iin Bachs and many are the Dersxchs,
my frend

CHAPTLR LAXXII
THE HONOR AND GLORY OF WIALING

THERE are ome enterpnses m which a careful disorder
lmess 1s the true method

The more I dive into this matter of whaling, and push
my researches up to the very spring head of 1t so much
the mote am I impressed with 1ts great honorableness and
antiquity and espectally when I find so many great demt
gods and heroes prophets of all sorts who one way of
other have shed distinction upon 1t I am transposted with
the reflection that I myself belong though but Subordi
nately to so emblazoned a fratermity

The gallant Perseus a son of Jupiter was the first whale
man and to the eternal honot of our calling be 1t sad that
the first whale attached by our brotherhood was not halled
aith any sordid mtent Those were the hnightly days of
our professon when we only bore arms to succor the dis
tressed and not to fill mens lamp feeders Every on
knows the fine story of Perseus and Andromeda how the
lovely Andromeda the daughter of a hing was tred to 2
rock on the sea coast and as Leviathan was im the very
act of carrymg her off Perseus the prince of whalemen
tntrepndly advancing harpooned the monster and delier:
and marnied the maid It was an admiable art tic €X
plowt rarely achieved by the best harpooneers of the present
day nasmuch as this Leviathan was slaim at the very
fiest dart  And let no man doubt this Arkate story fof
m the ancient Joppa now Taffa on the Syrian coast I
one of the Pazan temples there <tood for many ages the
vast cheleton of a whale which the city 5 legends and all
the whabitants asserted to be the identical bones of the
monster that Perseus slew  \When the Romans took Jopp?
the same lLeleton was carmed to Ttaly 1n trumph
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seems most singular and suggestiely important 1n this story
15 this 3t wag from Joppa that Jomah set sai

Al to the adventure of Perseus and Andromeda—ndeed,
by some supposed to be mndirectly derrved from 1t—s that
famous story of St George and the Dragon which dragon
Imaintain to hase been a whale for i many old chronicles
whales and dragons are strangely jumbled together and
often stand for each other ~ Thou art as a lon of the
waters and as a dragon of the sea’ .aith Ezeluel hereby,
plamly meaning a whale mn truth some versions of the
Bible use that word itself Besides 1t would much sub
tract from the glory of the exploit had St George but
encountered a crawling reptile of the land 1nstead of dong
battle with the great monster of the deep Any man may
kil 2 snake but only a Perseus a St George a Coffin
have the heart m them to march boldly up to a whale

Let not the modern pantings of this scene rmslead us
for though the creature encountered by that valiant whale
man of old 15 vaguely represented of a gnffin Iike shape
and though the battle 15 depicted on land and the saint
on horsebackh yet considering the great ignorance of those
times when the true form of the whale was unknown to
attists and considenng that as in Perseus case St Georges
whale might have crawled up out of the sea on the beach
and considertng that the ammal ridden by St George might
have been only a large <eal or sea horse bearing all this
m mind 1t will not appear altogether mcompatible with
the sacred legend and the ancientest draughts of the scene
to hold this so called dragon no other than the great
Leviathan himself In fact placed before the strict and
Percing truth this whole stery will fare like that fish
flesh and fowl 1dol of the Philistimes Dagon by name
who bemng planted before the ark of Israel hus horse s head
and both the palms of hi> hands fell off from im and enly
the stump or fishy part of bim remamed  Thus then one
of our own noble stamp even a whaleman 15 the tutelary
guardian of England apd by good rights we harpooneers
of Nantuchet hould be enrolled in the most noble order
of St George And therefo e let not the Lmights of that
honorable company (none of whom, I venture to
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prophet, was somettung obscurély n reference to s
carcerated body and the whales gastric yuices But this
chjection Iikew: e falis to the ground because a German
£xegetist suppases that Jomah must have tahen refuge sn
the floating body of a dead whale—even as the French
soldiers tn the Russiar campaiga turned thew dead horses
futo tents and crawled nto them Besdes 1t has been
divined by other contmental commentators that when Jonah
was thrown overboard from the Joppa shp be straightway
«ifected his escape to another vewsel near by <ome ve sel
with 4 whale for a figure head and 1 would add possibly
«alled The Whale gs some craft are nowadays christened
\he Shark the Gull the Eagle Nor have there been
wanting, leamned exegetists who have opined that the whale
mentioned 1 the book of Jonah merely meant a hife pre
verver—an nflated bag of wind—which the endangered
prophet swam to and o was saved from a watery doom
Poor Sag Harbor therefore seems worsted all round  But
he had still another rea<on for Jus want of faith It w3s
fhis 1f T remember nght Jonah was swallowed by the
whale 1n the Mediterrancan Sea and after three days he
was vomited up omewhere within three days journey of
Nineseh a city on the Tigns very much more than three
days journey acro.s from the nearest point of the Medi
terranean coast  How 1s that?

But was there no other way for the whale to land the
prophet within that _hort distance of Nineveh® Yes He
mght have carried hum round by the way of the Cape of
Good Hope  But not to speak of the passage through the
whole Tength of the Mediterranean and another passage
up the Perswan Gulf and Red Sea such a supposition would
1volve the complete circumnavigation of all Africa in three
days not ta speak of the Tigns waters near the site of
Nineveb bewg too shallow for any whale to smm i Be
sides this idea of Jopahs weathenng the Cape of Good
Hope at <0 early a day would wrest the honor of the dis-
covery of that great headland from Bartholomew Diaz 2
reputed dicoverer and o male modern history a har

But all thee fooli h arguments of old Sag %arbor only
evieced his foolih pride of reason—a thing still more vep
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rehensible m him  seemng that he had but little fearmng
except what he had piched up from the sun and the sea
I say 1t only shows hus foolish impious pride and abom
snable devilish rebellon agamnst the reverend clergy  For
by a Portuguese Catholic priest this very idea of Jonahs
gomg to Nineveh via the Cape of Good Hope was ad
vanced as 2 ignal magmfication of the general muracle
And Lot was  Besides to this day the highly enlightened
Turks devoutly beheve n the stoncal story of Jonah
And <ome three centunes ago an Englsh traveller in old
Harnss \oyages <peaks of a Turki h Nosque bwit
honor of Jonah m which Mo~que was a muraculous Jxmp
that burnt without any o1l

CHAPTER LMZXXIV
PITCHPOLING

To make them run easily and switly the axles of car
nages are «nomnted and for much the same purpose some
whalers perform an analogous operation upon thewr boat
they grease the bottom Nor 1 it to be doubted that as
such a procedure can do no harm it may pos ibly be of
no it dvantage considerng that oif and water
are hostile that oil 15 a shding thing and that the object
n vew 15 to make the boat shde bravely Queequeg be-
lieved strongly 1n anonting tus boat and ore mormmg
not long after the Cerman ship Junzirau disappeared took
more than customary pamns i that occupation  crawhng
under its bottem v here 1t hung over the side and rubbug
m the unctuousne.s as though diligently seekmnz to nsure
2 crop of hair from the crafts bald keel He eemed tc
be worlung 1 obedience to ome particular presentiment
Nor did 1t remain unwarranted by the event

Towards noon whales were ra1 ed but so soon as the
ship ailed down so them they turned and fled wath swift
Precipitancy  a d: ordered iight as of Cleopatra s parges
from Actium

Nevertheless the boats pur ged and Stubbs was fore-
most Bv great exertion Tashtego at last succeeded i
Planting one won but the stricken whale without at alt
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d still ¢ d his h 1 flight with added
fleetness  Such unintermutted straimngs upon the planted
1ron must sooner or later inevitably estract it Tt became
mmperative to lance the flying whale or be content to lose
him  But to haul the boat up to lus flank was 1mpos-
sible he snam so fast and furious What then rematwed?

Of all the wondrous devices 1nd dextenties the sleights
of hand and countless subtleties to which the veteran whale
man 18 so often forced none exceed that fine manceuvre
with the lance called pitchpoling  Small sword, or broad
sword 1n all 1ts exercises boasts nothing Iike 1t It 1s only
indispensable with an inveterate running whale, its grand
fact and feature 15 the wonderful distance to which the
long lance 15 accurately darted from a wviolently rocking
Jerhing boat under extreme headway Steel and wood 1
cluded the entire spear 1s some ten ot twelve feet 1n length
the staff 15 much shghter than that of the harpoon and
also of a lighter materral~pme It 15 furmshed with a
small rope called a warp of considerable length, by which
1t can be hauled back to the hand after darting

But before gomng further it 13 important to mention here,
that though the harpoon may be pitchpoled 1n the same
way with the lance vet 1t 1s seldom done and when done
15 still less frequently successful on account of the greater
weight and inferior length of the harpoon as compared
with the lance which i effect become serious drawbachs
As a general thing therefore §ou must first get fast to a
whale, before any pitchpoling comes into play

Look now at Stubb 2 man who from his humorous de-
liberate coolness and equammity n the direst emergencies
was specially qual to excel 1n i Look at
Iim  he stands upright in the tossed bow of the flying
boat wrapt in Reecy foam, the towing whale 1s forty feet
ahead Handling the long lance Dghtly glancing twice
or thuce along 1ts length to see 1f 1t be exactly straight
Stubb whistlingly gathers up the coil of the warp 1n one
hand so as to secure its free end m his grasp leaving
the rest unobstructed  Then holding the lance full before
bis waistband s muddle he levels it at the whale when
covermg lum with t, be steadily depresses the butt-end
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m ks hand thereby elevating the pomnt till the weapon
stands fairly balanced upon his palm fifteen feet 1n the
aw  He minds you somewhat of a juggler balancing a
long staff on his chun Next moment with a rapid name
less ympul e 1n a superb lofty arch the bright steel spans
the foaming distance and quivers m the life spot of the
;l:!g Instead of sparkhing water he now spouts red

That drove the pigot out of him' cried Stubb Tis
July s immortal Fourth all fountans must run wine to-
day! Yiould now 1t were old Orleans whiskey or old
Ohio or unspeakable old Monongahela! Then Tashtego
Iad 1d have ye hold 2 canakin to the jet and wed dnnk
round 1it! Yea venly hearts a2live wed brew choice punch
in the spread of his spout hole there and from that hve
punch bowl quaff the Iving stuff ”

Agamn and agam to such gamesame talk the desterous
dart 15 repeated the spear returming to its master Ihe 2
greyhound held mn shilful leash The agomzed whale goes
into his flurry the tow hne 1s slackened and the pitch
poler dropping astern folds his bands and mutely watches
the monster die

CHAPTER LXAXV
THE FOUNTAIN

Tuar for six thousand years—and no one knows how
many milhons of ages before—the great whales should have
been spouting all over the sea and sprinkling and mustify
ing the gardens of the deep as with so many sprinkling or
mistifying pots and that for some centurtes back thousands
of hunters should have been close by the fountan of the
whale watching the e sprinklings and spoutings—that all
this should be and yet that down to this blessed minute
(fifteen and a quarter munutes pa.t one o clock par of this
sixteenth dav of December AD 1851) 1t should stil re
mam a problem whether these spoutings are after all
really water or nqthing but vapor—this 15 surely a note
Wworthy thing v

-
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Let us then ook at this matter along with some m
teresting iems contingent Every one knows that by the
peculiar cLnnng of therr gifs the finny tnbes m general
breathe the air which at all times 15 combined with the
element m wiuch they swim hence a herting or 2 cod
sght Ine a centurv, and never once rai & its head above
the surface But owmng to his marled internal structure
which gives hum regular lungs ke a human bemgs, the
whale can only live by inhaling the disengiged air 1 the
open atmosphere  Wherefore the necessity for his periodical
visits to the upper world But he cannot in any degree
breathe through lus mouth for n his ordmary attitude
the Sperm Whales mouth 1s buned at least eight fect be
neath the surface and what 1s sull more tis windpipe
has no connevion with his mouth  No he breathes through
hts spiracle alone and this s on the top of his head

If 1 say that in any cre ture breathing 1s onlv a func
tion 1nds pensable to iality imasmuch as 1t withdraws
from the air a certun element which bemg subsequently
brought into contact with the blood mparts to the blood
its visifving principle T do not think I shall err, though
I may po sibly u e some superfluou crentific words As
sume 1t and 1t follows that 1f all the blood m a man could
be aerated with one breath he mught then seal up his
nostrils and not fetch another for a considerable time
That 15 to say he would then Ine withont breathng
Anomalous as 1t may seem this 15 prei ely the case with
the whale who systematicall, hwes by intervals his full
Tour and riore (when 1t the bottom) without drawmng 2
ungle breath o <o much as i any way inhaling 2 particle
tfair for rem mber he has no gills How 15 this? Be
wween his nbs and on each side of his <pmne he 15 <upphied
with a vemarkable involved Cretan labyninth of vermucell
like ve< els which ve els when he guits the surface are
completed di tended vith oxygenated blood So that for
&n hour or more a thousand fathoms in the e1 he carres
a2 surplus <toch of Litality 1n hum, Ju t as the camel cross-
10z the waterless desert carn s a surplus supply of dnnk
for future use 1 its four supplementary tomachs The
znatomical fact of thus labyrnth 1s idisnutable and that
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the supposition founded upon 1t » reasonable and true
seems the more cogent to me when I consider the other
wise licable ob of that 1 han 1 kavng b
Ipoutings ont as the fishermen phrase 1t This 1s what }
mean If unmolested upon nsing to the surface the Sperm
Whale will continue there for a period of time exactly um
form with all his other unmolested rings  Say he tays
eleven minutes and jets seventy times that 1 respires
seventy breaths then whenever he rises agam he will be
sure to have his seventy breaths over again to a2 minute
Now 1f after he fetches a few breaths you alarm hm so
that he sounds he will be always dodgmng up agam to
make good lus regular allowance of arr  And not tll those
sevenly breaths are told will he finally go down to stay out
Ins full term below Remark however that i different
mdividuals these rates are different but in any one they
are ahlke Now why should the whale thus msist upon
hayving hus spoutings out unless it be to replenish Iy reservoir
of arr ere descending for good? How obvious 1t 13 too
that this nececuity for the whale s nising evposes him to all
the fatal hazards of the chase And not by hook or by
net could this vast leviathan be caught when saitbng a
thousand fathoms beneath the sunlight Not so much thy
shull then, O hunter as the great necessities that strike the
victory to theel

In man breathing 1s mcessantly going on—ane breath
only <erving for two or three pulsations so that whatever
other busmess he has to attend to waking or sleeping
breathe he must or die he will  But the Sperm Whale only
breathes about one seventh or Sunday of his trme

It has been said that the whale only breathes through
his spout hole af 1t could truthfully be added that s
spouts are mixed with water then I opine we should be
furmshed with the reason why lis sen e of smell seems
obhterated m him for the only thing about him that at
all answers to his nose 15 that identical spout hole and
bemng so clogged with two elements 1t could not be ex
pected to have the power of smellng But owmg to th
mystery of the spout—whether 1t be water or whether 1+
b¢ vapor—no absolute certamnty can as yet be arnved aly
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on this head Sure 3t 15, nevertheless that the Sperm
Whale has 5o proper clfactories  But what does he want of
them® No roses nho violets no Cologne-water 1 the sea

Turthermore as lus windpipe solelv opens mto the tube
of l spouting canal and as that long canal—hke the
grand Ene Canal— furmshed with a sort of locks (that
open and shut) for the downward retention of arr or the
upnard exclusion of water, therefore the whale has no
voice  unless vou nsult hum bv saying that when he so
strangely rumbles he talks through ls no e But then
agam, what has the whale to say?~ Seldom have I known
any profound being that had anything to say to this world
unless forced to stammer out omething by way of gettmg
a hving  Oh) happy that the world 15 such an excellent
listener!

Now the spouting canal of the Sperm Whale, chiefly
ntended as 1t 15 for the conveyance of air and for several
feet laid along honzontally just beneath the upper sur
face of lus head and a httle to one side  this curious canal
15 very much hihe a gas pipe Jaid down n a gty on one
side of a street  But the question returns whether this gas
pipe 1s also @ water pipe 1n other words whether the spout
of the Sperm Whale 1s the mere vapor of the ethaled
breath ot whether that exhaled breath 15 mixed with water
taken in at the mouth and discharged through the spiracle
It 15 certain that the mouth mdirectly communicates with
the spouting canal but 1t canbot be proved that this is
for the purpose of discharging water through the spuracle
Because the greatest necessity for so doing would seem to
be when in feeding he accidentally takes in water But
the Sperm Whales food 15 far beneath the surface and
there he cannot spout even if he would Besides if you
regard him very closely and time him with your watch you
will find that when unmolested there 15 an undeviating
rhyme between the periods of his jets and the ordmary
penods of respiration

but why pester one with all this reasorung on the sub-
gect?  Speak out! You have seen hum spout then declare
what the spout 15 €an you not tell water from an? My
dear sir, 1 this world 1t7ss not so easy to settle these plan
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thinge I have ever found your plamn things the knotties{
of all And as for this whale spout you might almost
stand 1 1t and yet be undecided as to what 1t 1s precisely

The central body of it 1s lndden 1n the snowy sparhling
nust enveloping 1t and how can you certamly tell whethes
any water falls from 1t when always when you are closa
enough to a whale to get 2 close view of his <pout he 15
in a prodigious commotion the water cascading all around
ki And if at such times you should thmh that you
really percewved drops of morsture m the spout how do you
know that they are not merely condensed from its vapor
ar how do you know that they are not those dentical drops
superficrally lodged m the spout hole fissure which ts coun
tersunl. into the summut of the whales head? For even
when tranquily swmming through the mud-day sea m a
calm with his elevated hump sun-dried as a dromedary s
In the desert even then the whale always carries a small
basin of water on his head as under a blazing sun you will
sometimes see a cavity 1 a rock filled up with ram

Nor 15 1t at all prudent for the hunter to be over curous
touchmg the precise nature of the whale spout It will not
do for him to be peerng 1nto 1t, and putting his face m 1t
You cannot go with yotr pitcher to this fountan and filt
1t and bnng it away For even when coming mto shight
contact with the outer vapory shreds of the jet which
will often happen your shin will fevenshly smart from
the acridness of the thing so touchmg 1t And I know one
who coming to still closer contact with the spout whether
with some screntific object i view or otherwise I cannot
say the shin peeled off from hus cheek and arm  Where
fore among whalemen the spout 15 deemed poisonous  they
try to evade 1t  Another thing T have heard 1t said and
1 do not much doubt 1t that if the jet 15 faurly spouted
mto your eyes 1t will bhnd you The wisest thing the
mvestrgator can do then 1t seems to me 35 to let this deadly
spout alone

Stll we can hypothesize evenl 1f we cannot prove and
establish My hypothests 15 this that the spout 1s moth
ing but must  And besides other reasons to this conclu
swn I am mpelled by considerations touching the
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wherent digmity and sublimity of the Sperm Whale I ac
count im no common  shallow bemg, masmuch as 1t s an
undisputed fact that he 13 never found on soundings or
near hores all other whales sometimes ave e 1s batk
ponderous and profound  And I am convinced that {rom
the heads of ail ponderous profound betngs such as Plato,
Pyrrho the Devil Jupiter Dante and so on, there always
goes up a certam semy wisthle steam while m the sct of
thinking deep thoughts While composing a hittle treatise
on Etermty 1 had the cunosity to piace a muror before
me and ere long saw reflected there a curious mnvolved
worming and undulation in the atmosphere over my head
‘The mvanable moisture of my hair, while plunged m deep
thought after six cups of hot tea n my thin shingled attic,
of an August noon this seems an additional argument for
the above supposition

And how nobiv 1t raises our conceit of the mighty musty
monster to behold hum solemnly smibimg throwh a calm
tropical sea s vast mild head overhung bv a canopy
of 1apor, engendered by s ipt
and that vapor—as you will sometimes see 1t—glonined by
a runbow as if Heaven ttself had put 1ts seal upon his
thoughts  Tor dve see ranbows do not wist the clear
ar they only wradmte vapor And so through atl the
thich mists of the dim doubts 1 my mind, divine sntutions
now and ther shoot enlundling my fog with 3 hemenly
tav  And for this I thank God for all have doubts many
deny but doubts or demals few along with them have m
tmbions  Doubts of all things earthly and intwtions of
some things heavenly this combination makes neiher be
hiever nor mfidel, but makes a man wha regards them both
with equal eye

CHAPTER INXAVI
THE TAIL
Otrex potts have warbled the prases of the soft eye of
the antelope and the lovely plumage of the bird that never
wlights less celestial I celebrate a tard
Reckomng the largest sized Sperm Whale's taid to begis
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at that pont of the trunh where 1t tapers to about the
girth of 2 man 1t comprises upon 1ts upper surface alone,
an area of at least fifty square feet The compact round
body of 1ts root expands into two broad firm ilat palms
ar fluhes gradually shoaling away to less than an inch m
thickness At the crotch ot junction these flukes shghtly
overlap then sideways recede from each other Like wings,
leaving a wide vacancy between In no hving thmg are
the hnes of beauty more exqusitely defined than n the
crescentic_borders of these fluhes At 1ts utmost expan
<ton m the full grown whale the tait will considerably
exceed twenty feet across

The entire member seem» a dense webbed bed of welded
sinews but cut 1nto 1t and vou find that threr distinct
strata compo e it —upper mddle and lower The fibre
In the upper and lower layers are lorg and honizontal
those of the muddle one very short and running cross
wise between the outside layers This triune structure
15 much as anything else mparts power to the tmt To
the student of old Roman walls the nuddle layer will
furnish 2 curious parallel to the thin course of tiles always
alternating with the stone 1 those wonderful relics of the
antique and which undoubtedly contribute so much to the
great strength of the masonry

But as if tlis vast local power 1n the tendmous tail
were not enough the whole bulk of the leviathan 15 Lnt
over with a warp and woof of muscular fibres and filaments
which pas ing on either side the lomns and runmng down
into the flukes nsensibly blend with them anrd largely
contribute to thetr might so that in the tail the confluent
measureless force of the whole whale seems concentrated
10 a point  Could anmulation occur to matter this were
the thing to do 1t

Nor does this—its amazmg strength at all tend to cnipple
the graceful flevion of 1its motions where infantieness of
ease undulates through a Titamsm of power On the con
trary tho e motions derne their most appalling beauty
from 1t  Real strength never impaws beauty or harmony
but 1t often bestows 1t and In everything imposingly beau
tiful strength has much to do with the magic Take away -
ra
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the tied tendons that all cver seem bursting from the marble
1n the carved Hercules and 1ts charm would be gone  As
devout Eckerman lifted the linen sheet from the naled
corpse of Goethe he was overwhelmed with the massne
chest of the man that seemed as 3 Roman triumphal arch
When Angelo pamts even God the Iather wn human torm,
mark what robustness 1s there And whatever they may
reveal of the divipe love m the Son the soft curled herma
phro hitical Ttalian pictures n which lus idea has been most
successfully embodied these pictures o destitute as they
are of all brawmmness Imnt nothing of any power but the
mere negative fermmne one of subm sion and endurance,
vhich on all bands it 18 conceded form the pecuhar prac
tical virtues of us teachings

Such 15 the ubtle elasticity of the organ 1 treat of,
that whether wielded in sport or 1 earnest of m anger
whatever be the mood 1t be m 1ts fleuons are mnvanably
marked by exceeding grace Theran no fawys arm can
transcend 1t

Five great motions are peculiar to 1t First when used
as a fin for progression Second when used as a mace
m battle Thrd o sweepmg  Fourth in Jobtahng Frith
1n peaking flukes

First Bemg honzontal an sts position the Lewiathans
tail acts m a different manner from the tmls of all other
sea creatures It never wrggles  In man or fish wrigghng
15 3 agn of mnfenonty  To the whale hus tail 3¢ the sole
means of propulsion = Scroll wse coled forwards bepeath
the boedy and then rapidly sprung bachwards it 1s ths
which gives that singular dorting leaping motion to the
monster Zhen furiously swimming  Hais side-fins only sene
to steer by

Second It 15 a httle sigmficant that while one sperm
whale only fights another sperm whale with tus head snd
)aw, nevertheless 1 fus conflicts with man he chiefly a1
confermptuously uses his tail  In stnlang at a boat he
swiftly ~urves away his flukes from 1t and the blow 18
only nflicted by the recal If 1t be made 1n the unod
structed arr especiatly 1f st descend to its marh. the stroke
1s then simply wresistible  No nbs of man or boat can
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withstand 1t Your only salvation hes in eluding 1t but
if 1t comes sideways through the opposing water then partly
owmng to the light huoyancy of the whale-boat and the
elasticity of 1ts matenals a crached rb or a dashed plank
or two a sort of stitch m the side 15 generally the most
serious result 'These submerged side blows are so often
recenved 1n the fishery that they are accounted mere child s
Play  Some one strips off a frock and the hole 15 stopped

Third T cannot demonstrate 1t but it seems to me that
in the whale the sen<e of touch 1s concentrated m the tail
for i this respect there 1s a delicacy i 1t only equalled
by the daintiness of the elephants trunk  Thi deltcacy 1s
chiefly evinced 1n the actton of sweeping when in maidenly
gentlentess the whale with a certamn soft lowness moves
his rmmense flukes from side to side upon the surface
of the sea and 1f be feel but a sallors whisker woe to
that ailor whishers and all What tenderness there 15 m
that prehminary touch! Had this tail a1y prehensile power
T should straightway bethink me of Darmonodes elephant
that 50 frequented the flower market and with low saluta
tions presented nosegays to damsels and then caressed their
zones  On more accounts than one a pity it s that the
whale does not possess this prehensile virtue m his tail
for I bave heard of yet another elephant that when wounded
i the fight curved round his trunk and extracted the dart

Fourth Stealing unawares upon the whale n the fancied
secunity of the middle of solitary seas you fud him un
bent from the vast corpulence of his digmty and latten
Ike he plavs on the ocean as 1f it were a hearth  But
still you see hrs power in lus play  The broad palms of s
tail are flirted high into the air! then smiting the surface
the thunderous concussion re-ounds for mules  You would
almost think a great gun had been discharged and i you
noticed the light wreath of vapor from the spiracle at his
other extremity you would think that that was the smoke
from the tauch hole

Fifth Asin the ordinary floating posture of the leviatban
the flukes hes considerably below the level of huis back
they are then completely out of sight beneath the surfice
but when he 1s about to plunge mto the deeps his enuri/,,
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flukes with at least thirty feet of lis body are tassed erect
1 the &t and so remain vibrating 2 moment till they down
wards shoot out of view Excepting the sublune breach—
somewhere el e to be described—~this peaking of the whale s
flukes 15 perhaps the grandest sight to be seen n all am
mated nature  Out of the bottomless profundities the gigan
tic tail seems spasmodically snatching at the highest heaven
So in dreams hive I seen majestic Satan thrusting forth
Iuis tormented colossal claw from the flame Baltic of Hell
But m gazing at such scenes 1t 15 all 1n all what mood you
are 1 1f in the Dantean the dewvils will occur to you, Mt
m that of Isaah the archangels Standing at the mast
head of my ship duning a sunhse that crimsoned shy and
sea 1 once saw a large herd of whales in the east all heading
tawards the sun and for 1 moment wibrating n concert
with peaked flukes As 1t seemed to me at the tume, such
a grand embodiment of adoration of the gods was never
beheld, even n Persia the home of the fire worshippers
As Prolemy Philopater testified of the African elephant I
then testified of the whale pronouncing hum the wmost de
vout of all bemgs  For according to kang Juba, the mit
tary elephants of antiquity often hailed the morning with
their trunks uplifted in the profoundest silence

The chance companson m this chapter between the whale
and the elephint <o far as ome aspects of the tul of the
one and the trunk of the other are concerned should not
tend to place tho e two opposite organs on an equahity
much Jess the creatures to which they respectively belong
For as the mightiest elephant 15 but a terror to Levtathan
so compared with Levtathans tal his trunk 1s but the
staih of 3 iy  The most direful blow from the elephants
trunl, were as the plaviul tap of a fan compared with
the measureless crush and crash of the sperm whale s pon
derous flukes which 1n repeated mstances have one after
the other hurled entire boats with all their oars and crews
wto the air very much as an Indian juggler tosses his batls*
w' ;{boﬁ'ﬂx 'Ff;;'in” ot N bﬂl‘ Tow ‘lhgh“nl« o
In mach 15 sant fespect € th wh 1 th ¢ a dog dees
lee theresremntw { E3w0 P ts feuniou am!
o Ll Kow 1y ot i ot
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The more 1 consider this rmghty tail, the more do 1 de
plore my nability to express 1t At times there are ges-
tures m st which though they would well grace the hand
of man, remam wholly nexplicable In an extensive herd
o remarhable occasionally are these mystic gestures that
I have heard hunters who have declared them akin to Free
Mason signs and symbols that the whale ndeed by
these methods intelligzently conversed with the world Nor
are there wanting other motions of the whale n his general
body full of strangenes and unaccountable to lus most
experienced assailant Dissect him how I may then I but
g0 skin deep 1 Lnow him not and never will Butif 1
know not even the tail of this whale how understand his
head? much more how comprehend lis face when face
he has none? Thou shalt see my bick parts my tail he
seems to say but my face shall not be seen  But I cannot
completely mahe out his back parts and hint what he wll
about his face I say agamn he has no face

CHAPTER LXJXXVIL
THL GRAND ARMADA

TuE long and narrow penmsula of Malacca extending
south eastward from the terntories of Dirmah forms the
most sputherly pomt of all As:a In a continuous line
from that penmsula stretch the long islands of Sumatra
Java Bally and Timor which with many others form a
vast mole or rampart lengthwise connecting Asia with
Australia and dividing the long unbroken Indian ocean from
the thickly studded oriental archipelagoes This rampart
1s prerced by .everal sally ports for the convemence of ships
and whale. conspicuous among Wk ~h are the straits of
Sunda and Malacca By the straits of Sunda chrefly ves
sels bound to China from the west emerge tnto the China
seas

Those narrow straits of Sunda divide Sumatra from
Java and standing mudway n that vast rampart of islands
buttressed by that bold green promontory known to ea
men as Java Head they mot a little cerrespond to the .-
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central gateway opening into some vast walled empire and
considering, the inevhaustible wealth of spices, and silks
and jewels and gold and nory with which the thousand
rslands of that orrental sea are enrsched 1t seems a signihicant
provision of nature, that such treasures by the very forma
tion of the land should at least bear the appearance how
ever meffectual, of bewg guarded from the all grasping
western world The shores of the Straits of Sunda are un
supplied with those domineenng fortresses which guard the
entrances to the ‘Mediterranean the Baltic and the Fro-
ponts  Unbike the Danes these Orientals do not demand
the obsequious homage of iawered top sails from the end
Iess procession of ships before the wnd which for cen
tunes past by mght and by day have passed between the
wlands of Sumatra and Java freighted with the costhest
cargoes of the east Put whie they ireely wamve a cere
momal lthe thns they do by no means renounce thew clam
to more solid tribute

Time out of mund the piratical proas of the Malays, Jurk
g among the low shaded coves and islets of Sumatea
have sallied out upon the vessels satlng through the strais
fiercely demanding tribute at the point of their spears
Though by the repeated bloody chastiements they have
recened at the hands of European cruisers the audaaty
of these corsairs has of late been .omewhat repressed yets
even at the present day e occasionally hear of English
and Amenican vessels which in those waters have been ré
worselessly boarded and pillaged

Wnth a farr fresh wind the Pequod was now drawing
mgh to these strats  Ahab purpusing to pass through them
nto the Javan <ca and thence cruising northwards ovef
waters known to be frequented here and there by the Spert
Whale, sweep inshore by the Philippine Islands and ga®
the {ar coast of Japan n time for the great whaling sea.of
there By these means the ¢rcumnavigating Fequo
would sweep almo t all the hnown Sperm \Whale crusing
grounds of the world previous to descending upon the Liné
m the Pacific where ihab though everywhere ¢lst fatled
n his pursmt firmly counted upon giving hattle to Moby
Dick, 1 the sea he Was most hnown to frequent and at &
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Season when he might most reasonably be presumed to be
Baunting 1t

But how now? m this zoned quest does Abab touch no
land? does lus crew dnph aw?  Surely he will stop for
water Nay For 1 long time now the cireus running
sun bad raced within hus fiery ring and needs no sstenance
but whats 1 himself So Ahab  Marh this too n the
whaler W hyle other hulls are loaded down with alien stuff
1o be transferred to foresgn wharves the world wandering
whale ship carries no cargo but hersell and crew ther
weapons and their wants  She has a whole lake s contents
bottled m her ample hold  She 1s ballasted with utilities
not altogether with unusable pig leaw and hentledge She
carnies years water m her Clear old prime Nantucket
water which when three years afloat the Nantucketer 1n
the Tacific prefers to drink before the brackish flmd but
yesterday rafted off in casks from the Peruvian or Indian
streams  Hence 1t 1s that whi'e other ships may have
gone to China from New York and back agmin touching
ata core of ports the whale ship 1n all that wterval may
not have sighted one gramn of soil her crew having seen
no man but floating seamen like themselves So that dd
You carry them the news that another flood had come
they would only answer— Well boys heres the arhl

Now as many Sperm Whales had been captured off the
western coast of Java in the near vicunuty of the Straits of
Sunda indeed as most of the ground roundabout was
generally recogmised by the fishermen as an excellent spot
for crutmg therefore as the Pequod gawned more dnd
more upon Java Head the look-outs were repeatedly hailed
and admorushed to heep wide awake  But though the green
palmy cliffs of the land soon Joomed on the starboard bow
and with delighted nostrils the fresh cinnamon was nuffed
n the air vet not a single jet was descried  Almost re-
nouncing all thought of fallng m with any game here
abouts the ship had well mgh entered the straits when
the customary cheering cry was heard from aloft and ere
long a spectacle of singular magmificence saluted us

But here be 1t premsed that owing to the unwearied
activity with which of late they have beer hunted over
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all four oceans the Sperm Whales, 1n tead of almost
vapiably saling 10 small detached companieo, as m fotmer
times ate now frequently met with n estensne herds
sometimes embracing <o great a malutude, that st would
afmost eem as 1f numerous nations of them had sworn
solemn league and covenant for mutual assistance and pto
tection  To this aggregation of the Sperm YWhale nto such
wnmense caravans may be imputed the circumstance that
even 1 the best crwsing grounds you May naw sotmetimes
sai} for weeks and months together without beng greeted
by 2 single spout and then be suddenly saluted by shat
seems th d th s

Broad on both bows ot the di tance of some two of
three miles and forming a great semcrcle embracing one
half of the level horizon a Continuous chan of whale Jets
were up-playing and sparkling 1n the noon-day arr  Unlke
the straight perpendicular twin jets of the Right Whale
which daiding at top fall over mn two branches, Mhe
the cleft drooping boughs of a willaw the single forward
stanting spout of the bperm Whale presents a tinch cufted
bush of white tust continually rismg and falling away to
leeward

Seen from the Tequods derk then as she would rise on
a tugh hill of the sea this host of vapory spouts indwidu
affy curimg up 1nto the air and beheld through a hiending
atmosphere of blw h haze showed hike the thousand cheer
ful chimneys of ome dease metropohs descried of 4 balmy
auturnal morming by some 1o eman on 3 heght

As marchog arfmes approaching an unfnendly defile
m the mountains actelerate thew warch all eanerness to
place that perJous passage n their rear and once more
expand m comparative tecurity upon the plam even
did this vast fleet of whales now seem hurming {forward
through the -trats pradually cohtracting the wings of
their <emicircle and swimming op in one sohd bhut stilt
crestenlic centre

Crowding all sl the Pequod pressed after them the
harpeoneers hamdlng their weapons and loudly cheering
rom the heads of ther yet su.pended boats 1f the wind
only held little doubt had they thut chased through these
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Straits of Sunda the vast host would only deploy into the
Oriental seas to witness the capture of not a few of their
number And who could tell whether 1n that congregated
caravan Moby Dickh himself mght not temporarily be
smmming Iike the wor hipped white elephant in the coro
nation procession of the Siamese! So with stun sail pied
on tun sail we suled along driving these leviathany before
us, when of a sudden the voice of Tashtego was heard
Joudly directing attention to something 1n our wake

Corresponding to the crescent 1n our van we beheld an
other 1n the rear It seemed formed of detached white vapors
nsing and falling something like the spouts of the whales
only they did nat o completely come and go for they
constantly hovered without finally disappearing  Levelling
his glass at this sight Ahab quickly revolved in bis pryot
hole crying  Aloft there and rig whips and buckets to wet
the sai —Malays sir and after us'

As if too long lurking behind the headlands till the
Pequod should fairly have entered the straits these rascally
Asiatics were now i hot pursuit to make up for thew over
cattious delay But when the swmft Pequod with a fresh
leadimg wind” was her.elf 1n hot chase how very kind of
these tawny philanthropists to assist 1 _peeding her on
to her own chosen pursiit —mere nding whips and rowel
to her that they were As with glass under arm Ahab
to and fro paced the dech 1 his forward turn beholdmg
the monsters he chased and i the after one the bloodthirsty
prrates chasing Atm  some such fancy as the above seemed
his  And when he glanced upon the green walls of the
watery defile 1n which the ship was then sailing and be
thousht him that through that gate lay the route to his
vengeance and beheld how that through that same gate
he was now both chasin,, and being chased to his deadly
end and not only that but a herd of remorseless wild
Ppirates and mhuman atheistical dewils were infernally cheer
ng him on with their curses —when all the e conceits had
passed through his brain Ahabs brow was left gaunt and
nbbed like the black sand beach after some stormy tide
had been gnawing 1t without bemng able to drag the firm
thing from 1ts place
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But thoughts like the e troubled very few of the reck
Yess crew and when after steadily dropping and dropping
the pirates astern the Peqguod at last shot by the vivid green
Cockatoo Font on the Sumatra side emerging at ast upon
the broad waters beyond then the harpooneers seemed
more to gnieve that the swift whales had been gamung
upon the ship than to rejoice that the ship had so vic
toripusly gained ypon the Malays But still driving on m
the nake of the whales at length they scemed abat ng their
peed gradually the ship neared them and the wind now
dving awav word was passed to spring to the boat  But
no sooner did the herd hy some presumed wonderful in
sunct of the Sperm Whale become noufied of the three
keels that were after them —thou h as vet a mile m ther
tear —than they rallied agam and forming 1 close ranks
and battahions o that thew spouts all looked lihe flash
mng hines of stacked bavomets moved on with redoubled
velocity

Stripped to our shirts and drawers we <prang to the
white ash, and after several hours pulling were almost
dipoed to renounce the chase when a general pausing
commotion among the whales gave ammatng tokens that
they were now at last under the nfluence of that strange per
plexity of mert irresolution which when the fishermen per
ceive 1t 1 the whale they say he 15 gallied  The compact
martial columns in which they had been hitherto rapidly
and steadily swimming were now broken up in one measure-
less rout “and hhe Rung Porus' elephants m the Indian
battls with Alevander they seemed going mad with con
stetnation  In all diections expanding 1n vast rregular
circles and aumlessly swimming hather and thither by ther
-bort thick poutings they plawnly betrayed thewr distrac
ton of panic  This was stll more strangely evinced bv
those of their number who completely paralysed as it wete
helples Iy floated ike water logged dismantled ships on the
sea  Had these Leviathans been but a flock. of simple sheep
purrved over the pasture by three fierce wolves they
could rot pos ibly have evinced such excessive dismay
But this occasiomal timudity 1s charactensuc of almost
all herdmng creatures Though banding together 1n tens
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of thou.ands the hon maned buffaloes of the West have
fled Before a softary horseman  Witness too all buman
beings how when herded together in the sheepfald of a
theatre s pit they will at the shightest alarm of fire rush
Belter-shelter for the outlets crowding trampling Jamming
and remorselessly dashing each other to death Best there
fore withhold any amazement at the strangely gallied
whales before us for there 15 no folly of the beast of the
earth whick 15 not infimtely outdone by the madness of
men

Though many of the whales as has been said were 1n
Violent motion yet 1t 15 to be observed that as a whole the
berd nerther advanced nor retreated but collectively re
mained 1n one place As 15 customary 1n those cases the
boats at once separated each making for some one lone
whale on the outshirts of the <hoal In about three minutes
Ume Queequegs harpoon was flung  the sticken fish
darted blinding spray in our faces and then running away
With us Iihe light steered straight for the heart of the
berd  Though such a movement on the part of the whale
struch under such circumstances 18 1 no wise unprece
dented, and indeed 1s almost always more or less antict
Pated 'yet does 1t present one of the more penlous vicisst
tudes of the fishery  For as the swift monster drags you
deeper and deeper into the frantic shoal you bid adieu to
arcumspect hife and only ewst 1o a delirious throb

As blind and deaf the whale plunged forward as if by
sheer power of speed to rid hmself of the iron leech that
bad fastened to hum as we thus tore 2 white gash m the
sea on all sides menaced as we flew by the crazed creatures
to and fro rushing about us our beset boat was like a
ship mobbed by 1ce 1sles tn a tempest and striving to steer
!hmugh complicated channels apd straits knowing Dot at
what moment 1t mav be locked 1 and crushed

But not 2 bit daunted Queequeg steered us manfully
Tow heering off from this monster directly across our
foute m advance now edgmg away from that whose co-
Iossal flukes were suspended overbead while all the time
Starbuck tood up in the bows Jance i hand priching out
of our way whatever whales he could reach by short darts

/

L
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for there was no time to make long ones Nor were the
oatsmen quite 1dle though their wonted duty was now
together dispensed with  They chuefly attended to the
shouting part of the business Out of the way, Commo
dore! cried one to a great dromedary that of a sudden
rose bodily to the surface and for an instant threatened to
svamp us  Hard down with your tail there!’ cned a sec
ond to another which close to our gunwale, seemed calmly
cooling himself with his own fan Like extremuty

All whale boats carry certain curious contrivances ongt
nall, mvented by the Nantuchet Indians, called druges
Two thich squares of wood of equal size are stoutly clenched
together so that they cross each others gram at night
angles a lite of consrderable length 15 then attached to the
muudle of this block and the other end of the lme beme
looped 1t can n a moment be fastened to a harpoon It
1s chiefly among galhied whales that this drugg 15 used  Tor
then, more whales are close round you than you can pos
sibly chase at one time  But sperm whales are not every
day encountered while you may then you must kil all
you can  And 1f you cannot kill them all at once you
must wing them so that thev can be afterwards hiiled at
your leisure  Hence 1t 1s that at times lhe these the
drugg comes nto requisttion  Our boat was furmshed with
three of them The first and econd were succe sfully
darted and we aw the whales staggerngly runmng off fet
tered by the enormous sidelong resistance of the towing
drugs Thev were cramped like malefactors with the cham
and ball  But upon flinming the third n the act of t0ss
ing overboird the clumsy wooden bloch 1t caught under
one of the seats of the bott and 1n an nsttnt tore it out
and carned it away dropping the oarsman im the boats
bottom as the seat shd from under him On both <ides
the ea came in at the wounded planks but we <tuffed
two or three drawers and shirts 1n and <o stopped the letks
for the time

Tt had been next to impossible to dart these drugred
harpoons were 1t not that as we advanced into the he
our whales way greatly diminished moreover, that as we
went stull further and further from the circumference of com
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motion, the direful disorders eemed waming  So that when
at last the jerhing harpoon drew out and the towmng whale
sdenays vamshed then with the tapering force of his
parting momentum we ghded between two whales into the
innermost heart of the shoal as »f from some mountam
torrent we had shd into a serene valley lahe Here the
storm. 1n the roanng glens between the autermost whales
were heard but not felt In this central expanse the sea
presented that smooth satin Iike surface called a sleek
produced by the subtle mosture thrown off by the whale
in his more quiet moods  Yes we were now m that en
chanted calm which they say lurks at the beart of every
commotion  And still mn the distracted distance we beheld
the tumults of the outer concentric cucles and .aw succes
sine pods of whales eight or ten tn each swiftly gomng round
and round like rmultiplied spans of horses tn a nng and so
closely shoulder to shoulder that a Titanc circus nder
might easily have over arched the middle anes and so have
gone round on ther backs Owing to the density of the
crowd of reposing whales more 1mmediately surrounding
the embased aws of the herd no possible chance of escape
was at precent afforded us We must watch for a breach
n the lving wall that hemmed us n  the wall that had
only admitted us i order to shut us up heeping at the
centre of the lahe we were occasionally visited by small
tame cows and calves the women and children of this
routed host

Now inclusnve of the occasional wide intervals between
the revolving outer circles and inclusive of the paces be
tween the various pods m amy one of those circles the
entire area at this juncture embraced by the whole mult:
tude must have contamed at least two or three square
miles At any rate—though indeed such a test at such a
time might be deceptive—spoutings ymught be discovered
from our low baat that seemed playing up almost from
the nm of the horizon I mention this circumstance be
cau e a if the cows and calves had been purposely locked
up 1n this mnnermost fold and as 1f the wide extent of the
herd had hitherto prevented them from learming the precise
cause of its stopping or possibly bemg so young unso #
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phisticated  and every way innocent and mexperienced,
however 1t may have been theee smaller whales—now and
then wsiting our becaimed boat from the margmn of the
lake—evinced a wond ous fearlessness and conhdence, ov
else a stll becharmed panic which 1t was impossible not
to marvel at Like household dogs they came snuffing
round us mght up to our gunwales and touching them,
il 1t almost seemed that some spell had suddenly domes
ucated them Queequeg patted thewr foreheads, Starbuck
scratched their backs with s Jance  but fearful of the con
sequences for the time refrained from darting 1t

But far beneath this wondrous world upon the surface,
another and still stranger world met our eyes as we gazed
over the sde For suspended in those watery vaults
floated the forms of the nursing mothers of the whales atd
those that by therr enormous girth seemed shortly to be
come mothers  The lake, as T have hinted was to a con

derable depth exceedingly transp: and as human
fants while suckling wil} calmly and fixedly gaze away from
the breast as if leading two cafferent lives at the time
and whife yet drawing mortal nounshment be still spir
stually feasting upon some unearthly remumiscence —£ven
56 did the voung of these whales seem looking up towards
us but not at us as 1f we were but a bit of Guif weed
taeir new born sight  Floating on thexr sides the mothers
also eemed quetly eveing us  One of these httle nfants,
that from certam queer tolens seemed hardly a day old
rmght have mensured some fourteen feet m length, snd
ome six feet m grth  He was a lttle fnghy though as
yet hus body seemed scarce yet recovered from that sthsome
posttion ¢ had sa lately o~cupted 1 the maternal reticule
where tail to head and all readv for the final sprmg the
unborn whale lies bent hike a Tartars bow The delicate
side fins and the palms of Ms flukes still freshly retumed
the plated crumpled appearance of a babv’s ears newly at
rved from foreign parts

‘Lane! hine!™ ened Queequeg looking over the gunwale,
m fast' him fast'~~Who lne huml Who struch?—
Two whale one big one little!

¢That ails y¢, man® cned Starbuck
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“Look-e here  said Queequeg pomting down

As when the stricken whale that from the tub has reeled
out hundreds of fathoms of rope as after deep sounding
be floats up agan and shows the slackened curhng hne
buoyantly nsing and spiralling towards the airr so now
Starbuck saw long coils of the umbilical cord of Madame
Leviathan by which the young cub seerned still tethered to
itsdim Mot seldom 1n the rapid vicissitudes of the chase
this natural line with the maternal end lose becomes en
tangled with the hempen one so that the cub 1s thereby
trapped  Some of the subtlest secrets of the seas seemed
divulged to us in this enchanted pond Ve saw young
Leviathan amours 1n the deep !

And thus though surrounded by cucle upon arcle of
consternations and affrights did these inscrutable creaturee
at the centre freely and fearlessly wmdulge m all peaceful
concernments yes serenely revelled n dalliance and de
light But even o amd the tornadoed Atlantic of my
being do I myself still for ever centrally disport m mute
calm and while ponderous planets of unwamng woe re
volie round me deep down and deep inland there I sult

athe me 1n eternal muldness of joy

Meanwhile as we thus lay entranced the occasional sud
den frantic spectacles m the distance evinced the activity
of the other boats still engaged 1n drugging the whales on
the frontier of the host or possibly carrying on the war
Withm the first circle where abundance of room and some
convement retreats were afforded them But the sight of
the enraged drugged whales now and then blindly darting
to and fro acro s the circles was nothing to what at last
met our eyes It 1s sometimes the custom when fast to a
whale more than commonly powerful and alert to seek to
hamstring him as 1t were by sundenng or maiming his
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gizantic tad tendon It 15 done by darting a short handled
cutting spade to which 1t attached a rope for haulmg it
back again A whale wounded (as we afternards fearned}
m this part but not effectually as 1t seemed had broken
away {rom the boat, cartving along with him half of the
harpoon line and 1 the extraordmary agony of the wound,
he was now dashing among the revolving circles like the lone
mounted desperado Arnold at the battie of Saratoga, carry
me dismay wherever he went

But agonuing as was the wound of this whale and an
appalling spectacle enourh anv way vet the peculiar horror
with which he seemed to mspire the rest of the herd was
owing 1o a cause which at first the intervemng distance
cbscured from us But at length we perceved that by
one of the unimagmable accidents of the fishery thus whale
had become entangled m the hatpoon line that he towed
he had also run awav with the cutung spade n um  and
while the {ree end of the rope attached to that weapon had
permarently caught 1n the cotls of the harpoon line Tound
is tml the cutting pade itself had worked foose from s
flesh  So that tormented to madness he was now churn
1ng, through the water violently flashng with hus flenble tarl
and tosung the heen spade about lim wounding and fnur
deringy hus gwn comrades

This ternfic object seemed to recall the whole herd from
their stationary frght  Fust the whales forming the
margin of qur lale began to crowd a httle and tumble
agam t each other as if hited by half spent tullows from
afar then the lake tself beoan famtly to heave and swell
the submanme bridat-chambers and nurseries vamshed
tiore and more confractng orbiis the whales 1 the more
central circles beman to swim i thickemng clusters Yes
the long calm vas departing A low advancng hunt was
soon heard and then like to the tumultuous masses of block
e when the great rner Hudson breals up m Sprng the
entire host of whales came tumbling upon thewr mnner centre,
as 1f 10 Dile them ehves up 1 one commen mountyn In
stantly Starbuck and Queeque changed places Starbuck
taking the <tern

“Qars! Oars! he intensely whispered, seizing the helm—
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‘gripe your ocars and clutch your souls now! My God
men tand by! Shove him off you Queequeg—the whale
therel—prick” him!—Mit lim! Stand up—stand up and
stay <o' Spring men—pull men never mind their backs—
scrape them!—scrape anay !

The boat was now all but jammed between two vast
black bulks leaving a narrow Dardanelles between thei
long lengths But by de perate endeavor we at last shot
nfo a temporary operung then giving way rapidly and
at the same time earnestly watching for another outlet
After many similar hair breadth escapes we at last swaftly
glided into what bad just been one of the outer circles but
now crossed by random whales all violently making for
one centre This lucky salvation was cheaply purchased
by the loss of Queequegs hat who while standing in_the
bows to prick the fugitive whales had his hat taken clean
from his head by the ar eddy made by the sudden tossing
of a pair of broad flukes close by

Ruotous and disordered as the universal commotion now
Was 1t soon resolved itself mnto what seemed 2 systematic
movement for having clumped together at last 1n one den.e
body they then renewed their onward fight with augmented
fleetness ~ Further pursuit was useless but the boats still
Lingered 1n their wake to pick up what drugged whales might
be dropped astern and likewse to ecure one which Flash
had Lilled and waifed The waif 1> a pennoned pole two
or three of which are varried by every boat and when when
additional game 15 at hand are in erted upright nto the
floating body of a dead whale both to mark its place on
the se. and also as tohen of prior pos ession should the
boats of any other ship drav pear

The re ult of this lowering was somewhat illustrative
of that sagacious saying m the Fishery —the more whales
the less fish Of all the drugged whales only one was
captured The rest contrined to escape for the time but
only to be tahen as will hereafter be seen by some other
craft than the Pequod
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CHAPTER LAXAVII
SCHOOLS AND ACHOOLMASTERS

Trr previous chapter gave account of an ymmense body
or herd of Sperm Whales and there was also then given
the probable cause inducing those vast aggregations

Now though such great bodies are at times encountered
yet as must have been seen even at the present day, small
detached band. are lly observed emb from
twenty to fifty mdividuals each  Such bands are known as
schools They generally are of two sorts those composed
almost entirely of females and those mustering none but
young sigorous males or bulls as they are familiarly des-
1gnated

In cavalier attendance upon the school of females you
mvanably see 2 male of full grown magmitude, but not old,
who upon any alarm evinces his gallantry by falling 1o
the rear and coveting the fight of i ladies In truth
this 13 al Ottoman g about
over the watery world surroundingly accompanied by all
the solaces and endearments of the harem The contrast
between this Ottoman and s concubines 1s stnhing be
cause while he 15 always of the largest Jeviathamic propor
tions the ladies even'at full growth are mot more than
one third of the bulk of an average sized male They are
comparatinely delicate indeed 1 dare say, not to evceed
half 2 dozen 3yards round the waist Nevertheless 1t can
not be dented that upon the whole they are hereditarily en
titled to embonpomt

It 15 very cunous to watch this harem and its lord
thetr ndolent ramblings Iihe fashionables they are fof
~er on the move In leisurely search of vanety You meet
them on the Line in time for the full flower of the Tqua
torial feedmg season having just returned perbaps from
spending the summer 1n the Northern seas and so cheattng
summer of all unpleasant wearines: and warmth By the
ume thev have lounged up and down the promenade of
the Equator anhile they start for the Qnental waters I8
anticipation of the cool season thee and so evade the
other excessive temperature of the year
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When serenely adsancing on one of these yourneys if
any strange suspicious sights are seen my lord whale keeps
2 wary eve on hus interesting fanuly  Should any unwar
tanted pert young Leviathan cotming that way presume
to draw confidentrally close to one of the ladies” with what
prodigious fury the Bashaw assals him and chases him
anay! High times indeed if unprincipled young rakes
hike tum are to be permitted to mvade the sanctity of do
mestic bliss  though do what the Bashaw will he cannot
keep the most notorious Lothara out of his bed for alas!
all fish bed 1n common  As ashore the ladies often cause
the most temnble duels among their rval admirers just so
with the whales who sometimes come to deadly battle and
all for love They fence with therr long lower jaws ome
times locking them together and so stnving for the su
premacy like elhs that warmingly interweave therr antlers
Not a few are captured having the deep scars of these en
counters —furrowed heads broken teeth scolloped fins
and n some mstances wrenched and dslocated mouths

But supposing the mvader of domestic bliss to betake
himself away at the first rush of the harems lord then 1s 1t
very diverting to watch that lord Gently he msinuates
lus vast bull among them agan and revels there awhile
still n tantalizing vicmity to young Lothario like prous
Solomon devoutly worshipping among his thousand con
cubines  Granting other whales to be 1n sight the fisher
man will seldom give chase to one of these Grand Turks
for these Grand Turks are too lavish of therr strength
and hence therr unctuousness is small As for the sons
and daughters they beget why those sons and daughters
must tale care of themselves at least with only the ma
ternal help  For lihe certain other omnnorous roving lov
ers that might be named my Lord Whale has no taste for
the nursery however much for the bower and <o bemng a
great traveller he leaves his anonymous babres all over the
world every baby an exotic In good time nevertheless
as the ardor of youth declines as years and dumps
crease as reflection lends her olemn pauses i short
as a general lassitude overtahes the sated Turk then »a"""
love of ease and virtue supplants the love for maidens
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Ottoman enters upon the mnpotent, repentant, admomtory
stage of hie forsmears disbands the barem and grown to
an exemplary sulhy old oul goe about all alone among
the mendians and parallels saying, hus prayers and warming
each young Leviathan from his amorous errors

Now as the harem of whales 1 called by the fishermen
a school 50 1 the lord and master of that schoot technically
Lnown as the schoolmaster It is therefore mot m strict
character however admirably satirical, that after going to
school lumseli he should then go abroad mculcating nat
what he learned there but the folly of it His title school
master would very naturally <eem derived from the name
bestoned upon the harem itself but some have surmused
that the man who furst thus entitled this sort of Ottoman
whale must have read the memors of Vidocg and in
formed himself what ort of a country schoolmaster that
famous Frenchman was in his younger days and what was
the nature of those occult les.ons he inculcated into some
of his pupils

The <ame  ecludedness and 1solation 1o which the school
master whale betakes himself 1n s advancing vears 1s true
of all aged Sperm Whales Almost unwersally a lone
whale—as a ohtary Leviathan 1 called——proves an ancent
one  Like venerable mo s bearded Damiel Boone he will
have no one near him but Nature her elf and her he tahes
to wife 1 the wilderness of waters and the best of wines
the 1o though she leeps o many moody secrets

The schools composing none but young and vigorous
males pres ously mentioned offer a strong contrast to the
harem schools  For while tho ¢ female whales are char
acteristically tmid the young males or forty barrel bulls
as they call them are by far the most pugnacion of 2
Leviathans and proverbially the most dangerous to €0
counter escepting those wondrous grev headed grizded
whales ometimes met and these will fight jou Jike gnm
fiends e<asperated by a penal gout

The Forty barrel bull schools are larger than the harem
chool  Lake a mob of voung collegans they are full o
fight fun and wichedness tumbling round the world at
such a reckless roliching rate, that no prudent underwritet
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would wnsure them any more than he would a notous lTad at
Yale or Harvard ‘lhey soon relinquish this turbulence
though and when about three fourths grown, break up and
separately go about in quest of settlements that 15 harems

Another pomt of difference between the male and female
schools 1s still more characterstic of the seves Say you
strike a Forty barrel butl—poor devil! all his comrades quit
hm  But strike a member of the harem .chool and her
companions swim around her with every tohen of concern
somettmes lingering 50 near her and o long as themselves
to fall a prey

CHAPTER LAXXIN
PAST FISH AND LOOSE FISH

Tue allusion to the waifs and waif poles 1n the last
chapter but one necessitates some account of the laws and
regulations of the whale fishery, of which the waif may be
deemed the grand svmbol and badge

1t frequently happens that when several ships are crs
mng jn company a whale may be struck by one vessel ther
escape and be finally killed and captured by another vessel
and herein are indirectly comprised many munor contmn
gencies all partaking of this one grand feature For ex
ample —after a weary 1nd penlous chase and capture of a
whale the body may get loose from the ship by reason of a
violent storm and dnfting far anay to leeward be retaken
by a second whaler who m a calm snugly fows 1t along
side without 11 & of Iife or lme  Thus the most vexatious
and violent disputes would often ar: e between the fisher
men were there not some written or umwrtten unnersal
undsputed law apphczble to all cases

Perhaps the only formal whaling code authonized by legis
latne enactment w.s that of Holland Tt was decreed by
the States General In A D 1695 But though no other
nation has ever had any written whaling law yet the Amer
ican fishermen have been therr own legt lators and lawyers
m this matter They have provided a system which for
ter e comprehensiveness surpasses Justiuan s Pandects and
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the By laws of the Chinese Society for the Suppression
of Neddling with other People’s Business Yes these Jaws
mgh* be engraven on a Queen Annes farthing ot the bath
of a barpoon and worn round the nech <o small are they

1 A Fast Fich belongs to the party fast to it ¢

11 A Loose Fish 15 fair game for anybody who cam
soone t catch it

But what plays the muschiel waith this masterly code 13
the admirable brevity of 1t which necessitates a vust volume
of commentaries to expound 1t

Tt What 15 a Fast Fish?  Alive or dead a nish is
techmeally fast when 1t )s connected with in occupied ship
or boat by any medm at all controliable by the occupint
or occupants—a mast an car a mme mch cable a tele
graph wire or a strand of cobweb 1t 15 all the same  Like
wise a fi.h 15 techmeally fast when 1t bears 2 watf or any
ather recogmized svmbol of pos ession 5o long as the party
waifing 1t planly evince their abihty at any ume to take 1
Alongeide as well as their intention so to do

These are 15 but the
of th whalemen themselves sometimes consist 1 hard words
and harder hnocks—the Cole upon Littleton of the fict
True amorg the more upnght and honourable whalemen
allowances are always made for peculiar cases where it
would be an outrageous moral njustice for one party 0
«laim pos es 10n of 2 whale previouslv chased or killed by
#nother party  But others are by no means so scrupulous

Some filty vears ago there was a curious case of whale
trover lingated m England wheremn the plamtffs set forth
that after a hard chase of a whale 1n the Northetn seas an
when indeed they (the plaintiffs) had succeeded in harpoon
mg the fish they were at last through peril of their Ines
obliged to forsale not only their hines but their boat stsell
Ultimitely the defendants (the crew of another ship) came
up with the whale struck Lilled seized and finally appro
priated 1t before the very eyes of the plamufls  And whett
those defendants were remonstrated with thewr captaid
«napped tis fingers i the plamtiffs teeth and assured them
that by way of doxology to the deed he had done he would
now retun thewr hne harpoons and boat, which chad
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Temained attached to the whale at the time of the serzure
Wherefore the plamtiffs now sued for the recovery of the
value of their whale, Line harpoons and boat

Mr Ershine was counsel for the defendants Lord Ellen
borough was the judge In the course of the defence the
Witty Ershine went on to illustrate hus position, by alluding
10 2 recent cim con case wheremn a gentleman after m
vam trying to bridle s wifes victousness had at last
2bandoned her upon the seas of lfe but wn the course of
Years repenting of that step he instituted an action to
Tecover possession of her  Erskine was on the other side
and he then supported 1t by saying that though the gentle
man had ongmally harpooned the lady and had once hag
her fast and only by reason of the great stress of her plung
ing viciousness had at Jast abandoned her yet abandon her
he did so that she became a loose fish and therefore when
a subseq it reh d her the lady then
became that subsequent gentlemans property along with
whatever harpoon might have been found sticking in her

Now 1n thes present case Erskine contended that the
examples of the whale and the lady were reciprocally illus
trative to each other

These pleadings and the counter pleadings bewng duly
beard the very learned Judge m set terms decided to wit —
That as for the boat he awarded 1t to the plamtiffs because
they had merely abandoned 1t to save therr Iives but that
with regard to the controverted whale harpoons and hne
they belonged to the defendants the whale because 1t was
a Loose Fish at the ume of the final capture and the har
Doons and line becau e when the fish made off with them 1t
{the fish) acquired a property mn those articles and hence
anyhody who afterwards took the fish had a night to them
Now the plamtiffs afterwards took the fish ergo the afore
said articles were thewrs

A common man looking at this decision of the very
learned Judge might possibly object to it  But ploughed
Up to the primary roch of the matter the tno great pnnciples
laid down 1n the twin whaling Jaws previously quoted and
applied and elucidated by Lord Ellenborough 1 the above
cited case these two laws touching Fast Fish and Loofe-

—

A}



306 MORY DICK

Fish Tsay wll on reflection be found the fundamentals of
all human jJunsprudence for notwithstanding s comph
cated tracery of sculpture, the Temple of the Law, like the
Temple of the Philistines has but two props to stand on

Ts 1t not a saying in every one s mouth, Possession 15 hall
of the Jan  that 15, regardless of how the thing came nto
ossession? But often po ession 1s the whole of the Jaw
“What are the sinews and souls of Russian serfs and Repub
tican slaves but Fast Tish whereof possession 1s the whole of
the Taw? What to the rapacious landlord 15 the widows
last mute but a Fast [ish?  What 15 vonder undetected
villain s marble mansion with a door plate for a waif what
15 that but a Fast Fish? What 1s the ruinous discount which
Mordecar the broher gets from poor Woebegone, the bank
rupt, on a loan to keep Woebegone s farmly from starvation
what ss that rumous discount but a Fast Fish? VW hat 1s the
Archinshop of Savesoul's income of £100 000 serzed from
the ccant bread and cheese of hundreds of thousands of
broken backed laborers (all wure of heaven without any of
Savesoul s help) what 15 that globular 100 coo but 4 Fa-t
Fish> What are the Duke of Dunder s hereditary towns
and hamlets but Fast Fish> What to that redoubted
harpooneer  John Bull s poor Ireland but a Fast Fish?
What to that apostolic lancer Brother Jonathan s Texas
but a Fast Fish? And concerning all these 1s not Possession
the whole of the law?

But if the doctrine of Fast Fish be pretty generally
appli.able the hindred doctrine of Logce Fish 15 still mare
widely so  That 15 nternationally and unmersally ap-
rheatle

WWhat was America m 1492 but a Joose Fish in which
Columbus struch the Spantsh standard bv wav of waifing 1t
for s royal master and mistre<ss?  \What was Poland to the
Czar? What Greece to the Tutk? What India to England?
What at lat will Mexico be to the Umited States? All
Loose Fi k

What are the Rights of “an and the Liberties of the
World but Loose Fish? What 2l men s minds and opinton$
but Toose Fish> What 15 the principle of religous belef
in them but a Loose Fish? "Vhat to the ostentatious
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smugghng verbalists are the thoughts of thinkers but Loose
Fish* Vhat 15 the great globe itself but a Loose Fish?
azr; what are you, reader but a Loo e Fish and a Fast Fish

CHAPTER \C
HEADS OR TAILS

De balena vero suffiit st rex habeat caput et regma caudam
racton 13 ¢ 3

Latin from the books of the Laws of Englind which
taken along with the context means that of all whales
captured by anybody on the coast of that land the King
as Honorary Grand Harpooneer must haie the head and
the Queen be respectfully presented with the tail A division
which 1n the whale 1s much hke halving an apple there
15 Do intermediate remainder Now as this law under a
modified form 15 to thi day n force in England and as 1t
offers 1n various respects a strange anomaly touching the
feneral Taw of Fast and Loo e Fish 1t 1 here treated of m
3 separate chapter on the same courteous principle that
prompts the English railnavs to be at the expense of a
separate car pecially reserved for the accommodation of
royalty In the first place mn curious proof of the fact that
the above mentioned law 1s still 1n force I proceed to lay
before you 2 circum-tance that happened within the last
W0 vears

1t _cems that some honest marmers of Dover or Sandwich
cr some one of the Cinque Ports had after a hard chase
succeeded n Lilling and beaching 2 fine whale which they
had onginally descried afar off from the shore Now the
Cingue Ports are partially or somehow under the jurisdiction
of 2 ort of policeman or beadle called a2 Lord Warden
Holdmyg the office directly from the crown I believe all the
royal emoluments incident to the Cinque Port terntones
become by assignment his By some wnters this office 1s
called 1 sinecure  But not so  Because the Lord Warden
15 busily employed at times m fobbing his perquisites
which are his chuefly by virtue of that same fobbing of
them
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Now when these poor sun burnt marnners bare-footed,
and with their trowsers rolied hugh up on their eely fegs, bad
weanly hauled thewr fat fish high and dry, promising them
selves a good £150 from the precious ol and hone and
fantasy sipping rare tea with thewr wives and good ale
with their cromes upon the strength of thewr respective
shares up steps a verv learned and most Chnstian and
charitable gentleman with a copv of Blackstone under his
arm and layng 1t upon the whale s head, he says— Hands
off! this fish my masters 18 a Fast Fish I sexze st as the
Lord Wardens  Lpon this the poor marmners i thes
respectful —<o truly Enghsh-—hnowing not
what to say fall to vigorously seratching thewr heads all
round meanwhile ruefully glancing from the whale to the
stranger  But that did 1in nowise mend the matter or at all
soften the hard heart of the learned gentlemen with the copy
of Blackstone 4t length one of them after long cratchung
about for hus 1deas made bold to speak

Tlease sir who 19 the Lord Warden?

The Duke ,
¢ But the duhe had nothing to do with taking this fish?
“It s hus *

‘We have been at great trowble and penl and <ome
expence and 15 all that to go to the Duhes benefit we
getting nﬁlhmg at all for our pamns but our blisters?

t1s hig

Is the Duke so very poor as to be forced to thi, deperate

modu of getting a livehhood?

It 1s hus

I thought to relieve my old bed ndden mother by part

of my share of this whale

It s

Wont the Duke be content mih a quarter or 2 half?
‘Iths s
In a word the whale was seized and sold, and his Grace

the Duke of Welingion received the money  Thunhing that
wviewed i some particular lights, the case might by a bare
possibility 1n some small degree be deemed under the €I
cumstances a vather hard one zn honest clergyman of the
town respectfully addressed a note to huis Grace begging
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bm to take the cace of those unfottunate marmers mto full
consideration  To which my Lord Duke in substance replied
(bath letters were published) that he had already done so
and received the money and would be obhiged to the
reverend gentleman if for the future he (the reverend
gentleman) would declne meddling with other peoples
bustness Ts tius the still mulitant old man standmg at the
corners of the three hingdoms on all hands coeraing alms of
eggars?

It will readily be seen that 1 this case the alleged right
of the Duke to the whale was a delegated one from the
Sovermign  We must needs mquire then on what prnciple
the Sovereign 1s aniginally mvested with that nght  The law
iself has already been set forth But Plowdon gives us the
reason for 1t Says Plowdon the whale so caught belongs
1o the King and Queen  because of 1ts superior excellence
And by the soundest commentators this has ever been beld
a cogent argument i such matters

But why should the King have the head and the Queen
the tail? A reason for that ye lawyers!

In his treatise on ¢ Queen Gold  or Queen pm money an
old hings Bench author one Wilkam Prynne thus dis
courseth ¢ Ye tail 1s ye Queens that ye Queen s wardrobe
may be supplied with ye whalebone  Now this was written
at a time when the black hmber bone of the Greenland or
Right whale was largely used n ladies bodices But this
same bone 1s not 1n the tail 1t 15 1 the head which 1s 2
sad mistake for a sagactous lawyer like Prynne  But 15 the
Queen a mermaid to be presented with a tall?  An allegont
cal meaning may lurk here

There are two royal fish so styled by the Enghsh law
writers—thie whale and the sturgeon both royal property
under certan limitations and nomnally supplying the
fenth branch of the crown s ordimary revenue I hnow not
that any otber author has hinted of the matter but by
mference 1t seems to me that the sturgeon must be divided
m the same way as the whale the King recenving the hughly
dense and elastic head pecular to that fish whick sym
bolically regarded may posstbly be humorously grounded
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upon ome presumed congentality Apd thus there seems &
reason 1n all things, even 1n law

CHAPTER (I
THF PFQUOD MEETS THE ROSE BUD

In vam st was to rabe for Amberghiese m the paunch of thrs
Levtathan 1nsufferable fetor denying not inquiry
S T Browne ¥ E

Ir was a weeh or two after the last whaling scene re
counted ind when we were slowly saling over a sleehy
vagory mud day sea that the many noses on the Pequod s
dech proved mere vigllant discoverers than the three pars
of eyes aloft A pecular and not very pleasant smell was
smelt m the sea

1 will bet something now ’* said Stubb  that omewhere
hereabauts are some of those drujged whales we tichled the
other day 1 thought they would }eel up before long

Presently the vapors n advance shd aside and there in
the distance lay a ship whose furled suls betokened that
same sort of + hate must be alongside  As we ghded nearet
the tranver showed French colors from s peak and by
the eddying cloud of wulture sea fow! that cwcled and
fovered and swooped around him st was plan that the
whale alongside must be what the fishermen call a blasted
whale that 1s a whafe that has died unmolested on the €2
and o flovted an unappropnated corpse It may well be
<oncered what an unsavory odor such a mass must echale
worse thin an Assvrnn aity m the plague when the hving
are wcorpetent to hury the departed  So intolerable sndeed
151t regarded by some that no cupidity could perauade them
to moor along 1de of it Yet are there tho.c who will still
do it motwithstanding the fact that the oil obtamed from
such subiects 15 of a very inferior quality and by no means
of the nature of attar-of rose

Coming still nearer with the expining breeze we <aw that
the Frenchman had a second whale alongmde and this
aecond whale seemed even more of a nosegay than the first



THE ROSE BUD 401

In truth 1t turned out to be one of those problematical
whales that seem to dry up and d e with a sort of prodigiuus
dyspepsia or indigestion leaving their defunct bodtes almost
entrrely bankrupt of anything like of Nevertheless 1n
the proper place we shall .ee that no knowing fisherman will
ever turn up his nose at such a whale as thus however much
he may shun blasted whales i general
The Pequod had now swept so nigh to the stranger that
Stubb vowed he s cutting spade-pol led
1n the lines that were knotted round the tail of one of these
whales
Theres a pretty fellow now he bantenngly laughed
Standing 1n the ships bows theres a jackal for ye! 1
well knew that these Crappoes of Frenchmen are but poor
devi)s m the fishery sometimes lowenng therr boats for
breakers mustaking them for Sperm Whale spouts yes and
Some 1mes saiing from their port with their hold full of
boxes of tallow candles and cases of snuffers fore eeing that
all the o1l they will get want be enough to dip the Captam s
wich mto aye we all hnow these things but look ye heres
a Crappo that 15 content with our leavings the drupged
whale there I mean aye and 1s content too with scraping
the dry bones of that other precious fish he has there  Poor
devil!” T say pass round a hat <ome onme and lets make
him a present of a lttle oil for dear chantys sake For
what oil he'll get from that drugged whale there wouldnt
be fit to burn 1n a j;1l no not 1 a condemned cell  Ana
as for the other whale why Il agree to get more ol by
choppmg up and trying out these three ma ts of ours than
hell get from that bundle of bones though now that 1
think of 1t 1t may contatn omething worth a good deal mere
than o1l yes ambergnis I wonder now if our old man Las
thought of that Its worth trymg Yes Im for it and
o saving he started for the quarter deck
By this tume the faint ~ur had become a complete calm
80 that whether or no the Pequod was now faily entrapped
1n the smell with no hope of escaping except by 1 s breezing
up agam Issting from the cabin Stubb now called hus
boat s crew and pulled off for the stranger Drawing across
her bow he percerved that m accordance with the fanciful
g
£
4
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French taste the upper part of her stem piece was_carved
m the likeness of a huge drooping stalh was pamted green
and for thorns had copper spikes prajecting from 1t here and
there the whole termmating in a .ymmetrical folded bulb
of a bright red color Upon her head boards, 1n large gilt
letters he read Bouton de Rose, —Rose button or Rose
bud and this was the romantic name of this aromatic ship
Though Stubb did not understand the Bouton part of the
mseription yet the word rose and the bulbous figure head
put together sufficiently explamed the whole to hm
A wooden rose bud eh? he cned with his hand to hns
nose  ‘that will da very well but how libe all creation 1t
stmellst
Now mn order to hold direct communscation with the
people on dech he had to pull round the bows to the star
board side and thus come close to the blasted whale and
so tatk over 1t
Arnived then at this spot with one hand still to his nose
be bawled— Bouton de Rose ahoy! are there any of you
Bouton-de Roses that speak Enghsh?
‘Yes rtejoined a Guernsey man from the bulwarks who
turned out to be the chief mate
Well then mv Bouton de Rose bud, have you seen the
White Whale?
W hat whalep’
The 1§ htte Whale—a Sperm Whale—\foby Dick have
ye -een him?
Never heard of such 2 whale Cachalot Blanche! White
Whale—no
‘Very good then good bye now and 11} call agam m a
minute
Then rapudly pulling back towards the Pequod, and seemg
Ahab feaning over the quarter-deck rail awaiting hs report
he mnulded his two hands into a trumpet and shouted— No
Sit! Nol’ Upon which Ahab retired and Stubb returned
to the Frenchman
He now percened that the Guerpsey man who bad just
ot mto the chams and was wsing a cutting spade, had
lung hus nose m a sort of bag
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“What s the matter ”
“Brohe s with your nose there?” said Stubb

I wish 1t was broken, or that I didn t have any nose at
alll answered the Guernsey man who did not seem to
relish the job he was at very much  But what are you
holf!mg yours for?

Oh nothing! Its a wax nose I have to hold 1t en
Fine day amtit? Ar rather gardenny I should say throw
Us 2 bunch of paices will ye Boutan-de Rose?

What 1n the dewil s name do you want here? roared
the Guernsey man fiving 1nto a sudden passion

Oh! Leep cool—cool? yes thats the word! why don
You pack those whales in 1ce while youre working at em?
But johing aside though do you hnow Rose bud that its
all nonsense trying to get any il out of such whales? As
for that dried wp one there he hasnt a gl n his whole
carcase

T know that well enough but d ye see the Captain here
won t beheye 1t this 1s his first voyage he was a Cologne
manufacturer before But come aboard and mayhap hell
believe you 1f he wont me and so Il get out of this duty
scrape

Anything to oblige ye my sweet and pleasant fellow
rejomed Stubb and with that he oon mounted to the deck
There a queer cene presented 1tseli The salors m
tasselled caps of red worsted were getting the heavy tackles
m readiness for the whales But they worked rather <low
and talked very fast and seemed m anything but a good
bumor Al ther noes upwardly projected from thew
faces like o many b booms Now and then pairs of them
would drop their work and run up to the mast head to get
some fresh axr  Some thinking they would catch the plague
dipped oakum 1n coal tar and at intervals beld st to ther
nostrils  Others having brohen the sters of ther pipes
almost short off at the bowl were vizorously puffing tobacco
smoke o that 1t constantly filled their olfactories

Stubb was struch by a shower of outcries and anathemas
Pproceeding from the Captans round hou e abaft and
looking 1n that direction saw a fiery face thrust from behind
the door which was held ajar from within  This was the »



404 MOBY DICh

tormented surgeon who after m vain remonstrating against
the proceedings of the day, had betaken himself to the
Captam s round house (cabmet he called 11) to avod the
pet but sull couid not help yelling out his entreaties and
indignations at times

Mathing all this Stubb argued well for s scheme, and
wring to the Guernsey man bad a little chat with hum,
during which the stranger mate expressed his detestation of
tis Captam as a conceited ignorsmus who had brought
them all imto so unsavory and unprofitable a mckle  Sound
g him carefully Stubb further percenved that the Guern
ev man had not the shghtest susprcion concernmg 1he
ambergns He therefore held his peace on that head but
otherwise was quite frank and confidential with kum, so that
the two quickly concocted a Little plan for both circumvent
ng and satinzing the Captamn without Jus at all dreaming
of distrusting their ancenty  According to thus hittle plan
of thenrs the Guernsey wan, under cover of an wterpreters
office was to tell the Captamn what he pleased but as coming
from Stubb and as for Stubb he was to utter any nonsense
that should come uppermost m him during the interview

By this tune therr destmed wicm appeared from his
cabin He was a small and dart  buy rather delcate
looking man for 2 sea captam with large whihers and
motstache however and wore a red cotton velet vest with
watch eals at s side  To this gentleman Stubb was now
politely ntroduced by the Guernsey man, who Ot once
o}s‘tc!\muously put on the aspect of interpretng between
them

What shall T say to fum first?' 5214 he

Why smd Stubb eyeing the velvet vest and the watch
and seals you may as well begwn by tefling fum that he
looks a ort of babyish to me though T don t pretend to be
a judge’

“He .ays Monsieur sud the Guernsey man in I rench,
turmng to his captain ‘ that only yesterday tus ship spolke
a ves el, whose captain and chief mate with six salors
had all died of a fever caught from a hlasted whale they
had brought alongside
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Upon this the captan started and eagerly deswed to
know ‘more
What now? said the Guernsey man to Stubb
Why since he takes it so easy tell lim that now I have
eved hom carefully Im quite certain that he's no more fit
to command a whale ship than a St Jago monkey In fact,
tell im from me be s a baboon
He vows and declares Monsieur that the other whale
the dried one 1s far more deadly than the blasted one m
fine Monsieur he conjures us as we value our lives to cut
loose from these fish
Instantly the captam ran forward and m a loud voice
commanded his crew to desist from hoisting the cutting
tackles, and at once cast loose the cables and chauns confin
g the whales to the ship
Vihat now? sad the Guernsey man when the Captamn
had returned to them
Why let me see yes you may as well tell him now
that—that—in fact tell um Ive diddled lim and (aside
to hum elf) perhaps omebody else
He say Monsienr that hes very happy to have been
of any service to us
Heaning thi  the captain vowed that they were the grate
ful parties (meaning himself and mate) and concluded by
mvting Stubp down mto lus cabin to drink a2 bottle of
Bordeaux
He wants you to take a glass of wine with um  said the
interpreter
Thank him heartdy but tell lim its aganst my
principles to drink with the man I ve diddled  In fact tetl
him I must go
He savs Monsteur that his principles won t admut of lus
drnking but that if Monsieur Wants to live another day to
dunh then Monsteur had best drop all four boats and pull
the ship away from the ¢ whales forits so calm they wont
dnift
By thi time Stubb was over the side and getting nto bis
boat hailed the Cuern ey man to this effect —that having
a long tow line n lus boat he would do what he could to
help them by pulling out the bighter whale of the two from
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the ships side  While the Frenchman s boats then were
engaged in towmn, the ship one way, Stubb benevolently
towed away at fus whale the other way ostentatiously slack
mg out a maost unysually long tow hne

Tresently a breeze sprang up, Stubb feigned to cast off
trom the whale hotstng his boats the Frenchman soon
wmereased tus distance while the Pequod shd in between um
and Stubbs whale Whereupon Stubb quickly putled to
the floating body and hathng the Pequod to give notice of
tus intentions at once proceeded to veap the frut of s
unnghteous cunning  Seizing hus sharp boat pade he
commienced an excavation m the body a hitle belund the
side fin  You would almo.t bave thought he was digging
a cellar there in the sea and when at length his spade
struck aganst the gaumt mbs 1t was ke turmng up oid
Roman tites and pottery buried in fai Enghsh loam Hi
boat’s crew were all in high excitement, eagetly helping their
chief, and Tooktng as anvious as gold hunters

And 2l the trme numberless fowls were diying and duck
g and screanung and yeling and fighting around them
Stubb was begmnmg to look disappointed, especially as the
horrible nosegay ncreased when suddenly from out the very
beart of thrs plague there stole a famt stream of perfume,
which flowed through the tide of bad smells without being
absorbed by 1t as one nver will flow into and then along
wth another, nithout at all blendmg wath 1t for ¢ ttme

‘T havest I have st ’ eried Stubb with delight stoking
somethang in the subterranean regons ‘a pursel a purse!

Dropping hus <pade be thrust both hands 1 and drew out
handful> of something that looked Like r1pe Wandsor soap, ot
tich mottled old cheee very unctuous and savoury withal
You might easily dent 1t with your thumb 1t 1s of a hue
beteen vellon and ash color ~ And this good friends, 13
smbergris worth a gold guinea an ounce to any druggst
Some st handfuls were obtamed, but more was unavoid
ably lost i the sea, 1nd stil] more, perhaps might hase been
secured were 1t not for impatient Ahab s loud command to
Stubb 1o desist and come on board, else the ship would
g them good bye
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CHAPTER XCII

AMBFRGRIS

Now this ambergns 15 2 very curious substance and so
important as an article of commerce that i 1791 a certan
Nantucket born Captain Coffin was examined at the bar
of the English Hou.e of Commons on that subject For at
that time 2nd indeed until a comparatnely late day the
precice origin of ambergris remamed lihe amber 1tself a
Problem to the learned Though the word ambergns 1s bu
the French compound for grey amber yet the two substances
are quite distinct For amber though at times found on
the sea-coast 15 also dug up 1n some far inland soils whereas
ambergrts 15 never found except upon the sez  Besides
amber 1s a hard transparent bnttle odorless substance
used for mouth pieces to pipes for beads and omaments
but ambergnis 15 soft waxy and so highly fragrant and
spicy, that it 1s largely used in perfumery 1n pastiles
Precious candles hair powders and pomatum The Turks
Use 1t 1n cookmng and also carry 1t to Mecca for the same
Purpose that frankincense 1s carried to St Peters in Rome
Some wine merchants drop a few grams mnto claret, to
flavor 1t

Who would think then that such fine ladies and gentle
men should regale them elvee with an essence found m the
inglorious bowels of 2 sick whalel Yot soitis By some
ambergrs 13 suppo ed to be the cause and by others the
effect of the dyspepsia i the whale How to cure such o
dyspepsia 1t were bard to say unless by admumstening threc
or four boat loads of Brandreths pills and then runmng
out of harms way as laborets do in hlasting rocks

I have forgotten to say that there were found i thy
ambergns certain hard round bony plates which at first
Stubb thought mught be sailors trowsers buttons but 1
afterwards turned out that they were nothing more than
Meces of small squud bones embalmed in that macner

Now that the mcorruption of this most fragrant ambergry
should be found 1n the heart of such decay 1> this nothings
Bethink thee of that <aying of St Paul in Connthians about
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cotruption and incorruption  how that we are sown mn dis
honor but raised in glory  And Ikewise call to mund that
saying of Paracelsus about what 1t 18 that maketh the best
mush  4lo forget not the strange fact that of all things
of 1l savor  Cologne water, mn its rudimental manufactursng
stages 1s the worst

1 should like to conclude the chapter with the above
appeal but cannot owing to my anxiety to repel a charge
often made agamst whalemen and which 1» the estimabon
of some already biased minds mught be considered as
indirectly substantiated by what has been said of the
Frenchmans two whales  Elsewhere m this volume the
slanderous aspersion has been disproved that the vocation
of whaling 1s throughout a slatternly untidy business But
there 15 nother thing to rebut They unt that all whales
always smell bad Now bhow did ths odious stigma
ouiginate?

T opine that 1t 1s plaily traceable to the first armval of
the Greenland whaling <ups n London mote than two
centurtes ago  Because those whalemen did not then, and
do not now try out therr a1l at sea as the Southern ships
have always done but cuttng up the fresh blubber
small bits thrust 1t through the bung holes of la ge casks,
and ciry it home in that manner the horiness of the
season m those Icy Seas and the sudden and violent storms
to which they are etposed forbidding any other cource
The consequence 1s that upon breaking mto the hold and
unioading one of these whale cemeteries n the Greenlind
dach a savor 1s grven {forth somewhat symilar to that ansing
from excavating 1n old oity graveyard for the foundations
of 2 Lying in Ha prtal

I portly surmmse ol o that this wicked charge agawmst
whalers mav be hkewise imputed to the evstence on the
«oast of Creenland n former times of 3 Dutch vilage
called Schmevenbureh o Smeerenberr which latter name
15 the one u ed by the learred Fomo Von Stack in his great
work o1 Smelte 1 test haok on that subiect  \s 1ts name
wrre ts { meer 1t berg to put up) thin village was
founded 1n order to afford a place for the blubber of the
Dutch whale fleet to be trsed out without being taken
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home to Holland for that purpose It was a collection of
furnaces fat Lettles and oil sheds and when the works
were 1n full operation certainly gave forth no very pleasant
savor  But all this s quite dificrent with a South Sea
Sperm Whaler which 1 a voyage of four years perhaps
after completely filing her hold with o1l does not perhaps
consume fifty days in the business of boling out and in
the state that 1t 1s casked the oil s nearly scentless The
truth 15 that Inang or dead 1f but decently treated whales
as a species are by no means creatures of 1ll odor nor can
whalemen be recogmsed as the people of the middle ages
affected to detect a Jew in the company by the nose Nor
indeed can the whale possibly be otherw: e than fragrant
when as a general thing he enjoys such high health taking
abundance of exercise always out of doors though it 1s
true seldom in the open air I say that the motion of a
Sperm Whale s flukes above water dispenses a perfume as
when a musk scented lady rustles her dress m a warm parlor
What then shall T liken the Sperm Whale to for fragrance
considering hys magmitude?  Maust 1t not be to that famous
elephant, with jeweled tu hs and redolent with myrrh which
was Jed put of an Indian town to do honer to Alexander
the Great?

CHAPTER \CIII
THE CASTAWAY

It was but some few diys after encountenng the French
man that a most signincant event befell the most msigmfi
cant of the Pequods crew an event most lamentable ~and
which ended m providing the ometimes madly merry and
predestinated craft with a lving and ever accompanying
prophecy of whatever shattered sequel might prove her own

Now 1 the whale ship 1t 15 not every one that goes in
the boats Some few hands are Teserved called ship-
keepers whase province 1t 35 to work the vessel while the
boats are pursuing the whale As a general thing
ship keepers are as hardy fellows as the men compr
boats crews But if there happen to be an undt £

amn
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clumsy or timo ous wight in the ship that wight 1s certain
to be made a ship heeper It was so in the Pequod with the
hittle negro Fippin by nick name Pip by abbreviation  Eoor
Pip' ye have heard of Jum before ye must remember his
tambour ne on that drimatic midmight so gloomy jolly

In cuter aspect Pip and Dough Boy made a match hke
2 bla L pony and a white one of equal developments though
£ <& simlar color dnven in one eccentne pan  But while
hapless Dough Boy was by nature dull and tormd n his
wmtellects Pip though over tender hearted was at bottom
serv bright wath that pleasant gemal jolly brightness pe
culiar to is tnbe  a tnbe which ever enjoy all holdays and
festivities with finer freer relish than any other race For
blacks the vears calendar <hould show navght but three
hundred and sixty five Tourth of Julvs and New Years
Days  Nor smile <o while I wote that this httle black
was briliant for even blachness has 1ts bnlliancy behold
yon lustrous ebony panelled n hings cabmets  But Pip
loved Dife and ali hifes peaceable securites so that the
pame strihing business in which he had somehow unaccount
ably become entrapped had most sadly blurred his bright
ness though as ere long will be seen what was thus
temporanly subdued 1 him 0 the end was destined fo be
furdly Mumined by strange wild fires that fictitiously
showed him off to ten times the natural lustre with which
1 s natve Tolland County n Connecticut he had once
enlivened many a fiddlers frohc on the green and at
melodious even tide with his gay ha ha! had tumned the
round horizon nto one star belled tambourine  So, though
1n the clear air of day suspended against a blue veined neck,
the pure natered diamond drop will healthful glow yet
when the cunning jeweller would <how you the diamond 1
“s most impressive lustre he lays W agamst a gloomy
ground and then lights 1t up not by the sun but by some
unnatural gases Then come out those ficry effulgences
wnfernal’y superb then the evil blazing diamond, once the
divinest <ymbol of the crvstal shies looks hhe some crown
jewel stolen from the Ring of Hell But Jet us to the story

Tt came to pass, that 1n the ambergnis affair Stubb s afte”
oarsman chanced so to sprain his hand, as for a tume to
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become quite maimed and temporanly, Pip was put 1ato
bis place

The first time Stubb Jowered with him Pip evinced much
nervousness  but happily for that time escaped close
contact with the whale and therefore came off not altogetber
discreditably  though Stubb observing bim tock care after
wards 1o eshort him to chensh his courageou ness to the
utmost for he might often find 1t needful

Now npon the second lowering the boat paddled upon
the whale and as the fish recewed the darted won it gave
S customary rap which happened m this instance to be
night under poor Pips seat ‘The imvoluntaty consternation
of the moment caused him to leap paddle 1n hand out of the
boat and m such a way that part of the slack whale line
Comuno agamnst hus chest he breasted 1t overboard with
bin <o as to become entangled 19 1t when at last plumpin_
into the water That instant the stricken whale started on
a fierce run_the Line swiftly straightened and presto' poor
Pip came all foaming up to the chocks of the boat remorse
lessly dragged there by the lne which had taken several
turns around his chest and nech,

‘Tasbtego stood 1n the bows He was full of the fire of the
hunt  He hated Pip for a poltroon  Snatching the boat
Lmfe from 1ts sheath he suspended 1ts sharp edge over the
lne and turmng towards Stubb exclaimed mterrogatively

Cut?  DMeantime Pips blue choked face planly looked
Do for Gods sake' All passed 1n a flash  In less than
half a minute this entire thing happened

Damn him cut' roared Stubb and so the whale was
Io t and Pip was saved

So oon as he recovered himself the poor Little negro was
assailed by yells and evecrations from the crew  Tranquilly
Permtting these irregular cursings to evaporate Stubb then
m a plan busimess Ihe but tll half humorous manner
cursed Tip officiallv and that done unofficiallv gave hum
much wholesome advice The substance was Never jump
from 2 boat Pip except—but all the rest was imdefimte as
the «oundest advice ever 1 Now 10 general Sirck fo the
boat 15 your true motto m whaling but cases will some-
times happen when Leazp from the boat 15 sull better
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Moreover as if perceving at last that if he should gwve
undiluted conscientious advice to Pip he would be leaving
fum too wide a matmn to jump i for the future Stubb
suddenly dropped all advice, and concluded with a peremp-
tory command “Stick to the boat Pip or by the Lord, I
wont pich you up if you jump mund that We cant afford
to lose whales by the hhes of you a whale would sell for
thirty times what you would Pip 1 Alabama Beat that
1n mind and don t jump any mote  Hereby perhaps Stubb
indrrectly hinted that though man loved ns fellow yet man
s a2 money making ammal, which propensity too often
mterferes with his benevolence

But we are all i the hands of the Gods and Pip jumped
again It was under very sumilar circumstances to the fust
pesformance but this time he did not breast out the hne
and hence when the whale started to run Pap was left
behind ob the sea hhe a hurned travellers trunk  Alas!
Stubb was but too true to tus word It was 2 beavtful
baunteous blue day' the spangled sea calm and cool and
flatly streiching anay all yound to the horizon like gold
beater s shin hammered out to the extremest Bobbing up
and down n that sea Pip s ebon head showed hhe 2 head of
iloses  No boit hrufe was hited when he fell so rapidly
1stern  Stubb s mevorable back was turned upon m’ and
the whale was winged  In three monutes a whole mule of
shoreless ocean was between Pip and Stubb  Out from the
entre of the sea poor Pip turned his ensp curhng black
head to the sun another tonely castaway, though the lofuest
and the brightest

Now i calm weather to swim mn the open ocean is as
sasy to the practised swimmer as to ride In 3 pring-canrage
ashore  Dut the awful lonesomeness 15 mtolerable The
mtense concentration of elf i the middle of such a heartl-ss
smmensity my God! who can tell t? “Mark, bow when
satlats 1 a dead calm bathe m the open sea~-mark how
closely they hug thesr <hip and only coast along her sides

But had Stubb really abandoned the poor hitie negro to

tus fate? o he did not mean to at lewst Because there
were 10 boats 1 tus wake and he supposed no doubt that
they would of course come up to Fip very quichly, an



A SQUEEZE OF THE HAND A13

pick him up though, indeed such considerations towards
oarsmen  Jeopardized through therr own timdity, 15 mot
always manifested by the hunters i all sumlar mstances
and such 1nstances not unfrequently occur almost nvar
ably in the fishery a coward so called 1s marhed with the
same ruthless detestation pecubar to military navies and
armies

But 1t .o happened that those boats without seeing Pip
suddenly spying whales close to them on one side turned
and gave chase and Stubb s boat was now so far away and
he and all tus crew o intent upon s fish that Pips nnged
honzon began to expand around him muserably By the
merest chance the ship iself at last rescued lim  but from
that hour the Iittle negro went about the dech andiot such
at least they saxd he was The sea had jeermgly Lept hus
finite body up but drowned the mfimte of his soul Not
drowned entirely though Rather carried down ahve to
wondrous depths where strange shapes of the unwarped
primal world glided to and fro before his passive eyes and
the miser merman Wisdom revealed his hoarded heaps and
among the joyous beartless ever juvemle etermties Pip
saw the multitudinous God omnipresent coral insects that
out of the firmament of waters heaved the colossal orbs  He
saw God s foot upon the treadle of the loom and spoke 1t
and therefore his shipmates called im mad So mans
insanity 1s heavens sense and wandering from all mortal
Teason man comes at last to that celestial thought which
to reason 1s absurd and frantic and weal or woe feels
then uncompromised mdifferent as his God

For the rest blame not Stubb too hardly The thing 1s
common 1 that fishery and m the sequel of the narrative
1t will then be seen what Iike abandonment befell myself

CHAPTER \CIV
A SQUEEZE OF THF HAND

TuaT whale of Stubbs o deatly purchased was duly
brought to the Pequod side where all those cutting

7
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hoisting operations previously detailed, were regularly gone
thtough even ta the baling of the Heidelburgh Tun or Case

While some were occupled with this latter duty, others
were employed m dragging away the Jarger tubs, so soon
as filled with the .perm and when the proper time arnved,
this same sperm was carefullv manipulated ere gong to the
trv sorks of which anon

1t bad cooled and crystniized to such a degree that when,
with <everal others 1 .at down before a large Constantines
bath of 1t T found 1t strangelv concreted mto lumps, here
and thers rollng about w the hqwd part It was our
business to squeeze these Jumps back into flud A sweet
and unctuous duty! No wonder that m old umes sperm Wa$
such a favourite cosmetic  Such a clearer! such a sweetener}
such a .oftener such a delicious mollifier]  After having
my hands 1 1t for only a few minutes my fingers felt ke
eels and began as it were 1o serpentine and spiralize

As T sat there at my ease cross legged on the deck, after
the bitter exertion at the windlass under a blue tranquil
shy, the ship under indolent sul and gliding so serenely
alang as T bathed my hands among those soft gentle
globules of mnnitrated tissues, wove almost within the hour
as they nchiv broke to my fingers and discharged all thar
opulence like fully nipe grapes thew wine as I spuffed up
that uncontaminated aroma ~~literally and trulv lie the
smell of spring violets I declare to you that for the time I
fived as 1n 2 mu Ly meadow 1 forgot all about our hornble
sath i that mexpressible sperm 1 washed ray hands 2nd
my heart ot \t { almost began to credit the old Paracelsan
superstition that sperm 1s of ire virtue n allaying the heat
of anger while bathing n that bath I felt divinely free
from ail 1l will, or petulance or malice, of any sort what
soerer

Squeeze'  queeze! squeezel all the motmng long 1
queezed that perm 1)) 1 my<elf almost melted mto 2t, 3
squeezed that =perm ull & strange sort of 1nsanity came
over me wnd I found my elf unwittingly .queening my co-
faborers hands 1n 1t mistaking thewr hands for the gentie
globules  Such an abounding, affectionate, fnendly, Joving
feeling did this avocation beget that at Jast T was con
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tinually squeezing their hands and looking up into their eyes
Sentimentally as much as to say —Oh! my dear fellow
bemngs why should we longer cherish any social acerbities
or know the shghtest 1ll humor or envy! Come let us
Squeeze hands all round nay let us all squeeze ourselves
Into each other, let us squeeze ourselves unnersally nto
the very milk and sperm of hindness

Would that I could heep squeezing that sperm for ever!

or now, since by many prolonged repeated experiences I
have percewved that m all cases man must eventually lower
or at least shift his concert of attaiable febaty mot
placing 1t anywhere in the mtellect or the fancy but m the
Wife the heart the bed the table the saddle ‘the fire side
the country now that T have percerved all thiy I am ready
1o squeeze case eternally In thoughts of the visions of the
Tught I saw long rows of angels 1n paradise each with his
hands 1n a yar of spermacets

* * * * * * *

Now while discoursing of sperm 1t behooves to speak of
Other things akin to it i the business of preparmg the
sperm whale for the try works

First comes white horse so called which 15 obtained from
the tapering part of the fish and also from the thicker por
tons of his flukes. It 15 tough with congealed tendons—a
wad of muscle—but still contains .ome o1l  After being
severed from the whale the white horse 1s first cut into
Portable oblongs ere gomng to the mincer They look much
Like blochs of Berbshire marble

Plum pudding 15 the term bestowed upon certamn frag
mentary parts of the whales flesh here and there adberng
to the blanket of blubber and often participatng to a
< degree n 1ts e It 15 a most refresh
Ing convivial beautiful object to behold  As 1ts name
imports 1t 15 of an exceedingly nch mottled tnt with 2
bestreaked nowy ind golden ground dotted with spots of
the deepest crimison and purple It 1s plums of rubies
Pictures of citron  Spute of reason 1t 1s hard to keep your
self fram eating 1t I confess that once I stole behund the
foremast to try 1t It tasted something as I should concerve #”
a royal cutlet from the thigh of Lows le Gros might have

7
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tasted supposing im to have been killed the hrst day
after the venson sea.on and that particular venison season
with an lly fine vintage of the vine

yards of Champagoe

There 1s another substance, and a very singular one, which
urns up 1m the course of this business but which T feel it
to be very puzzling adequately to descibe It 15 calied
slobgollion an appellation original with the whalemen and
even < 15 the nature of the substance It 15 an meffably
vozy stringy affamr, most frequently found m the tubs of
sperm after a prol d <q; and subeeq decant
mg 1 hold i to be the wondrously thin, ruptured
membranes of the case coalescing

Gutry <o called 15 a term properly belonging to tight
whalemen but sometimes mcidentally used by the sperm
fishermen It the dark t whi
15 scraped off the back of the Greenland or mght whale,
and much of which covers the decks of those infenor <ouls
who hunt that ignoble Leviathan

Nippers  Stnetly this word 15 not digenous to the
whales vocabulary  But as applied by whalemen, 2t
becomes so A whalemans mpper 15 a short firm strip of
tendinous stuff cut from the tapering part of Lewathans
tal st averages an nch m thickness and for the rest 1S
about the .1ze of the won part of a hoe  Edgewse moved
along the oy dech 1t operates hive o leathern sqwigee and
by nameless blandishments as of magic allures along with
1t all impurities

But to learn all about these recondite matters your best
4y 15 at once to descend 1nto the blubber room, and have 2
long talk with its inmates  This place has previously been
mentioned as the receptacle for the blanket preces when
stnpt and hoisted from the whale When the proper tme
armes for cutting up its contents this apartment 13 3 scene
of terror to all 1yt0s especially by mght On one side It
by a dull lantern a space hs been Jeft clear for the worh
men They generally go 1 pars —a pike and gaff man and
B spade man  ‘The whaling pihe 15 similar to o fngates
boatding, weapon of the same name  The gaff 15 something
ke a boat hook  With hus gaff, the gafiman hooks on t0 3
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sheet of blubber and steies to hold 1t from slipping as the
ship pitches and lurches about Meanwhile the spade man
stands on the <heet stself perpendicularly chopping 1t 1ate
the portable horse pieces  Lhis spade 1s sharp as hone can
make 1t the spademans feet are shoeless the thing he
stands on will sometimes rresistibly  hde away from him
like a sledge  If be cuts off one of bis own toes or one of
bis assistants would you be very much a tonshed? Toes
are scarce among veterzn blubber room men

CHAPTER \CV
THE CASSOCK

Hap you stepped on board the Pequod at a certaw
Juncture of this post mortemizing of the whale and had you
strolled forward nigh the windlass pretty sure am I that you
would have scanned with no small cutiosity a very strange
€Mgmatical object which you would have seen there lymng
along lengthwise 1n the lee scuppers Not the wondrous
Ostern 1n the whales huge head not the prodigy of his
unhinged lower jaw not the miracle of his symmetncal
tail none of these would o surprise you as half a glimpse
of that unaccountable cone ~—longer than a Kentuchian 1s
all mgh a foot 1n diameter at the base and jet black as
Yajo the ebony 1do! of Queequeg  And an idol indeed it
15 or rather m old times its likeness was Such an idol
83 that found in the ecret groves of Queen Maachah n
Judea and for worshipping which Ling Aa her on dd
depose her and destroved the 1dol and burnt it for an
abomtniation at the brook hedron as darkly set forth m the
15th chapter of the first book of hungs

Look at the sailor called the mincer who now comes
along and assisted by two alhes heavily backs the grandis
Simus as the manners call 1t and with bowed shoulders
staggers off with 1t as 1f he were 2 grenadier carrying a dead
comrade from the field Estendng tt upon the forecastle
deck he now proceeds cyhndrically to remove 1ts dark
Delt as an African hunter the pelt of a boa This done he /

"



420 MOBY DICK

being tried out, the cnsp, shuvelled blubber, now called
scraps or fritters still contains considerable of 1ts unctuous
properttes  These fritters feed the flames Like a plethonc
burning martyr, or a self-consuming rmsanthrope once
ignited the whle supplies his own fuel and burns by his
ownbedy Would that he consumed his own smoke! for hus
smoke 15 horrible to mnbale and inhale 1t you must and
not only that but you must Iive in 1t for the ime It has
an unspeakable wild Hindoo odor about it such as may
lurk in the vicimty of funereal pyres It smells ltke the
left wing of the day of judgment 1t 1s an argument for
the pit

By midmght the works were 1 full operation Vie were
clear from the carcase sail had been made the wind was
freshentng the wild ocean darhness was intense  But that
darkness was lcked up by the fierce flames, which at
smtervals forhed forth from the sooty flues and lluminated
every lofty rope in the ngmng as with the famed Greek fire
The burning ship drove on as f remorselessly commssioned
1o some vengeful deed  So the pitch and sulphur fresghted
brigs of the bold Hydriote Canarts 1ssuing from their md
mght harbors with broad sheets of flame for sails bore down
upon the Turkish frigates nd folded them in conflagrations

The hatth temoved from the top of the works BOW
afforded a wide hearth 1n front of them Standing on this
were the Tartarean shapes of the pagan harpooneers always
the whale ships stokers Vath huge pronged poles they
pitched I sing masses of blubber into the scalding pots or
surred up the fires beneath wll the snaly flames darted,
curling out of the doors to catch them by the feet The
smohe rolled anay 1 sullen heaps To every mich of the
ship there was a ‘pitch of the boiling o1l which seemed alt
ergerness to leap into therr faces Opposite the mouth of
the works on the further side of the wide woaden hearth
was the windlass  This served fora ea sofv  Here lounged
the watch when not othernise employed lookng into the
red heat of the fire till therr eyes felt scorched sn thew
heads Their tawny features now all begnimed with smok~
and sweat therr matted beards, and the contrasting barbanc
brilliancy of their teeth, all these were strangely revealed i
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the capricious emblazonings of the works  As they narrated
to each other their unholy adventures therr tales of terror
1told 1n words of murth as their nncivilized laughter forked
upards out of them bke the flames from the furnace, as
1o and fro n their front the harpooneers wildly gesticulated
with ther huge pronged forks and dippers as the wind
howled on and the sea leaped and the ship groaned and
dived and yet steadfastly hot her red hell further and
further nte” the blackness of the sea and the mght and
scornfully champed the white bone 1n her mouth and
Vicously =pat round her on all sides then the rushing
Pequod” freighted with savages and laden with fire and
burning a corpse and plunging mnto that blackness of dark
ness <eemned the material counterpart of her monomamac
<commander s soul

So seemed 1t to me as I stood at her helm and for long
bours silently guided the way of this fire ship on the sea
Wrapped for that mterval i darkness myseli I but the
better saw the redness the madness the ghasthme s of
others The contimual sight of the fiend shapes before me
capenng half 1n smohe and half in fire these at last begat
kundred visions 1 my soul <o soon as I began to yeld to
that unaccountable drowsimess which ever would come over
me at a midnight helm

But that mzht m particular a strange (and ever since
imexplicable) thing occurred to me  Starting from a brief
standing sleep I was hornibly conscious of something fatally
Wwiong The yaw bone tiller smote my side which leaned
agunst it 1n'my ewrs was the low bum of sails just be
finning to shake 1n the wind I thought my eyes were open
I was half conscious of putting my fingers to the hds and
mechanically stretching them stdl furher apart  But spite
of all this 1 could ee no compa before me to steer by
though 1t seemed but a mmute since I had been watching
the card by the steady bmnacle lamp illumnating it Noth
mg seemed before me but a jet gloom now and then made
ghastly by flashes of redness Uppermost was the im
Pression that whatever swift rushmg thing I stood on was
not so much bound to any haven ahead as rushing from all
havens ggs-— A~ hownldarad fooline ae af Aamsl
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came over me  Convulsively my hands grasped the tiller,
but with the ctazy conceit that the tudler was, somehow, m
some enchanted wav inverted My Godl what s the
matter with me? théught I Lo' m my brief sleep I had
wmed myself about and was fronting the ship s stern with
my back to her prow and the compass In an instant I
faced back just i uume to prevent the vessel from flymg
up mto the wind and very probably capsizing her How
glad and how gratetul the relief from this unnatural
nallucination of the mght and the fatal contingency of being
brought by the leet

Look pot too Jong 1n the face of the fire O man] Never
dream wath thy hand on the helm! Turn not thy back to
the compass accept the first hint of the hitchmg tiller
belteve not the artifictal fire when its redness mabes all
things look ghastly ‘To morrow 1n the natural sun the
shies will be bnght  those who glared hhke dewils i the
forhing flames the morn will shaw in far other at least
gentler, relief  the glorious golden glad sun the only true
lamp—all others but liars}

Nevertheless the sun ides not Virgiia s Dismal Swamp
nor Rome s accursed Campagna nor wide Sahara nor all
the mullions of mules of deserts and of griefs beneath the
moon The sun hides not the ocean which 15 the dark side
of this earth and which 15 two thuds of this earth S0,
therefore that mortal man who hath more of oy than sotrow
n him that martal man cannot be true—not true ot un
developed  With books the same The truest of all men
was the Man of Sorrows and the truest of all books 13
Solomons and Eccleuastes 15 the fine hammered steel of
woe  Allissamty At This wilful world hath not got
bold of unchnatian Solomons wisdom yet  But he who
dodges hospitals and jails and walks fast crossing grase
yards and would rather tall, of operas than hell calls
Cowper Young Pascal Rou seau poor dewils all of sick
men and throughout a care free lifetyme swears DY
Rabelass as passing wise and therefore jollv —not that man
15 fitted to sit down on tomb stones and break the green
damp mould with unfathomably wondrous Solomon

Put even Solomon, he says, the man that wandereth out
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of the way of understanding shall remain (1. even while
hving) ¢;n the congregation of the dead  Give pot thysert
up then to fire lest it wvert thee deaden thee as for the
time 1t did me  There 1s a wisdom that 1s woe but there
15 2 woe that 13 madness And there 1s a Catskill eagle
@ some ouls that can alike dive down into the blachest
£orges and soar out of them agumn and become mwissble
In the sunny spaces  And even 1f he for ever flies within
the gorge that gorge 1s tn the mountamns so that even m
Ius Jowest swoop the mountain eagle 1s still higher than otber
birds upon the plain even though they soar

CHAPTER XCVII
THE LAMP

Hap you descended from the Pequod s try works to the
Pequod s forerastle where the off dutv watch were sleeping
for one single moment you would have almost thought you
wete standin, 1 some 1illuminated shrine of canoniz
kings and counsel'ors There they lay in their tnangular
oaken vaults each manmner a chiselled muteness a score of
lamps flashing upon his hooded eyes

Tn merchantmen osl for the sailor 1s more scarce than the
milk of queens To dress m the dark and eat m the dark
and stumble 1n darkness to his pallet tlus 1s hus usual Jot
But the whaleman as he seeks the food of hght so he hves
1n light He makes his berth an Aladdins lamp and Iays
him down 1n 1t o that mn the pichiest night the ships
black hull still houses an Mlummation

See with what entire freedom the whaleman takes his
bandful of lamps—often but old bottles and vials though—
to the copper cooler at the try works and replemshes them

ere as mugs of ale at a vat  He burns too the purest of
ol n 1ts unmanufactured and therefore unvitiated state
2 fluid unknown to solar lunar or astral contrivances ashare
It 15 sweet as early grass butter 1 April He goes and hunts
for hus o)l 50 as to be sure of its freshness and genumneness
€ven as the traveller on the prairie hunts up hus own supper Vs
of game v
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CHAPTER \CVIIL

STOWING DOWN AND CLEARING 1P

ArrEapy has st been related how the great leviathan is
afar off descried {rom the mast head how he 15 chased over
the watery moors and slaughtered i the valleys of the
deep how he 15 then towed alongmide and beheaded, and
how {on the prnoiple which entitled the headsman of old to
the garments in which the beheaded was killed) lns great
padded surtout becomes the property of s executioner
how 1w due ume he 1s condemned to the pots and Ike
Shadrach Meshach and Abednego s spermacets ol and
uone pass unscathed through the fire ~but now 1t remans
to conclude the last chapter of this part of the description
by rehearsmp—singing 1f 1 may—the romantic proceedng
of decanting off his o1l mnto the casks and stnhing them down
mto the hold where once agan leviathan returns to hi>
natve profundities shding along bepeath the surface as
before but alas! never more to nse and blow

While stll warm the o1l Iike hot punch s recened into
the six barrel caks and while perhaps the ship 15 pitching
ard roiling this way and that m the mdmght sea the
encrmous cashs ate lewed round and headed over end for
end and sometimes perilou ly scoot across the shippery deck
\he so many land slides il at last man handled and stayed
n their cour e and all round the hoops rap rap PO 3%
mny hammers as can play upon them for now ex officie
every saillor 1s a cooper

At length when the last pint 15 cashed, and all 15 coal
then the great hatchwavs are unsealed the bowels of the
ship are thrown open and down go the casks to thewr final
rest 1 the <ca  This done the batches are replaced and
hermetscally closed like a clo.et walled up

In the sperm fishery this 15 purhaps one of the most
remarhable madents 1 alt the business of whaling One
day the planks stream with freshets of blood and ol on the
aced quarter-dech enormous mas es of the whales head
are profanely piled great rusty casks he about as in 2
brewery vard the smaoke from the try woiks has besooted
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all the bulwarks, the mariners go about suffused with
unctuousness the entire ship seems great leviathan himself
while on all hands the din 15 deafening

But a day or two after you look about you and prik
your ears 1n this self same ship! and were it not for the
tell tale hoats and try works you would all but swear you
trod some silent merchant ves el with a most scrupulously
neat ¢ d The sperm o1l
a singularly cleansing virtwe This 15 the reason why the
dechs never look so white as just after what they call an
affair of ;11 Besides from the ashes of the burned scraps
of the whale - patent Ive 1s readily made and whenever any
adhesiveness from the back of the whale remams clinging to
the side that Ive quickly exterminates it Hands go
diligently along the bulwarks and with buckets of water
and rags restore them to their full ndiness The soot 15
broshed from the lower ngging  All the numerous mple
ments which have been 1n use are hkewse faithiully cleansed
and put away The great hatch 1s scrubbed and placed
upon the try works completely hiding the pots every cask
15 out of sght all tackles are coiled m unseen noohs and
when by the combined and simultaneous industry of almost
the entire ships company the whole of this conscientiou”
duty 15 at last concluded then the crew themselve: proceec
to their own ablutions shift themselves from top to toe
and finally sssue to the immaculate deck fresh and all aglow
as bridegroom mev leaped from out the dantiest Holland

Now with elated step they pace the planks mn twos and
threes and humorously discourse of parlors ofa carpets
and fine cambrics propo e to mat the dech  think of having
bangung to the top object not to takmg tea by moanlight on
the puazza of the forecastle To hnt to such mushed
marmers of ol and bone and blubber were little short of
audacity They Lnow not the thing you distantly allude to
Awa, ring us naphimns!

Bl’xt a::grf n;];lfst uFen at the three mast heads stand
three men intent on spymg out more whales which 1)
caught nfallibly will again soil the old oaken furniture and
drop at least one small grease spot somewhere Yes an
many 15 the tume when after the severest umnterrupted
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labors which hnow no might, continuing straight through
for minety six hours, when from the boat, where they have
snelled their wnists with all day rowing on the Line ~they
only step to the deck to carry vast chams, and heave the
heavy windlass and cut and slash yea and in thewr very
sweatings to be smoked and burned anew by the combined
fires of the equatorial sun and the equatonal try works
when on the heel of all this thev have finally bestired
themselves to cleanse the ship and make a spotless dairy
room of 1t many 15 the time the poor fellows, just button
g the nechs of their clean frocks, are startled by the cty
of There she blows! and away thev flv to fight another
whale and go through the whole weary thing again
my friends but this 1s man killing! Vet this 15 hfe For
hardly have sve mortals by long toilings extracted from this
world s vast bulk 1ts small but valuable sperm and then
with weary patience cleansed ourselves from its defilements,
and learned to live here mn clean tabernacles of the soul,
hardly 1s this done, when—There she blows/-—the ghost 15
spouted up and away we sal to fight some other world,
and go through young hfes old routine again

Oh! the metempsychosis' Oh! Pythagoras that
bright Greece two thousand vears ago did die so good s0
wise so tnld I sailed with thee along the Peruvian coast
fast voyage——ind foolish as I am taught thee 2 green

mmple boy how to splice a rope

CHAPTER \CIM
THE DOUBLOON

ERE now 1t has been related how Ahab was wont to pace
his quarter-deck taking regular turns at either limt the
binnacle 1n{ mainmast but in the multsplicaty of other
things requining narration 1t has not been added how that
~ometimes m these walls when most plunged mn his mood
he was wont to pause in turn at each spot and stand there
strangely eyeing the partrcular object before him W hen
be halted before the binpacle with his glance fastened on
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the pomnted needle 1n the compass that gance shot Like a
javelin with the pomted intensity of his purpose, and when
resuming his walk he again paused before the mainmast
then as the same nveted glance fastened upon the riveted
gold com there he still wore the same aspect of nailed
finnness, only dashed vith 2 certan wild longing 1f not
hopefulness

But one morning turning to pass the doubloon he seemed
10 be newly attracted by the strange figures and mscriptions
stamped on 1t as though now for the first time begmning
1o terpret for himself 1n some monomaniac way whatever
significance mught lurk 1 them  And some certamn signifi
cance lurks 1n all things else all things are hittle worth and
the round world aself but an empty cipher escept to selt
by the cartload as thev do hills about Boston to fill up
0me morass 1n the Milky Way

Now this doubloon was of purest virgin gold raked some
wheie out of the heart of gorgeous hills whence east and
west over golden sands the head waters of many a Pactolus
flows,  And though now nailed amdst all the rustmess of
ron bolts and the verdigris of copper spihes yet untouch
able and immaculate to anv foulness 1t still preserved its
Quito glow  Nor though placed amongst a ruthless crew
2nd every hour passed by ruthle s hands and through the
Inelong mghts shrouded with thick darkness which might
cover any pilfermg approach nevertheless every sunuse
found the doubloon where the sunset last left it For 1t was
set apart and sanctified to one awe strihing end and how
ever wanton 1n thesr lor vays one and all the marmers
revered 1t as the wlite whales tahsman Sometimes they
talked 1t over in the weary watch by mght wonderng whose
it was to be at last and whether he would ever lve to
Pend 1t

Now tho e noble golden coms of bouth America are a
medals of the sun and tropic tohen pieces Here palms
alpacas and volcanoes suns dishs and stars ecliptics
Borns of plenty and rich banners waving are m lvxunant
Profusion stamped so that the precious gold eems almosy
10 derve an added preciou ness and enhancing glonescy__\
DPassing through those fancy mnts so Spamshly poets

’
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1t 50 chanced that the doubloor of the Pequod was a most
wealthy example of these things  On s round border it
bote the letters RLPUBLICA DEL ECUADOR QUITO
So this bright com came from a country planted m the
muddle of the world and beneath the great equator and
named after 1t and 1t had been cast midway up the Andes,
in the unwaning chime that knows no autumn  Zoned by
those letters you saw the libeness of three Andes sumumits
from one a flame, a tower on another on the third a crow
ing coch while arching over all was a segment of the
partitioned zodiac the signs all marked mith thew usual
cabalistics and the keystone sun entermg the equinoctial
point at Libra

Before this equatorial cow, Ahab not unobserved by
others was now paustig

There s something ever egotistical in mountan tops and
toners and all other grand and lofty things look here~
three Deaks as proud as Iucler The firm tower, that 15
Ahab, the volcano that 15 Abab the courageous the un
daunted and victortous fow! that too 1» Ahab all are
Ahab  2ud this round gold 15 but the image of the rounder
globe which Like 2 magictans glass to each and ewr{
man i turn but mirrors back his own mysterious sel!
Great pains «<mall gaws for those who ack the world to
solve them it cannot solve atself  VMethinks now this coin
sun wears a ryddy face but see! aye he enters the sign of
storms the equnat’ and but six months before he wheeled
out of a former equiniox at Ares' From storm to storm!
Sobe st then Bornin throes t 1> fit that man should Ine
n pans and di¢ v pangs!  So be it then! Heres stout
stuft for woe to work on  So be 1t then '

No fairv fingers can have pressed the gold but devils
claws must hase left their mouldings there stnce yesterday
murmured Starbuch to him.elf Jeanmg agamst the bl
warks  The old man seems to read Belshazzars awiv
wntimg I bave never marked the coin nspectngly He
goes below, let me read A darh vallev betwecn thres
mighty  heaven abiding peaks that lmost seem i
Trnty in <ome fant earthly symbol %o w this vale of
Death God girr's us round, and pver all our gloom, the sum
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of Righteousness still shines a becon and a hope If we
bend dawn our eyes, the dark vale shows her meuldy sail,
but 1f we Lft them the bright sun meets our glance half
way to cheer Yet, oh, the great sun i> no fixture and if,
at midnight we would fain snatch some sweet solace from

m we gaze for lum n vamn! Ths com speaks wisely
midly truly but stull sadly to me I will quit st lest
Truth shake me falsely

‘ There now s the old Mogul " soliloquized Stubb by the
try watks  hes been twigging 1t and there goes Starbuck
from the same and both with faces which I should say
mught be somewhere within mune fathoms long  And all from
looking at a prece of gold which did I have 1t now on Negro
Hill or 1 Corlaers Hook I4d not look at it very long ere
spending it Humph! in my poor msignificant optmon T
Tegard this as queer I have seen doubloons before now 1n
my voyagings your doubloons of old Spain your doubloons
of Peru your doubl of Chilt your doubl of Bolwia
Your doubloons of Popayan with plenty of gold moidores
and pistoles and joes and half joes and quarter joes What
then should there be 1n this doubloon of the Equator that 1s
50 Mlling wonderful? By Golconda! let me read 1t once
Hallo1] heres signs and wonders trulyl That now 1s
what old Bowditch 1n s Epitome cails the zodiac and
what my almanach below catls ditto I 1l get the almanack
and as  have heard devils can be raised with Daboll s anth
metic TH try my hand at rawming a meammng out of these
queer curvicues here with the Massachusetts calendar
Heres the bool. Lets see now Signs and wonders and

sun hes always among em Hem hem hem here

they are—here they go—all alive —Aries or the Ram
Taurus or the Bull and Jimum! heres Gemim himself or
the Twins WVell the sun he wheels among em Aye here
on the com hes just crossing the threshold between two of
twelve sitting rooms all m a nng  Book! you he there
the fact 15 you books must know your places Youll do to
give us the bare words and facts but we come 1n to supply
the thoughts Thats my small expenence so far as the .m
Massachy etts calendar and Bowditchs navigator and”
Daboll s anthmetic go  Signs and wandere =3 Prir
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there 1s nothing wonderful m =gns and sigmificant @ won
ders!  Theres a clue omewhere wait a it tugt—nark!
Bu Jove Thave ! Lool sou Doubloon your zodtac here
is the hie of man m ove round chapter and now 11 read
3t off straight out of the boot  Come Almanack!  To
begm theres ares or the Ram—lecherous dog he begets
us then Tanrus or the Bull—be bumps us the first thing
then Gemim or tte Twins—that 15 Vartue and Vie, we
try to rewch Virtne when lo! comes Cancer the Crab and
drags us back  and here going from Virtue Leo a roatg
Lion hes in the path——he gives a few Derce bites and sutly
Jabs with his pan we escape and hal Virgo the Virgn!
thats our tirst love we marry and thinh to be happy for
aye when pop comes Libra or the Scales—happiness weighed
and found wanting and while we are very =ad about tha,
Lord' how we suddenly jump os Scorpio o the Scorpion
stings us i the rear we are cuning the wound, when whan”
comes the arrows all round Saganms cr the Archer
15 amusing lam.cl As we pluck out the shafts stand asidet
here s the battering ram Capricornus or il e Go.t full uit
be comes ru hung and headlong we tre tos ed  when Aqu
nus or the W iter bearer pours out s whole deluge and
drowns us and to wind up with Picces or the Fighes v
sleep Theresa ermon now wnt m high heasen and the
sun goes through 3t every year and yet comes out of it all
alive and hearty  Jollly 'he aloft there wheels through
toul and trouble and o alow here does jolly Stubb
jolly s the word for aye! Adieuw Doubloon] But stop
here comes Nittle hung Post  dodge round the try works
now and lets hear what hell have to say There hes
before it hell out with something presently So <@ hes
begimmng

I sce nothing bere but ¢ round thing made of gutd
and whoever rm es a certam shale this round thing be
lougs to im  So whats afl ths stating been about> It
1s worth sixteen dollars thats true and at twa cents the
agar, thits mne hundred and sixty cigars I wont smohe
dirty pipes Jihe Stubb but I ke exgars, and here s mne
hundred and sixty of them so here goes Flask aloft to
apy ‘em out
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Shall T call that wise or foohish now 1f 1t be really mise
1t bas a foolish look to 1t yet 1if 1t be reatly foolish then
has 1t a sort of wiseish look to 1t But avast here comes
our ald Manxman—the old hear e-driver he must have been
that 15 before he took to the sea  He luffs up before the
doubloon halloa and goes vound on the other side of the
mast why theres a horse shoe naled on that side and
now hes backh agun what does that mean? FHark! he
muttermg-—voice lke an old worn-out coffee il  Prick
ears and listen!

“If the White Whale be rased 1t must be mn a month
and u day when the sun stands in some one of these signs
Ive stutied signs and hnow therr marks they were taught
me two score years awo bv the old witch in Copenhagen
Now 1n what sign will the sun then be? The horse-shoe
sign for there 1t 15 right oppowte the gold And whats
the horse shoe sign® The hon 15 the horse-shoe stgn—the
foating and devourmg lion  Ship old ship' my old head
shakes to think of thee

Iheres another rendering nmow but still one text  All
sorts of men 1n one hind of world you see  Dodge agam!
here comes Queequeg—all tattoomng—looks like the signs
of the Zodiac himself What says the Canmbal? As I
live hes compering notes lookmg at hig thigh bone thinks
the sun 15 10 the thigh or 1n the calf or m the bowels I
Suppose a5 the old women tall Surgeons Astronomy in
the black country And by Jove hes found somethmng
thete 1 the vicmty of his thigh—I guess 1ts Sagittanus
or the Archer No he dont hnow what to make of the
doubloon he takes 1t for an old button off .ome kings
trowers  Rut asmde agam! here comes that ghost devil
Fedallah tall coled out of sight as Usual, cakum 1n the
toes of his pumps as usual What does he say with that
look of use Ah only makes a sign to the sign and bows
Tumself there 15 a sun on the con—fire Worshipper de
pend upon it Ho! more and more This wiy comes Pip
—Poor bov! would he had died or I hes half horrible
to me He too has been watching all of these mterpreters
myself included—and look now he comes to read with that
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unearthly idiot face Stand away agam and hear o
Hark!
. ‘I look you looh he looks we look, ye look, they
ook
‘Upon my soul hes been studying Murray s Grammas!
Improviag his mumd, poot fellow! = But whats that he says
now-—hist!

I look you looh he looks we Jook, ye look, they

00

‘Why hes getung st by heart—hist! again”

Ilook youlook he locks we loak, ve look they look’

Well thats funmy

And I you and he and we ye and they are all bats
and I'm 4 crow e pecially when 1 stand a’top of this pme
tree here  Caw! caw' caw! cawl caw! can! Amt [
a crow? And wheres the _care-crow? 'There he stands
1wo bones stuck nto a pur of old trowsers, and two more
poked mto the sleeves of an old 1acket

*Wonder 1f he means Me?~—complimentary-—poor Jadl—~
I could go hang myself Any way for the present Ili
qut Pips vicinity I can stand the rest for they have
plan wits but hes too crazy witty for my samty So, 50
T leave hum muttering

Heres the ships navel this doybloon here and they
are all one fire to unscrew st But unscrew vour navel and
what s the consequence? Then agam if it stays here that
15 ugly too for when aughts nailed to the mast 1ts a
sigh that things grow desperate Ha hal old Ahab! the
Winte Whale “he'll nad ye' This 1s 2 pme tree My
father in old Tolland county cut down a pme tree once, and
sound a siver ning grown over 1n 1t ome old darkeys
wedding ring How did it get there? And so theyll <oy
in the resurrection when they come to fish up ths ok
mast and find a doubloon lodged 1n st with bedded aysters
for the hagey bark  Oh the pold( the precious precious
gold!~the green miserll hoard ye soon! Hishl hishl God
goci mo,ngJ the \v;ogds b}l]ackberrymg Cooh! bo, cook! ankl‘
cook us! Jenny ey hey, hey, hey Jenny, Jenny!
and get your hoe—c:{e dc};le!” V) By, bey Jeuny, §
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CHAI'TER ¢
LEG AND AlAY

THE PEQUOD OF NANTULCRET MEETS TIE
SAMUFL TNDIRBY OF LONDON

{SmP ahoy! Ha t seen the White Whale?

So cried Ahsb once more hailing a ship showmg Eng
Ish colors bearmg down under the stern Trumpet to
mouth the old man was standing m his hoi ted quarter
deck s wory leg planly revealed to the stranger cap
tam, who was carelessly rechming 1n his own boats bow
Hewas a darkly tanned burly good natured fine loohing
man of exty or thereabouts dressed m a spacious round
about that hung round him in festeons of blue pilot-cloth
aud one empty arm of his jacket streamed behind hum hike
the brotdered arm of a huzzar s surcoat

Hast seen the W\ hite W hale?

See you this> and withdrawine 1t from the folds that
had hidden 1t he held up a white arm of sperm whale
bone terminating 1n 3 wooden head like a mallet

‘Man my boat! cred Ahab 1mpetuously and tossing
abaut the oars near him— Stand by to lower!

In Jess than a minute without quitting his little craft he
and his crew were dropped to the water and were oon
alongaide of the stranger But here a curious difficulty pre-
Sented nself In the excitement of the moment Ahab had
forgotton that since the loss of his leg he had never once
Stepped on board of any vessel at sea but s own and then
% was always by an ingenious and very handy mechamcal
Contrivance peculiar to the Pequod and a thing not to be
Tigged ind shipped 1 any other vessel at a moments
Warning  Now 1t 1s no very easy matter for anybody-—
©xcept those who are almost hourly used to 1t like whale-
Men—to clamber up a ship s side from 4 boat on the apen
3 for the great swells now hft the boat high up towards
the bulgarks and then mstantaneously drop 1t half way
down to the helson  So deprived of one Jeg and the strange
ship of course bemg altogether unsupphed with the kmdly
lvention Ahab now found himself abjectly reduced to a

e 4
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clumsy landsman agawn  hopelessly eyeing the uncertain
changefu! height he could hardly hope to attan

1t his before been hinted perhaps, that every little un
toward circumstance that befell him and which mdiectly
sprang from his luchless mshap almost nvanably
ritated or exasperated Abab  And m the present jnstance
all this was heightened by the sight of the two officers of
the strange ship leamng over the side by the perpendicu
Tar ladder of nailed cleets there and swinging towards b
a pair of tastefully ornamented man ropes for at first they
did not seem to bethinh them that a one legged man must
be too much of a cripple to use their <ea banmsters  But
this awhwardness anly lasted a mipute because the strange
captamn observing at a glance how affairs stood, cried out

I see 1 see ~avast heaving therel Jump, boys and
swing over the cuthing tackle

As good luck would have 1t they had had a whale along
side a day or two previous and the great tackles were still
aloft and the massnve curved blubber hook, now clean and
dry was Gl attached to the end This was quichly low
ered to Ahab who at once comprehending it all sid his
solitary thigh nto the curve of the hook {1t was lihe sitting
1 the fluke of an anchor or the crotch of an apple tree)
and thep gving the word held him.elf fast and at the
same time also helped to hoist lus own weight by pulling
fand-over hand upon one of the running parts of the tackle
Snon he was carefully swung mside the high bulwarhs and
gently landed upon the cap tan head With lus wvory arm
frankly thrust forth 1n welcome the other captain advanced
and Ahab putting out his nory leg apd erosung the 1vory
arm (ke two sword fish blades) cned out m his walrus
way Aye aye hearty! let us hake bones togethert—
an’arm and 4 leg'~—an arm that never can shrnh dye
see and a leg that never can run  Where did st thou se¢
the White Whale?—how long ago?

The White Whale said the Ln.lishman pomnting his
wory arm towards the Fast and tahing a rueful sight along
1t as if 1t had been a telescope  there I saw om on the
Line last season

“And he took that arm off did he? ashed Ahab no¥



LEG AND ARM 415

shding down from the capstan and resting on the Englsh
mans shoulder as he did <o
;\)e he ~vas the cave of 1t, at least and that leg

Spin me the yarn  said Abab  how was 1t? ’

It was the first time 1 my Dfe that 1 ever crwsed on
the Line began the Englichman I was ignorant of the
White Whale at that ume Well one day we lowered for
2 pod of four or five whales and my boat fastened to one
of them a regular arcus hore he was too that went
tulhng and milling round so that my boat * crew could only
tnm dish by <itting all their stefns on the outer gunwale
Presently up breaches from the bottom of the sea a bouncing
great whale with 2 milhy white head and hump all crows
feet 1nd wrinkles

It was he 1t was be' cried Ahab suddenly letting out
his suspended breath

And harpoons sticking 1n near his starboard fin

Aye aye—they were mine—my 1wons cried Ahab ex
Ultingly— bug on'

Gne me a chance then said the Englishman good
humoredly  Well this old great grandfather with the
white head and hump runs all afoam mto the pod and
Boes to snapping funously at my fast line!

ye I eel—wanted to part 1t free the fast fish—an
old trich—T Anow tum

How it was exactly continued the one armed com
mander T do not know but w biting the lne 1t got
foul of his teeth caught there omebow but we didnt
know it then o that when we afterwards pulled on the hine
bounce we came plump on to his humpt 1 tead of_the
other whale  that went oft to wmdward all fluine  See
g how m.tters tood and what a noble great whale 3t
was—the noblest and bigge t ¥ ever aw sir mn my lhfe—
Iresolved to capture him  pite of the boiling rage he seemed 1
foben  And thinking the hap hazard hne would get loose
of the tooth it was tangled to mught draw (for I have a
devil of a boat s crew for a pull on a whale line) seeng
all this I say I jumped Into my first_mates boat—Mr
Mounttop s here (by the way Captaw—Mounttop “ount p

&
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top—the captain) --as I was saying, T jumped nto Mount
tops boat which dve see was gunwale and gunwale with
mine then and snatching the first harpaon let this old
great grandfather have it But Lord, look you sir—hearts
and souls alive man—the next nstant 1n a i, T was blind
as 2 bat—both eyes out—all befogged and bedeadened with
black foam-—the whale s tail looming straight up out of i
perpendicular in the arr like a marble steeple No use
stermng all then but as I was groping at mdday, with a
blinding sun all crown jewels as I was groping 1 say after
the second 1ron 1o t0ss 1t overboard—down comes the tail
ke a Lima tower cuttng my boat 1 two, leaving each
half i splinters and flukes first the white hump backed
through the wrech as though 1t was all chips We all
struch out  To escape hus ternble flalings 1 seized hold of
my harpoon pole sticking 1 him and for a moment clung
to that hike a suching fish But a combing sea dashed re
off and at the same mstant the fish taking one good dart
forwards went down lhe a flash and the barb of
that cursed second iron towing along mear me caught me
here fclapping is hand just below his shoulder), ‘yes
caught me just here I say and bore me down to Hells
flames 1 was thinhing when when all of a .udden, thanh
the good God the barb mipt 1ts way along the flesh—clear
alon,, the whole length of my arm—came out nigh my wust
and up { floated ~—and that gentleman there will tell you
the rest (by the way captain—Dr Bunger ships sutgeo?
Bunger my lad —the captam) Now Bunger boy spm
yout part of the yarn

The prof; 1 il thus familiarly pomted out,
had been all the time standing near them, with nothing
speaific visible to denote lus gentlemanly rank on board
His face was an exceedingly round but sober one he wa$
dressed 1n a faded blue woollen frock or shirt, and patched
trowsers and had thus far been dindmg Iis attention
between 2 marhingspihe he held in one hand and a pill box
held i the other occasionally casting a entical glance at
the wory limbs of the two crippled captams But at Ius
supenor s atroduction of haim to Ahab he politely bowed,
and straightway went on to do hus captans iddng
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. Tt was a shoching bad wound  began the whale-surpeon
and takmg my advice Captain Boomet here, stood our
old Sammy——

‘Samuel Enderby 15 the name of my ship nterrupted
the one armed captan addressing Ahab  go on boy

Stood our old Sammy off to the northward to get out
of the blazing hot weather there on the Lime  But 3t was
Do use—I did all T could sat up with him mghts was
Very severe with hum 1n the matter of diet~——

h very severel chimed mn the patient himself then
suddenly altering his voice Drinking bot tum toddies with
me every mght till he couldn t see to put on the bandages
and ending me to bed balf seas over about three o clock
In the morming  Oh ye stars’ he sat up with me ndeed,
and was very .evere tn my diet Oh' a great watcher and
very detetically severe 1s Dr Bunger (Bunger you dog
laugh out! why dont ye? You know youre a precious
Jolly rascal ) But heave abead boy Id rather be hilled
by ‘you than kept ahve by any other man

My captain you must have ere this percenved respected
S —said the mmperturbable godly looking Bunger shghtly
bowing to Abab— 15 apt to be facetious at times he <ps
Us many clever things of that sort But I may as well say
~—€n pas ant as the French remark—that I myself—that 13
o say Jack Bunger late of the reverend clergy—am a
strct total abstinence man I never dnnk——

‘Water! cried the captain  he never drnks 1t 1ts a
sort of fits to hum  fresh water throws im mto the hydro
Phobia but go on—go on with the arm story

Yes T may as well said the surgeon coolly I was
about observing sir before Captam Boomers facetious n
tertuption  that spite of my best and severest endeavors
the wound Lept getting worse and worse the truth was
SIF 1t was a< ugly gaping wound as surgeon ever saw more
than two feet and several mches long I measured 1t with
the lead Line Tn short 1t grew black I hnew what was
threatened and off 1t came  But I had no hand n shipping
that wvory arm there that thing 13 agamst all rule —, ™
Pomting at 1t with the marhngspihe— ‘that 1s the ¢
work not mune he ordered the carpenter to make 1t ,

¥
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had that club hammer there put to the end to hnock some
ones brains out with I suppoze as he tried mne once
He flies into diabolical passions .ometimes Do ye <ee this
dent sir —removing is bat and brushing aside has hair,
and exposing a bowl Tihe cavity in his shull but which bore
not the shightest scarry trace or any tohen of ever having
been a wound— Well the captamn there will tell you how
that came there he hnows

No Idont sud the captan  but his mother did he
was bornwithit  Qh vou solemn rogue, vou—you Bunget!
was there ever such another Bunger in the watery world?
Bunger when you die you ought to die in pichle jou dog
you should be preserved to future ages vou rascal

What became of the White Whale? mnow cned Ahab
who thus far had been mpatiently lstemin, to this bye
plav between the two Enghishmen

Ob!” cried the onearmed captan ‘ob yes! Well
after he sounded we <didn t see him agamn for <ome time
i fact as I before hunted 1 didnt then know what whale
1t was that had served me such a trich nll some time after
wards when commg back to the Line we heard about Moby
Dich—as some call him—and then 1 hnew it was he”

Didst thou cross his wake again? ’

Twice

But could not fasten?”

Dudnt want to try to amt one limb enough? What
should I do without this other arm® And Im thnhing
Moby Dick doesnt bite so much as he swallows’

Well then imterrupted Bunger give hum your left
arm for bait to get the nght Do you Luow, gentlemen —
very gravely and mathematically bowing to each Captamn
m succession— Do you know gentlemen that the digestive
organs of the whale are o inscrutably constructed by
Duine Providence that it 1s quite 1mpossible for him to
completely digest even a mans arm? And he knows 1t t00
So that what you take for the White Whale s malice 15 only
his awhwardness For he never means to swallow a smgle
lmb he only thinks to temnfy by femnts But sometimes
he 15 like the old jugglng fellow formerly a patient of
mne i Ceylon, that making believe swallow jach bnives
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once upon a time let one drop into Iim m good earnest
and there 3t stayed for a twelsemonth or more when 1
£ave him an emetic and he heaved 1t up 1n small tacks
dye see?  No possible way for lum to digest that Jack
kefe and fully incorporate 1t wnto his general bodily sys
tem  Yes Captan Boomer, 1f you are quich enough about
X and have a mind to pawn one arm for the sake of the
Privilege of giving decent bumal to the other why 1n that
¢ase the irm 1 yours only let the whale have another
chance at vou shortly thats all

‘No thank you Bunger said the English Captam
bes welcome to the arm he has ince 1 cant help it,
and didn t hnow him then but not to another one No
more White Whales for me 1ve lowered for him once
and that has satisfied me  There would be great glory

ing um I know that and there 1s 2 ship-load of precious
SPerm i lim but hark ye hes best let alone dont
You think so Captain? —plancing at the 1vory leg

He s But he will still be hunted for all that What
1S best let alone that accursed thing 1s not always what
least allyres Hes all a magnet! How long since thou
Saw st lim last? Which way teading?

Bless my sou! and curse the foul fiends  cried Bunger
stoopingly walking round Ahab and like a dog strangely
Nuffing  this mans blood —bring the thermometer!-—it
at the boiling point!—his pulse mahes these planhs beat!—
sir} —taking a lancet from his pocket and drawing near

to Ababs arm

‘Avast! roared Ahab dashing htm aganst the bul
Warks— Man the boat' Which way heading?

Good God! cried the Laghsh Captain to whora the
QUestion was pyt  What s the matter? He was heading
st I thinl —Ts your Captain crazy? whispering Fedallah

But Fedallah puttng a finger on his Lip shid over the
bulwarks to take the boat s steering 0ar and Ahab swing
Ing the cuttine tachle toward him commanded the ships
sallors ta stand by to lower

In 2 moment he was standim,, i the boats stern and
the Mamlla men were sprimgmg to ther oars In vam?
the Enghsh Captamn hmled hum ~ With back to the



440 MOBY DICK

ship and face set The a flmt to hus own, Ahab stood up-
night il alongside of the Pequod

CHAPTFR CI
TIHE DECANTER

ExE the English stip fades from sight be it set down
here that she haed from London and was named after
the late Samuel Enderby merchant of that atty, the oniginal
of the famous whiling house of Enderbv & Sons a house
which 1n my poor whaleman s opinion comes not far bemnd
the united roval houses of the Tudors and Bourbons it
pownt of real mistorical nterest How long, priot to the
year of our Lord 177; this great whaling house was I

my fish-d do not mahe plan
but mn that year (1775) i fitted out the first Enghsh
ships that ever regularly hunted the Sperm Whale though
for =ome score of years pre 1ous (ever simce 1726) Out
valiant Coffins and Maceys of Nantuchet and the Vineyard
had 1n Jarge fleets pursued the Leviathan but only w the
North and South Atlantic not isewhere Be 1t distinctly
tecorded here that the Nantucketers were the fir t among
mankind to harpoon with cwilized steel the great Sperm
Whale and that for half a century they were the only
people of the whole globe who o harpooned him

In 1778 a fine ship the Ameba fitted out for the ex
pre~s purpose and at the sole charge of the vigorous En
derbys boldly rounded C ape Horn and was the first among
the nations to lower a whale boat of any sort m the great
South Sea  The voyage was a <hilfu} and Jucky one and
returming, to her berth with her hold full of the precious
sperm the Amelas example was soon followed by other
ships  Inghsh and Amencin and thus the vast Sperm
Whale grounds of the Pacific were thrown open But not
content with this good deed the indefatigable hou e agam
bestirred 1t el Samuel and all Ins Sons—how many their
raother oily knows—and under therr immediate auspices,
and partly I thik at thewr expense the Bnush govern
ment was induced to send the sloop of war Rattler on 3
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whalng voyage of discovery into the South Sea Com
manded by a naval Post Captam the Rattler made a rat
thng voyace of 1t and did some service how much does
not appear  But this 1s not all In 1819 the same house
fitted out 4 discovery whale ship of therr own to go on a
tasting cruise to the remote waters of Japan That ship
—well called the Syren —made a noble experimental
cmse and 3t was thus that the great Japanese Whaling
Ground first became generally hnown The Syren mn this
famous voyage was commanded by a Captam Coffin a
Nantucheter

All hottor to the Enderbies therefore whose house I
think evists 10 the present day though doubtles the original
Samuel must long ago have slipped his cable for the great
South Sea of the other world

The ship named after him was worthy of the honor
being a very fast sailer and & noble craft every way 1
boarded her once at here off the P:
coast and drank good flip down in the forecastle Tt was
a fine gam we had and they were all trumps—every soul
on board A short life to them and a jolly death ™ And
that fine gar T had—long very long ater old Ahab touched
her planks with his wory heel—it minds me of the noble
solid Saxon hospitality of that ship and may my parson
forget me and the devil remember me 1f T ever lose sight
of it Flip? Did I say we had fip? Yes and we fhipped
1t at the rate of ten gallons the hour and when the squall
came (for 1t s squally off there by Patagoma) and all hands
—vistors and all—were called to reef topsails we were
50 top heavy that we had to swing each other aloft 1n bow
lines and we inorantly furled the shirts of our jackets
into the sails so that we hung there reefed fast in the howl
g gale 2 warming example to afl drunhen tars  However
the mats did not 1o overboard and by and by we
scrambled down so sober that we had to piss the flip
2gan though the savage salt spray bursting down the fore
castle scuttle rather too much diluted and pickled 1t for
my taste

The beef was fine—tough but with body in it They sud
1t was bull heef others, that 1t was dromedarv beef but I
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do not know for certan how that was They had dump
lings too, small but substantial symmetncally globular
and indestructible dumplings 1 fancied that you could
feel thern and roll them about . vou after thev were swal
lowed 1f you stooped over too far forward you mshed
their pitchung out of you like bilhard balls The bread—
\ but that couldnt be helped be ides 3t was an anti scorbu

tic i short the bread contained the only fresh fare they
had But the forecastle was not very hight and st was
very easy to step over mto a darh cornet when you ate
1t But all mall talang her from truch to helm, consider
ing the dimensions of the cook’s boilers mcluding his own
live parchment boilers fore and aft I say the Samuel
Enderby was a )olly ship of good fare and plenty fine
flip and strong crack fellows all and capital from boot
heels to hat band

But why was it think ye, that the Samuel Enderby
and some other English whalers I know of—not all though
—were such famous hospitable ships that passed round
the beef, and the bread and the can and the johe and
were hot soon weary of eating and dnnking and laugh
ing? I will tell you The abounding good cheer of these
English whalers 1s matter for historical research Nor have
I been at all sparing of historical whale research when 1t
has seemed needed

The English were preceded i the whale fishery by the
Hollanders Zealanders and Danes from whom they de
nved many terms still extant i the fishery and what s
yet more their fat old fashions touchung plenty to eat and
drin}.  For as a general thing the Engli h merchant ship
scrimps her erew but not so the English whaler Hence
m the Enghsh this thing of whaling good cheer 15 not
normal and natural but incidental and particular and
therefore must have some spectal origm which 15 here
pomted out and will be still further eluadated

Durmg my researches In the Leviathamc istornes I
stumbled upon an ancient Dutch volume which by the
musty whaling <mell of 1t I knew must be about whalers
The title was ‘ Dan Coopman  wherefore I concluded that
thys must be the invaluable memowrs of some Amsterdam
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Cooper 1n the fishery, as every whale ship must carrv i<
Cooper T was remnforced mn this opmion by seemng that it
Was the production of one Fitz Swackhammer  But my
fnend Dr Snodhead, a very learned man professor of Low
Dutch and High German m the college of Santa Clans and
St Totts to whom I handed the work for tramslation
giving fam a box of sperm candles for his trouble—this same
Dr Snodhead $o soon as he spied the book assured me
that Dan Coopman did not mean The Cooper but The
Merchant In short this ancient and learned Low Dutch
baok treated of the commerce of Holland and among other
subjects contamed a very interesting account of its whale
fishery And in this chapter 1t was headed Smeer o
Fat * that I found a long detasled kst of the outfits for
the Larders and cellars of 180 sail of Dutch whalemen from
Which list as translated by Dr Snodhead I transcribe the
following
400000 lbs of heef
60000 lbs Friesland pork
150000 Iha of stoch fish
550000 Jhs of hiscuit
72000 1bs of soft bread
2 800 firkins of bugter
20000 lbs of Texel & rLeyden cheese
X144 000 1bs cheese (probably an nferior article)
550 ankers af Geneva
10800 barrels of beer
Most statistical tables are parchingly dry m the read
g not so in the pre ent case however where the reader
1s flooded with whole pipes barrels quarts and gills of good
&0 and good cheer
At the time I devoted three diys to the studious digest
g of all th, beer beef and bread durmg which many pro
ound thought were madentally sug ested to me capable
of a transcendental and Platomc ipplicat on and further
tmore T compiled supplementary tables of my own touching
the prohable quantity of stork fish & consumed by every
Low Dutch harpooneer in that ancient Greenland and
Spitzhergen whale fishery In the first place the amc
of butter and Texel and Leyden cheese consumed _
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amazng I impute 1t though to their naturally unctuous
natures being rendered sull more unctuous by the nature
of their vocation and especially by thewr pursming therr
game 1 those fri;id Polar Scas on the very coasts of that
Esquimauy country where the convivial natives pledge each
other 1n bumpers of tram ol

The quantity of the beer too 1s very large 10800 bar
rels Now as those polar fisheries could only be prose
cuted m the short summer of that chmate so that the whole
crut e of one of these Dutch whalemen mcludmg the short
voyage to and from the Spitzbergen sea did not much ex
ceed three months say and rechomng 30 men to each of
their fleet of 180 sail we have 5400 Low Dutch seamen
i all therefore I say we have precisely two barrels of
beer per man for a twelve weeks allowance, exclusive of
tus farr proportion of that 5o ankers of in  Now whether
these gin and beer harpooneers so fuddled as one mght
fancy them to have been were the might sort of men to
stand up 1 2 boats head and take good amm at fiying
whales this would seem omewhat improbable Yet they
did a1m at them and it them too  But this was very far
North be 1t remembered where beer agrees well with the
constitution  upon the Equator in our southern fishery
beer would be apt to make the harpooneers sleepy at the
mast head and boozy in his boat and gnevous Joss might
ensue to Nantuchet and New Bedford

But no more ~ enough has been .aid to show that the
old Dutch whalers of two or three centuries ago were
aigh Iners and that the English whalers have not neglected
o excellent an example Tor say they when cruising m
an empty shp f you can get nothing better out of the
aorld get a good dinner out of it at least And this
rmpties the decanter

CHAPTER CII
A BOWER IN THE ARSACIDES

Hrrrerto, m desciptively treating of the Sperm Whale,
1 have chiefly dwelt upon the marvel, of hus outer aspect,
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of <eparately and in detml upon some few interior struc
tural features  But to a Jarge and thorough sweeping com
prehension of lum 1t behooves me now to unbutton hum still
further and untagging the pomts of hus hose unbuckling
s garters and casting loose the hooks and the eyes of the
Jomts of his nnermost bones set him before you i hus
ufmatum  that 15 to say 10 lus unconditional skeleton

But how now Ishmael> How 1s it that you a mere
oarman i the fishery pretend to know aught about the
subferranean parts of tte whale? Did erudite Stubb
mounted upon your capstan deliver lectures on the apatomy
of the Cetaces aud by help of the windlass, hold up a
spectmen b for exhibitton? Explain thy elf Ishmzel Can
you land 2 full grown whale on your dech for examation
23 a cook dishes a roast pig?  Surelv not A ventable wit
ness haye you hutherto been Ishmael but have a care how
you seize the privilege of Jonah alone  the privilege of dis
coursing upon the joists and beams  the rafters ndge pale
sleepers and under pinmngs, mahmg up the frame work
of leviathan and belihe of the tallow vats dairy rooms
butteries and cheesenes 1 his bowels

T confes that since Jonah few whalemen have pene
trated very far beneath the shin of the adult whale never
theless ] have been hlessed with an opportumty to dissect
Bm n mmature  In a ship I belonged to a small cub
Sperm W hale was once bodils hoisted to the dech for
poke or bag to make sheaths for the barbs of the har
poons and for the heads of the lances Think you I let

chance go without using my boat hatchet and jack
kmfe and breaking the seal and reading all the contents
of that young cub?

And 45 for my exact knowledge of the bones of the levia
than in thewr gigantic {ull grown development for that rare
knowledge T am indebted to my late 1oy al friend Trangquo
king of Tranque one of the Arsacides For beng at
Tranque years ago when attached to the trading ship Dey
of Almers T was invited to spend patt of the Arsacidean
holidays with the lord of Tranque at his retwed palm
willa at Pupella a sea side glen not very far distant from
what oy sarlars catled Bamboo-Town fus capital
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Amang many other fine qualites my roval fiend Tran
quo Beny @ifted with a devout love for all matters of
batbarie vertu had brought to.ether in Pupella whateser
rare thin®s the more mgemous of his people could invent,
chuefly carved woods of wonderful devices chucelled shells
wnlaid spears costly paddles aromatic canoes and all these
distributed among whatever natural wonders the wonder
freighted tribute-rendering waves had cast npon his shores

Chief among these latter was a great Sperm Whale
which after an unusually long raming gale had been found
dead and stranded with his head asainst a cocoa nut tree
whose plumage ke tufied droopings seemed hus verdant
jet  When the vast body had at last been stnpped of sts
fathom deep enfoldmes and the bones become dust drv
m the sun then the <heleton was carefully transported
up the Pupella glen where a grand temple of lordly palms
now sheltered 1t

The nbs were hung with trophies the vertebre were
canved with Arsacidean anmals 1 strange hreroglyphics,
m the skull the priests hept up an unevtingmshed aromatic
flame o that the mystic head again <ent forth 1ts vaporv
<pout while suspended from a bou,h the termfic lower
Jaw vibrsted over all the devotees lthe the hair hung sword
that so afftightec Damocles

It was 2 wondrous sight  "The wood was green as mosses
of the Icy Glen the trees stood high and haughty fee
ing their Tving sap the industnons earth beneath was as
a weaver 5 loom with @ gorgeous carpet on 1t whereof the
ground vine tendrils formed the warp and woof and the
hving fowers the ngures Al the trees with all thew
laden branches all the hrubs and ferns and grasses the
message-tatryng arr  all these wnreasmgly were actne
Through the facings of the leaves the great sun <eemed 2
fiying shuttle weaving the unweanied verdure Oh busv
weaver{ Unseen wealer!——pausel-—one word!-—whither
flows the fabric? what palace may 1t deck? wherefore all
these cesseless tolings? Speal weaveri—sway thy hand!
~but one ngle word with thee! Nay—tne shuttle flies
~—the ngures float from forth the loom the freshet rushing
carpet for ever shdes away The weaver god be weaves,
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and by that weavirg 15 he deafened that he hears no mortal
torce and by that humming we too who look onm the
loom are deafened and only when we escape 1t hall we
Bear the thousand voices that speah through 1t For even
03t 1s 12 all matenal factones The pohen words that
are maudible 1mong the flying <pindles those same words
are plamnly heard without the walls bursting from the
opened casements Thereby have villanies been detected
Ab mortal] then be heedful for <o m all this din of the
great worlds Joom thy subtlest thinkings mav be over

eard afar

Now, amid the green life restless loom of that Arsac
dean wood the great white worshipped sl eleton lay loung
Mg—a gigantic idler’ Yet a the ever woven verdant
warp and woof intermixed and hummed around him the
mughty idler _eemed the sunning weaver humself all woven
over with the vines every month assuming greener fresher
verdure but himeelf 1 <keleton  Life folded Death Death
trellsed Life the grim god wived with youthful Life and
begat hum curly headed glories

Now when wmith royal Tranquo I wisited this wondrous
whale and saw the shull an altar and the artificial smoke
ascending from where the veal jet had 1ssued I marvelled
that the hing should regrd a chapel as an abject of vertu
He laughed  But mor¢ I marvelled that the priests should
swear that smoky jet of his was genume To and fro I
paced before this skeleton—Dbrushed the vines aside—broke
through the nbs—and with a ball of Arsacidean twine wan
dered eddied long amid 1ts many winding shaded colon
nades and atbors = But soon my hne was out and follow
Ing back I emerged from the opemng where I entered
T saw no hwing thing within  naught was there but bones

Cutting me a green measunng rod I once more dred
within the skeleton From therr arrow st n the shull
the prie ts perceived me taking the altitude of the final b

How now! they shouted Darst thou measure this our
god! Thats for us Ave priests—well how long do y¢
make him then? But hereupon a fierce contest rose
among them, concerning feet and inches they cracked each«
other s sconces with their yard sticks—the great
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echoed—and seizing that lucky chance, I quickly concluded
my own admeasurements

These admeasurements I now propose to set before you
But first, be 1t recorded that n this matter, I am not
free to utter any fancied measurements I please Because
there are skeleton authorities you can refer to to test my
accuracy  There 1s a Leviathame Museum they tell me 1n
Hull England one of the whaling ports of that country,
where they have some fine specimens of fin bachs and other
whales Likewice I have heard that m the museum of
Manch m New H; hire, they have what the pro
prietors call the only perfect specimen of a Greenland
or River Whale in the Umted States  Moreover, at a
place 1n Yorkshire England Burton Constable by name
a certam Sir Chifford Constable has mn s possession the
sheleton of a Sperm Whale but of moderate size by no
means of the full grown magmtude of my friend hing
Tranquo s

In both cases the stranded whales to which these two
sheletons belonged were ongmally claimed by ther pro
prietors upon similar grounds Aing Tranquo seizing his
becau ¢ he wanted 1t and Sir Chiford because he was
lord of the seignortes of those parts Sir Cliffords whale
bas been articulated throughout so that Lke a great chest
of drawers you can open and shut him in all us bony
cavities—spread out s ribs like 4 gigantic fan—and swing
all day upon his lower jaw  Laocks are to be put upon some
of s trap doors and shutters and a footman will show
round future visitors with a bunch of keys at his side
Sir Chifford thinks of charging twopence for a peep at the
whispering gallery m the spinal column threepence to heaf
the echo 1 the hollow of his cerebellum and sixpence for
the unrivalled view from his forehead

The sheleton dimensions I shall now proceed to set
down are copted verbatum from my nght arm where I
had them tattoced as n my wild wanderings at that perzod
there was no other secure way of preserving such valuable
statistics  But as T was crowded for space and wished the
other parts of my body to remamn a blank page for a poem
1 was then composing—at least, what untattooed parts




THE WHALE S SKRELEION 449

tught remain—I did not trouble myself with the odd inches
nor, mdeed should inches at all enter into a congemal ad
measuremnent of the whale

CHAPTER CIII
MEASUREMENT OF THE WHALES SKELETON

IN the first place I wish to lay before you a particular
plam statement, touching the lving bulk of this leviathan
whose sheleton we are briefly to exubit  Such a statement
may prove useful here

According to 2 careful calculaton ¥ bave made and
which T partly base upon Captam Scoresby s estimate of
Seventy tons for the largest sized Greenland whale of sixty
feet 1n length according to my careful calculation I say
a dperm Whale of the largest magmitude between eighty
five and mnety feet n length and something less than
forty feet n its fullest circumference such a whale will
Weigh at lea t ninety tons so that reckoning thirteen men
to a ton he would derabl tweigh b
Ppopulation of a whole village of one thousand one Rundred
mhibitants

Think you not then that brans like yoked cattle should
be put to this leviathan to make hum at all budge to any
landsman s imamnation?

Having already 1n vanous ways put before you hus shull,
spout hole jaw teeth tail forehead fins and divers other
parts I shall now sumply point cut what 1s most nteresting
m the general bulk of b1 unobstructed bones But as the
colossal Lull embraces so very large a proportion of the
entire extent of the skeleton as 1t 1 by far the most com
pheated part and as nothing 1s to be repeated concerning
3t m this chapter vou must fiot fail to carry it in your mind
or under your arm as we proceed otherwise you will not
gam a complete notion of the general structure we are
about to view

In lencth the Sperm Whale s sheleton at Tranque meas
ured seventv two feet so that when fully mvested and ex o=
tended 1if~ ha wset hava heen minatyr fear o
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n the whale the skeleton loses about one fifth mn length
compared with the lsang body  OF this seventy two feet,
his skull and )aw compnised sorme twenty feet leaving some
fifty feet of plan back bone Attached to this back bone
for somethung less than a third of 1ts length was the mighty
circular basket of ribs which once enclo ed tus witals

To me this vast wory nibbed chest, with the long, un
relieved spme extending far away from 1t 10 a straght
line not a httle resembled the hull of a great ship new laid
upon the stocks when only some tnenty of her naked bow
tibs are imserted and the heel 15 otherwise for the time
but a long disconnected timber

The ribs were ten on a side The first to bepn from
the nech was nearly six feet long the second thrd and
fourth were each successively longer till you came to the
cltmax of the fifth or one of the muddle mbs, which
measured eight feet and some inches  From that part, the
remaming ribs dimmshed till the tenth and last only
spanned five feet and some inches In general thickness
they all bore 2 seemly correspondence to therr length The
muddle ribs were the most arched In some of the Arsa
cides they are used for beams whereon to lay footpath
bridges over small streams

In considering these nbs I could not but be struck
ahew with the circumstance so variously repeated m this
book that the sheleton of the whale 1s by no means the
mould of lis invested form  The largest of the Tranque
nibs one of the middle ones occupied that part of the fish
which 1n hie 15 greatest in depth Now, the greatest deptb
of the invested body of this particular whale must have
been at least sixteen fcet whereas the corresponding nb
measured but little more than eight feet So that this nb
only comveyed hali of the true notion of the hwving mag
nitude of that part Besides for -ome way where T now
saw but a naked spime all that had been once wrapped
round with tons of added bulk n flesh muscle blood and
bowels  Still more for the ample fins I here saw but,a
few diordered jonts and m place of the weighty and
majestic but boneless flules an utter blank!

How vamn and foolish, then, thought I, for timd up
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travelled man to try to hend an ht this d
whale, by merely poring over his dead attenuated sheleton
stretched m this peaceful wood No Only mn the heart
of quckest penls only when within the eddymngs of his
angry fiuhes only on the profound unbounded sea can
the fully mvested whale be truly and hvingly found out

But the spine  For that the best way we can consider
1t1s with a crane to pile its bones high up on end No
Speedy enterprise But now 1ts done 1t loohs much like
Pompey’s Pillar

There are forty and odd vertebr= i all which m the
sheleton are not locked together They mostly lie like
the great hnobbed blocks on a Gothic spire forming solid
£ourses of heavy masonry  The largest a muddle one 1s tn
Width _omething less than three feet and i depth more
than four The smallest where the spme tapers away mto
the tail 15 only two inches m width and looks something
Iike a white billiard ball 1 was told that there were sull
smaller ones but they had been lost by some Little can
mbal urching the priests children who had stolen them
o play marbles with Thus we see how that the spne
of even the hugest of living things tapers off at last _nto
smple child s play

CHAPTER (IV
THE FOSSIL WHAIE

Froy his mughty bulk the whale afiords a2 most con
gemal theme whereon to enlarge amphfy and generally
expatiate  Would you you could not rompress him By
good rights he hould only be treated of 1n 1mpenal foho
Not 1o tell over agun his furlongs from spwracle to taif
and the yards he measured about the waist only thik of
the gizantic myvolutions of hus mtestines where they bre m
fum Tike great cables and hawsers colled away m the sub
terranean orlop-dech of a lne-of battle ship

Since T have undertaken to manhandle ths Leviathan 1
behooves me to approve myself ommsciently exhaustive m
the enterprise not overlooking the munute~t seminal

¥
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of his blood and spmning ham out to the uttermost coil
of his bowels Having already descnbed him 1n most of
fng present habitatory and anatomical peculiarities 1t now
remams to mignfy him in an archxological, fossiliferous
and antediluvian point of vien  Applied to any other crea
ture than the Leviathan—to an ant or a flea~—such portly
erms might justly be deemed unwarrantablv grandiloquent
But when Ieviathan 15 the text the case 1> altered Fam
am 1 to stagger to this empuse under the weightiest words
of the dictionary And here be 1t said that whenever 1t
h1s been convement to consult one 1n the course of these
dissertations, T have invanably used a huge quarto edition
of Johnson expressly purchased for that purpose because
that famous lexicographer’s uncommon personal bulk more
fitted him to compile a lexicon to be used by a whale author
like me

One often hears of wnters that nise and swell with thew
subject though it may seem but an ordmary one Fow,
then wth me writing of this Lewiathan? Unconsciously
my chirography expands into placard capitals Give me a
condor s quilll Gne me Vesuvius crater for an imkstand!
Friends bold my arms!  For m the mere act of penmng
ny thoughts of this Leviathan they weary me and make
me fant with their outreaching comprehensiveness of sweep,
as 1f to include the whole circle of the sciences and all
the generations of whales and men and mastodons past
present and to come with all the revoluing panoramas of
empire on earth and throughout the whole universe not
excluding its suburbs  Such and so magmfying 1s the vir
tue of a large and hiberal theme! We expand to its bulk
To produce a mghty bool you must choose a mughty
theme No great and endunng volume can ever be written
on the flea though many there be who have tried 1t

Ere entering upon the subject of Fossil Whales I pre
sent mv credentials as a peologist, by stating that mn my
muscelianeous time I have been a storie mason and also 2
great digger of ditches canals and wells wine vaults ceffars,
and aisterns of all sorts  Likewise by way of prelmnary,
1 desire to remund the reader, that while 1n the earher geo
Jogical strata there are found the fo sils of monsters now
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almost completely extinct the <ubsequent relics discovered
m what re callel th~ Tertiary formations seem the con
necting or 1t any rate intercepted Iinks between the anti
chromeal creatures and those whose remote postenty are
said to have entered the Arh all the Fossil Whales hitherto
dicovered belong to the Tertiary period which is the last
preceding the superfictal formations  And though none of
them precisely answer to any koown species of the present
time they are yet sufficiently akin to them i general res
spects to justify thetr taking rank as Cetacean fossils

Detached broken fossils of pre adamute whales frag
ments of their bones and sheleton> have withmn thirty years
past at \inous ntervals been found at the base of the
Alps in Lombardy in France in Fngland 1 Scotland and
m the States of Lowstana Mississippt and Alabama
Ammong the more curious of such remams 1s part of a shull
which 1n the year 1779 was disinterred i the Rue Dauphiné
1m Pans a short street opening almost directly upon the
palace of the Tulleries and bones disinterred 1n excavating
the great docks of Antwerp m Napoleons time Cuner
DPronounced these fragments to have belonged to some ut
tetly unknown Leviathamc species

But by far the most wonderful of all cetacean relics was
the almost complete vast sheleton of an extinct monster,
found 1n the year 1842 on the plantation of Judge Creagh m
Alabama The awe stricken credulous slaves m the vicity
took 1t for the bones of one of the fallen angels The Ala
Bama doctors declared 1t 2 huge reptile and bestowed upon
1t the name of Bastlosaurus But some speamen bones of
1t being tal.en across the sea to Owen the English Amatomust
1t turned out that this alleged reptile was a whale though of
a departed species A sigmificant Hlustration of the fact
agamn and again repeated 1n this book that the sheleton of
the whale furmishes but Little clue to the shape of Tus fully
Myested hodv S0 Owen rechnstened the monster Zeuglo-
don and 1n his paper read before the London Geological
Society pronounced 1t in substance ope of the most ex
traordimary creatures which the mutations of the globe have
blotted oyt of ewstence

When I stand among these mughty Ieviatban skeletons

7
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shulls tush jaws nbs and vertebre all characterized by
partial resemblances to the existing breeds of sea monsters,
but at the same tume bearing on the other hand sumfar
aftinities to the anmiulated antichronical Leviathans, ther
ncalculable <enors I am, by a flood borne back to that
wondrous pertod ere time iself can be said to have begun
for time began with man FHere Siturns grey chaos rolls
over me and I obtun dim shuddering glimpses 1nto those
Polar etermities when wedged bastions of ice pressed hard
upon what are now the lropics and in all the 25000
miles of this worlds circumference mot an iphabitable
hand § breadth of land was visible Then the whole world
was the whales and lLing of creation he left s wake
along the present lines of the Andes and the Himmalehs
Who can show a pedigree like Leviathan?  Ahab s harpeon
had shed older blood than the Pharachs  Methuselah
seems a schoolboy I look round to shake hand, with
Shem I am horror struck at this antemosmc unsourced
eustence of the unspeakable terrors of the whale which
having been before all time must needs eust after all
humane ages are over

But not alone has this Lewiathan left s pre-adamite
traces n the stereotype plates of nature and in himestone
and marl bequeathed his ancient bust but upon Egyptian
tablets whose antiquity seems to claim for them an afmost
fossiliferous character we find the unmustakable print of
hus fin  In an apartment of the great temple of Denderah
some fifty years ago there was discovered upon the gramte
ceiing a sculptured and pamnted plamephere simular to
the grotesque figures on the celestial globe of the moderns
Ghding among them old Leviathan swam as of yore was
there m that h before Solomon
was cradled

Nor must there be omtted another strange attestation
of the antiquty of the whale mn lis own osseous post
diluvian reality as set down by the venerable Jobn Leo
the old Barbary traveller

“Not far from the Sea side they have a Temple the
Rafter and Beams of which are made of Whale Bones for
Whales of a monstrous size are oftentmes cast up dead
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upon that shore The Common I¢ople 1magine that by a
secret Power bestoned by God upon the Temple no Whale
can pass it without immediate death  But the truth of the
matter 15, that on either «ide of the Temple there are
Rocks that shoot two Miles mto the Sea and wound the
Whales when they I ht upon em They keep a Whiles
Rib of an incredible length for a Miracle which lying upon
the Ground with 1ts convex part uppermost mahes an Arch
the Head of which cannot be reached by a Man upon a
Camels Back  This Rib (says John Leo) 1s smd to have
layn there a hundred Years before T saw it Thewr His
tonians affirm that a Prophet who prophesy d of Mahomet
came from this Temple and some do not stand to as ert
that the Prophet Jonas was cast forth by the Whale at the
Base of the Temple

In this Afric Temple of the YWhale T leave vou reader
and 1f you be a Nantucketer and a whaleman, you will
silently worship there

CHAPTER CV

DOLS THE WHALLS MAGNITUDE DIMINISH?-—WILL HL
PERISH?

Inasmuen then as this Leviathan come- floundenng
dawn upon us from the head waters of the Etermues it
may be fitly nquired whether n the long course of his
generations he has not degenerated from the otiginal bulk
of s sires

But upon investigation we find that not only are the
whales of the present day superior 1 _magnitude to those
whose fossil remain are found 1n the Tertiary system {em
bracing a distinct geologal pertod prior to man) but of
the whales found 1n that Tertiary system those belonging
ta 1ts latter formations evceed 1n size those of 1ts earler
ones

Of all the pre adamite whale yet ethumed by far the
largest 1s the Alabama ome mentioned n the last chap.
ter and that was less than seventy feet mn length in the
sheletony  Whereas we have already seen that the tape-

\
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measure gives seventy two feet for the <heleton of a large
sized modern whale And I have heard, on whalemens
authortty that Sperm Whales have been captured near a
hundred feet long at the time of capture

But may 1t not be, that while the whales of the present
four are an advance n magmtude upon those of all previous
geological periods may it not be, that since Adam’s time
they have degenerated?

A suredly we must conclude so 1f we are to credit the
accounts of such gentlemen as Phny, and the ancient natur
alists generally Tor Plinv tells us of Whales that em
braced acres of iving bulk and Aldrovandus of others which
measured eight hundred feet m length—Rope Walks and
Thames Tunnels of Whales! And even in the days of Banks
and Solander Cockes naturalists we find a Damish mem
ber of the Academy of Sciences setting down certan Ice
land Whales {reydan sishur, or Wrinkled Bellies) at one
hundred and twenty yards that 1s three hundred and sixty
feet  And Lacepede the French naturalist i Ins elaborate
history of whales 1n the very beginming of his worl, (page
3), ets down the Raght Whale at one hundred metres,
thtee hundred and twenty eight feet And this work was
published so late as A D 182,

But will any whaleman believe these stories? No  The
whale of to day 15 15 big as hs ancestors m Pliny 5 ume
And 1t ever T go where Pliny 15 T a whaleman (move than
he was), will make bold to tell lim <o Brcause I cannot
understand how 1t 15 that while the Foyptian myummes
that were buried thousands of vears before even Pliny was
barn, do not measure so much n ther cofns as a modern
Kentuchian 1n his sochs and while the cattle and other
antmals sculptured on the oldest Egyptian and Nineveh
tablets, by the relative proportions in which they are drawn,
yust as plainly prove that the high bred stall fed prize
.attle of Smuthfield not only equal but far exceed 1 mag
mtude the fattest of Pharachs fat ke 1n the face of all
this I will not admut that of all ammals the whale alone
Should have degenerated

But still another inquiry remamns, one often amitated by
the more recondite Nantucheters Whether owing to the
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almost ommscrent look-outs at the mast heads of the whale
ships now penetrating even through Behring s straits and
mto the remotest secret draners and lochers of the world
and the thousand harpoons and lances darted along all con
tinental coasts the moot point 15 whether Leviathan can
fong endure so wide 2 chase and so remorseless 2 havoe
whether he must not at last be exterminated from the waters
and the last whale, like the last man smohe his last pipe,
and then htmself evaporate 1n the final puff

Comparing the humped herds of whales with the humped
herds of buffale which not forty years ago overspread
by tens of thousands the praiies of Illinois and Missourr,
and shook. their 1ron manes and scowled with therr thunder
clotted brows upon the sites of populous nivercapitals where
now the polite hroker sell, you land at a dollar an inch
In such 2 compartson an uresistible argument would seem
furmshed to how that the hunted whale cannot now es.
€ape speedy extinction

But you must look at this matter 1 every ght Though
so short a period ago—not a good lifetme—the census of
the buffalo 1n Illinos exceeded the census of men now m
London and though at the present day not one born or
hoof of them remams in all that region and though the
cau e of this wondrous externunation was the spear of
man yet the far different nature of the whale bunt peremp
torily forbids so inglorious an end to the Leviathan  Forty
men m cne ship hunting the Sperm Whales for forty eight
months think they have done extremely well and thank

af at last they carry home the ail of forty fish

Whereas 1n the days of the old Canadian and Indian
hunters and trappers of the West when the far west (m
whose sunset s.ns still nise) was a wilderness and a virgin
the same number of moccasined men for the same number
of months mounted on horse nstead of samg m ships
would have slain not forty but forty thousand and more
buffaloes a fact that if need were could be statistically
stated

Nor conaidered aright does 1t seem any argument in favor
of the gradual extinction of the Sperm Whale for example,
that i former years (tho latter part of the last centun
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say) these Leviathans in small pods, were encountered
much oftener than at present, and 1 consequence, the voy
ages were not so prolonged and were abo much more
remunerative  Because, as has been elsewhere poticed
those whales influenced by some tiews to safety, now swim
the seas In immense caravans, so that to a large degree
the scattered soltaries yokes and pods and schools of
other days are now aggregated into vast but widely -epa
rated unfrequent armies That 15 all  And equally fal
lacious seems the conceit that because the socalled whale
bone whales no longer haunt many grounds i former years
2hounding with them hence that pecies also 15 declining
For they are only bemg driven from promontory to cape
and 1f one coast 15 no longer enlivened with their jets then
be sure some other and remoter strand has been very
recently startled by the unfamiltar spectacls

Furthermore toncermng these last mentioned Leviathans,
they have two firm fortresses which 1n all human proba
biity will for ever remamn mmpregnable  And as upon the
mvaston of thew valleys the frosty Swiss have retreitea
to their mountains so hunted from the savannas and glades
of the middle seas the whale bone whales can at last resort
to their Polars citadels and diving under the ultimate glassy
barriers and walls there come up among icy fields and
floes! and in a charmed circle of everlasting December bid
definance to all pursuit from man

But as perhaps fifty of these whale bone whales are
harpooned for one cachalot some philosophers of the fore
castle have concluded that this positive havoc has already
very erously dimimished theyr battahons  But though for
some time past a number of the e whales not less than
13 oo0, have been annually slam on the nor west coast by
the Americans alone yet there are comsiderations Which
render even this crcumstance of little or not account
a an oppo mg argument 1m this matter

Natural as 1t 1s to be _omewhat incredulous concern
1, the populoasness of the more enormous ~reatures of the
giobe yet what shall we say to Harto the lustoriap of Go1
when he tells u, that at one hunting the hang of Stam took
4,000 elephants that in those regions elephants are numer
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ous as droves of cattle in the temperate chmes  And there
seetns no reason to doubt that if these elephants which
nave now been hunted for thousands of years by Semirarms,
by Porus by Hanmbal and by all the successive monarchs
of the East—if they still survive there i great numbers,
much more may the great whale outlast all hunting since
he has a pasture to expatiate in which 15 precisely twice
as farge as all Asia both Amenicas Europe and Africa New
Holland and all the Isles of the sea combined

Moreover we are to con ider that from the presumed
great longevity of whales therr probably attaiming the age
of 4 century and more therefore at any one period of time
several distinct adult generations must be contemporary
And what this 1s we may soon gain some tdea of by 1m
agimng all the grave yards cemeteries and family vaults
of creation yielding up the live bodies of all the men
women and children who were alive seventy five years ago
and adding thy countless host ta the present human popu
lation of the globe

Wherefore for all these things we account the whale
mmortal 1 Ius species however penshable n his mdividu
ality He swam the seas before the continents broke water
Be once swam over the site of the Tuileries and Wind or
Castle and the kremhn In Noahs flood he despised
Noahs Ark and 3f ever the world 15 to be agam flooded
ke the Netherlands to hill off ats rats then the eternal
whale will still survive and rearing upon the topmost crest
Olf{ the equatorial flood, spout hus frothed defiance to ths
Skles

CHAPTER CVI
AlIAD S LEC

TnE preciptatng manner m which Captamn Ahab had
quitted 31: nguel Enderby of London had not been un
attended with some small violence to lis own person
He had Lighted with such cnefgy upon a thwart of 1
boat that his wory Jeg had received a half splintering shock
And when after gamme his own deck and his own pivot hole
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there he so vehemently wheeled round with an urgent com
mand to the teersman (it was as ever somethmng about
hus not steering inflenibly enough) then the already shaken
wory rtecened such an additional twist and wrench that
though 1t stilf remained entre and to alf appearances fusty,
yet Abab did not deem 1t entirely trustworthy

And 1ndeed 1t eemed small matter for wonder that for
all s pervading mad rechlessness Ahab did at times give
careful heed to the condition of that dead bone upon which
he partly stood For it had not been very long prior to
the Pequods sailing from Nantucket that he bhad been
found one might lying prone upon the ground and nsenst
ble by some unknown and seemingly imexplicable umm
agmable casualty his nory limb having been so Violently
displaced that 1t had <take wise smutten and all but prerced
his grom  nor was 1t without extreme difficulty that the
agomazng wound was entirely cured

Nor at the time had it failed to enter s monomaniac
mmd that all the angush of that then present suffering
was but the direct 1ssue of a former woe and he too plamly
seemed to ee that as the most pawonous reptile of the
marsh perpetuates his Find as inevitably as the swmeetest
songster of the grove so equallv with everv felaitv, all
muserable events do naturally beget ther ke Yea more
than equally thought Ahab  smce both the ancestry and
postenty of Gref go further than the ancestry and pos
tenty of Jov For not to lunt of this that 1t 15 an 1
ference from certmn canomic teachmgs that while some
natural enjoyments here shall have no children born to them
for the other world but on the contrary shall be followed
by the v childlessness of all hell s despar  whereas <ome
guilty mortal mu eries hall stll fertilely beget fo themselves
an eternally progressive progeny of griefs bevond the grave
not at all to hunt of this there stll eems an meguality n
the deeper analysis of the thing  For thought Ahab wiule
even the highest earthly felicities ever have a certain unsig
mifying pettiness Jurhing 1n them but at bottom all heart
woes A mystic sigmficance and m Some men an arch
ungelic grandeur so do thewr dihigent tracings-ont not behe
1he obvious deduction To trail the genealogies of these
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lugh mortal muserses carries us at last among the source
less primogenitures of the gods so that n the face of all
the glad hay making suns and <oft-cymballing round barv
est moons we must needs giwve 10 to this that the gods
themselves are mot for ever glad The ineffaceable sad
birth mark 1n the brow of man 1s but the stamp of sorrow
in the signers

Unwittingly here a secret has been dnulged which per
haps might more properly 1n set way have been disclosed
before With many other particulars concermng Ahab al
ways had 1t remaned a mystery to some why 1t was that
for' z certain period both before and after the saling of
the Pequod, he had hidden himself away with such Grand
Lama hke exclusneness and for that one interval sought
speechless refuge as 1t were among the marble senate of
the dead Captain Ielegs bruted reason for this thing
appeared by no means adequate though indeed as touching
all Ahab s deeper part every revelation partook more of
sigmficant darkness than of explanatory light But 1n
the end 1t all came out this one matter did at least That
direful mishap was at the bottom of his temporary recluse
ness And not only this but to that ever-comtracting
dropping circle ashore who for any Teason pos ess
the privilege of a less banned approach to im to that
timid ciecle the above hinted casualty—remawmung as it
dd moodily wnaccounted for by Ahab—invested tself
with terrors not entirely underived from the land of spinits
and of wails  So that through their zeal for him they had
all conspired so far as m them Jay to muffle up the
knowledge of this thing from others and hence it was
that not nll a considerable nterval hid elapsed did 1t
transpire upon the Iequod s dechs

But be all this s it may let the unseen ambiguous
synod m the arr or the vindictive princes and potentites
of fire have to do or not with earthly Ahab yet i this
Prt;lsenl matter of s leg he tooh plain practical procedures
~—he called the carpenter

And when that f\ll):chonary appeared before humhe badd™™
b wathout delay set about making 2 new leg and dt
the mates to see hum snonlied with all the studs and
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of jaw ory (Sperm Whale) which had thus far been ac
cumulated on the voyage In order that a careful selection
of the stoutest clearest gramed stuff mught be secured
This done, the carpenter received orders to have the leg com
pleted that mght and to provide all the fitngs for it, in
dependent of tho e pertaining to the distrusted one in use
VMoreover the ships forge was ordered to be howsted out
of 1its temporary idleness 1n the hold and, to accelerate
the affair the blacksmith was commanded to proceed at
once to the forging of whatever 1ron contrivances might be
eed;

CHAPTER CVil
THE CARPENTER

Seat thy elf suitamcally among the moons of Saturn,
and take high ab tracted man alone and he <cems a won
der a grandeur and a woe But from the same pomnt
take mankind m mass, and for the most part they <eem
a mob of dupl both and
hereditary But most humble though he was, and far
from furnishing an evample of the high, humane abstrac
uon the Pequods carpenter was no duplicate hence he
noW comes 1n pet<on on this stage

Like all sea going ship carpenters and more especially
those belonging to whaling vessels he was to a certan
off handed practical extent alike experienced in numerous
trades and callings collateral to lis own the carpenter’s
pursuit bemng the ancient and outbranching trunk of all
those numerous handicrafts which more or less have 10
do with wood as an auwhary material But besides the
appheation to hum of the genenc remarh above this car
penter of the Pequod was singularly efficient 1n those thous
and il h 1| 1= ly recurnng
1n a farge ship upon a three or four years’ vovage, 1n un
cwvihized and far distant seas Tor not to speak of s
readiness 1n ordinary duties —reparing stove boats, sprung
spats, reforming the shape of clumsy hiaded oars 1
serting bull s eyes in the deck or new tree nails m the side
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planks and ather miscellaneous matters more directly per
taining to his <pectal busmess he was moreover unhess
tatingly expert m all manner of conflicting aputudes both
useful and eapnicious

The oue grand stage where he enacted all his various
parts so mamfold was his vice bench 2 long rude ponder
ous table furmshed with several vices of different sizes
and both of ron and of wood At all tunes except when
whales were alongside thn bench was securely lashed
athwartships aganst the rear of the Try works

A belaymg pm 15 found too large to be easily mserted
mto 1ts hole the carpenter claps it into one of his ever
ready vices and straightway files it smaller A lost land
bird of strange plumage strays on board and 15 made a
taptive out of clean shaved rods of nght whale bone and
Cross beams of sperm whale vory the carpenter makes a
Pagoda looking cage for 1t An oarsman sprains his wrist
the carpenter concocts a soothing lotion  Stubb longed for
vermilion stars to be pamted uponh the blade of hi> every
oar screming each oar m his big wice of wood the car
penter symmetncally supplies the constellation A sailor
takes a fancy to wear shark bone ear nngs the carpenter
drills his ears  Another has the toothache the carpenter
out pincers and clapping one hand upon his bench brds
bim be seated there but the poor fellow unmanageably
winces under the unconcluded operatton whirhng round
the handle of s wooden vice the carpenter signs him to
clap hus jaw in that if he would have bim draw the tooth

Thus this earpenter was prepared at all pamnts and
alibe mdifferent and without respect m all Teeth he ac
counted bits of mory heads he deemed but top-blocks
men themselves he Lightly held for capstans But whie
now upon so wide a field thus variou.dy accomplished
and with such hseliness of expertness in him too all th
would seem to argue some uacommon vivacity of intell
gence  But not precisely .o For nothing was this man
More remark able than for a certain impersonal stolidity as
it were wmpersonal I say for it so shaded off into the
urrounding mfinite of things that 1t seemed one with the
general stolidity dicetible 1 the whole visible world
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which while ly actne d modes, sull
eternally holds sts peace and 1gnores vou thouch you dig
foundations for cathedrals  Yet was tis half hornble stol
\dity m him nvolving too, as it appeared an all ramfving
heartlessness —yet was 1t oddly dashed at times, with an
old crutch hile, d b . Tot
unstreaked now and then with a certain gnzzled wittiness
such as mmght bave served to pass the time durng the
midnight watch on the bearded forecastie of Noah's arh
Y4 as 1t that thus old carpenter had been a hife long wanderer,
whose much rolling to and fro not onlv had gathered no
mo s but what is more had rubbed off whatever small
outward chngings tmight have onginally pertamned to him?
He was a stnipt abstract an unfractioned mtegral uncom
promised as a new born babe Dwving without premeditated
reference to this world or the next  You mught almost say
bat this strange uncompromsedness 1 hum 1nvolved a sort
of uninteiligence for m s numerous trades he did not
ceem to work so much by reason or by nstinct or simplvy
because he had been tutored to 1t or by any mtermuxture
of all these even or uneven hut merely by a land of deaf
and dumb  pontaneous hteral process He was a pure
mantpulater hts bram if he had ever had one must have
~arly cozed along into the muscles of ks fingers He was
{ih ¢ one of those unreasoming but stll hughly useful multim
i parvo Sheffield contrnvances assuming the exteror—
though a httle swelled—of a common poclet hmfe but
rontammg not only blades of vanous sizes but also screw
dnvers coth scresvs tweezers, awls pens rulers mad filers
countersinters  So 1f his supenors wanted to use the car
penter for a screw donver all thev had to do was o open
that part of lum, and the screw was fast or if for tweezets
tale i up by the legy and there they were
Yet, as previusly hinted this ommitooled open and shut
carpenter was after il no mere machie of an antomaton
1f he did not hase a common soul i him, he had a subtle
something that omehow anomalowsly did its duty  What
that was, whether essence of quich silver or a few drops of
hartshorn there 1s no tellmg  But there 1t was, and there
1t had abided for now some sisty years or more  And this
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it was tiis same unaccountable, cunning hfe pninciple in
him, this 1t was that kept um a great part of the time
solloquizing, but only lihe an unreasoming wheel which
also hummingly soliloquizes or rather his body was a
sentry box and this soltloquizer on guard there and talking
all the time to heep lumself awake

CHAPTER CVIIT
AHAB AND THE CARPENTFR
THE DECR—FIRST NIGHT WATCH

(Carpenter standing before hus vice benck aond by the light
of tuo lanterns busily filing the svory yoist for the leg
which jorst 15 firmly fired 1n the wice  Slabs of nory
leather straps pads screw and arious tools of all sorts
Uvng about the bench Foruard the red flame of the
forge 15 seen where the blacksmuth 15 at work )

Drat the file and drat the bone! That 1s hard which
should be <o soft and that 1s soft which should be hard
So we go who file old jaws and shi bones Lets try
another Aye now this works better (smeeves) Halloa
this bone dust 15 (snee es)—why Its (smecves)—yes is
(snee ex)—bless my soul 1t wont Jet me peak! This 1s
what an’ old fellow wets now for working 1 dead lumber
Saw 2 Iive tree and you don't get this dust amputate a
Ine hone and you dont get it (snee es) Come come
you old Smut, there bear a hand 1nd lets have that ferrule
and buckle screw 111 be ready for them presently  Lucky
Now (snee es) theres o hnee joint to make that mught
puzzle a hitle but 4 mere <hin bone—why 1t & easy as mak
mg hop poles only 1 should like to put 2 good fimsh on
Time time 1f 1 but only had the time T could tumn him out
as neat a leg now as ever (nee7et) scraped 10 a lady m 2
partlor The e buck }in Jegs and calves of lens I ve e
11 <hop windows wouldn t compare at alt  They .otk
they do and of course g:t}hmvmxllc, and have to be

tored ( neeves) with Quns Just Tike Iive
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There before T saw 1t off now, I must call hus old Mogul
ship and see whether the length will be all nght too short
if anything 1 guess Hal thats the heel we are n luck
here he comes or 1ts somebody else thats certan

Auar (adiaucing)
{During the cnst g swene the carpenter conbisves sneeung
at times)

Well manmaber!

Just mm time smir If the captam pleases 1 will now
mark the length Let me measure sir

Measured for a legl good Well, its not the first
time  About it! There keep thy finger on 1t This s a
cogent vice thou hast here carpenter let me feel ats gnp
once 8o, so 1t does pinch some

Oh sir 1t will breal, bones—beware beware!

No fear I like a good gnip I like to feel something m
this shippery world that can hold man  What s Prometheus
about there?—the blachsmith I mean—whats be about?

He must be forging the buckle screw sir, now

Right Its a partnershp he supplies the muscle part
He makes a fierce red flame there!

Aye sr he must have the white heat for his hand of
fine work

Umm  So he must I do deem it nrow a most meamng
thing that that old Greeh Prometheus who made men
they say should have been a blacksmith, and ammated
them with nte for whats made m fire must properly be
long to fire and so hell s probable How the soot flies!
This must be the remander the Greeh made the Africans of
Carpenter when he s through wath that buckle, tell him fo
forge a parr of steel shoulder blades theres a pedlar aboard
with 2 crushing pack

Sir?

Hold while Pron etheus 15 about 1t 111 order a complete
man after a desicable pattern  Imprimis fifty feet hugh in
hs ocks then chest modelled after the Thames Tunnel
then legs with roots to em to stay n one place, then arms
three feet through the wnist, no heart at all brass forehead,
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and about a quarter of an acre of fine brams and let me
see——shall T order eyes to see outwards? No but put a
shy light on top of s head to iflumunate mwards There
take the order and awav

Now whats he speahing about and who s he speaking to
Ishould Iike to know? Shall T heep standing here? (astde )

"Tis but indhfferent architecture to make a blind dome
Beres one Do mo no I must have a lantern

Ho hol Thats 1t hey? Here are two st one will
Serve my turn

What' art thou thrusting that thief-catcher nto my face
for man? Thrusted light 15 worse than presented pistols

I thought sir that you spoke to carpenter

Carpenter? why thats—but no —a very tdy and I
may say an extremely gentlemanlike ort of business thou
alﬂ l?n here carpenter —or would st thou rather worh i
clay

SiP—Clay? clay 1r? Thats mud we leave clay to
ditchers sir

The fellows impious' What art thou neezing about?

Bone 1, rather dusty sir

Take the hint then and when thou art dead never
bury thyself under lving people s noses

SirP—oh! ah'—I guess so —yes—oh dear!

Look ye carpenter I dare say thou callest thyself a rght
good worhmanlihe workman eh? Well then will 1t speak
thuroughly well for thy work 1f when I come to mount this
leg thou makest I shall nevertheless feel another leg m the
same identical place with it that 1s carpinter my old
lost leg the flesh and blood one I mean Canst thou not
drive that old Adam away?

Truly s I begin to understand somewhat now Yes
I have heard something curious on that score sir how that
a dismasted men nesver entirely loses the feeling of Ins old

par but st will be still priching lum at times May I hum
bly ash if 1t be really <o ir?

Tt 1 man Look put thy lse leg here in the place
where mine was so now here 1s only one distinct leg to
the eye yet two to the soul  Where thou feelest tingling ife
thereé exactly there there to  hair do I Ist a nddle?

-
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T should humbly call 1t a poser, sit

Hist then How dost thou know that some entire, hiv
mg thinking thing may not be invisibly and umnterpenetrat
ingly standing precisely where thou now standest, aye and
standing there n thy spite? In thy most solitary hours
then dost thou not fear eavesdroppers? Hold don t speak!
And of T still feel the smart of my crushed leg, though it
be now so long dissolved then why mayst not thou ecar
penter feel the fierv pams of hell for ever and without 2
body? Hah!

Good Lord'! Truly s af it comes to that I must cal
culate over agan I think I didn t carry a small figure, s

Look ye pudding heads should never grant prermses-—
‘How long before the leg 1s done?

Perhaps an hour sit

Bungle away at 1t then and bring 1t to me (turns fo 20)
Ob Life! Heére I am proud as Greeh god and yet stand
sng debtor to ths blockhead for a bone to stand ont Cursed
be that mortal nter indebtedness which will not do away
with ledgers I would be free as air and I m down n the
whole world s books I am so iich I could have given bid
for bid with the wealthiest Pretonans at the auctign of
the Roman empire (which was the world’s) and jet I
owe for the flesh i the tongue I brag with By heavens!
I get a crucible and mto it and di solve mvself down
to one small, compendious vertebrae So

CARPENTER (resuming his work)

Well, well welll  Stubb knows him best of all and
Stubb always says he queer says nothing but that one
sufficient hittle word queer hes queer says Stubb bes
queer—queer queer and heeps dinming it mnto Mr Star
buck all the time—queer—si—queer queer very queer
And heres brs legl  Yew now that I think of 1t heres hus
bed fellow] has a stick of whales jaw hone for a wifel
And this 1s bus leg hell stand on thus  What was that now
about one leg standing . three places and ali three places
standing 10 one hell—how was that? Ohi I dont wonde.
he looked 50 scornful at et Y'm a sort of strange thoughted



AHAB AND STARBUCK IN THE CABIN 469

sometimes they say but thats only haphazard like
Then a short hittle old body like me should never under
take to wade out into deep water with tall heron built cap-
tamns the water chucks you under the chin pretty quick
and there s a great cty for hfe boats  And here s the heron s
leg! long and shm sure enough! Now for mo t folks
one parr of legs lasts a hfetime and that must be because
they use them mercifully as a tender hearted old ladv uses
her roly poly old coach'horses But Ahab oh hes a hard
driver  Look driven one leg to death and spavined the
other for ife and now wears out bone legs by the cord

Halloa there you Smut! bear 2 hand there with those
screws and let s fim bt before the resurrection fellow comes
a calling with Ins horn for alt legs true or fake as brewery
men go round collectsng old beer barrels to fill em up 2gain

What a leg this 1s' It looks like a real live leg filed down
to nothing but the core hell be tanding on this to morrow

Le’ll be taking altitudes on 3t Halloa! T almost forgot
the little oval slate smoothed nory where he figures up
the latitude So so chuel file and sand paper now!

CHAPTER CIX
AHAB AND STARBUCK IN THE CABIN

AccorpINg to usige they were pumpmg the ship next
morning and lo! no inconsiderable oil came up with the
water the casks below must have sprung a bad leak Much
concern was shown and Starbuch went down nto the cabiy
to report this unfavorable affair

Now from the South and West the Pequod was drawing
migh to Formosa and the Bashee Isles between which lies
9ne of the tropical outlets from the China waters into the
Paciic  And o Starbuch found Ahab with a general chart
of the eriental archipelagoes pread before lym  and another
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separate one representing the long eastern costs of the
Japanese 1slands—Niphon Matsmar  and Sihoke  With
tus snow white new 1vory leg braced against the screwed
leg of his table, and with a_long prumng hook of a jack
Lmfe m ls hand, the wondrous oid man, with s back
+o the gangway door Wwas wrinkling his brow and tracing
115 old courses agam

\Who s there? hearing the footstep at the door but not
turning vound to it On dech! Begonel’

Captamn Ahab mustakes s I The oil n the hold
ss leakng st We must up Burtons and break out

Up Burtons and break out? Now that we are nearing
Japan heave to here for a week to tinber a parcel of otd
hoops?

Eather do that sir or waste in one day more o1l than we
may make good 1n 2 year W hat we come twenty thousand
miles to get 1s worth saving sir

Sotis oatis i wegetit

1 was speahing of the o1l 1 the hold sit’

And T was not sperkng or thinking of that at all
Begone! Let 1t leak! 1 m all aleak myself Aye! leahs 10
leaks! not only full of leahy cashs but those leaky cashs are
m a leaky ship and thats a far worse plight than the
Pequods man Vet I dont stop to plug my leah for who
can find 1t m the deep loaded bull or how hope to plug 1t
even 1f found in this lfes howlng gale? Starbuck! 11t
not have the Burtons hoisted

\Lhat will the owners say sic?

Let the owners stand on Nantuchet beach and outyel!
the Typhoons Vv hat cares \hab? Oswners owners? Thou
art always pratng to me Starbuch about those muserly
owners as if the owners were my conscience  But ook ye
the only real owner of anything 15 1ts commander  an
hark ye my conscience 1s in this ship » heel —On dech!’

Captam Ahab  said the reddeming mate moving further
into the cabin with a daring so strangely respectiul o
cautious that it almost seemed not only every way seehing
to avoid the slightest outward mantfestation of atself but
within also seemed more than half distrustful of steelf
better man thar T mught well pass over 1 thee what he
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would quickly enough resent 1 a younger man aye and in
a happier Captain Ahab

Dewils!  Dost thou then so much as dare to cntically
think of me?—On deck!

‘Day, sir, not yet 1 do entreat And I do dare sit—to
be forbeaning! Shall we not understand each other better
than hitherto Captain Ahab?

Ahab seized  loaded mushet from the rach (forming part
of most South Sea men s cabin furniture) and pomt ng 1t
towards Starbuch exclaimed  There 15 one God that 1s
Lord over the earth and one Captain that 1s lord over the
Tequod —On dech!

For an instant m the flashing eyes of the mate and s
fiery cheeks you would have almost thought that he had
really recenved the blaze of the levelled tube  But master
g his emotion he half calmly rose and as he quitted the
cabin paused for an mstant and said Thou hast out
raged not insulted me sir but for that I ask thee not to
beware of Starbuch thou wouldst but laugh but let Ahab
beware of Ahab beware of thyself old man

‘He waves brave but nevertheless obeys most careful
bravery that!” murmured Ahab as Starbuch disappeared

hat's that he suid— Ahab beware of Ahab—theres ome
thing there!  Then unconsciously using the mushet for 2
staff with an 1ron brow he paced to and fro m the httl
cabin but presently the thick platts of his forehead relaxed
and returning the gun to the rack he went to the deck

Thou art but too good a fellow Starbuck  he sad lowly
to the mate then raising Iis voce to the crew  Futl the
tgallant saily and close reef the top sails fore and aft
gﬂlc(l; the main yard up Burtons and break out m the mam

10]

It were perhaps vamn to surnuse exactly why 1t was that
as respecting Starbuck Ahab thus acted It may have been
afla b of honestv in him  or mere prudential policy which
under the circumstance impeniously forbade the shghtest
symptom of épen disaffection however transent, i the
important chief officer of his ship However 1t was hi
orders were executed and the Burtons were hoisted

ff
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CHAPTFR C\
QUEEQUEG TN 111§ COFFIN

Upon searching 1t was found that the cashs last struck
into the hold were perfectly <ound and that the leak must
be further off So 1t being calm weather, they brehe out
deeper and deeper disturbing the slumbers of the huge
ground tier butts and from that black mudnight seading
those gigantic moles into the davhght above So deep did
they go 1nd so ancient and cotroded and weedv the aspect
of the lowermost puncheons that you almost looked next
for some mouldy corner stone cash containing cows of
Captam Noah with copies of the posted placard vamly
warning the mfatuated old world from the flood Tierce
after tierce oo of water and bread and beef and shoohs
of staves and 1ron bundles of hoop were hoisted out till
at last the piled dechs were hard to get about, and the
hollow bull echoed under foot asaf you were treading over
empty catacomb and reeled and roiled m the ea lihe an
arr freighted demyohn  Fop heavy was the ship as @
dianerless student with all Anstotle in s head  Well was
1t that the Typhoons did not visit them then

Now at this time 1t was that mv poor pacan compamen,
and fast bo om friend Queequeg was seized with a fever
which brought hum mgh to his endless end

Bet said that m this vocation of whaling sinecures are
unknown digmty and danger go hind m hand, til you get
to be Captamn the higher you r1 e the harder you tol S0
with poor Queequeg who as harpooneer must not oly face
all the rage of the living whale but——as we have elsewhere
seen—mount his dead bacl 1n 2 rolling sea and finally
descend mto the gloom of the hold and ntterly sweatmg
all day 1n th1t subtertaneous confinement ye olutely man
handle the clum test casks and see to thewr stowage To
be short among whalemen, the harpooneers are the holders
so called

Poor Queequeg! when the ship was about half disem
bowelled you should have stooped over the hatchway and
peered down upon lum there, where stripped to his woollen
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drawers the tattooed savage was crawling about amid that
dampness and slime lke a green spotted hzard at the
bottom of a well And a well or an ice house it somehow
proved to him poor pagan where strange to say for all
the heat of his sweatings he caught a terrible chill which
lapsed mto a fever and at last after some davs suffering
Iaid him 1n hus hammock close to the very sill of the door
of death Fow he wa ted and wasted away 1n those few
lonp ingering days till there seemed but little left of um
but hus frame and tattoong  But as all else in him thinned
and his cheek bones grew shirper his eyes nevertheless
seemed growmng fuller and fuller they became of a strange
softness of lustre and mildly but deeply looked out at you
there from his sichness a wondrous testimony to that mm
mortal health 1n him which could not die_or be weahened
And Iike circles on the water which as they grow famnter
ewpand o his eyes seemed rounding and rounding lke the
nngs of Etermts An awe that cammot be named would
steal over you as you sat by the side of this wanmg savage
and saw as trange things 1n lus face as any beheld who
were bystanders when Zoroaster died For whatever 15
truly wondrous and fearful in man never yet was put to
wotds or books And the drawmg near of Death which alle
levels all alike mmpresses all with a last revelation which
only an author from the dead could adequately tell So
that—let us sav 1t again—no dying Chaldee or Greek had
ligher and holer thoughts than those whose mysterious
shades you aw creepmg over the face of poor Queequeg a.
he quietly lay 1 hus swaving hammock and the rolling sea
eemed gently roching fum to his final rest and the oceans
invisible flood trde Lifted him higher and ligher towards his
destined heaven

Not a man of the
Queequeg himseli wh

crew but gave him up and as for
at he thought of lus case was forcibly
shown by a curious favor he ashed ~He called onc to hum
m the grey morming watch when the day wa. just breaking
and tahing his hand said that while m Nantucket he had
chanced tg see certain httle canoes of darh wood iike the
nich war wood of Jus native 1sle and upon mquiry he had
learned that all whalemen who died 11 Nantucket were laid
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in those same datk canoes and that the fancy of beng so
laxd had much pleased lum for 1t was not unhike the custom
of his own race who after embalmmg a dead warrior
stretched um out 1 his canoe, and so left him to be floated
away to the starry archipelagoes for mot only do they
believe that the stars are 1sles but that far beyond all visible
horizons their own mild, uncontimented seas mterflow with
the blue heavens and so form the white breakers of the
milhy wav He added, that he shuddered at the thought of
‘being buried 1n his hammock according to the usual sea
custom tossed like something vile to the death devouring
sharhs No he desired a canoe like those of Nantucket
all the more congemal to hum being a whaleman, that lihe a
whale boat these coffin canoes were without a heel, though
that mvohved but uncertan steering and much lee way
adown the dim ages

Now when this strange circumstance was made known
aft the carpenter was at once commanded to do Queequegs
biddimg  whatever 1t mught mclude There was some
heathemsh coffin-colored old lumber aboard, which upen 2
long previous voyage had been cut from the abongmal
groves of the Lachaday 1slands aund from these darh. planks
the coffin was recommended to be made No sooner was
the carpented apprised of the order, than taking his rule he
forthwith with all the indifferent promptitude of his char
acter, proceeded nto the forecastle and took Queequegs
measure with great accuracy regularly chalking Queequeg s
person as he shifted the rule

Ahl poor fellow! hell have to die now,’ ejaculated the
Long Island <ailor

Gomg to his vice bench the carpenter for conyemience
sake and general reference now transfernngly measured on
1t the exact length the coffin was to be and then made the
transfer permanent by cutting two notches at its extremities
Th:i done he marshalled the planks and his tools and to
worl

VWhen the last nail was driven and the lid duly planed and
fitted he Lightly shouldered the coffin and went forward with
it mqunng whether they were ready for 1t yet in that
direction
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Overhearing the indignant but half humorous cries with
which the people on dech began to drive the coffin awav
Queequez to every ones consternation commanded that
the thing should be mstantly brought to lim nor was there
any denying him  seeing that of all mortals some dymng
men are the most tyrannical and certamly since they wll
shortly trouble us _o lttle for evermore the poor fellows
ought to be indulged

Leaning over m s hammock Queequeg long regarded
the coftin with an attentne eye He then called for hus
barpoon had the wooden stoch drawn from it and then
had the 1ron part placed 1 the coftn along with one of the
paddles of lus boat  All by his own request also biscuits
were then ranged round the sides within a flask of fresh
water was placed at the head and a small bag of woody
earth scraped up in the hold at the foot and a piece of
sailcloth bemg rolled up for a pilow Queequeg now en
treated to be lifted into s final bed that he might make trial
of s comforts 1f any 1t had He lay without moving 1 few
finutes then told one to go to s bag and brng out his
little god Yojo Then crossing s arms on his breast with
Y0)0 between” he called for the coffin hid (hatch he called 1t)
fo be placed over lim  The head part turned over with a
leather hinge and there lay Queequeg in s coffin with
little but his composed countenance 1 wiew  Rarmai
{1t will do 1t 15 easy ), he murmured at last and signed ta
be repla~~d in his hammock

But ere this was done Pip who had been shly hovering
near by all this while drew mgh to h:m where he lay and
with soft obbings took him by the hand 1n the other

olding hry tambourme

Poor rover! will ve never have done with all this weary
foving? where go ye now? But 1if the currents carry ye to
those sweet Antilles where the beaches e only beat with
water Lilies will ve do one Iittle errand for me? Seek out
one Pip who's now been missing Jong I thmk he s m those
far Antilles  1f ye find hum then comfort hum for he must
be very sad for look! hes left his tambourme behind —I
foundst  Rigadig chg dig! Now, Queequeg die,-snd
11 bey ye your dying march
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“I have heard ” murmured Starbuck gazing down the
scuttle  that n violent fevers men all ignorance have
talked 1n ancent tongues and that when the mystery 1s
probed 1t turns out always that m therr wholly forgotten
childhood those ancient tongues had been really spoken
thew hearing by some lofty scholars  So to my fond faith
poor Pip in this strange sweetness of his lunacy brings
heavenly vouchers of all our heavenly homes W here
learned he that but there?—Hark! he speaks agam, but
more wildly now

Form two and two! Lets make a General of im! Ho,
wheres his harpoon? Lay 1t across here—Ruiga dig dig
dipl huzzal Oh for 2 game coch now to sit upon his head
and crow! Queequeg dies game!—nmund ye that Queequeg
dies gamel—take ye good heed of that Queequeg dies
gamel I say game game game' but bace httle Pip he
died 2 coward died all a shiver —out upon Pip!  Hark ye,
# ye find Pip tell all the Antilles he s a runanay 2 coward
a toward a coward! Tell them he jumped from a whale
boat! 1d never beat my tambourine over base Pip and
hail him General 1f he were once more dymg here No nof
shame upon all cowards—shame upon them' Let em go
ﬂm\vn'hke Pip that jumped from a whale boat  Shame!

ame

During all this Queequeg lay with closed eves asif in a
dream  Pip was led away and the sich man was replaced
n his hammock

But now that he had apparently made eve reparation
for death now that his coffin \\as} proved a grgog ﬁl:uQuee
queg suddenly rallied soon there seemed no need of the
carpenter s box and thereupon when ome cxpressed therr
delighted surprice he 1n substance smd that the cauce of
Iis sudden convalescence was this —at a eri scal moment,
he had just recalled a little duty ashore which he was
leaving undone and therefore had changed his mind about
dying he could not die yet he avetred They a_ked lim
then whether to live or die was a matter of his own sovereren
will and pleasure  He answered certuinly In a word 1t
was Queequeg s conceit that 1f 2 man made up his mind
to Ine mere sichness could not kill him nothing but a
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whale or a gale, or some violent ungovernable unintelligent
destroyer of that sort

Now there 15 this noteworthy difference between savage
and chilized that while a wch cvilized man may be sty
months convalescing, generally speaking a sich savage 1
almost half well agamn na day So n good time my Quee
queg ganed strength and at length after sitting on the
windlass for a few ndolent days (but eating with a vigorous
appetite) be suddenly leaped to his feet threw out his arms
and legs gave lumself a good stretching yawned a hittle bit
and then springing into the head of hi> hoited boat anc
potsing a harpoon, pronounced himself fit for a fight

With a wild whimsine s he now used his coffin for a sea
chest and emptying into 1t his canvas bag of clothes set
them n order there Many spare hours he spent 1n carving
the Iid with all manner of grotesque figures and drawings
and 1t seemed that hereby he was strving 1n his rude way
to copy parts of the twisted tattoomg on his body And
this tattooing had been the work of a departed prophet and
et of his 1sland who by those hieroglyphic marks had
Wtten out on his body a complete theory of the heavens
and the earth and a mystical treatise on the art of attamt
g truth  so that Queequeg 1n his own proper person was 2
nddle to unfold a wondrous work mn one volume but whose
mysteries not even himself could read though lus own hve
heart beat agamnst them and these mvstertes were there
fore destmed m the end to moulder away with the hving
parchment whereon they were mscribed and so be unsolved
to the last And this thought 1t must have been which
<uggested to Ahab that wild exclamation of his when on¢
mOrning turning away from surveying poor Queequeg— Oh
devilish tantalization of the gods'

CHAPTER C:I
THE PACIFIC
When ghding by the Bashee sles we emerged at Tast

upon the great South Sea were it not for other things 1ol
could hawg:;reeted my dear Pacific with uncounted thanks
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for now the long supplication of my vouth was answered,
that serene ocean rolled eastwards from me a thousand
leagues of blue

There 15 one hnows not what sweet mystery about this
tea whose gently awful strrings seem to spedk of some
hidden <oul beneath like those fabled undulations of the
Epbestan sod ovet the buried Evangelist St John And
meet 1t 1s that over these sea pastures wide rolling watery
praines and Potters Fields of all four contments the
wares should nse and fali and ebb and flow unceasmgly
for here mullions of mixed shades and shadows drowned
dreams somnambulbisms reveries all that we call Ines and
souls he dreaming dreaming still tossing like siumberers
m their beds the ever rolling waves but made so by their
restlessness

To any meditative Magian rover this serene Pacific once
beheld must ever after be the sea of his adoption Tt rolls
the midmost waters of the world, the Indian ocean and
Atlantic bewng but its arms  The same waves wash the
moles of the new bwilt Californin towns but yesterday
planted by the recentest race of men and lave the faded but
still gorgeous sharts of Asaatic lands older than Abraham,
while all between float milky ways of coral isles and Jow
lying endless unhnown Archipelagoes and impenetrable
Japans  Thus this mysterious divine Pacific zones the
world s whole bulk about makes all coasts ane bay to it,
seems the tide beating heart of earth Lifted by those
eternal swells you needs must own the seductive £0d,
bowing your head to Pan

But few thoughts of Pan stirred Abab s brain as standing
Tike an rron statue at his accustomed place beside the mizen
nigging, with one nostnl he unthinkingly snuffed the sugary
mush from the Bashee 1sles (in whose sweet woods mk
lovers must be walking) and with the other comsciously
mhaled the salt breath of the new found sea that sea In
which the hated White Whale must even then be swimming
Launched at length upon these almost final waters and
ghding towards the Japanese cruising ground the ofd mans
purpose intensified 1tself  His firm lips met like the hips
of a vice the Delta of his forehead s vemns swelled like
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overladen brooks, 1 lus very sleep his mnging ery ran
through the vaulted hull  Stern alll the White W hale SpoLts
thiek blood |

CHAPTER Cx\II
THE BLACKRSMITH

AVAILING himself of the mild summer-cool weather that
how reigned n these latitudes and in preparation for the
Peculiarly active pursits shortly to be anticspated Perth
the begrimed blistered old blachsmith had not removed
Bis portable forge to the hold again  after concluding hs
contributory work for Ahabs leg but still retaned 1t on
dech fast lushed to ringbolts by the foremast being now
almost incessantly mvoked by the beadsmen and har
Doaneers and bowsmen to do some Lttle job for them alter
g or repairing or new shaping their various weapons and
boat furmture  Often he would be surrounded by an eager
arcle all warting to be served holding boat pades pihe
beads harpoons and lances and jealously watchig bis
every sooty movement as he toled Nevertheless this old
Mans was a pattent hammer wielded by a patient arm No
Murmur no impatience 1o petulance did come from im
Slent slow and solemn bowing over still further s
chronically brohen back he torled away as if toil were hife
Uself, and the heavy heating of his hammer the heavy beat
g of us heart And so 1t was —Most muserable!

A peculiar walk m this old man a certam shght but
Pawful appearing yawing 1n his gait_bad at an early period
of the voyage excited the curosity of the marmers  And to
the importunity of their persisted questionings he had
finally given 1~ and so 1t came to pass that every one now
knew the shameful story of his wretched fate

Belated and not innocently one bitter winter s midnight
On the road runmng between two country towns the black
Smuth half stupidly felt the deadly numbness stealing over
him ang sought refuge 1n a leamng dilapidated barn  The
3 ue was the loss of the extremties of both feet Qut nf/_.,
this revelation part by part at last came out the four

"
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of the gladness, and the one long and as yet uncatastrophied
fifth act of the grief of his Iife s drama

He was an old man who, at the age of nearly sixty had
postponedly encountered that thing m sorrow s technicals
called ruin  He had been an artisairof famed excellence,
ana with plenty to do owned a house and garden embraced
a youthful daughter like, loving wife and three blithe,
ruddy children every Sunday went to a cheerful looking
church planted n a grove But one mght under cover of
darkness, and further concealed 1 a most cunmng disguise
ment a de perate burglar shd into his happy home and
tobbed them all of everythng And darker yet to tell, the
blacksmith himself did 1gnorantly conduct this burglar mto
tus family s heatt It was the Bottle Conyuror] Upon the
opening of that fatal cork forth flew the fiend and shrivelled
up s home Now, for prudent most wise and economic
reasons the blachsmuths shop was i1n the basement of s
dwelling but with a separate entrance to it so that always
had the young and loving healthy wife histened with no
unhappy nervousness but with wvigorous pleasure to the
stout ninging of her young armed old husbands hammer,
whose reverberations muffled by passing through the floors
and walls came up to her not unsweetly mn her nursery
and so to stout Labors iron Iuilaby ~the blacksmiths
mnfants were rocked to slumber

woe on woe! Oh Death why canst thou not some

times be timely? Hadst thou taken this old blachstmth to
thyself ere hus full nun came upon lim then had the young
widow had a delicious grief and her orphans a’ truly
venerable legendary sire to dream of in therr after years
and all of them a care hillng competency But Death
pluched down some virtuous elder brother on whose
whisthng daily toil solely hung the responsibilities of some
other family and left the worse than useless old man
standing til the ldeous rot of life should make Im easter
to harvest

TWhy tell the whole? The blows of the basement hammer
every day grew more and miore between and each blow
every day grew fainter than the last the wife sat frozen
at the window with tearless eyes ghtteringly gazing mto
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the weeping faces of her children the bellows fell the forge
choked up with cinders the house was sold the mother
dived down Into the long church vard grass her children
twice followed her thither and the houseless familyless
old man staggered off 2 vagabond in crape his every woe
unreverenced s grey head a scorn to flazen curls!

Death seems the only desirable sequel for a career hle
this but Death 1s only a launching mto the region of the
strange Untried 1t 1s but the first salutation to the posst
bilities of the immense Remote the Wild the Watery, the
Unshored, therefore to the death longing eyes of such men
who stll have left 1n them some 1ntemor compunctions
agamst swade does the all contributed and all receptive
ocean allunngly pread forth his whole plan of ummagia
able, taking terrors and wonderful new hfe adventures
and from the hearts of infimte Pacifics the thousand mer
maids sing to them— Come hither broken hearted bere 1s
another hfe withont the guilt of intermediate death here
are wonders supernatural without dymg for them Come
hithert bury thyself mn a ltfe which to your now equally
abhorred and abhorring landed world 1s more oblivious
than death Come hither' put up £ky grave stone too
withn the churchyard 2and come hither till we marry thee!

Hearkenimg to these voices East and Wust by early sun
n1se and by fall of eve the blacksmith s soul responded, Aye

come! And so Ferth went a whaling

CHAPTER CAIH
THE FORGE

Wars matted beard and swathed n a brsthng shath. skin
apron about mud day Perth was standing between hus forge
and ansal the latter placed upon n sron wood log with one
band holding a pike head 1n the coals and with the other
at lus forge s lungs when Captain Ahab came along carry
g 1n hus hand & small rusty looking leatbern bag  While
¥et a little dhstance from the forge moody Ahab paused til
at last Perth withdrawing hus iron from the fire began
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hammenng 3t upon the anvil—the red mass sending off the
sparks 1 thick hovering flights some of which flew close to
Ahab

¢ Are these thy Mother Carey s chickens, Perth? they are
always flymg 1n thy wake birds of good omen too but not
to alt —look here  they burn, but thow—thou hiv’st among
them without a scarch

Because I am scorched all over Captamn Ahab’ answered
Perth resting for a moment on his hammer I am past
scorching not easily can st thou scorch a scar *

Well well no more Thy shrunk voice sounds too
calmly sanelv woful to me  In no Paradise mvself I am
impatient of all misery in others that 1s not mad  Thou
should st go mad blacksmith say, why dost thou hot go
mad? How canst thou endure without being mad? Do
the heavens yet hate thee that thou can st not go made—
What wert thou mahing there?

Welding an old pike head sir there were eams and
dents m 1t

And canst thou make 1t all smooth again blacksmmth
after such hard usage as it had?

1 think 5o, sir

And 1 suppose thou canst smoothe almost any seams
and dents pever mind how hard the metal blachsmuth?

Aye sir Ithmk I can all seams and dents but one’

Look ye here then cried Ahab passionately advancing
snd Jeanmg with both hands on Perth s shoulders ¢ look ye
here—#kere—can ye smoothe out a seam Iihe this blach
smuth  sweeping one hand across s ribbed brow *if thou
could st blacksmuith glad enough would I lay my head
upon thy anvil and fee! thy heaviest hammer between my
eyes Answer' (anst thou smoothe this seam?

Oh! that 15 the one, sir! Saxd I not all seams and dents
put one?

Aye blachsmith 1t 13 the one aye man 1t 15 unsmooth
gble for though thou only see st 1t here in my flesh 1t has
worked down 1nto the bone of my shull—taz ys all wrinkles
But away with child s play no more gaffs ang pikes to day
Look ye here! jinghing the leathern bag as af 1t were full
of gold coms I too want a barpoon made one that a
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thousand yole of fiends could mot part Perth something
that will sck 1n a whale Lke his own fin bone  There o
the stuff fhnging the pouch upon the anvil  Look ye
blachsmth these are the gathered nail stubbs of the steel
shoes of racing harses

Horse shoe stubbs sir? Why Captain Ahab thou hast
here then the best and stubbornest stuff we blacksmuths
ever worh’

I know 1t old man these stubbs will weld together ke
glue from the melted bones of murderers Quick’ forge me
the harpoon  And forge me first twelve rods for its shank
then wind and twist_and hammer these twelve together Iike
the yams and strands of a tow lme  Quick! Y blow the

T

When at last the twelve rods were made Ahab tried them
one by one by spiralling them with his own hand round a
long ‘heavy iom bolt A flaw! rejecting the last one

Work that over again Perth

This done Perth was about to begin welding the twelve
Into one when Ahab staved his hand and sard he would
weld his own aron  As then with regular gasping hems he
bammered on the anvil Perth passing to him the glowing
Tods after the other and the hard pressed forge shoot
I0g up 1ts intense strasght flame the Parsee passed silently
and bowing over his head towards the fire seemed invoking
Some cur e or some blessing on the tol But as Ahab
fooked up he shd a e

What s that bunch of lucifers dodging about there for?
Muttered Stubb Jooking on from the forecastle That
arsee smells fire ke a fusee and smells of 1t hunself Iike
2 hot mushet s pownder pan

At last the shg(:xk 1n one complete rod recaved its final
Beat and as Perth to temper 1t plunged 1t all hissing ito
the cask of water near by the scalding steam shot up into
Ahab s bent face

Would st thou brand me Perth? wncing for a moment
With the pain  have I been but forging my own branding
ron  then?

Pray God not that yet I fear something Captamr=

Shab T not ths harpoon for the White Whale? 7

rd

/
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“For the white fiend! But now for the barbs, thou must
make them thyself man Here are my razors—the best
of steel here and make the barbs sharp as the needle sleet
of the Icy Sea

For a moment the old blachsmith eyed the razors as
though he would fam not use them

Take them man I have no need for them, for I now
nesther shave sup nor pray till—but here—to work!

Fashioned at last into an arrowy shape and welded by
Perth to the shank the steel soon pomnted the end of the
won and as the blacksmuth was about giving the barbs
their final heat prior to tempenng them he cried to Ahab to
place the water cask near

No no—-no water for that T want 1t of the true death
temper  Ahoy there! Tashtego Queequeg Daggoo!
What say ye pagans' Vil ye gnve me as much blood as
will cover this barb?’ holding 1t high up A cluster of
dark nads teplied, Xes Three punctures were made m the
teathen flesh, and the White Whales barbs were then
tempered

Ego non bapttzo te in nomwne patns sed 1 momine
diabol!  deliriously howled Ahab as the malignant iron
scorchingly devoured the baptismal blood

Now mustering the spare poles from belaw and selecting
one of hichory with the bark stifl ivestmg 1t Ahab fitted
the end to the socket of the won A coil of new tow line
was then unwound and some fathoms of it taken to the
windlass and stretched to a great tension  Pressing his foot
upon 1t till the rope hummed lhe a harp-string then
eagerly bending over 1t, and seemg no strandings Ahab
exclammed  Good! and now for the setzings’

At one extremity the rope was unstranded and the
separate spread yarns were all braided and woen round the
sochet of the harpoon the pole was then driven hard up
1nto the socket from the lower end the rope was traced half
way along the poles length and firmly secured so wit
ter twisttng of twne  This done pole srom, and rope—
ke the Three Fates—remamed iseparable and Ahab
moodily stalked away with the weapon the sound of his
jvory leg and the sound of the hickory pole both hollowly
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nnging along every plank  But ere he entered hus cabin a
hght unnatural half bantening yet most piteous sound was
heard Oh! Pip thy wretched laugh thy idle but unresting
eye all thy strange mummeries not unmeanmgly blended
with the black tragedy of the melancholy ship and
mocked it!

CHAPTER C\IV
THEL GILDCR

PENETRATING further and further into the heart of the
Japanese cruising ground the Pequod was <oon all astir 1
the fishery Often in mild pleasant weather for twelve
fifteen exghteen and twenty hours on the stretch tbey were
engaged in the boats steadily pulling or sailmg or paddling
after the whales, or for an interlude of sixty or seventy
minutes calmly awaiting therr uptising  though with but
small success for thewr pawns

At such times under an abated sun afloat all day upon
smooth slow heaving swells seated m lus boat hght asa
birch canoe and so sociably mixing with the soft waves
themselves that like hearth stone cat they purr against the
gunwale these are the times of dreamy quictude when be
holding the tranquil beauty and brilancy of the oceans
skin_ one forgets the tiger heart that pants beneath 1t and
would not willingly remember that this velvet paw but
conceals a remorseless fang

These are the times when 1 his whale boat the rover
softly feels a certam filial confident land ke feehng
towards the sea that he regards 1t s <o much flowery earth
and the distant ship revealing only the tops of her ma 1S
seems strugglng forward mot through high rollmg waves
but through the tall grass of a rollin prame as when the
Western emigrants_horses only show their erected ears while
therr hidden bodies widely wade through the amazmng
Verdure

The long drawn virgin vales the muld blue hill sides as
over these there steals the hush the hum you almost
swear that play wearted cluldren le sleeping 12 these solt

Vian o "N
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tudes, in some glad May time, when the flowers of the
woods are plucked  And all thi, mixes with your most
mystic mood, so that fact and fancy, half way meetng
mterpenetrate and form one seamless whole

Nor diud such soothing scenes however temporary, fail
of at feast as temporary an eftect on Ahab  But if these
secret golden keys did seem to open 1 him his own secret
polden treasuries yet did his breath upon them prove but
tarn hin,,

Oh grassy glades! oh ever vernal endless landscapes
the soul wn ye —though long parched by the dead drought
of the earthly hfe —n ye men yet may roll hke young
horses m new morning clover and for some few fleetmg
moments feel the cool dew of the hfe immortal on them
Would to Cod these blessed calms would last But the
oungled minghng threads of lfe are woven by warp and
woof  calms crossed by storms a storm for every calm
There 15 no steady unretracing progress m this ife we do
fot advance through fixed gradations and at the It one
pawse —through infancy s unconscious spell bovhood s
thoughtless faith adolescence doubt (the common doom)
then scepticism  then dsbelef resting at last 1n manhood s
pondering repase of If  But once gone through we trace the
round agam and are infants boys and men, and Ifs
eternally - Where hes the final harbor whence we unmoor
o mote? In what rapt ether auls the world of which the
:reanest will never weary? Where 1s the foundling s father

tdden? Our souls are Nike those orphans whose unwedded
mothers die in bearing them the secret of our patermitv
fies n thewr grave and we must there to Jearn st

And that same day too, gazing far down from s boats
side 1nto that same golden sea Starbuck lowly murmured —

Lovelness unfathomable a3 ever lover saw 1n hus young
brides eve! —Tell me not of thy teeth tiered sharbs and
thy ladnapping canmbal ways Tet fath oust fact let
fancy oust memory I look deep duwn and do beberve

And Stubb fish ble wth sparkling scale, leaped up n
that same golden light —

‘1 am Stubb and Stubb has hs history but here Stubb
takes oaths that he has always been 1ollyt
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CHAPTLR C\V

THE PEQUOD MEEYS THE BACHELOR

AND Jolly encugh were the sights and the sounds that
came bearing down befere the wind some few weeks after
Ahab s harpoon had bren welded

It was a Nantuchet ship the Bachelor which had just
wedged 1n her Iast cash of o1l and bolted down her burstuig
hatches and now m glad holiday apparel was joyou ly
thouzh somewhat vamn glorously sathing round among the
widely separated stips on the ground previous to pointin,
her prow for home

The three men at her mast head wore long streamers of
narrow red bunting at their hats {rom the stern a whale
boat was suspended bottom down and hanging captive
from the bow.pnit was secn the long lower Jaw of the last
whale they had slan  Siznals epsigns and jacks of alt
colors were flying from her riggmg on every side Side
%ays Jashed mn each of her three basketed tops were two
barrels of perm above which In her top-mast cross trees
you saw slender breabers of the same precious flud and
natled to her mam truch was a brazen lamp

As was afterwards learned the Bachelor had met with
the most surprising success all the more wonderful for that
while cruisimg n the same seas numerous other vessels had
gone entire months without securing a smele fish ™ot
only had barrels of beef and bread been given away to mahe
foom for the far more valuable sperm but additional supple
mental ca Ls had been bartered far from the ships she had
met and these were stowed along the dect and m the
captains and officers state rooms Even the cabm table
Utself had been hrocked mto hindiing wood and the cabin
me s dined off the broad head of an o:l butt lashed down to
the floor for a centerpiece  1n the forecastle the .atlors had
actually caulked and pu ched their chests and filled them
1t was humorou ly added that the cook had clapped 4 head
on his largest boiler and filled 1t that the steward had
Plugged hiy spare coffee pot and filled 1t that the bar
Pooneers had headed the sockets of their wons and fillsd

pe—
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them that indeed everything was filled with sperm except
the captain s pantaloons pockets and those he reserved to
thrust s hands mto, 1 self complacent tesimony of s
entire satisfaction

As this glad ship of good luck bore down upon the maody
Pequod the barbaran sound of enormous drums came 1rom
her foreca.tle and drawng still nearer a crowd of her men
were seen standing round her huge try pots which covered
with the parchment like poke or stomach shin of the blach
fish gave forth a loud roar to every stroke of the clenched
hands of the crew On the guarfer-dech the mates and
harpooneers were dancing with the olive hued girls wha had
eloped with them from the Polynesian Isles while su pended
m an ornamental boat firmly secured aloft between the
foremast and mainmast three Long Island negroes, with
ghittering fiddle bows of while nory were presiding over
the hilanous g Meanwhsle others of the ships company
were tumultuously busy at the masonry of the try works,
from which the huge pots had been removed You would
have almost thought they were pulling down the cursed
Bastille such wild cries they rased as the now useless brick
and mortar were bemg hurled 1to the sea

Lord and master over all this scene the captam stood
erect on the ships elevated quarter.dech so that the whole
rejoseing drama was full before lum and seemed merely
contrived for s own individual diversion

And Ahab he too was standing on his quarter dech, Shrggy
and blwck with 3 stubborn gloom and as the two ships
crossed each others wakes—one all jubilations for things
passed the other 3ll forebodin, s as to things to come~thesr
two captains m themeelves impersonated the whole stnking
contrast of the cene

¢Come aboard come aboard! cried the gay Bachelor s
commander, hiting a gla s and a bottle 1n the air

¢ Hast seen the White Whale? pritted Ahab in reply

“No only heard of um but don t beheve n hum at all,”
smd the other good humoredly Come abozrd!
“Thou art too damned jolly Saif on Hast lost any
men?’

Not enough to speak of—two 1slanders that s all —but
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come aboard old heartv, come along IJI soon take that
black from your brow Come along will ye {merrys the
Play), a full ship and homeward bound

‘ How wondrous famnliar 1s a fooll muttered Ahab then
aloud ‘Thou art a full ship and homeward bound thou
Sayst well, then, call me an empty ship and outward bound
0 go thy wavs and I will mme Forward there! Set all
sl and heep her to the windl

And thus while the one ship went cheenly before the
breeze the other stubbornly fought agamst 1t 1nd so the
%0 vescels parted the crew of the Peguod looking wth
grave ILingering glances towards the reveding Bachelor but
the Bachelor s men mever heeding their gaze for the lively
Teselry they were in  And as Ahab leaning over the taffrail
eyed the homeward bound crft he took from his pocket a
small vial of sand and then looling from the ship to the
vial seemed thereby bringing two remote associations to
gether for that vial was filled with Nantucket soundings

CHAPTEP (\VI
THE DYING WHALE

Nor seldom 1n this hfe when on the nght side fortune s
favorites sail close by us we though all adroop before catch
Somewhat of the rushing breeze and joyfully feel our
bagging sauls fill out  So seemed 1t with the Pequod Tor
Bext day after encountenng the pay Bichelor whales were
Seen and four were slain  and one of them by Ahab

It wa far down the aiternoon and when all the spearings
of the crimson fight were done and floating 1 the lovely
Sunset sea and skv sun and while both stilly died together
then such a sweetne s and such plamtiveness such 1n
“reathing orisons curled up in that rosy ar that 1t almost
seemed as 1f far over from the deep yreen convent valleys of
the Manglla 1<des the Spamsh land breeze wantonly turned
Sailor had gone to sea fresghted with these vesper hymns

Soothed agamn but only soothed to deeper gloom Ahab
%ho had sterned off from the whale, sat wtently watching
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his final wanings from the now tranquil boat For that
strange <pectacle observable 1n all sperm whales dymg-——the
turning sunwards of the head, and so expinng—that strange
spectacle beheld of such a placid evening somehow to Ahab
conveyed a wondrousness unhnown before

He turns and turns him to 1t —how slowly, but how
steadfastly his homage rendering and invoking brow, with
his last dying motions He too worships fire most faithful,
broad baromal vassal of the sun!-—Oh that these too
favoring eyes should see these too favormg 1ghts Look!
here far water locked bevond all hum of human weal or
woe 1n these most candid and impartial seas where to
traditions no rocks furnish tablets where for long Chinese
ages the billows have still rolled on speechless and unspohen
to as stars that shine upon the Nigers unknown source,
here too life dies sunwards full of faith but see! no sooner
dead than death whirls round the corpse and it heads some
other way —

Oh_thou dark Hindoo half of nature who of drowned
bones hast builded thy separate throne somewhere 1 the
heart of these unverdured seas thou art an mfidel, thou
queen and too truly speahest to me in the wide slaughter
ing Typhoon and the hushed bural of 1ts after calm ~ Nor
has this thy whale sunwards turned his dymg head and
then gone round agam without a lesson to me

Oh trebly hooped and welded hip of power! Oh high
espiing rainbowed jet!~—that one strnvest, this one jettest
Al invam' Tnvam oh whale dost thou seeh intercedings
with yon all-quickening sun that only calls forth life but
gies 1t not again Vet dost thou darker half rock me with
a prouder 1f a darker faith  All thy wnnamable imminglmgs
float beneath me here I am huoyed by breaths of once
hving things evhaled as air but water now

“Then hail for ever hal O <ea m whose eternal tossings
the nild fon] finds his only rest  Born of earth yet suchled
by the sea though hill and valley mothered me’ ye billows
2re my foster brothers!
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CHAPTER C\VII

THE WHALE WATCH

Txe four whales sl that evening had died wide apart
one far to windward one less distant to feeward one
abead one astern The<e Jast three were brought alongside
ete mghtfall but the windwnard one could not be reached
till mormng and the boat that had hilled 1t lay by its side
all might and that boat was Ahab’s

The waif pofe was thrust upnght into the dead whales
spout hole and the lantern hanging from 1its top cast a
troubled fischering glare upon the black glossy back and
far out upon the midmght wases which gently chafed the
whales broad flank like soft surf upon a beach

Ahab and all his boat s crew seemed asleep but the Pirsee
who crouching 1n the bow sat watching the sharks that
pectrally played round the while and tapped the light
cedar planks with therr tals A sound Jike the moaning m
squadrons over A phaltites of unforgiven ghosts of Gomor
tah tan shuddenng through the air

Started from his stumbers Ahab face to face saw the
Parsee and hooped round by the gloom of the mght they
seemed the last men 1n & flooded world I have dreamed 1t
agam  said he

“Of the hearses? Have I not said old man that neither

earse not coffin can be thine?

¢ And who are hearsed that die on the sea?

*But T szid old man that ere thou couldst die on ths
voyage two hearses must venly be seen by thee on the sea
the fir ¢ not made by mortal hands and the visible wood of
the last one must be grown m Ametica

Ave avel astrange sight that Parseel—a hearse and its
plumes floating over the ocean with the waves for the pall

rers Ha! Such a sight we shall not _oon see

Believe 1t or not thou can.t not die tull 1t be seen old
man
‘An as that saying about thy-elf?

‘nf,‘u;?‘,t T e lasi T sball still go before thee
thy pilat
o

o
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“And when thou art so gone before—if that ever befall—
then ere I can follow thou must still appear to me to pilot
me still?—Was 1t not 0? Well then, did T believe all ye
say oh my pilot! T have here two pledges that I shall yet
slay Moby Dick and survive 1t

Take another pledge old man’ said the Parsee, as bis
eyes highted up like fire flies 1 the gloom-—*“Hemp only can
kil thee

The gallows ve mean —I am immortal then on land
and on sea cried Ahab with a laugh of dension —Im
mortal on land and on seal’

Both were silent agan as one man The grey dawn
came on and the slumbering crew arose from the boats
bottom and ere noon the dead whale was brought to the
ship

CHAPTER CAVIII
THF QUADRANT

THE _ea on for the Lme at length drew near and every
day when Ahab coming from Ihis cabin cast his eyes aloft,
the vigllant helmsman would ostentatiously handle s
spokes and the eager marners quickly run to the braces,
and would stand there with all their eves centrally fixed on
the nailed doubloon mpatient for the order to point the
ship s prow for the equator In good time the order came
It was hard upon high noon and Ahab seated in the bows
of his hugh hosted boat was about taking his wonted daily
ob ervation of the sun to determine Ius latitude

Now m that Japanese sea, the days in summer ate 38
freshets of effulgences  That unbhinkingly wivid Japanese
otm seems the blazing focus of the glassy ocean s immeasur
able burnin glass  The <ky lonks lnequered clouds there
are none the horizan floats and this nakedness of unte
lieved raciance 1s 2s the msufferable splendors of Gods
throne  Well thit Ahabs quadrant was furmished with
colored gla e« through which to take sight of that soltr fire
So swinging his seated form to the roll of the ship, and with
his astrological looking instrument placed to hus eye, be
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remained s that posture for some moments to catch the
precise nstant when the sun should gain its prectse mend
1zn  Veantime while lis whole attention was ab orbed
the Parsee was Lneeling beneath him on the <hip s deck and
with face thrown up lihe Ahabs was evein, the same sun
with lim only the hd of his eyes half hooded herr orbs
and his wild face was subdued to an earthly passionlessness
At length the desired observation was taken and with his
pencif upon his mvory lez Ahab oon calculated what his
latitude must be at that precsse in tant  Then falling 1nto a
moment’s revery he again fooked up towards the sun and
murmured to himself Thou sea markh thou high and
mighty Pilot’ thou telle t me truly where I am—but canst
thou cast the least hint where I shall be? Or canst thou tell
where <ome other thine be ides me 15 this moment hune?
Where 15 Moby Dich? This mstant thou must be eyem,
him  These eyes of mme looh 1nto the very eve that 1> even
now beholding him aye and nto the eye that 1s even now
equally beholding the objects on the uzhnons thither side
of thee thou sun!

Then gazing at lus quadrant _and handling one after the
other 1ts pumerous cabahstical contrivances he ponder
agam and muttered Foolish toy! babies playtune of
haughty Admirals and Commoderes and Captains  the
world brags of thee of thy cunning and mught but what
after all canst thou do but tell the paor pitiful pomt where
thou thyself happenest to be on thyy vaede planet and the
hand that holds thee no! pot one Jot more' Thou canst
ot tell where one drop of water of one gramn of .and will
be to morrow noon and vet with thy mpotence thou
msultest the sun! Science! Curse thee thou vain toy an
cursed be all the things that cast mans €yes aloft to that
bBeaven whose live vividness but scorches hum as these old
eyes are even now scorched with thy hght O sun' Level by
nature to this earth s horizon ate the glances of man s €yes
not shot from the crown of his head as if God bad meant
im to gaze on hus firmament  Cur € thee thou quadrant!
dashing 1t to the dech  no longer will I gwde my earthly
way by thee the level ship s compa.s and the Tevet dead
teckomng by log and by lne fhese shall conduct me and
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show me my place on the sea  Aye’ lighting from the boat
to the deck thus I trample on thee thou paltry thing that
feebly pomntest on ugh thus I split and destroy thee!”

As the frantic old man thus spoke and thus trampled with
tus live apd dead feet a sneering tnumph that seemed
meant for Ahab and a fatalistic despair that seemed meant
for himseli—the e passed over the mute motionless Yarsees
face Unobserved he rose and glded away while, awe-
struch by the aspect of therr commander the seamen
clustered together on the forecastle tll Ahab trounledly
pacing the deck shouted out— To the braces! Up helm!
—square n!

In an m tant the yards swung round and as the ship
halt wheeled upon her heel her three firm seated graceful
masts erectly posed upon her long, nbbed hull, seemed as
the three Horatu pirovetting on one sufficient steed

Standing between the knight heads Starbuch watched the
Pequod s tumultuous way and Ahabs also as he went
lurching along the deck

I have sat hefore the dense coal fire and watched 1t all
aglow full of 1ts tormented flaming life and I have seen 1t
wane at last down down to dumbest dust Old man of
oceans! of all this fiery lfe of thine what will at length
remam but one little heap of ashes!”

Aye ' cried Stubb ‘but sea coal ashes—mund ye that,
Mr Starbuch—sea-coal not your common charcoal Veell
well® T heard Ahab mutter Here some one thrusts the e
cards 1nto these old hands of mine swears that 1 must play
them and no others  And damn me Ahab, but thou actest
right, Ine 1n the game, and die 1 1t?

CHAPTER CAIX
THE CANDLES

WaruesT himes but nurse the cruellest fangs the tiger
of Bengal crouches 1n <paced groves of ceaseless verdure
Skies the most effulgent but basket the deadhest thunders
gorgeous Cuba hnows tornadoes that mever swept tame
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notthern lands  So too it 15 that in these resplendent
Japane<e eas the marmer encounters the direst of all storms
the Typhoon It will sometimes burst from out that cloud
ll;is_n shy, like an etploding bomb upon a dazed and sleepy

Towards evening of that day the Pequod was torn of her
camvas and bare poled was left to fight 2 Typhoon which
had truel her directly ahead Vhen darkness came an
sky and sea roared and pht with the thunder and blazed
with the lightning that showed the disabled mast flutter
g here and there with the rags which the first fury of the
tempest had left for its after port

Holding by a shroud Starbuch was standing on the
quarter-deck.  at every flash of the hightmng glancing aloft
10 ee what additional disaster mught have befallen the
Intricate hamper there while Stubb and Flask were directing
the men 1n the higher hor ting and firmer la hing of the
boats  But all their pains eemed naught Though hited
0 the very top of the cranes the windward quarter boat
(Ahabs) did not escape A great rolling <ea dashing high
Up aganst the reeling ship s high teetering side stove n the
boat's bottom at the stern and left 1t agawm all dnppmg
through ke a 1eve

‘Bad worl bad work! Mr Starbuch sad Stubb
Tegarding the wreck  but the sea will have its way ~ Stubb
for one can't fight 1t You see Mr Starbuch a wave has
such a great long start before it leaps all round the world
it tuns and then comes the <pring' But as for me all the
start T have to meet it 15 just across the dech here But
Rever mind 1ts all m fun so the old songs says —
(sings )

Oh! jolly 18 the gale
And 3 yoker 13 the whale
A founshin hs tal—
Such a funny porty gamy jesty Joky hoky poky Iad s the
Ocean oh
The scud all o fiyim
Thats bis 8 p only fomin
When he stirs 1n the spian —
Such a funny porty gamy jesty Joby hokypoky Iad 15 the
cean okl
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Thunder sphis the ships
But he only smacks his lps
A tastin of this fip,—
Such a funny porty gamy jety johy hoky poky lad s the
Ocean oh!

Avast Stubb  cned Statbuck  ‘let the Typhoon sing
and stribe hu harp hete m our ngging but if thou art a
brave man thou wilt hiold 1hy peace

Tut I am not a brave man never ad I was a brave
man I am a coward and I sing to heep up my spiit
And I tell you what 1t 1s Mr Starbuch theres no way to
stop my singing 1 this world but to cut my throat And
when thats done ten to une I sing ye the dovology for a
wind up

“Madman! lock thtough my eyes »f thou bast none of
thine own

What! how can you see better of a dark mght than any
body else never mind now foolish?

Here!l cried Starbuch seizng Stubb by the shoulder,
and pomting tus hand towards the weather bow ‘marhest
thou not that the gale comes from the eastward, the very
cour ¢ Ahab 15 to Tun for Mobv Dich? the very course he
swung to this day noon? now mark his boat there, whete
15 that stove® In the tern sheets man where he 15 wont
to stand—his stand powat 1s stove man' Now jump over
board and sing, away 1f thou must!

I dont half understand ye whats 1t the wind?

3es yes round the Cape of Good Hope 1s the shortest
way to Nantuwchet  olloquzed Starbuch suddenly heed
less of Stubbs question  The gale that non hammers at
usto tave us we can turn 1t into a fair wind that will deve
us towards home  Yonder to windward all 15 blackness of
doom but to leenard homeward—T see 1t livhtens up there
but not with the hghtning

At that moment 1n one of the interval of profound darh
ne s following the flashes a voce was heard at his side
and almost At the same instant a volley of thunder peals
rolled overhead

‘Whos there>*

¢Old Thunder'” said Ahab groping his way slong the
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‘bulwarks to his pwot hole but suddenly finding his path
made plan to hum by elbowed lances of fire

Now as the Lightning rod to a spie on shore i1s mtended
to carry off the penlous find into the sail <o the kindred
rod which at sea <ome ships carry to each mast 1> mntended
to conduct 1t into the water But as tiuis conductor must
descend to considerable depth that its end may avoid all
contact with the hull and as moreover 1f hept constantly
towing there 1t would be lable to many mishaps besides
mterfering not a little with some of the nigging and more or
less impeding the vessel s way 1 the water because of all
this the lower parts of a ship s lightning rods are not always
overboard but are generally made 1n long slender links so
as to be the more readily hauled up mto the chams out
side or thrown down mto the sea as otcaston may require

The rods' the rods! cried Starbuck to the crew sud
denly admomshed to vigihince by the vivid hghtamng that
Bad just been dartmg flambeaux to light Ahab to his post
‘Are they overboard? drop them over fore and aft
Quick!

‘Avast] cried Ahab lets have fair play here though
we be the weaker side  Yet Il contribute to raise rods on
the Himmalehs and Andes that all the world may be
secured  but out on privileges! Let them be s

“Look aloft! cried Starbuck  The corpusant ! the
corpu.ants'

Al the yard arms were tipped with a pallid fire ana
touched at each tm pomnted Dghtnmg rod end with three
tapering white flames each of the three tall mists wa
silently burnmg m that sulphurous air hke three gigantic
Wax tapers before an altar

Blast the hoat! let 1t go! cried Stubb at this mstant
a$ a swashing sea heaved up under his own little craft so
that 1ts gunwale vsolently jammed s hand as he was pass
I alashing | Plast 1t —but <pping backward on the
deck Ius uphfted eves caught the flames and mmediately
shifting hus tone he cned— The corpusants have mercy on
us allt

To sallors o: are housebold words _ they will swear 1n
the ﬂ’::é‘e of t}f‘et I;lz?slm and n the teeth of the tempest d”/"/‘
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will imprecate cur es from Jhe topsail vard arms when most
thev teeter over to a seething <e1 but i all my voyagmngs,
seldom have I heard a common oath when God’s burning
finger has been fad on the ship when His #Mene, Mene,
Tehel Upharsm  has been woven nto the shrouds and the
cordage

While this pallidness was burming aloft, few words were
heard from the enchanted crew who in one thich cluster
stood on the forecastle all their eyes gleaming i that pale
phosphorescence  Iihe 1 faraway constellation of stars
Reltesed against the ghostly light the gigantic jet negro,
Daggoo loomed up to thrice his real stature and seemed the
black cloud from which the thunder had come The parted
mouth of Tashtego revealed his shark white teeth which
strangely gleamed as 1f they too had been tipped by cor
pusants while hit up by the preternatural hght Queequeg’s
tattoowng burned hkc Satame blue flames on is body

‘The tableau all waned at last with the palhdness aloft
and ohce more the Pequod and every oul on her dechs were
wrapped 1 a pal A motnent or two passed when Star
buck gomng formard pushed agamst some one It was
Stubb  ‘What thinl est thou now man I heard thy ery
1t was not the same 1 the song*

No no 1t wasnt I said the corpusants have mercy on
us all and ¥ hope thev will, sull  But do they only have
mercy on long faces?—have they no bowels for a laugh?
And look ve Mr Statbuch—but 3t s too dark to look Hear
me then I take that mast head flame we saw for a sign of
good luck for those ma.ts are rooted in a hold that 1s gaing
to be chock a block with sperm-oil dye e, and so all that
sperm will work up into the masts lie sap m a tree tes,
our three masts will yet be as three spermacets candles—
that s the good promuse we saw '

At that moment Starbuch caught sight of Stubbs face
slowly beginning to glimmer 1nto sight  Glancing upwards,
he cied  See! seel and once more the high tapening
flames were beheld with what seemed redoubled supernatural
ness 1n their pallor

“The corpusants have mercy on us all,’ cried Stubb,
again
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At the base of the mam mast full beneath the doubloon
and the flame the Parsee was hneeling 1 Ahabs front but
with his head bowed away from him  while near by, from
the arched and overhanging rigging where they had just

€N engaged secuning a spar a number of the .eamen
amrested by the glare now cohered together and hung
pendulgus ke a knot of numbed wasps from a drooping
orchard twig  In various enchanted attstudes ke the stand
Ing or stepping or ruamng sheletons m Herculaneum
others rematned rooted to the deck but all ther eyes upcast,

Aye aye menl cried Abab  Look up at it mark it
well the white flame but Iights the way to the White
Whale! Hand me those munmast hinks there 1 would
fam feel this pulse and let mine beat agamst 1t blood
aganst fire] So

Then turmng—the last link held fast m his left hand he
Put hus foot upon the Parsee and with fived upward eye
and high flung nght arm he stood erect before the lofty
m pointed tomty of Aames

Oht thou clear spint of clear fire whom on these seas I
as Persian once did worship till 1n the sacramental act so
burned by thee that to this hour I bear the scar I now
know thee thoy clear spint and I now know that thy right
worship 15 defiance To nesther love nor reverence wilt
thou be lund and e en for hate thou canst but kill and all
are killed No fearless fool now fronts thee T own thy
speechless placeless power but to the last gasp of my
€arthquake Nife will dispute its unconditional unintegral
mastery ;m me  In the mudst of the persontfied impersonal,
2 personality _tands here Though but a pomt at best
whencesoe er I came wheresoe er I ga et while I earthly
Ive the queenly personality lives n me, and feels her royal
Tights  But war 1s pan and hate 15 woe  Come 1n thy
lowest form of love and I will kneel and hiss thee but at
thy highest come as mere supernal power and though thou
Iaunchest navies of full freighted wotlds there s that mn here
that sti]l remams ndifferent Oh thou clear spnt of thy
fire thoy madest me and like & true child of fire I breathe

it back to thee -
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[Sudden repeated flashes of bightnng the mme flames
leap lengthunse to thmice thewr previous height, Ahab with
the vest closes lus eyes, kus night hand pressed hard upon
them]

‘T own thy speechless placeless power sad I not s0?
Nor was it wrung from me nor do I now drop these hnhs
Thou canst bhind but I can then grope Thou canst con
seme but I can then be astes  Tal e the homage of these
poor eyes and shutter hands I would not take it The
hightming flashes through my skull mine eyeballs ache and
ache  my whole beaten brain seems as beheaded and rolling
1n some stunning ground  Oh oh! Vet blindfold yet will
I talk to ther Light though thou be thou leapest out of
darkness but I am darkness leapimg out of light leaping
out of theet The javelins cease open eyes see ot mot?
There burn the flames! Oh thou magnanimous! now I do
glory i my genealogy  But thou art but my fiery father,
my sweet mother I know not Oh cruell what hast thot
done with her? There lirs my puzzle but thine 1s greater
Thou hnowest not how came ye hence callest thyself un
begotten certamly }nowest not thy beqmnning hence callest
thyself unbegun I know thut of me which thou hnowest
not of thyself oh thou ommpotent There 15 ome unsuf
fus ng thing beyond thee thou clear spint, to whom all thy
efernity 15 but tme all thv creativeness mechanical
Through thee thy flammng self my scorched eyes do dimly
see it Oh thou foundhng fire thou hermit smmemonal
thou tog hast thy sncommunicable niddle thy Unpamcxpa(ed
grief  Here agan with haughty agony 1 read my swe
Teap! leap up and bick the sky ! I leap with thee I bum
with thee would fam be welded with thee defyingly T
worship thee!

The boat! the boat! cned Starbucl,, ¢ look at thy boat
old man!

Ahab s harpoon, the one forged at Perths fire remamed
firmly Tashed 10 its conpicuous crotch so that it projected
beyond his whale boat s bow, but the sea that had stove is
Bottom had caused the loose leather sheath to drop off
and from the keen stee] batb there now came a levelled



THE CANDLES sot

flame of pale forhed fire As the silent harpoon burned
there like a secpent s tongue Starbuck grasped Ahab by the
armm— God God 15 agamnst thee old man forbear! t s
an 1l voyage! 1l begun 1ll continued let me square the
yards while we may old man and makle a far wind of 1t
homewards to go on a better voyage than this

Overhearing Starbuck the panic stricken crew instantly
ran to the braces—though not a sail was left aloft For
the moment all the aghast mates thoughts seemed theurs
they rarsed a half mutinous ¢cry  But dashing the ratthng
lightming lioks to the deck and snatching the burming
harpoon Ahab waved 1t ke a torch among them swearing
to transfix with 1t the first ador that but cast lo.e a ropes
end Petrified by his a pect and still more shinking from
the fiery dart that he held the men fell back 1n dismay and
Ahab agam poke —

All your oaths to hunt the White Whale are as bindmng

as mune and heart soul and body lungs and life old Ahab
s bound And that ye may hnow to what tune this heart
beats look ye here thus I blow out the last fear And
with one blast of his breath he extingwshed the flame

As m the hurricane that weeps the plun men fly the
neighborhood of some lone gigantic elm whose very height
and s rength but render it o much the more unsafe becavse
so much the more a mark for thunderbolts so at those last
words of Ahabs many of the manmers did run from him
m a terror of dismay

CHAPTER CXx
THE DECK TOWARDS THE END OF THL FIRST NIGRT WATCH
Akab standing by the kelm  Starbuck approaching fam

WE must send down the mam topsail yard sir  The
band 1s working loo e and the lee lift 15 half stranded _Shall
I strihe st sir? - I

Stohe notling lash it If T had ‘skv sail ‘pales;‘Td
sway them up now

Sir?—in God s namel—sir?
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‘Well?

The anchors are working, sir  Shall I get them m
board?”

‘Strhe notling and stir nothuing but lash everything
The wind nses but it has not got up to my table hands
yet Quich and see to 1t — By masts and heels! he takes
me for the hunchbacked shipper of some coasting smack
Send down my mam top sul yard! Ho gluepots! Loftiest
trucks were made for wildest winds and this bramn truch
of mine now sails amid the cloud scud  Shall T strike that?
Oh none but cowards send down theirr bram truchs
tempest time  What a hooroo h aloft therel I would een
take 1t for ublme did I not know that the colic 15 2 noisy
maladv Ok tal e medicine tahe medicine!

CHAPTER C\XI
MIDNIGHT—~THE FORLCASTLE PBULWARAS

Stubb and Flask mounted on them and passing additional
laskings over the anchors there hangi g

‘No Stubb you may pound that hnot there as much
as you please but you will never pound into me what you
were just now saying  And how long ago 15 1t since you
sad the very contrary? Didnt you once say that what
ever ship Ahab sal, m that ship should pav something €x
tra_on its msurance policy just as though it were loaded
with powder barrels aft and baves of lucifers forward?
Stop now  didn t you say so?

Well suppose T did? What then! 1ve part changed
my flesh since that time why not my mind? Besides sup-
posit g we are loaded with powder barrels aft and lucifers
forward how the devil could the lucifers get afire 1n this
drenching spray here? Why my httle man you have
pretty red hair hut you couldn t get afirenow Shake your
sell ‘youre Aquarius or the water bearer, Flash mght £ll
putchers at your coat callar Don't you see then that
for these extra nsks the Marne Insurance compantes have
extra guarartees? Here ate hydrants Flask But batk
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agan_and I1l answer ye the other thing  Furst take your
leg off from the crown of the anchor here though so I'can
pass the rope now listen Whats the mughty difference
between holding a masts hghtmng rod  the storm and
standing close by a mast that hasnt got wmy Jightnsng rod
at all 1 a storm? Dont vou se¢ you timber head that
10 harm can come to the holder of the rod unless the mast
15 first struch? What are you talking tbout then? Not
one ship m a hundred carres rods and Ahab —aye, man
and all of us —were 11 no more danger hen it my pocr
opunton than alf the crews 1n ten thousanc hips now sail

mg the seas Why you kg Pot you I suppose you
would have every man in the world go about with o small
lizhtnung rod runming up the corner of his hat like 2 mihitia
officer 5 shewered feather and traling behnd like Ins sash

Why dont ye be sensible Flash? its easy to be sensible

why dont ye then? apy man with half an eye can be
sen ible

‘é don't know that Stubb You sometmes find it rather
T

Yes when a fellow’s sozhed through 1ts hard to be
sensible thats a fact  And I am about drenched witlt this
spray Never mind catch the turn there, and pass it
Seems to me we are lashing down these anchots now as
Af they were never gomg to be used agam  Tymg these
two anchors here Flask seems lke tylng a mans bands
behind hum  And what hig generous bands they are to
be sure ‘These are your won fits hey? What 3 hold they
have tgo! 1 wonder Flash whether the world 15 anchored
anywhere 1f she 13 she swings with an uncommon long
cable though 7here hammer that Lnot down and weve

one  So next to touching land lighting on deck 1s the
most satisfactory I say )ust wrng out my jacket skurts
will ye? Thank ye Théy lJaugh at long fogs so Flhsh
but seems to me A long tatled coat ought afsays to be worn
i all storms afloat The tails tapenng down that way
serve to carty off the water dye see Sume with coched
Bats the cochs form gable end eave troughs Flal No

Tore monkey jackhets and tarpauling for me I must mount a
swallow tail and drive dowr = heaver 5o Halloa! whew],m=
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there goes my tarpaulin overboard Lord Lord, that the
winds that come from heaven should be so unmannetly!
This 1s a nasty mght lad

CHAPTER CMXII
MIDNIGHT ALOFT——THUNDER AND TIGHTNING

The Main top sail yard—Tashtego passing new lashings
around st

“Us um um Stop that thunder! Tlenty too much
thunder up here Whats the we of thunder? Um um,
um We dont want thunder we want rum give Us @
plass of rum Um um um!

CHAPTER CXAINT
TIHE MUSKRET

DuriNe the most violent hocks of the Typhoon the
man at the Pequods iaw bone tiller hid several nmes
been reelinely hurled to the deck by its spasmodic mo
tions even though preventer tackles had been attached to
it—for they were <lack—because some plwv to the niller
was indi pen able

Ina evere gale hhe this while the shp 1s bot a tos ed
shuttlecodk to the blast 1t 1s by no meins uncorwnon 19
see the needies m the compasees at intervals £0 round
and round It was thus with the Pequod s at almost every
shock the helm man had not farled to motice the whitlin®
seloaity with s huch they revolved upon the cards 1t 18
2 sybt that hardiv anyone cam behold without some sort
of 1 monted emation

Some hours after mudnsght the Typhoon abated so much
that through the strenuous evertions of Starbuck and Stubk
——one enzazed forward and the other aft—the shivered Tem
nnts of the yib and fore and mamn top sails were cut adnift
from the «pars and went eddymng away to {eeward, like
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the feathers of an albatross which sometimes are cast to
the ninds when that storm tossed bird 1s en the wing
The three corresponding new sails were now bent and
reefed and a storm trysail was set further aft so that
the ship soon went through the water with some pre
ciston agam and the course—for the present East south
east—which he was to steer if practicable was once more
given to the helmsman  For during the violence of the gale
he had only steered accordmg to its vicissitudes  But as
he was now bringing the ship as near her course as po
sible watching the compass meanwhile lo! a good sign!
the wind seemed coming round astern aye the foul breeze
became faur!
Instantly the yards were squared to the lively song of
Ho! the far wsndl ok-ye ho cheerly men! the crew
singing for Joy that so prommsing an event should so scon
have falsified the evil portends preceding it
In compliance with the standing order of his commander
—to report immediately, and at any one of the twenty
four hours any decided change in the affairs of the deck —
Starbuck had no sooner tnmmed the yards to the breeze—
however reluctantly and gloomily —than he mechamcally
went below to apprise Captain Ahab of the circumstance
Ere knocking at his state room he mvoluntanily paused
before 1t a moment The cabin limp—taking long swing
this way and that—was burmng fitfully and casting fitful
shadows upon the old man s bolted door —a thin one with
fixed blinds inserted n place of upper panels The 1solated
subterraneou ness of the cabin made a certain humming
silence to reign there though it was hooped round by all
the roar of the elements The loaded muskets in the rack
were shimirgly revealed as they stood upright agamnst the
forward bulkhead Starbuck was an honest upright man
but out of Starbuck s heart at that instant when he saw
the muskets there strangely evolved an ewil thought but
so blent with 1ts neutral or good accompamments that for
the instant he hardly knew 1t for atself
He would have shot me once  he murmured yes theres
the verv muslet that he pomted at me —that one with
the studded lock let me touch it~hit 1t Strange that;
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who have handled so many deadly lances strange that I
should shake so now Loaded® I must see Aye, aye

and powder n the pan —thats not good Best spil it?
—wait 11l cure myself of this  I11 hold the mushet boldly
while I think —I come to report a farr wind to lim  But
how far? Fair for death and doom —that s farr for Moby
Dick  Its a fair wind thats only fair for that accursed
fish —~The very tube he pownted at me!—the very one

tins one—I hold 1t here  he would have hilled me with
the very thing I handle now —Aye and he would fan Lill
all his crew  Does he not say he will not stnihe his spars
to any pale? Has he not dashed s heavenly quadrant?
ind i these same perilous seas gropes he nat his way by
mere dead rechomung of the error abounding log? and m
this very Typhoon did he not swear that he would have
no lightmng rods? But shall this crazed old man be tamely
suffered to drag a whole ship s company down to doom with
hum?—Ves 1t would make him the wiliul murderer of thity
men and more 1f this ship come to any deadlv harm, and
come to deadly harm my soul swears this ship will, 1f
Abab have s way If, then he were this instant—put
aside that crime would not be bis  Ha! 15 he muttening
hi> sleep? Ves yust there —in there hes sleeping _ Sleep-
ng? aye but stil alive and soon awake again I cant
withstand thee then, old man Not reasoning ot remon

strance nat entreaty wilt thou hearhen to, all this thou
scornest  Tlat obedience to thy own flat commands, this
1s all thou breathest Aye and say st the men have vowd
thy vow say st all of us are Ahabs  Great God forbid!—
But 15 there no other way? no lawful way?—\ahe him
a brisoner to be taken home? What! hope to wrest this
old mans ning power from s own lving hands?  Only
2 fool would try 1t Say he were pinioned even, hnotted
tll over with ropes and hawsers chamed down to TIng

bolts on this cabin floor he would be more hideous than
a caged tiger then T could not endure the sight, could
not possibly fly hus howlngs all comfort, sleep itself 1

estimable rea on would leave me on the long intolerable
voyage Vhat, then remams? The land 15 bundreds of
feagues away, and locked Japan the nearest I stand alone
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here upon an open sea with two oceans and a whole con
tinent betveen me and law—Aye aye tis so—Is heaven
a murderer when 1ts lightring strikes a would be murderer
1 tus bed tindering sheets and shin togetherP—And would
1 be a murderer then if ~———and slowly stealthly and half
sidewavs looking, he placed the loaded musket’s end against
the door

On this level Ahabs hammock swings within  his head
this way A touch and Starbuck may survive to hug his
wife and child agam —Oh Mary ! Mary'-—boy! boy! boyl
—But 1f T wake thee not to death old man who can tell
to what unsounded deeps Starbuck s body this day weeh
may sk with all the crew! Great God where art Thou?
Shall I? shall I7—— The wind has gone down and
shifted sir the fore and mam topsails are reefed and set!
she heads ber course

Stern allt  Oh Moby Dick I clutch thy heart at last!”

Such were the ounds that now came hurthng from out
the old mans tormented sleep as if Starbuchs voice had
caused the long dumb dream to speah

The yet levelled mushet shook like a drunkards arm
agamst the panel Starbuck seemed wrestling with an angel
but turming from the door he placed the death tube in its
rach and left the place

Hes too sound asleep Mr Stubb go thou down and
wake him and tell lim I must see to the deck here
Thou know st what to say

CHAPTER CXXIV
THE NEEDLE

NexT morming the not yet subsided sea rolled m Jong
slow billows of mighty bulk and striving in the Pequod
gurghng track pushed her on hke mants palms outspread
The strong unstaggering breeze abounded so that shy and
air seemed vast outbellying sails the whole world boomed
before the wind Muffled in the full morming light the
mvisible sun was only known by the spread mtensity of
hus place where Jus bayonet rays moved on 1n stacks Em g
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blazonings as of crowned Babyloman kings and queens,
reigned over everything The sea was as a cruable of
molten gold that bubblingly leaps with light and heat
Long maintaining an enchanted silence Ahab stood apart,
and every time the teetering ship lowermgly pitched down
her bowsprit he turned to eye the brnight suns rays pro
duced ahead and when she profoundly <ettled by the stern
he turned behind and saw the suns rearward place and
how the same yellow rays were blending with his undevt
ating wihe
Ha ha my ship! thou mghtest well be tahen now for
the sea chariot of the sun  Ho ho! all ye nations before
my prow 1 bring the sun to ye! Yoke on the further bl
lows ballo! a tandem T dnve the seal
But <uddenly reined bach by some counter thought, he
hutried towards the helm huslily demanding how the ship
was head np
East oueat sir said the frightened steersman
Thou liest'  smiting lim with s clenched fist “Head
ing Fast at this hour n the morning and the sun astern?
Upon this every .oul was confounded for the phenomenon
Jut then observed by Ahab had unaccountably escaped
every on else but 1ts very blinding palpableness must
have been the cause
Thru ting tus head half wav mto the bmsacle Ahab
caught one ghmpse of the compasses hi» uphfted arm
slowly fell for a moment he almost seemed to tagger
Standing behmd im Starbtick Jooked, and o} the two com
%SS? ponated Fast and the Pequod was as infallibly gomg
es

But ere the first wild alarm could get out abroad among
the cres the old man with a nad hurh exlamed
have 1 It has hippened before Mr Starbuck last
mghts thunder turned our compas e —thats all ~ Thov
hast before now heard of such a thing I tale at

Ase but never before has 1t happened to me st ” sad
the pale mate gloomly

Here 1t must needs be said that acaidents Dike this have
n more than one ase occurred to ships mn violent storm
The maghetic energy as developed m the marner s need’e
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15 as all know, essentrally one with the electnaty beheld
mn heaven hence it 15 not to be much marvelled at that
such things should be Instances where the lightning has
actually struch the ses el o as to smte down <ome of
the spars and ngging the effect upen the needle has al
times been stll more fatal all its loathsome wvirtue being
anmhilated o that the before magnetic steel was of no morc
use than an old wife s hmtting needle But 1 either case
the needle never agam of tself recovers the onginal virtue
thus marred or lost and if the binnacle compasses be af
fected the same fate reaches all the others that may be
;{n the shup even were the lowermost one mnserted into the
el on
Deliberately standing before the binnacle and eyemng the
tran_pointed compasses the old man with the sharp of
his extended hand now took the precise bearng of the sun
and _atistied that the needles were exactly inverted shouted
out his orders for the ships cour<e to be changed accord
mgly  The yards were hard up and once more the Pequod
thrust her undaunted bows nto the opposing wind for the
suppo ed fair one had only been juggling her
Meanwbile whatever were his own secret thoughts Star
buck said nothing hut queetly he 1ssued all requisite or
ders while Stubb and Flask—who m some mall degree
seemed then to be shanng his feehngs—Ilihews e unmur
muringly acquiesced  As for the men though some of them
lowly rumbled thetr fear of Ahab was greater than therr
fear of Fate But as ever before the pagan harpooneers
remained almost wholly ummpres ed or 1f impressed 1t
was only with a certain magnettsm shot 1nto their congenial
bearts from inflextble Akabs
For a pace the old man walked the dech wm roliing
teveries But chancng to lip with his rvory heel he saw
the crushed copper =ight tubes of the quadrant he had the
day before dashed to the dech
Thou poor proud heaven gazer and uns pilot! yester
Ly T wrecked thee and to-day the compas es would fam
have wrecked me So so  But Ahab 1s lord over the
7 vel lnadstone yet Mr Starbuck—a lance without the -
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pole a top-maul, and the smallest of the sail maker’s
needles  Quick(

Actessory, perhaps, to the impulse ditating the thing
he was now about to do, were certan prudential motives,
whose object might hive been to revive the spmts of his
crew by a stroke of us subtile shill, 1n a matter so wondrous
as that of the wmverted compasses Beside , the ofd man
well hnew that to steer hy transpomted needles though
clumsily practicable was mot a thing to be paseed aver
by superstitious saors without .ome shuddermgs and evil
portents

Men said he steadily turming upon the crew, as the
wmate handed him the things he hid demanded ‘my men
the thunder turned old Ahabs meedles but out of this
it of steel Ahab can make one of hus own that will pount
as true as any '

bz hed glances of ervile wonder were exchanged by
the salors a5 this was sad and with fascinated eyes
they awarted whatever magic might follow  But Starbuck
looked away

With a blow from the top maul Ahab Lnoched off the
steel head of the lance and then handing to the mate
the Tong won rod remammg bade lam hold 1t upuight
without 1ts touctung the deck.  Then wth the maul, after
repeatedly smiting the upper end of this sron rod, he placed
the blunted needle endwise an the top of i, and less
strongly hammered that several tumes the mate stll hold
g the rod as before Then gomg through some small
strange motions with 1t—whether indispensable to the mag
aetizing of the steel or merely mntended to augment the
awe of the crew s uncertain—he called for lmen thread
and moving 1o the binnacle <hpped out the two reversed
needles there and horizontally suspended the sl needie by
its middle over one of the compass cards At first the
steel went round and round quinermg and wibrating at
either end but at last 1t settled to its place when Ahab,
who had been intently watching for this result stepped
frankly back from the binnacle, and pomnting his stretched
arm towards 1t exclamed — Look ye, for yourseives, if
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Ahab be not lord of the level loadstonel The sun 1s East,
aad that compass swears 1t!

One after another they peered in for nothing but their
own eyes could persuade such ignorance as thewrs and one
after another they slunk away

In his fiery eyes of scarn and triumph you then <aw
Ahab 1 all hus fatal pride

CHAPTER C\AV
THE LOG AND LINE

WirLe now the fated Pequod had been so long afloat th
voyage the log and line had but very seldom been m use
Owing to a confident relance upon other means of determin
g the vessel s place some merchantmen and many whale
men especially when cruising wholly neglect to heave the
log though at the same time and frequently more for
forms sake than anything else regularly putting down
upon the customary <late the course steered by the ship
as well as the presumed average rate of progression every
hour It had been thus with the Pequod The wooden reel
and angular log attached hung long untouched just be
neath the ralling of the aiter bulwarks Ramns and spray
had damped 1t sun and wind had warped 1t all the ele
ments had combined to rot a thing that hung so1dly But
heedless of all this his mood seized Ahab as he happened
to glance upon the reel not many hours after the magnet
scene and he remembered how his quadrant was no more
and recalled his frantic oath about the level log and Line
‘The ship was sailing plungingly astern the billows rolled
m nots

‘Forward there! Heave the log!

Two seamen came The golden hued Tahitian and the
gnizzly Mantman  Take the reel one of ye Il heave

They went towards the extreme stern on the ships lee
side where the dech with the oblique energy of the wind
was now almost dipping mto the creamy sidelong rushing

sea
The Manxman took the reel and holding 1t hugh up by
r'd



512 MOBY DICK

the projecting handle ends of the spindle, round wiuch the
spool of bine revolved so stood wath the angular Jog hang
wmg downwards till Ahab advanced to um

‘Ahab stood before him and was Lightly unwinding some
thirty or forty turns to form a prelimunary hand coil to
toss overboard when the old Mantman who was atently
eyeing both hum and the hne made bold to speak

S T mustrust it this line looks far gone, long heat
and wer have spoled it

Twill hold old gentleman Long heat and wet have
they spoiled thee? Thou seemst to hold Oh truer per
haps life holds thee not thou 1t

I hold the spool sir  But just as my captain says
With these grey hairs of mine tis not worth while dis
puting  specially with a superior, wholl neer confess

Whats that? There nows a patched professor 18
Queen Nature's gramite founded College but methinks hes
too subservient  Where wert thou born?’

In the httte vocky isle of Man sir

Excellent!  Thoust hut the world by that”

[ know not sir but T was born there’

In the Isle of Man hey? Well the other way, its good
Heres a man from Man a man born i once mdependent
Man and now unmanned of Man which 15 suched mn—~by
what? Up with the reel’ The dead blind wall butts alf
inquinng heads at last  Up with it! S0 *

‘The log was beaved The loose coils rapidly straightened
out wn a long dragging hne astern and then instantly the
reel began to whirl  1In turn jerhwngly raised and lowered
by g’i‘?‘;"n“ll? billows the towmg resistance of the 10§
cause e old reelm; el

o l\ard(‘ an to stagger strangely

Snap’ the oserstramed lime sagged down wn one long
festoon the tugging log was gone

I crush the quidrant the thunder turns the needles:
and now the mad sea parts the log hne But Ahab can
mend ol Haul m here Tahan reel up Manwman
And look ye et the carpenter make another log, and rend
thou the hne See to 1t

‘There he goes mow to him nothings hanpened but
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to me, the skewer seems loosentng out of the middle of
the world Haul m haul in Tahtian! These lines run
whole and whirling out come n broken, and dragging slow
Ha Pip? come to help eh Pip?

Pip? whom call ye Pip? Pip jumped from the whale
boat Pips missing Let s see now 1f ye haven t fished him
up here fisherman It drags hard I guess hes holding
on  Jerk him Tahitil Jerk hum off we haul in no cowards
here ” Hot theres hus arm just breaking water A hatchet!
a hatchet! cut 1t ofi—we haul 1n no cowards here Captair
Ahab! sir sirl heres Pip trying to get on board again

Peace thou crazy loon cried the Manxman seizing um
by the arm  Away from the quarter-deck!

The greater idiot ever scolds the lesser  muttered
Ahab advancmng  Hands off from that holiness! Where
sayest thou Pip was boy?

Astern there sir astern! Lot lo!

And who art thou boy? I see not my reflection i the
vacant pupils of thy eyes Oh God! that man should be
a thing for immortal souls to sieve through! Who art thou

0y ?
Bell boy sir ships<rner ding dong ding! Pip! Pip!
Pip!  One hundred pounds of clay reward for Pip five
feet high—looks cowardly-—quckest known by that! Ding
dong ding!{ Whos seen Pip the coward?

There can be no hearts above the snow me Oh 3ye
frozen heavens! look down here Ye did beget this fuck
less child and have abandoned hum je creative libertines
Here boy Ahabs cabin shall be Prps home henceforth,
while Ahab lives Thou touchest my inmost centre boy *
thou art tied to me by cords woven of my heart strings
Come lets down

What's this? heres velvet shark skin,’ mntently gazing
at Ahabs hand and feelng 1t Ak pow had poor Pip
but felt so hind a thing as this perhaps be had neer been
lost! This seems to me sir as a manTYope something
that weak souls may hold by Oh sr let old Perth now
come and rivet these two hands together the black one

with the white for T will not let this go
Oh boy mor wall I thee upless I should thereby drap #”



S14 MOTY DICK

thee to worse hotrors than are here Come then, to my
cabm Lo' ye believers in gods all goodness and in man
ali 1l lo you! see the ommscient gods oblvious of suffer
mng man and man though 1dotic and knowing not what
he does yet full of the sweet things of love and gratitude
Coma! T feel prouder leadng thee by thy black hand than
though T grasped an Emperor s!’

There go two daft ones now” muttered the old Manx
man  One daft with strength the other daft with weak
ness But heres the end of the rotten hne—all dopping,
too Mend 1t eh? I think we had best have a new hne
altogether 111 see Mr Stubb about at’

CHAPTER CXXVI
THE LIFE BUOY

STeERING now south eastward by Ahab’s levelled steel,
and her progress solely determined by Ahab s level log and
lne the Tequod held on her path towards the Equator
Making o long a passage through such unirequented waters
descrving no ships and ere long sideways impelled by
unvarying trade winds over waves monotonously muid,
all these seemed the strange calm (mngs prefuding some
uiotous and desperate scene

At last when the ship drew near to the outslarts as 1t
were of the Equatonal fishing ground, and in the deep
darkness that goes before the dawn was saling by a cluster
of rochy 1lets the watch—then headed bv Flash—mwas
startled by a cry so plamtively wild and unearthly—like
half articulated walings of the ghosts of all Herod s mur
dered Innocents—that one and all they started from thew
revenes and for the pace of some moments stood or sat,
or leaned all transfixed by listeming like the carved Roman
slave while that wild ¢ry remaned within heanng  The
Christian or civilized part of the trew said 1t was mer
mads and shuddered but the pagan harpooneers remamed
unappalled Vet the grey Mantman—the oldest manner of
all—declared that the wild thrilling sounds that were heard,
wers the voices of newly drowned men in the sea
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Below m his hammock Ahab did not hear of this fill
grey dawn when he came to the deck 1t was then recounted
to lum by Flask not unaccompanied with hinted dark
meanings He hollowly laugbed and thus explained the
wonder

Those rocky 1slands the ship had passed were the resort
of great numbers of seals and some young seals that had
lost their dams or some dams that had lo t their cubs must
have risen nigh the ship and Lept company with her cry
g and sobbing with their human ort of wall But thi
only the more affected some of them becau e most manners
chenish a very superstitious feeling about seals ansing not
only from therr peculiar tones when n distress but alsg
{from the human look of their round head ard em mtell
gent faces een peermngly upnising from the w ter aloneside
In the sea under certain circumstance  ezls have mare
than once been mistahen for men

But the bodings of the crew were destined to recene
a most plausible confirmation 1 the fate of one of ther
number that morning At sun nise this man went from ns
hammock to his mast head at the fore and whether 1t was
that be was not yet half waked from his sleep (for sailors
sometimes go aloft 11 a transition state} whether 1t was thus
with the man there 15 now no tellng  but, be that as 1t may
he had not been long at his perch when a cry was heard—
a cry and a rushing—and looking up they saw a fallng
phantom 1n the 21rr and lookmng down a Iittle tossed heap
of white bubbles n the blue of the sez

The hfe buoy—a long slender cask—was dropped from
the stern where 1t always hung obedient fo a cunnmg
spring  but no hand rose to seiz¢ 1t and the sun baving long
beat upon this cash 1t had shrunken _o that 1t slowly
filled and the parched wood al<o filled at its every pore
and the studded 1 on bound cz k followed the sailor to the
bottom as 1f to yield hum his pillow though 1 sooth but a
hard one

And thus the first man of the Pequod that mounted
the mast to look out for the White Whale on the White
Whale s own pecultar ground that man was swallowed up
10 the deep  But few perhaps thought of that at the time
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Indeed in some sort they were not gmeved at this event,
at least as a portent for they regarded it not as a fore~
shadowing of evil wn the future, but as the fulhlment ot an
evil already presaged They declared that now they knew
the reason of those wiid <hrieks they had heard the might
before  But agam the old Manxman said nav
The lost life buoy was now to be replaced Starbuck

was directed to see to 1t but as no cash of sufficient light
ness could be found and as m the fevensh eagerness of
what seemed the approaching cnsis of the voyage all hands
were impatient of any toi but what was directly connected
with its final ena whatever that mght prove to be, there
fore they were gomng to leave the ships stern unprovided
with a buoy when by certain strange signs and wnuendoes
Queequeg tinted a hint concerning his coffin

A hfe buoy of a cofnin’ cned Starbuck starting

Rather queer that I should <ay smd Stubb

It will make a good enough one’ said Flask, ¢ the car
penter here can atrange 1t easily

Bring 1t up theres nothing else for 1t saxd Starbuck
after a melancholy pause ‘Rig it carpenter do nat look
at me o—the coffin I mean Dost thou hear me? Rig

And hall T nail down the id sit? mowving hus hand as
with 4 hammer
Aye
And shall T caull the scams sw? moving s hand
as‘rxth a caulhing iron
e

Y

And shall T then pay over the same with pitch, sur?
mosing his hand as with 1 pitch pot

Away what pos esses thee to this? Make a life buoy
of the coffin and no more~—Mr Stubb Mr Flash come
forward with me

‘He goes off in a huff The whole he can endure at the
parts he baulhs  N\ow £ dont like this I make a leg for
Captain Ahah and he wears 1t like a gentleman but I
mahe a bandbox for Queequeg and he wont put his head
mto st Are all my puns to go for nothmg with that coffin?
And now 1m ordered to make a hfe buov of 1t Tts ke
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turning an old coat going to bring the flesh on the other
side non I dont Iike this cobbling sort of business—I
dont like 1t at all sts undignified 1ts not my place Let
tinkers brats do tinherings we are their betters I like
to take in hand none but clean wvirgin farr and square
mathematical jobs omething that regularly begins at the
beginming and 1> at the middle when mdway and comes
to an end at the conclusion not a cobblers job thats at
an end 1n the muddle and at the beginming at the end Its
the old woman s tricks to be giving cobbling jobs  Lard!
what an affection all old women have for tinkers I hnow
an old woman of sixty five who ran away with a bald
headed young tinker cice  And thats the reason I never
would work for Jonely widow old women ashore when
I Lept my job shop 1n the Vineyard they mught have taken
1t mto therr lonely old heads to run off with me Byt
heigh ho! there are no caps at sea but snow caps Let me
see  Nail down the lid cavlk the seams pay over ffe
same with pitch  batten them down tight and hang jt wét),
the snap prng over the ships stern  Were ever 6.
things done before with a cofin? Seme superstition 42
carpenters now would be tied up in the ngging e £ .
would do the job But I m made of hnotty Aroa toor 1ew
loch I dont budge Cruppered with a coffin® “ 1,
about with a grave yard tray] But pevermind Ve w1,
ers 1n woods make bridal bedsteads and card tahles o
as coffins and hearses VWe work by the month, » o
job or by the profit not for us to a k the why s by s
fore of our worl unless 1t be too confounded ¢/, ., o
then we stash 1t if we can  Hem' Il do ghe Y
tenderly I'll have me—let sce—how many » %, g
company all tolds But I ve forgotten  Any wy g ¢" 2
me thirty separate Turk s headed Life ltnes ¢z # fo
long hanging all round to the coffin  Then ¢ o' /"0
down therell be thirty Ively fellow all £, 7 ¢ 2" =
coffin a sight not seen very often beneath ¢, "
hammer caulhng won pitch pot and M2 v, o

to 1t
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me Wil ye never have done Carpenter, with that accursed
sound? 1 go below Jet me not see that thing bere when
I return agam Now then Pip well talk this over I do
such most wondrous philosophies from thee! Some un
known worlds must empty into theel ’

CHAPTER CAXVIIT
THE PEQUOD MERTS THE RACHEL

Nexr day, a large ship the Rachel was descried beanng
directly down upon the Pequod all her pars thichly clus
termg with men At the time the Pequod was making good
speed through the water but as the broad winged windward
stranger shat wgh to her the baastinl sais all felt together
as blank bladders that are burst and all life fled trom the
smtten hull

Bad news she brings bad news muttered the old
Manvman  But ere her commander who with trumpet to
mouth .tood up in his boat ere he could hopefully hal
Ahab s voice was heard

Hast seen the White Whale?

Aye yesterday Have ye seen a vhale boat adnft?

Throtthng his joy Ahab negatively answered this un
expected question and would then have fain boarded the
stranger when the stranger captan hurself having stopped
his vessels way was seen descending her side
few heen pulls and his boat hook soon clinched the Pequod s
main-chams and he sprang to the deck  Immediately he
was recognized by Ahab for a Nantucketer he hnew But
no formal salutation was exchanged

Where was be?—not lufled'—not lalled!’ thed Ahab
closely adsapcing  How was it?

It seemed that somewhat late on the afternoon of the
day previous while three of the strangers boats were en
gaged with a shoal of whales which had led them some
four or five miles from the ship and while they were yet
m swift chase to windward the white hump and head of
Mobv Dick had <uddenlv loomea up out of the water not
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very far to leeward whereupon the fourth rigged boat—a
veserved one—had been ipstantly lowered mn chase  After
a keen sail before the wind this fourth boat—the switest
heeled of all—seemed to have succeeded mn fastemng—at
least as well as the man at the mast head could tell any
thing about 1t In the distance he saw the diminished dotted
boat and then a swift gleam of bubbling white water and
after that nothing more whence 1t was concluded that the
stricken whale must have indefinitely run away with s
pursuers as often happens There was some apprehension
but no positive alarm as yet  The recall signals were placed
1n the ngging  darhness’ came on  and forced to pich up
her three far to windward boats—ere going in quest of
the fourth one in the precisely opposite direction—the <hip
had not only been necessitated to leave that boat to its fate
till near midmght but for the time to increase her distance
from1t But the rest of her crew being at last safe aboard
she crowded all sail—stunsail on stunsail—after the miss
ing boat kmndling a fire m her try pots for a beacon and
every other man aloft on the look-out But though when
she had thus sailed a suficient distance to gawm the pre
sumed place of the absent ones when last seen though she
then paused to lower her spare boats to pull all around her
and pot finding anything had agam dashed on agamm
paused and lowered her boats and though she had thus
continued domng till dayhght yet not the least glmpse of
the missing keel had been seen

The story told the stranger Captan immediately went
on to reveal his object 1n boarding the Pequod He desired
that ship to umte with his own 1 the search by sulng
over the sea some four or five miles apart on parallel lines
and so sweeping a double honizon as it were

I will wager something now  whispered Stubb to Flash

that ome one m that mssing boat wore off that Captains
best coat mavhap his watcb—hes o cursed anxious to
get 1t back Who ever heard of two prous whale ships
crmsing after one mi sing whale boat 1 the height of the
whaling season? See Flash only see how pale he looks

—pale 1 the very buttons of his eyes—look—it wasnt the

coat—it must have been thi
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“NMy boy my own boy 15 among them For Gods sake
-1 beg I conjure —here exclaimed the stranger Captamn
to Ahab who thus far had but 1cly received s petition

For eighty and forty hours let me charter your ship—
I will gladly pay for it, and roundly pay for it—if there
be no other way—for eight and forty hours only—only that
—you must oh you must and you skall do this thing ™

His son! cried Stubb  oh 1t’s hus son he s Jost! I take
béd; éhe coat and watch—what says Ahab? Ve must save
that boy

Hes drowned with the rest on em, last mght/ sad
the old Mant sulor standing behind them “I heatd, all
of ye heard therr spinits

Now as it shortly turned out what made this mcident
of the Rachel s the more melancholy, was the c
that not only was one of the Captams sons among the
number of the missing boat s crew  but among the humber
of the other boats crews at the same time, but on the
other hand separated from the ship duning the dark vicisst
tudes of the chise there had been still another son as
that for a time the wretched father was plunged to the bot
tom of the cruellest perpleuty which was only solved for
him by Ius chief mate s imstinctinely adopting the ordinary
procedure of 2 whale ship 1n such emergencies, that 15 when
placed between jeopardized but dnided boats always to
puck up the majonty first But the captain for ome un
known constitutional reason, had reframed from mention
1og all this and not tll forced to 1t by Ahabs icmess did
he allude to his one yet mussing boy  a little 1ad but twelve
years old whose father with the earnest but unmigrang
hardihood of 1 N intucketer s paternal Jove had thus eatly
sought to initiate hum in the penis and wonders of a voc
tion almost 1mmemonally the destiny of all fus race  Ner
does 1t unfrequently occur that Nantucket captamns wil
send a son of such tender age away from them, for a pro
tracted three or four years Voyage 1n some other ship than
theit own %o that thewr first hnowledge of a shalemans
career shall be unenervated by any chance display of a
father s patural but untimely partiality, or undue appre-
hensieness and concern
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Meantime now the stranger was <tll beseeching s poor
boon of Ahab and Ahab stull stood like an anvil receving
every shock but without the least quiveting of his own

I will not go said the stranger tll you say aye to
me Do to me as you would kave me do to you 1n the
Iike ca e For jou too have a boy Captain Abab—though
but a child and nesthng safely at home now—a child of
your old age too— Yes yes you relent I see it——run
run men now and stand by to square i the yards

¢Avast cried Ahab— touch not a rope yarn  then n
a voice that prolongingly moulded every word— Captam
Gardiner 1 will not do 1t Even now I lose time Good
bye good bye God bless ye man and may I forgive my
self but I must go Mr Starbuck look at the binnacle
watch and in three nunutes from this present instant warn
off all strangers then brace forward agamn and let the
ship sail as before

Hurriedly turmng with averted face he descended inta
his cabin leaving the strange captan transfixed at this un
conditional and utter rejection of his so earnest suit  But
starting from his enchantment Gardiner silently hurried
to the side more fell than stepped into his boat and re
turned to his ship

Soon the two ships diverged therr wakes and long a.
the strange vessel was mn view she was seen to yaw hither
and thither at every dark spot however small on the sea
This way and that her yards were swung around starboard
and larboard she continued to tack mnow she beat agamnst
2 head sea and again it pushed her before 1t while all
the while her masts and yards were thickly clustered with
men as three tall cherry trees when the boys are cherrymg
among the boughs

But by her still halting course and winding woful way,
you plamly saw that this ship that so wept with spray,
still remamed without comfort She was Rachel, weepmng
for her children because they were not
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CHAPTER CXAIN
1HE CABIN

«Akab mo mg to go on deck Pip catches hum bv the kand
to follow)

Lap lzd T tell thee thou must not follow Ahab now
The hour 15 coming when Ahab would not scare thee from
him yet would not have thee by hum  There 1s that in thee,
poor lad which I feel too cunng to my malady Like
cures hke and for this hunt my maladv becomes my most
desired health Do thou alnde below here where they shall
serve thee as 1f thou wert the captan  Aye, lad thou
shalt sit here 1n my own screwed chair  another screw to 1t
thou must be

No no no' ye have not a whole body wr, do ye but
use poor me for your one lost leg only tread upon me sir
1 ash no mote so I remam a part of ve

Oh! spite of mllion villams this makes me a bigot 1
the fadeless fidelity of man'—nd a black! and crazyl—
but methinks like-cures like applies to hin too  he grows o
sane agdin

They tell me sir that Stubb did once desert poor httle
Pip whose drowned bones now show white for ali the black
ness of his Inving shan But I will never desert ye sir as
Stubb did him  Sir 1 must go with ve

If thou speakest thus to me much mote Ahabs purpose
keels up 1n lum 1 tell thee no 1t cannot be

Oh good master master master!

Weep so and I will murder theel have a care for Ahab
too 18 mad  Listen and thou wijt often hea~ my nory foot
upon the deck and tifl Lnow that I am there And now
T quit thee Thy hand!—Met! True art thou lad as
the circumference to its centre  So  God for ever bless
thee and if 1t come to that —Gor for ever save thee, let
what will befall

(Akab goes Pip steps one step fornard)

‘Here he this instant stood I stand m his arr ~but Im
alone Now were even poor Pip here I could endure it but
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hes missing  Pip Tp! Dhng dong ding! Who seen
Pip?  He must be up here lets try the door Vihat?
neither loch nor bolt nor bar and yet theres no open
ing 1t It must be the pell he told me to stay here
Ave and told me this screvwed chair was mine  Here then
Il seat me agamnst the transom n the ships full muddle
all her Leel and her th ee masts before me Here our old
salors say n therr black seventy fours great admirals
sometimes sit at table and lord 1t over rows of captans
and leutenants Ha! whats this? epaulets! epaulets!
the epaulets all come crowdmng  Pass round the decanters

glad to see ye fill up monsienrs!  Vehat an odd feehng
now when a black boy s host to white men with gold lace
upon their coats'—Monsieurs have ye see one Pip?e—a
little negro lad five feet high hang dog look and cowardly!
Jumped from a whale boat once —seen him? No! Viell
then fill up agamn captams and let s dunk shame upon all
cowards! I wame no names Shame upon them! Put one
{foot upon the table Shame upon all cowards —Hist! above
there I hear wvory—Oh master! master! I am tndeed
down hearted when vou walk over me But there Il stay,
though this tern strikes rocks and they bulge through

and oy ters come to jomn me

CHAPTER CXXZ%
THE HAT

AnD now that at the proper time and place after so long
and wide a prehminary cruse Ahab —all other whaling
waters swept—seemed to bave chased his foe mto an ocean
fold to lay him the more securely there now that he
found himself hard by the very latitude and longitude
where lns tormenting wound had been inflicted now that
a vessel had been spoken which on the very day pteceding
had actually encountered Moby Dich —and now that all
his successne meetings with ianous ships contrastingly
concurred to show the demomiac indifference with which
the white whale tore his hunters whether sinmng or sinned
against now 1t was that there lurked a something i the -

"
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ald man’s eyes which 1t was hardly sufferable for feeble
souls to see  As the unsetting polar star, which through the
livelong aretic six months might sustamns its perang
steady, central gaze so Ahabs purpose now fixedly gleamed
down upon the constant midnight of the gloomy crew It
domuneered above thern so, that all ther bodings, doubts
misgivings fears were fain to hide beneath their souls and
10t sprout forth a sinple <pear or leaf

In this foreshadowing interval too all humor forced
at natural vamshed Stubb no more strove to rase a
smile  Starbuck no more strove to check one  Alike, joy
and sorrow hope and fear seemed ground to finest dust,
and powdered for the time in the clamped mortar of Ahabs
fron soul Like machines they dumbly moved about the
dech ever conscious that the old mans despot eye was
on them

But did vou depply scan hum n his more secret can
fidential hours when he thought no plance but one was on
Iim  then you would have scen that even as Ahab's eyes
50 awed the crews the inscrutable Parsees glance awed
his or somehow at least in some wild way at times af
fected 1t Such an added ghding strangeness began to
mvest the thin Tedaflah now such ceaseless shuddenngs
shook him that the men looked dubious at bim  half un
curtan as 1t seemed whether indeed he were a mortal sub
stance or else 4 tremulous shadow cast upon the dech by
some unseen beings body  And that shadow was always
fovering there  For not by mght even had Fedallah ever
certanly been known to slumber or go below He woul
stand sl tor hours but never sat or leaned bis wan hut
wondrous eyes did planly say-—We two watchmen never
rest

Nor at any time, by mght or day could the manners
now step upon the dech unless Ahab was before them
either standing m his pivot hole or exactly picing the
planks between two undeviating limits —the mawm mast and
the muzen or else thev saw him standing 1n the cabn
scuttle~—~hus ving foot advanced upon the dech as if to
step, Ius hat slouched heavily over hus eyes so that how
ever motionless he stood however the days and mights were
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added on that he had not swung m his hammock yet
hidden beneath that slouching hat they could never tefl
unerringly whether for all this his eyes were really closed
at times or whether he was still mtently scanning them no
matter, though he stood so 1n the scuttle for a whole hour
on the stretch and the unheeded mght-damp gathered m
beads of dew upon that stone-carved coat and hat The
clothes that the might had wet the next days sunshme
dried upon him and so, day after day and might after
night he went no more beneath the planks whatever he
wanted from the cabmn that thing he sent for

He ate in the same open air that 1s his two only
meals —breakfast and dicner supper he mever touched
nor reaped his beard which darkly grew all gnarled as
unearthed roots of trees blown over which still grow idly
on at naked base though perished 1n the upper verdure
But though his whole life was now become one watch on
dech and though the Parsees mystic watch was without
wntermsston as his own yet these two mever seemed to
speah—one man to the other—unless at long intervals some
passing unmomentous matter made 1t necessary Though
such a potent spell seemed secretly to join the twamn openly
and to the awe struck crew they <eemed pole hke asunder
If by day they chanced to speak one word by might dumb
men were both so far as concerned the shghtest verbal
mntetchange At times for longest hours without a sin
gle hail they stood far parted in the starhght Ahab mn
s scuttle the Parsee by the mamma t but still fixedly
gazing upon each other as if 1n the Parsee Ahab saw his
forethrown shadow 1n Ahab the Parsee his abandoned
substance

And yet somehow did Ahab—n his own proper self
as daily” hourly and every instant commandingly revealed
to ns subordinates —Ahab seemed an independent lord
the Parsee but his slave Still again both seemed yoked
together and an unseen tyrant dnving them the lean
shade siding the solid b For be this Parsee what he
may all nb and Leel was sohd Abab

At the first faintest ghmmerng of the dawn lus iron Vs
voice was heard from aft— Man the mast heads! —and

-
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all through the day il after sunset and after twilight, the
same voice every hour at the string of the helmsmans
bell, was heard— What d'ye see?—sharp! sharp!

But when three or four days had shided by after meeting
the children seehing Rachel” and no <pout had yet been
seen the monomaniac ofd man seemed distrustful of s
crew s fidelity at least of nearly all except the Pagan har
pooneers he seemed to doubt even, whether Stubb and
Tlash mught not willingly overlook the sight he sought
But if these suspictons were really lus he LagaCiously re
frained from verbally expres.ng them however lns actions
might seem to unt them

I will have the first sight of the whale myself —he
sud  Aye! Ahab must have the doubloon' and with his
own hands he tigged 4 nest of bas} eted bowhines and send
mng a hand aloft with a sin e sheaved block to secure to
the munmast head he received the two ends of the down
ward reeved rope  and attachmg one to s bashet prepared
a pn for the other end m order to fasten 1t at the rad
This done with that end jet 1n huis hand and standing be
side the pin he loohed round upon his crew sweeping Srom
ope to the other pausing s glance lon;, upon Daggoo
Queequeg  Tashtepo but shunning Fedaliah, and then
setthing bis firm relying tye upon the chief mate sad—

Take the rope sir—I give 1t into thy hands Starbuck”
Then arringing lns person 1n the bashet he gave the word
for them to hoi t lum to hus perch Starbuch beng the one
who secured the rope at last and afterwards stood near
it And thus with one hind chining tound the royval mast

\ Abab pazed abrozd wpon the sea for miles and mules—
ahead atern this side and that—within the wide ev
panded cicle commanded at so great a hesht

When m worhinz with s hands at some lofty almost
1solated place m the rioging which chances to aftord no
foothold the amlor at ea 15 hoisted up to that spot and
sustasned there by the rope under these circum tances s
fastened end on dech 15 alwaye mven i <nct chirge to
some oné man who his the special watch of it Because
m such 2 wiiderness of runming nggmg whose variou  dif
ferent relations aloft cannot alwavs be mfalhbly discerned
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by what 15 seen of them at the dech and when the deck
ends of these ropes are being every few munutes cast down
from the fastenungs 1t would be but 2 natural fatality f
unprovided with a constant watchman the howsted sailor
should by some carelessness of the crew be cast adrift and
fal all swooping to the sea So Ahabs proceedings in
this matter were not unusual the only strange thing about
them seemed to be that Starbuck almost the one only
man who had ever ventured to cppose him with anything
1n the shghtest degree approaching to decision—one of those
too whose faithfulness on the looh-out he had seemed to
doubt <omewhat 1t was strange that this was the very
man he should select for his watchman freely giving his
whole hfe into such an otherwise distrusted person s hands

Now the first time Ahab was perched aloft ere he had
been there ter minutes one of those red billed savage sea
hawks which so often f'y incommodiously close round the
manned mast heads of whalemen 1n these latitudes one of
these birds came wheeling and screaming round his head i
a maze of untrackably swift circlings Then it darted a
thousand feet straight up into the air then spirahzed down
wards and went eddying agam round his head

But with his gaze fixed upon the dim and distant hortzon
Ahab seemed not to mark this wild bird nor indeed
would anv one el e have marked 1t much 1t bemng no un
common circumstance only now almost the least heedful
eye seemed to see some Sort of cunming meammng 1 almost
every sight

Your hat your hat sir! suddenly cried the Sicihan

seaman who being posted at the mizen mast head stood d:
rectly behind Ahab though omewhat lower than Is level
and with a deep gulf of air dividing them

But already the <able wing was before the old mans
eyes the lona hooked bill at his head with a scream
the black hawhk darted awav with his prize

An eagle flew thrice round Tarquns head removing his
cap to replace 1t and thereupon Tanaquil his wife declared
that Tarquin would be hing of Rome But only by the
replacing of the cap was that omen accounted good Ahabs=
hat was never restored the wild hawk flew on and L
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with 1t far 1n advance of the prow and at last disappeared,
while from the point of that disappearance a munute black
spot was dimly discerned, falling from that vast height
mto the sea

CHAPTFR CXXXI
THE PEQUOD MEETS THE DELIGHT

Tue mtense Pequod sailed on, the rollng waves and
days went by the Life buoy coffin still lightly swung and
another ship most miserably musnamed the Delight was
descried  As she drew migh all eyes were fixed upon her
broad beams called shears which mn some whaling ships,
cross the quarter-deck at the height of eght or mine feet
serving to catry the spare unngged, or disabled boats

Upon the strangers shears were beheld the shattered
#hite rihs and some few <plintered planks of what had
mce been a whale boat but you now saw through this
wreck as plamly as you see through the peeled, half un
hinged and bleaching sheleton of a horse

Hast seen the White Whale?

Look! replied the hollow-cheeked captain from his
taffrail and with his trumpet he pointed to the wrech

Hast hilled lnm?

‘“The harpoon 1s not yet forged that ever will do that,’
answered the other sadly glancng upon a rounded ham
mock on the deckh whose gathered sides some notseless
sailors were busy n sewing together

Not forged! and snatching Perths levelled won from
the crotch Ahab held 1t out _exclaiming— Look ye Nan
tucheter here in this hand T hold his deathl ‘Tempered
m blood and tempered by hightning ave these barbs and
1 swear to temper them triply 1n that hot place behind the
fin where the White Whale most feels his accursed Lifel”

“ Then God Leep thee old man—see st thou that —pont
g to the bammoch-— I bury but one of five stout men
who were alive only yesterday but were dead ere might
Only that one I bury ‘the rest were buried before they died
vou sail upon thewr tomb ' Then turning to hus crew—
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“Are ye ready there? place the plank then on the rail and
Lt the body so then—Oh! God —advancing towards the
hammock with uphifted hands— may the resurrection and
the life—

Brace forward! Up helm!” cried Ahab like hghtmng to
his men

But the suddenly started Pequod was not quck enough
to escape the sound of the splash that the corpse soon
made as 1t struck the sea pot so quick indeed but that
some of the flying bubbles mught have sprinkled her hull
with their ghostly baptism

As Ahab now ghded from the dejected Delight the
strange life buoy hanging at the Pequods stern came nto
conspicuous relief

Ha! yonder! look yonder men! cried a foreboding
voice 1n her wake  In vam oh ye strangers ye fly our
sad bunial ye but turn us your taffrail to show us your
coffin!

CHAPTER CXXXII
THE SYMPHONY

I7 was a clear steel blue day The firmaments of ar
and sea were hardly separable in that all penvading azure
only the pensive air was transparently pure and soft with
a womans look and the robust and man hike sea heaved
with long strong lingering swells as Samsons chest 1n his

slee;

I'?l!her and thither on high ghded the snow white wings.
of small unspeckled birds these were the gentle thoughts
of the ferummne air  but to and fra m the deeps far down
the bottomless blue rushed mughtv leviathans sword fish
and sharks and these were the strong troubled murderous
thinkings of the masculine sea

But though thus contrasting within the contrast was only
1n shades and shadows without those two seemed one 1t
was only the sex as it were that distingwished them

Aloft, like a royal czar and king the sun seemed gruing
this gentle air to this bold and rolling sea even as bride to

o~ K
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groom  And at the godling hme of the honzon, a soft and
_remulous motion—most seen here at the Equator—denoted
the fond throbbing trust the loving alarms, wth which
the poor bride gave her bosom away

Tied up and twisted gnarled and Lnotted with wrinkles
haggardly firm and unyielding bis eyes glowing like coals
that stil glow n the ashes of rumn untottenng Ahab
stood forth m the clearness of the motn hiting his _phintered
helmet of a brow to the fair girls forehead of heaven

Oh immortal mfancy and innocency of the azurel In
visble winged creatures that frolic all round us! Sweet
childhood of air and sky! how oblwious were ye of old
Ahabs close coiled woe! But so have I seen hitle Minam
and Martha laughing eyed elves heedlessly gambol around
thew ofd sire sportng with the cuele of snged locks
wghnch gtew on the marge of that burnt-out crater of s

rain

Slowly crossing the deck from the scuttle Ahab leaned
over the side and watched how s shadow in the water
sanh 1nd sank to his paze the more and the more that
he strove to pierce the profundity  But the lovely aromas
w that enchanted awr did ot Iast ecem to dhspel, for 2
noment the canherous thing 1n his soul That glad happy
air that win ome sky did at last stroke and caress him
the step-mother world so long cruel—forbddmg—now
threw affectionate arms round lus stubborn nech, and did
seem to joyously sob over him as if over one, that how
ever wilful and erning she could yet find 3t m her heart
to save and to bless From beneath s slouched hat
Ahab dropped a tear into the sea nor did all the Pacific
contan such wealth as that one wee drop

Starbuch saw the old man saw him how he heavily
leaned over the side and he seemed to hear 1 Ins own
true heart the measureless sobbing that stole out of the
centre of the seremty around Careful not to touch him
0}:’ be noticed by hum he yet drew near to hum and stood
there

Ahab turned

¢ Starbuckt

*Sir ’
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¢Ob Starbuch! 3t 15 2 ould mild wind and a mild Joohing
shy On such a day—ery much such a sweetness as this—
I truck my fir t whale—a bov harpooneer of eghteen!
Forty—fortv—fortv vears agol-—ago' Forty years of con
tinual whaling! forty years of privation and pen and
storm time! fortv vears on the pitiless sea! for forty years
has Ahab forsaken the peaceful land for forty years to
male war on the horrors of the deep! Aye and yes Star
buck out of tho e forty years I have not pent three ashore
Vhen I think ot this hfe I have led the desolation of
solitude 1t has been the masoned walled tosm of 2 Cap
tains exclusiveness which admits but small enfrance to
any sympathy from the green country without—oh wean
ness! heaviness! Guinea-coast slavery of solitary com
mandt—svhen I think of all this only half suspected not
5o Leenly hnown to me before—and how for forty years 1
have fed upon dry salted fare—fit emblem of the dry
nourishment of my oul'—swhen the poorest landsman has
had fresh fruit to his daily hand and broken the syorlds
fresh bread to my mouldy crusts—away whole oceang away
from that young girl wife I wedded past fifty and sailed
for Cape Homn the next day leaving but one dent 1n my
marriage pillow—wife? wifer—rather 2 widow with her
husband alive! Aye I widowed that poor gil when I
marned her Starbuch and then the madness the frenzy
the boihing blood and the smoking brow with which for a
thousand lowenngs old Ahab has funously foamngly
chased his prey—more a demon than a mar'—aye aye!
what a forty years fool-—foal—old fool has old Ahaly beent
Why this strife of the chase? why weary and palsy the arm
at the oar and the rron and the lance? how the richer or
better 1s Ahab now? Behold Oh Starbuck! 15 3t not
bard that with this weary load I bear one poor leg should
haye been snatched from under me> Here brush this old
harr aside 1t blinds me that I eem to weep Lochs 5o grey
did never grow but from out some ashes! But do T look
very old so very very old Starbuck? I feel deadly faint
bowed and humped as though I were Adam stagpering
beneath the piled centunes sioce Paradise God! Godls
Godl—crach my heart!~stave my bram'

Py v
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mochery! bitter, biting morkery of grey hais, have I lived
enough joy 10 wear ye and seem and feel thus mtolerably
old? Close! stand clo e to me Starbuck, let me look into a
human eye 1t 15 better than to gaze into <ea or shy, better
than to gaze upon Cod Ky the green Jand by the bright
hearth stone! thi is the magic glass man I see my wie
and my child 1n thine eye  No no stay on board on
board!—1lower not when 1 do when branded Ahab gives
chase to Moby Dich  That hazard shall not be thime No,
no! not with the far away home I ee In that eyel’

‘Oh my Captam! my Captam! noble soul! grand old
heart after all! why should any one give chase to that hated
fisht Away with mel let us fly the e deadlv waters! let us
home! Wife and child too are Starbuck «~—wfe and child
of his brotherly sisterly play feflow jouth even as thine
sir are the wife and child of thy loving longing paternal
old age! Away! let us away'—this instant let me alter
the course! How cheenly how hulariously, O my Captam
would we bowl on our way to see old Nantucket agam! I
ik sir they have some such mild blue davs even as
this 1n Nantuchet

They have they have T have seen them—-some summer
days in"the mormng  About this time—ves 1t 1> his noon
nap now—the boy vivaciously wahes sits up n bed and
bis mather tells kim of me of canmibal old me, how I am
";Zmﬂq upon the deep but will yet come back to dance Jum

k:3143

“’Tis my Mary my Mary herself! She promused that
my boy every mormng should be carmed to the hill to
catch the first ghmpse of his father’s sal Yis yes! no
more! 1t 15 done! we head for Nantucket! Come, my
Captan tudy out the course and let us awayl See ee!
?ﬁlPOYS face from the windowl the bovs hand on the

H

But Ahabss glance was averted, like a blighted frmt tree
he <hool. and cast hus last cindered apple to the soil

“What 15 1t what nameless inscrutable, unestthly thing
15 1t what cozening hidden lord and master, and cruel
remorseless emperor commands me _that against all natural
lovings and longings, K 50 keep pushing, and crowding, snd
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Jamming myself on all the time rechlessly maling me
ready to do what m my own proper natural heart I durst
not so much as dare? Is Ahab Ahab? IsitI God or who
that Lfts this arm? But 1f the great sun move not of hum
self but 1s as an errand boy 1 heaven nor one single star
can revolve but by some invisible power how then can this
one small heart beat this one small bram think thoughts

unless God does that beating does that thinking does that
living and not I By heaven man we are turned round
and round in this world like yonder windlass and Fate 1s
the handspihe  And all the time lol that smmling shy and
this unsounded sea! Look! see yon Albrcore! who put it
mto him to chase and fang that flymg fish? Where do
murderers go man' Whos to doom when the judge him

self 13 dragged to the bar? Butit1s 2 muld mild wind and
a mld looking shy and the airs smells now as if 1t blew
from a far away weadow they have been making hay
somewhere under the slopes of the Andes Starbuck and
the mowers are sleeping among the new mown hay Sleep-
ing? Aye toil we how we may we all sleep at last on the
field Sleep? Aye and rust amud greenness as last years
;cyctfcs flung down and left 1o the half-cut swaths—Star

uck!

But blanched to 2 corp.es hue with despair the Mate
had stolen away

Ahab crossed the deck to gaze over on the other side but
started at two reflected fixed eyes in the water there
Fedallah was motionlessly leaning over the same rail

CHAPTER CA\AXIIL
THE CHASE—FIRST DAY

TeaT mght n the md watch when the old man—as his
wont at ntervals—stepped forth from the scuttle in which
he leaned and went to his pivot hole he suddenly thrust
out his face fiercely snuffing up the sea air as 2 sagacious
ship s dog will in drawing migh to some barbarous 1sle  He
declared that a whale must be near Soon that pecultar /

— &
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odor _ometimes to a great distance given forth by the living
sperm whale was palpable to all the watch, nor was any
matmer surpnised when, after mspecting the compass, and
then the dog vane and then ascertamning the precise bearing
of the odor as nearly as possible, Ahab rapidly ordered the
ships course to be shightly altered, and the sal to be
shortened

The acute policy dictating these movements was suffi
ciently vindicated at daybreak bv the sight of a long slech
on the sea directly and lengthwise ahead smooth as ol
and resembling 1n the pleated watery wrinkles bordermng 1t
the pohished metalhic hke marks of some swit tdenp at
the mouth of a deep rapid stream

Man the mast heads! Call all hands!’

Thundering with the butts of three clubbed handspikes
on the forecastle deck Daggoo roused the sleepers with such
judgment claps that they seemed to exhale from the scuttle
50 mstantaneously did they appear with ther clothes m
thewr hands

N What dye see? cried Ahab flatteming Iis face to the
shy

llxothmg nothing swl  was the sound haling down 10
reply
ad T|L',3“am sarls!~—stunsails! alow and aloft, and on both
1des

All s1l being set he now cast loase the life line, reserved
for swaying him to the mam royal mast head and n a
few moments they were howsting hum thither when while
but two thirds of the way aloft and while peering ahead
through the honizontal vacancy between the main top sail
and top gallant sl he rased a gull lihe cry in the air

There she blows'—there she blows' A hump ke a snow
hll' Tt s \oby Dick!

Fired by the ery which seemed sinultaneously taken up
by the three look-outs the men on dech rushed to the
nr@ng to behold the famou whale they had o long been
pursuing  Ahab had now gained his final perch .ome feet
above the other look-outs Tashtego standing just beneath
him on the cap of the top gallant mast so that the Indians
head was almost on a level with Ahabs heel Trom this
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height the whale was now seen some mile or so ahead at
every roll of the sea revealing his high sparkling hump and
regularly jetting his @ilent spout mto the aw To the
credulous manners it seemed the same silent spout thev haa
so Jong ago beheld 1n the moonlt Atlantic and Indiman
Oceans

“And did nope of ye see 1t before? cried Ahab haihing

the perched men all around him

I saw him almost that same instant sir that Captamn
Ahab did and I cried out said Tashtego

Not the same mstant not the same—no the doubloon
18 mine Fate reserved the doubloon for me [ only none
of ye could have raised the White Whale first There she
blows! there she blows'—there she blowst Tbere agant—
there agamm! he cried in long drawn hngering methodic
tones attuned to the gradual prolongings of the whales
viible jets  Hes gong to sound' In stunsail | Dawn
top-gallant smils!  Stand by three boats Mr Starbuck
remember stay on board and Leep the ship Helm there!
Luff luff 2 pomt! So steady man steady! There go
flukes' No no only black water! All ready the boats
there? Stand by stand by'! Lower me Mr Starbuck
lower lower —quick quicker' and he shd through the
atr to the deck

He 1> heading straight to leeward s cried Stubb

right anay from us cannot have seen the ship yet

Be dumb man' Stand by the braces! Hard down the
helm'~brace up! Shiver her!-—s~hiver her!'-—So well that!
Boats boats!

Soon all the boats but Starbuch s were dropped all the
boat sails wet—all the paddles plymg with npphng swift
ness shooting to leeward and Ahab heading the onset 4
pale death ghmmer Nt up Fedallahs sunken eyes a
hideous motion gnawed his mouth

Like nosele s nautilus shells therr lLight prows sped
through the sea but only slowly they neared the foe As
they neared him the ocean grew still more smooth seemed
drawing a carpet over its waves seemed a noon meadow <o
serenely 1t spread At length the breathless hunter came so
nigh his seemingly unsuspecting prey that hus entire dazzling
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hump was distinctly visible, <hding along the sea asif an
isolated thing and continually set n 2 revolving ting of
finest fleecy greemsh foam He saw the 1ast, nvolved
wonhles of the shghtly projecting head beyond  Before
it far out on the soit Turlash rugged waters, went the
ghstemng white shadow from s broad, miky forehead, 2
musical Tipphng playfully accompanying the shade, and
behind the blue waters \nterchangeably floned over mnto
the moving valley of his steady wake, and on erther hand
bright bubbles arose and danced by s sde But these
were brohen agamn by the light toes of hundreds of gay fowls
softly feathermng the sea, alternate with their fitful fight
and Tike to some flag staff nsing from the painted hull of
an argosy the tall but shattered pole of 2 recent lance pro-
jected from the white whales back and at mtervals one
of the cloud of soit toed fowls hovering and to and fro
shamming like a canopy over the fish, silently perched and
roched on this pole the long tail feathers streaming like
pennons

A gentle joyousness—a mighty ruldness of repose M
swiftness mvested the ghding whale Not the white bull
Jupiter swimmung away with ravished Europa clinging to
tis graceful horns his lovely leering eyes sideways tent
upon the maid with smooth bewitching fleetness, npphing
strarght for the nuptial bower 1 Crete not Jove not that
great majesty Supreme! did surpass the glonfied White
Whale as he so divinely snam

On each soft side—comeident with the parted swell that
but once leaving uim then flowed so wide away——on €aC
bright side the whale shed off enticings No wonder there
had been some among the hunters who namelessly trans
ported and allured by ail this seremty, had ventured to
assulit but had fatally found that quietude but the vesture
of tornadoes Vet calm entiong calm oh whalel thou
glidest on to all who for the first time eye thee, 0O matter
how many in that same way thou mayst have bejugsled
and destroyed before

And thus through the serene tranquilities of the tropical
sea among waves whose hand-clappings were suspende
by exceeding rapture Moby Dick moved on stlt withho'd
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g from ight the full terrors of his submerged trunk
entirely hiding the wrenched hideousness of his jaw  But
soon the fore part of him slowly rose trom the water for an
nstant hus whole marbleized body formed a high arch like
Virgmias Natural Bridge and warmngly waving his
bannered flukes in the air the grand god revealed himsel
sounded and went out of sight Hoveringly halting and
dipping on the wing the white sea fowls longingly lingered
orver the agitated pool that he Jeft

Viith oars apeah and paddles down the sheets of their
sails adnft the three boats now stilly floated awaiting
Moby Dick s reappearance

An hour said Ahab standing rooted m his boat s stern
and he gazed beyond the whales place towards the dim
blue spaces and wide wootng vacancies to leeward It wa
only an instant for again his eyes seemed whirling round
m his head as he snept the watery circle  The breeze now
freshened the sea began to swell

The birds'—the birds' cried Tashtego

In long Indian file as when herons take wing the white
birds were now all flying towards Ababs boat and when
within a few yards began fluttening over the water there,
wheeling round and round with joyous expectant cnes
Their vision was keener than mans Ahab could discover
no sign m the ea But suddenly as he peered down and
down 1nto 1ts depths he profoundly saw a white living spol
no bigger than a white weasel with wonderful celenty
uprising and magmfying as it rose till 1t turned and then
there were plamly revealed two long crooked rows of white
glistening teeth floating up from the undrcoverable bottom
It was Moby Dick s open mouth and scrolled jaw hus vast
shadowed bulk still half blending with the blue of the sea
The ghttering mouth yawned beneath the boat hke an
open doored marble tomb and giving one sidelong sweep
with lus teering oar Ahab whirled the craft aside from this
tremendous apparstion  Then calling upon Fedallah to
change places with him went forward to the bows and
seizing Perth s barpoon commanded his crew to grasp ther
oars and stand by to stern -~

Now by reason of this tunely spmning round the boat
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upon 1ts axis its bow, by anticipation, was made to face
the whale s head while vet under water But asf perceving
this stratagem Moby Dich, with that mahcious ntellience
ascribed to him widehingly transplanted himself as it were,
1n an instant  shooting his pleated head lengthwise beneath
the boat

Through and through through every plank and each rib
it tholled for an mstant, the whale obliquely lymg on his
back m the manner of a biting shark slowly and feelngly
takmng 1ts bows full within s mouth, so that the long
narrow scrolled lower jaw curled igh up into the open
arr and one of the teeth caught n a row lock  The bluish
pear] white of the nside of the jaw was within six inches
of Ahabs head and reached higher than that In this
attitude the White Whale now shool. the slight cedar as a
nuldly cruel cat her mouse With unastom hed eyes
Fedallah gazed and crossed Ius arms but the tiger yellow
crew were tumbling over each other s heads to gamn the utter
most stern

And now while both elastic gunwales were springing m
and out as the whale dallied with the doomed craft m this
Qevilish way and from his body bemng submerged beneath
the boat he could not be darted at from the bows for the
bows were almo t mside of uim as 1t were and while the
other boats nvaluntarly paused as before a quich crisis
impossible to withstand then 1t was that monomaniac Ahab
furious with this tantalizing victmty of his foe which pliced
tum all alive and helpless in the \ery jaws he hated frenzied
with all this he scized the long bone with tus naked hands
and wildlv strove to wrench 1t from its gripe  As now he
thus vainly strove the jaw slipped from him  the frall
gunwales bent 1 collapsed and snapped as both jaws lihe
an enormous shears shidimg further aft, bit the craft com
pletelv 1 twain and locked them elves fast agam 1n the ea
midwnay between the two floating wrecks These floated
aside the brolen ends drooping the crew at the stern
wrech chinging to the gunwales and trving to hold fast to
the 01rs to lash them across

At that preluding moment ere the boat was yet snapped
Ahab the first to perceive the whale s intent by the crafty
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upraising of lus head a movement that loosed his hold for
the ime  at that moment s hand had made one final effort
to push the boat out of the bite  But only shppimng further
mto the whales mouth and tilting over sideways as it
slipped the boat had shaken off his hold on the jaw spilled
him out of it as he leaned to the push and so he fell flat
faced upon the sex

Ripphngly withdrawing from his prey Moby Iick now
lay at a lttle distance vertically thrusting hus oblang white
head up and down mn the billows and at the same time
slowly revolving his whole spindled body so that when
his vast wrnkled forehead rose—some twenty or more feet
out of the water—the now nising swells with all therr con
fluent waves dazzlingly broke agaimnst it vindictively tossing
their shivered pray stifl higher into the war  So 1n a gale
the but half baffled Channel billows only recoil from the
base of the Eddystone triumphantly to overleap 1ts summit
with their scud

But soon resuming his horizontal attitude Moby Dick
swam swiltly round and round the wrecked crew sideways
churning the water 1 his vengeful wake as if lashing lum
self up to still another and more deadly assault The sight
of the splintered boat seemed to madden lum as the blood
of grapes and mulbernes cast before Antiochuss elephants
1 the book of Maccabees Meanwhile Ahab half smothered
m the foam of the whales insolent tal and too much of a
crpple to swim —though he could still heep afloat even n
the heart of such a whirlpool as that helpless Ahab s head
was seen Ithe a tossed bubble which the least chance shock
mght burst From the boats fragmentary stern Fedallah
1mcu 1ously and nmuldly eyed him  the clingmg crew at the
other dnfting end could not succor him more than enough
was 1t for them to ook to themeelves For <o revolvingly
appalling nas the White Whale s aspect and so plinetarly

wift the ever contracting crcles he made that he seemed
honizontally swooping upon them  And though the other
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boats unharmed still hovered hard by, still they dared not
pull 1nto the eddy to strihe, Jest that should be the signal
for the instant destruction of the Jeopardized castaways
Ahaby and all nor in that case could they themselves hope
to escape  Wath struming eyes, then they remained on
the outer edge of the direful zone whose centre had now
become the old man s head

Meantime from the begnning all this had been descried
from the ships mast heads and squarmng her yards, she
had borne down upon the scene and was now so mgh that
Ahab m the water hiiled her'— Sail on the —but that
moment a breaking sea dashed on him from Moby Dick
and whelmed him for the ime But strugghng out of 1t
agan and chancing to rise on 1 towening crest, he shouted,
~— Sail on the whale!—Duive lam off1?

The Pequod s prows were painted and breaking up the
charmed circle she effectually parted the white whale from
fuis vicim  As he sullenly swam off the boats flew to the
tescue

Dragged 1nto Stubb s boat with blood shot blinded eyes
the white brine cahing w his wninkles the long tension of
Ahab s bodily strength did erack and belplessly he yielded
to his body s doom for a time lying all crushed mn the
bottom of Stubbs boat Lke one trodden under foot of
herds of elephants  Far mland nameless wails came from
bim as desolate sounds from out ravines

But this mtensity of lus physical prostration did but so
such the more abbreviate 1t In an instant s compass great
hearts sometimes condense to one deep pang the sum total
of those shallow pains kindly diffused through feebler
mens whole hves  And so such hearts though summary
in each one suffening  snll if the gods decree 3t in thew
life titme aggregate 4 whole age of woe, wholly made up of
instantaneous intensities for even in thewr pomtless centres
those noble natures contun the entwre cxrcumerences of
mferior ouls

The harpoon  said Ahab  half way nsing, and
draggingly leanmg on one bended arm— 1s 1t safe?

‘Aye s, for it was pot darted, this 131t sad Stubb,
showing 1t
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¢ Lay 1t before me —any mussing men? '

‘One, two, three four five —there were five oars sir
and here are five men

“That s good —Help me man I wish to stand So so
I see lum' there! there! gong to leeward stll what a
leaping spout!—Hands off from me! The eternal sap runs up
1 Ahab s bones agam! Set the sail out oars the helm!

Tt is often the case that when a boat is stove 1ts crew
bemng picked up by another boat help to work that serond
boat and the chase 1s thus continued with what 15 called
double banked oars It was thus now But the added
power of the boat did not equal the added power of the
whale for he seemed to have treble banked his every fin
swimming with 2 velocity which plamly showed that if
now under these circumstances pushed on the chase
would prove an indefimtely prolonged 1f not a hopeless gne
nor could any crew endure for so long a period such an
unintermitted 1nten e straimng at the oar a thing barely
tolerable only 1n some one brief vicissitude The ship
atself then as it sometimes happens offered the most
promising mtermediate means of overtaking the chase
Accordingly the boats now made for her and were soon
swayed up to therr cranes——the two parts of the wreched
boats having been previously secured by her—and. then
horsting everything to her side and stacking her canvas
high up and sideways outstretching 1t with stun sails like
the double jounted wings of an albatross the Pequod bore
down 1n the leeward wake of Moby Dick At the well
known methodic mtervals the whales ghttering spout was
regularly announced from the manned mast heads and
when he would be reported as just gone down Ahab would
tahe the time and then pacing the deck binnacle-watch in
hand so soon as the last second of the allotted hour exprred
s voice was heard —— Whose 15 the doubloon now? Dye
see him? and 1f the reply was No sir' straightway he
commanded them to hit lum to his perch  In this way the
day wore on  Ahab now aloft and motisnless anon un
restingly pacing the planks

As he was thus walling uttering no sound except to
hail the men aloft or to bid them hoist a sail still higher,
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or to spread one to a still greater breadth—thus to and fro
pacing, beneath his Jouched hat, at every turn he passed
fis own wreched boat, which had been dropped upon the
quarter dech, and lay there reversed broken bow to
shattered stern At last he paused before 1t and as mm an
already over clouded sky fresh troops of clouds will <ome
times satl across, so over the old man s face there now stote
some such added gloom as this

Stubb saw him pause and perhaps intending not vamly,
though to evince his own unabated fortitude, and thus
keep up a valiant place m his Captamn s mmd he advanced
and eyemg the wrech exclaimed—The thistle the ass
refused it pricked his mouth too keenly s, hal ha!”

What souliess thing 1s this that laughs before a wrech?
Man man' did I not know thee brave as fearless fire
(and as mechamical) I could swear thou wert a poltroon
Groan nor laugh should be heard before a wreck ’

Aye sir  said Starbuck drawing near “’tis a solemn
sight an omen and an 1t one

Omen? omen?~—the dictionary] If the gods think to
speah outright to man they will honorably speak. outright,
not shake thei heads and give an old wives darkling hint
—Begone!  Ye two are the opposite poles of one thmng
Starbuck 15 Stubb reversed and Stubb 15 Starbuck and ye
two are all manhind and Ahab stands alone among the
mullions of the peopled earth mnor gods nor men hus neigh
bors!  Cold colM—I shwerl—How now? Aloft therel
Dye see him? Sing out for every spout, though he spout
ten times a second!

The day was nearly done only the hem of his galden robe
was rusthng Soon i was almost darh but the Jook-out men
stifl remained unset

Cant see the spout now sir —too dark ~—cried a voice
from the air

“How heading when last seen?

\ As before sir —straight to leeward "

Good' he will travel lower now tis mght Down
royals and top gallant stun sails Mr Starbuck  We must
not run over him before mormng  hes mahing a pas<age
now and may heave to a while Helm there! keep her full
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before the wimdl—Aloft! come down!—Mr Stubb, send a
fresh hand to the fore mast head and see 1t manned till
motrung —Then advancng towards the doubloon 1n the
main mast— Men this gold 1s mupe for T earned 1t, but 1
shall let 1t abide here vl the White Whale 1s dead and then
whosoever of ye first raises him upon the day he shall be
hilled this gold 1s that mans and 1f on that day T shaill
agamn raise lim then ten tumes its sum shall be divided
among all of ye! Away now! the deck 15 thine sir

And so saymg he placed humself half way within the
scuttle and slouching his hat stood there till dawn except
when at intervals rousing himself to see how the night
wore on

CHAPTFR C\XXIV
THE CHASE—SECOND DAY

At day break the three mast heads were punctualh
manned afresh

Dye see im? cried Ahab after allowing a httle space
for the light to spread

See nothing sir

Turn up all hands and male saill he travels faster than
1 thought for —the top gallant sailsl-—aye they should
have been kept on her all mght But no matter— tis but
resting for the rush

Here be 1t smd that this pertinacious purswit of one par
ticular whale continued through dav 1nto might and
through mght nto dav 15 a thing by no means unpre
cedented n the South sea fishery  For such 1s the wonderful
skill prescience of ewperience and mvincible conndence
acquired by some great natural gentuses among the Nan
tucket commanders that from the simple observation of a
whale when last descried they wall under certam given
circumstances pretty accurately foretell both the direction
m which he will continue to swim for a time while out of
sight as well as his probable rate of progression duning that
period  And 1n these cases somewhat as 2 piot when
about losing sight of a coast whose general trending he well

L Ve
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knows and which he desires shortly to return to agam, but
at some further point, like as this pilot stands by his com
pass, and takes the precise bearmng of the cape at pre ent
vistble 1n order the more certainly to hit aright the remote
unseen headland eventually to be wisited so does the
fisherman at his compass with the whale, for after being
chased and diligently marked, through several hours of day
Iight then when mght obscures the fish, the creatures
future wake through the darhness 1s almost as establshed
to the sagacious mind of the hunter, as the pilot s coast 1§
tolim  So that to this hunter s wondrous skill, the prover
bral evanescence of a thing wnit 1 water a wake 15 to all
desired purposes well mgh as relable as the steadfast Iand
And as the mighty 1ron Leviathan of the modern railway 15
so famiharly hnown in its everv pace, that with watches
i therr hands men time his rate s doctors that of 2 baby's
pulse and hightly say of st the up train or the down train
wall reach such or such a spot at such or such an hour
even so almost there are occasions when these Nantucheters
tume that other Leviathan of the deep accordmng to the
observed humor of his speed and say to themselves so
many hours hence this whale will have gone two hundred
miles will have about reached this ot that degree of latitude
or longitude  But to render this acuteness at all successful
mn the end the wind and the sea must be the whalemans
alhes for of what present avail to the becalmed or mnd
bound mariner 15 the shall that assures fum he 15 exactly
maety three leagues and a quarter from i port? Inferable
from these statements are many collateral subtile matters
touchmg the chase of whales

The ship tore on leaving such a furrow n the sea as
when a cannon ball rmissent, becomes a plough share and
turns up the level field

By <alt and hemp!  cried Stubb “but this swift motion

of the deck creeps up ones legs and tingles at the heart
This ship and 1 are two bravc fellowsl—Ha hal Some one
take me up, and launch me, spine wise, on the sea-—for by
Ine-oaks! my spines a keel Ha, hal we go the gait that
feaves no dust behindt”
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There she blows—she blows!—she blows!—right
ahead! was now the mast head cry

‘Aye aye! cried Stubb I hnew it—ye cant escype—
blow ‘on and <phit your spout O whale! the mad fiend him
self 15 after ye! blow your trump—blister your lungs!—
Abab wall dam off your blood as a miller shuts his water
gate upon the stream'

And Stubb did but speak out for well mgh all that crew
The frenzies of the chase had by this time worked them
bubblingly up Iihe old wine worked anew Whatever pale
fears and forebodimgs ome of them might have felt before
the<e were not only now kept out of sight through the
groning awe of Ahab but they were broken up and on all
sides routed as timid prairie hares that scatter before the
bounding bison  The hand of Fate had snatched all thexr
souls and by the stirring penls of the previous day  the
tach of the pat mghts suspense the fixed unfearng
blind reckless way i vhich therr wild craft went plunging
towards 1ts flying mark by all these things ther hearts
were bowled aleng The wind that made great bellies of
their sails and rushed the vesse) on by arms mwisible as
iresistible  this seemed the symbol of that unseen agency
which <o enslaved them to the race

They were one man not thirty  For as the one ship that
held them i1l though 1t was put together of all contrasting
things—oal and maple and pine wood iron and ptch
and hemp—jyet all the e ran nto each other m the one
concrete hull which shot on its way both balanced and
directed by the long central Leel even so all the individ
valities of the crew this mans valor that mans fear gult
and guiltiness all vaneties were welded into oneness and
were all directed to that fatal goal which Ahab thetr one
lord and heel did pomnt to

The ngging lived  The mast heads like the tops of tall
palms were out preadngly tuited with arms and legs
Chnging to a par with one hand some reached forth the
other with tmpatient wavings others shading their eyes
from the vivid sunhght sat far out on the rocking yards
all the spars 1n full bearing of mortals ready and ripe for F

/
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therr fate Ah! how thev still strove through that mfimte
blueness to seek out the thing that might destroy them!
¢ Why sing ve not out for hum 1f ye see lim?” cried Ahab
when after the fapse of some munutes since the first cry
no more had been heard  Sway me up men, ve have been
decenved not Maby Dich casts one odd jet that way, and
then disappears
It was even o n therr headlong eagerness the men had
mstaken some other thing for the whale spout as the event
stsell soon proved for hirdly had Ahab reached s perch,
hardly was the rope belayed to its pin on deck when he
struck the key note to an orchestra, that made the arw
vibrate 2. with the combired discharges of mifles The
triumphant halloo of thirty buchshin lungs was heard as—
much nearer o the ship than the place of the imamnary Jet
less than a mule ahead—3oby Dich bodiy burst mto view!
For not by any calm and indolent spoutings mnot by the
peaceable gush of that mystic fountain i hus head did the
W hllJE Whale now reveal huis vieinity but by the far more
h of breaching = Rising with his utmost
selocity from the furthest depths the Sperm Whale thus
boams his entire bulk into the pure element of air and pshng
up 2 mountain of dazzling foam shows s place to the
distance of seven miles and more In those moments the
torn enraged waves he shakes off seem s mane, 1n OME
cases this bresching 1s hus act of defiance
There she breaches! there she breaches!” was the ery,
s in bis immeasurable bravadoes the White Whale tossed
mumself salmon lbe to Heaven So suddenly <een mn the
blue plain of the sca and relieved agamst the still bluer
margin of the sy the spray that he ra1 ed for the moment
watoleralily ghittered and plared hike a glacier, and stood there
gradually fading and fading away from its first sparkhng
‘““"‘IS‘U to the dim mistimess of an advancing hower 1
aale
Aye breach jour last to the sun Moby Dick! ! cned
Ahab  thy hour and thy harpoon are at )}’nndl——DO\‘"f
down all of ye but one man at the fore The boats!—
stand by!”
Unmindful of the tedious rope ladders of the shrouds, the
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men Iike shooting stars shd to the deck, by the solated
backstays and halyards while Ahab less dartingly but
still rapidly was dropped from s perch

Lower away he cried so soon as he had reached his
boat--a <pare one ngged the afterncon previous Mr
Starbuch the ship 15 thine—keep away from the boats but
Leep near them Lower alll

Asf to strihe a quich terror into them by this time being
the first assailant lumself Moby Dich had turned and was
now coming for the three crews  Abab s boat was central
and cheering his men he told them he would take the whale
head and head —that 15 pull straight up to his forehead ~~
a not uncommon thing for when within a certain imit such
a course evcludes the coming onset from the whale s sidelong
vision But ere that close it was gained and while yet
all three boats were plamn as the ships three masts to his
eye the White Whale churning humself into furious speed
almost 1n an nstant as it were rushing among the boats
with open jaws and a lashing tail offered appalling battle
on everv side and heedless of the irons darted at him from
every boat seemed only intent on anmhulating each separate
plank of which those boats were made But shilfully
manceuvred 1ncessantly wheeling lihe tramea chargers ir
the field the boats for a while eluded him though at times
but by a plank s breadth while all the time Ahabs un
earthly slogan tore every other cry but his to shreds

But at last n hus untraceable evolutions the ¥White W hale
50 crossed and recros ed and 1n a thousand ways entangled
the slack of the three kines now fast to him that they fore
shortened and of them elves warped the devoted boats
towards the planted 1ons 1n lim  though now for a moment
the whale drew aside 2 httle as 1f to rally for a more tre
mendous charge Seizing that opportumty Ahab first paid
out more line and then was rapidly hauling and jerhing
upon 1t again—hoping that way to disencumber 1t of some
snarls—when lo—a 1 ht more savage than the embattled
teeth of sharks!

Caught and twisted—corkscresed n the mazes of the
Tine loose harpoons and lances with all thewr bristling barb /

and points came flashing and dripping up to the chocks
/
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in the bov s of Ahabs boat  Only one thing could be done
Seizing tl e boat I mfe he cntically reached within—through
—and then without—the rays of steel dragged m the hine
beyond passed 1t nboard to the bowsman and then, twice
sunder ng the rope near the chochs—dropped the intercepted
fagot of steel into the sea and was all fast again  That
mstant tae White Whale made a sudden rush among the
remaming tangles of the other limes by so doimng, wresistibly
dragged the more involved boats of Stubb and Flask towards
s flubes dashed them together hike two rolling husks on 2
surf beaten beach and then diving down into the sea dis
appeared m a boiling maelstrom 1 which for a space the
odorous cedar chips of the wrechs danced round and round,
like the grated nutmeg 1n a smitly stirred bow! of punch
While the two crews were yet circhng o the waters reach
mg out after the revolving line tubs oars and other float
ing furmture while aslope little Flash bobbed up and down
bike an empty vial twitching hus legs upwards to escape the
dreaued jaws of sharks and Stubb was lustily singing out
for some one to ladle lum up and while the the old mans
lme—now parting—admutted of Ins puling into the creamy
poal to rescue whom he could —jn that wild simultaneous
ness of a thousand concreteq penils —Ahab s yet unstricken
l;:a!aseemcld dra\;n up towards Heaven by nvisible wues;—
rrow line shooting perpendicularly from the sea, the
White Whale dashed his ?Jm}z)ied foreheag agamst its bottom
and sent 1t turning over and over into the arr, til 1t fell
sgam—gunwale downwards—and Ahab and s men
strugeled out from under 1t like seals from a sea side cave
The first uprising momentum of the whale—modifying 1ts
direction as he struch the surface—mny oluntarily 1aunched
hm along it to a httle distance from the centre of the
destruction he had made and with hus back to 1t he now lay
for 2 moment slowly feeling with his fluhes from side to
side and whenever a strav oar bt of plank the least chip
or crumb of the hoats touched bis shin his tail swiltly drew
bach and came sideways miting the ea But coon as if
sati fied that s work for that time was done he pushed
fus pleated forehead through the ocean and trailing after
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him the intertangled Iines continued s leeward way at a
traveller s methodic pace
As before the attentie ship having descried the whole
fight agan came beaning down to the rescue and dropping
a boat picked up the floating manmers tubs oars and
whatever else could be caught at and safely landed them
on her decks  Some <pramed shoulders wrists and ankles
hvid contusions wrenched harpoons and lances estric
able intricacies of rope shattered oats and planks all these
were there but no fatal or even serious 1ll seemed to have
befallen 1ny one  As with Tedallah the day before so Ahak
was now found gumly clinging to his boat s broken half
which afforded a comparatively easy float nor did it s¢
exhaust hum as the previous day s mushap
But when he wa, helped to the deck all eyes were fastened
upon him  as instead of standing by himself he still half
hung upon the shoulder of Starbuch who had thus far been
the foremc t to assist lum  His ivory leg had been snapped
off Teaving but one short sharp splinter
Aye aye Starbuck tis sweet to lean sometimes be the
leaner who he will and would old Ahab had leaned oftener
than he has
The ferrule has not stood sir  said the carpenter now
coming up I put good work mto that leg
But no bones broken sir I hope * said Stubb with true
concern
Aye! and all splintered to pieces Stubbl—dye see it
—But even with a broken bone old Ahab 1s untouched and
I account no hving bone of mme one ot more me tham
this dead one thats lost Ner white whale nor man nor
fiend can so much as graze old Ahab 1n lus own proper and
naccessible bemg  Can any lead touch yonder floor, any
mast scrape yonder roof?—Aloft therel which way?
“Dead to leeward sir
Up helm then pile on the sail agam .hp Leepers!
down the rest of the spare boats and rig them—Mr Star
buck away and muster the boats crews
“Let me first help thee towards the bulwarks sir
Oh oh oh! how this splinter gores me now!
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fate! that the unconquerable captain 1n the soul should have
<uch a craven mate!’

Sir?

My body man not thee Give me something for a cane
~there that shivered lance will do Muster the men
Surely I have not seen him vet By heaven 1t cannot bel
—~—mussig?—quick! call them all’

The old man’s hinted thought was true Upon mustering
the company the Parsee was not there

The Parsee! cried Stubb— ‘he must have been caught
m—

The black vomit wrench theel-—run all of ye above
alow cabin forecastle—find him—not gone—not gone!’

But quichly they returned to him with the tidings that
the Parsee w1s nowhere to be found

Aye s sud Stubb—"caught among the tangles of
sour hine—I thought I saw him dragging under’

My lme! my Ime? Gone>—gone? Vihat means that
attle word?—What death knell rings 1n 1t, that old Ahab
shakes as 1f he were the belfry The harpoon tool-—toss
over the litter there —d ye see 117 —the forged ron, men
the white whale s—no no no —blistered fool! this hand did
dart itl— tss 1n the fish'-—Aloft there] heep him naled—
Quick!—all hands to the rigging of the boats—collect the
oars—harpooneers! the rons the trons!—hoist the royals
hugher—a pull on all the sheets!—helm there! steady
steady for your hifel Il ten tymes girdle the unmeasured
"l:ge yea and dive straight through 1t but 11l slay um
7

Great God' but for one single instant show thysell ’

cried Statbuch  never never wilt thou capture hum ol
man—In Jesus name no more of this thats worse than
devil s madness Two days chased twice stove to splinters
thy sery leg once more snatched from under thee thy evil
hadow gone—all good angels mobbing thee with warnings
~what more wouldst thou have?—Shall we heep chasing
this murderous fish il he swamps the last man? ~ Shall #e
be dragred by him to the bottom of the sea? Shall we be
toned by bum to the infernal world? Oh, ok, ~—Impiety and
blasphemy to hunt hum morel®
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‘ Starbuch of late T ve felt strangely moved to thee ever
since that hour we both saw—thou hnowst what i one
another s eyes  But m this matter of the whale be the
front of thy face to me as the palm of this hand—a lipless
unfeatured blank  Ahab 1s for ever Ahab man This whole
act s immutably decreed "Twas rehearsed by thee and me
a billion years before this ocean rolled Fool' I am the
Fates lieutenant I act under orders Look thou under
ling! that thou obeyest mine —Stand round me men Ye
see an old man cut down to the stump leaning on a shivered
lance propped up on a lonely foot  Tis Ahab—lis body s
part but Ahabs souls a centipede that moves upon a
hundred legs I feel stramned half stranded as ropes that
tow dismasted frigates 1n a gale and I may look so But
ere I break yell hear me crack and ull ye hear thet know
that Ahabs hawser tows hus purpose yet Believe ye men
1 the things called omens? Then laugh aloud and cry
encore! For ere they drown drowning things will twice rise
to the surface then mse again to sink for evermore So
with Moby Dick—two days he s floated—to morrow will be
the third Aye men hell rise once more —but only to
spout his la tI D ye feel brave men brave?

As fearless fire  cried Stubb

¢ And as mechamical muttered Ahab Then as the men
went forward he muttered on  The things called omens!
And yesterday I talked the same to Starbuck there concern
g my brohen boat Oh! how vahantly I seek to drive out
of others hearts whats clinched <o fast i rmne!—The
Parsee—the Parsee!-—gone gone? and he was to go before
—but still was to be <een agan ere I could perish--How s
that?—Theres a nddle now rmght bafile all the lawyers
backed by the ghosts of the whole lne of judges —like a
hawk s beak 1t pechs my brain 1% Il sohve 1t though!

YWhen du k descended the whale was still i sight to
leeward

So once more the sall was shortened and everything
passed nearly as on the previous mght only the sound of
hammers and the hum of the grindstone was heard till
nearly daylght a the men toiled by lanterns m the com Vs
plete and careful nggng of the spare boats and sharpening ¢
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their fresh weapons for the morrow Meantime of the
broken heel of Ahabs wrecked craft the carpepter made
him anather leg while still as on the might before slouched
Ahab stood fixed within his senttle his id heliotrope glance
anticpatingly gone backward on its dial, sat due eastward
for the earliest sun

CHAPTER CXXAV
THE CHASE—THIRD DAY

Tue mormng of the third day dawned fair and fresh and
once more the sohitary might man at the fore mast head wa,
reheved by crowds of the dayhght look-outs who dotted
every mast and almost every spar

Dye see im? cried Ahab but the whale was not yet
m sight

In his mfallible wake though, but follow that wake
thats all  Helm there steady as thou goest, and hast been
going  What a lovely day again! were 1t a new made world
and made for a summer house to the angels and this morn
ing the first of 1ts throwing open to them a fairer day could
ot dawn upon that world Heres food for thought had
Ahab time to think  but Ahab never thinks, he only feels
feels feels that s ingling enough for mortal manl to think’s
audacity  God only has that right and privilege  Think
ing 13 or ought to be a coolness and a calmness and our
poor hearts throb and our poor brains beat too much for
that  And yet Tve <omotimes thought my brun was very
calm—frozen calm this old hufl cracks so, Iike a glass 1
which the contents tumned to 1ce and shwver it And ull
this hawe 15 growing now  this moment growing and heat
must breed it but no sts Iike that sort of common grass
thit will grow anywhere between the earthy clefts of
Greenland 1ce or i Vesuviys lava How the wild »ands
blow 1t they whip 1t about me as the torn shreds of split
sals lash the tossed ship they cling to A vile wind that has
10 doubt blown ere thys through pr1 on cormidors and cells
and wards of hospitals and ventilated them and now comes
blowiny hither as snnocent as fleeces Out upon 1t!—1ts
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tanted  Were I the wind 1d blow no more on such a
wicked muserable world 1d crawl somewhere to a cave,
and shok there And yet tis a noble and heroic thing the
wind{ who ever conquered 1t? In every fight it has the last
and bitterest blow Run tilting at 1t and you but run
through it Ha! 2 coward wind that strikes’stark naked
men bat will not stand to recenve a singie blow  Even Ahab
15 a braver thing—a nobler thing than tkaf Would nox
the wiad but had a body, but all the thugs that most
exasperate and outrage mortal man all these things are
bodiless but only bodiless as objects not as agents Theres
a most special a most cimning oh a most malicious
difference’  And vet I say agamm and swear 1t now that
theres sometlung all glorous and gracious in the wind

These warm Trade Winds at least that in the clear heavens
blow straight on 1n strong and steadfast vigorous mildness

and veer not from their mark kowever the baser currents of
the sea may turn and tach and mightiest Mississippies of
the land swift and swerve about uncertain Where to go at
last And by the eternal Poles! these same Trades that so
directly blow my good ship on these Trades or something
like them. thing so and full as strong

blow my keeled soul along! To itl Aloft therel What
dye see?

Nothing sir

Nothing! and noon at handl The doubloon goes a
begging! See the sunl Aye aye it must be so  Xve over
suled im  How got the start? Aye hes chasing me now
not I Jam-—thats bad I might have known 1t too  Fool!
the hines—the barpoons he s towmng Aye aye I have run
him by last night About! aboutl Come down all of ye
but the regular look outs! Man the braces!

Steermg as she had done the wind had been somewhat o
the Pequod s quarter so that now bewng pomnted in the
reserve direction the braced ship sailed hard upon the breeze
as she rechurned the cream m her own white wake

Against the wind he now steers for the open jaw  mur
mured Starbuck to mmself as he coiled the new hauled
maln brace upon the rail  God heep us but already my
bones feel damp withn me acd from the msde wet

— rd
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flesh I musdoubt me that I disobey my God m. obeymng
him!

Stand by to sway me up!” cried Ahab advancing to the
hempen basket  We should meet lum soon "

Aye aye st and straightway Statbuch did Abmb’s
bidding and once more Ahab swung on hig]

A whole hour now passed, gold beaten out to ages Time
itelf now held long breaths with Leen suspense But at
last some three pomnts off the weather bow, Ahab descned
the spout agun and mstantly from the three mast heads
three shrieks went up as 1if the tongues of fire had voiced 1t

Forehead to forehead T meet thee this third time Moby
Dick' On deck there!—brace sharper up, crowd her into
the winds eye Hes too far off to lower yet Mr Starbuch
The sails shake! Stand over that helmsman with 2 top-
maull So so he travels fast and I must down But let
me have one more good round look aloft here at the sea
there s time for that  An old old sight and vet somehow so
young aye and not changed a wink since I first saw it 2
boy from the sand hills of Nantuchet! The same!—the
samel—the same to Noah as to me  Theress a soft shower
to leeward  Such lovely leewardings! They must lead
somewhere—to something else than common land more
palmy than the palms Leeward! the white whale goes that
way look to windward then the better 1f the bitterer
quarter  But good bye good bye, old mast head! Whats
this?—green? aye tiny mosses 1n these warped crachs No
such green weather stans on Ahabs head! Theres the
difference now between mans old age and matters But
ave old mast we both grow old together sound i our hulls
though are we not my ship?  Aye munus a leg thats all
By heaven this dead wood has the better of my hve flesh
every way 1 cant compare with 1t and [ ve known some
ships made of dead trees outlast the lives of men made of
tne most vital stuff of wital fathers What s that he sud?
he should 11l go before me my pilot and yet to be seen
agam® But where> Will T have eyes at the bottom of the
sea, supposing 1 descend tho ¢ endless stars? and all night
Ive been suiling from lum wherever he did sk to  Aye,
aye like many more thou told st direful truth as touching
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thy<elf, O Parcee but Ahab there thy shot fell short
Good bye mast head—heep a good €3 e upon the whale the
while Im gone We'll talk to mortow nay to-mght when
the white whale hes down there tied by head and tail

He gave the word and sull gazng round him was
steadily lowered through the cloven blue arr to the deck

In due time the boats were lowered but as standing 1n
s shallop s stern Abab just hovered upon the pouwnt of the
descent he waved to the mate—who held one of the tackte
ropes on dech—and bade him pause

Starbuck!

Sie?
For the third time mv <oul s ship starts upon this voyage
Starbuck
Aye s thou wilt bave it so
Some ships sail from therr ports and ever afterwards
are missing  Starbuch!
Truth sir saddest truth
Some men die at ebb tide some at low water some at
the full of the flood —and I feel now like a billow that s all
one crested comb Starbuch I am old —shake hands with
me man
Therr hands met their eyes fastened Starbucks tears
the glue
Oh my captam my captain'—noble heart—go not—go
not'— ee 1t s 2 brave man that weeps how great the agony
of the persuasion then'
Lower awvay! —cried Abab tossing the mate s arm from
him  Stand by the crew!
In an mstant the boat was pulling round close under the
stern
The sharhs! the sharks! cned a voice from the low
cabin window there O master my master come back!
But Ahab heard nothing for s own voice was hgh
Iifted then and the boat leaped on
Yet the voice pake true _for scarce had he pushed from
the ship when numbers of sharks seemingly nsing from
out the dark waters beneath the hull mahcrously snapped
at the blades of the oars every time they aipped m the
water and in this way accompamed the boat with thewr
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bites It 15 a thing not uncommonly happeming to tne
whale boats 1n those swarming <eas the sharks at times
apparently following them m the same prescient way that
vultures hover over the banners of marching regiments 1
the east But these were the first sharks that had been
cbserved by the Pequod since the White Whale had been
first de cried and whether 1t was that Ahab . crew were all
such tiger yellow barbanans and therefore their flesh more
musky to the senses of the sharks—a matter sometimes weil
Lnown to affect them —however 1t was, the seemed to
follow that one boat without molesting the others
Heart of wrought steell murmured Starbul gazng

over the side and following with lus eyes the veceding boat
— canst thou vet fing boldly to that sight?—lowenng thy
heel among ravening sharks” 1nd followed by them open

mouthed to the chase and tlis the cntical third day?—
For when three days flow together 1n one continuous 1ntense
pursiit  be sure the first 15 the morning the second the
noont and the third the evening and the end of that thing—
oc that end what it may Oh! my God! what 15 this that
hoots through me and leaves me so deadly calm yet €%

pectant —fixed at the top of a shudder! Future things swim
before me as m empty outhines and sheletons all the past
ts somehow prown dim Mary, girl thou fadest m pale
glories behind me_boy! I seem to see but thy eves grown
wondrous blue S blems of life seem cleanng
but clouds sweep between—Is my journey s end comung?
My legs feel faint like hus who has footed 1t all day  Feel
thy heart —beats 1t yet? Stir thyself Starbuckl—stave 1t
off—move movel speak aloud!—Mast head therel See yemy
boys hand on the hill>—Crazed —aloft there!—keep thy
Leenesi_?c upon the boats —mark well the whalel—Ho!
aganl—dnve off that hawk! scel he pechs—he tears the
vane —potnling to the red flag flymg at the mam truch—
Ha he soars away with 1t!—Where's the old man now?
see st thou that sight oh Ababl-—shudder, shudder!

The boats had not gone very far when by a signal from
the mast heads—a downward porsted arm Ahab knew that
the whale bad ounded but ntending to be near him at
the next nisng be held on his way a little sideways from
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vessel the hech 3 crew the found
silence, as the head beat waves hammered and bhammered
ﬂg‘alnst the opposing bow

Drive drive m your natls oh ye waves! to ther utter
most heads drive them 1a! ye but strike a thing without a
Uid and no coffin and no hearse can be mine —and hemp
only can Aill me!  Hal ha!

Suddenly the waters around them slowly swelled 1n broad
circles then quichly upheaved as if sideways shding from
a submerged berg of 1ce swiftly nsing to the surface A low
tumbling sound was heard a subterraneous bum and then
all held their breaths as bedraggled wath trmling ropes and
harpoons and lances a vast form shot lengthwise but
obliquely from the sea Shrouded i a thin drooping veil
of must 1t hovered for a moment m the rambowed arr and
then fell swamping back 1nto the deep  Crushed thirty feet
upwards the waters flashed for an instant like heaps of
fountains, then brokenly sank in a shower of flakes leaving,
the circling surface creamed like new mulk round the marble
trunk of the whale

Give way!’ cried Ahab to the oarsmen and the boats
darted forward to the attach but maddened by yesterday s
{resh 1rons that corroded 12 lim Moby Dich seemed com
bmedly possessed by all the angels that fell from heaven
‘The wide tiers of welded tendons overspreading his broad
white forchead, beneath the transparent skin looked kmitted
together as head on he came churning hus tail among the

oats, and once mote flatled them apart spilling out the
1rons and Jances from the two mates boats and dashing in
one side of the upper part of their bows but leaving Ahabs
almost without a scar

While Daggoo and Queequeg were stopping the stramed
planks and as the whale ssimaung out from them turned
and _howed one entire flank as he shot by them again at
that moment a quick cry went up  Lashed round and round
to the fishs back piuoned i the turns upon turns
which, during the past mght the whale had reeled the
mvolutions of the hnes around hin the half torn body of

e Parsee was seen his sable raiment frayed to shreds,
g drstended eyes turned full upon old Ahab




560 MOBY DICK

The harpaon dropped from his hand

“Befooled befooled!’ —drawing m a long lean breath-—
‘Aye Parsee! 1 see thee agan—Aye, and thou goest
before and this ffus then 18 the hearse that thou ddst
promise But I hold thee to the last letter of thy word
Where 15 the econd hearse? Away mates to the shipl
those boats are useless now repawr them if ye can mn time,
and return to me 1f not Ahab 1s enough to die—Down
men! the first thing that but offers to jump from this boat
I stand 1n that thing T harpoon Ve are not other men
but my arms and my legs and so obey me-—\Wheres the
whale? gone down agam?”

But he looked too righ the boat for as if bent upon
escaping with the corpse he bore and as if the partienlar
place of the last encounter had been but a stage 1n s
leeward voyage Moby Dick was now agamn steadily
swimming forward and had almost passed the ship —which
thus {ar had been sahing in the contrary direction to hun,
though for the present her headway had been stopped He
seemed swimming with his utmost velooity and now only
int‘en( upon pursuing his own straight path n the sea

Oh! Ahab  cried Starbuck  ‘not too late 151t even now,
the third day to destt See! Moby Dick seeks thee not
[t 1s thou thou that madly <eehest him!”

Setting il to the nsing wind the lonely boat was smitly
mpelled to leeward by both oars and canvas  And at Jast
when Ahab was shding by the vessel, <o pear as plaly to
thistinguish Starbuck s face as he leaned over the rail be
bailed him to tum the vessel about, and follow him, mot
too swiftly at a yjudicious mterval ~Glanang upwards he
saw Tashtego Queequeg and Daggoo eagerly mounting t0
the three mast heads while the oarsmen were rocking, 1n the
two staved boats which had ju t been hosted to the side
and were busily at work repainng them  One after the
other, through’ the port holes as he sped, he also catipbt
flyng ghmpses of Stubb and Flask, busywg themselves on
dech among bundles of new irons and lances As he saw
all this as he heard the hammers in the broken boats, faf
ather hammers <eemed driving a nail nto hus heatt. But
he ralhied  And now marking that the vane or flag was
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Eone from the maiwn mast head ke shouted to Tashtego who
k3d just ganed that perch to descend agan for anather
f2g and a hammer and puls and so nal 1t to the mast
Whether fagged by the three days running chase and the
resistance fo his wimmng 1 the hootted hamper he bore
or whetner 1t was some latent decertfulnes and malice 1n
hiz wmchever was true, the White Whale s way now began
o abate as 1t seemed from the boat so rapidlv pearng
hum once more though ndeed the whales lust stast had
not been so fong a one as before  And still as Ahab ghded
over the waves the unpitymg sharhs accompanted lum and
59 perunaciously stuch to the boat and so contipually bit
at the plying oars that the blades became jagged and
Erknched, and left small splinters 1 the sea at almost every
1,

Heed them not! those teeth but give new rowlochs to
your cars Pull on! tis the better rest the sharks jaw
than the yielding water

But at every bite s the thin blades grow srodller and
smaller! *

They will last long enough! pull on!—~But who can tell®
—he muttered— whether these _harhs swim to feast on the
whale or on Ahab?—But pull on! Aye all dive now—we
near lam  The helm! take the helm! fet me pass “—and sa
saying two of the oarsmen helped him forward to the hows
ot the still flying boat

At length 2 the craft was cast to one side and ran rang
ing along, with the White Whale s flank he seemed strangely
oblivious of 1ts advance—as the whale sometimes wil—and
Ahzb ws farly withm the smoky mountamn mist which,
thrown off fram the whales spout curled round his great
Monadnoch hump he was even thus close to him when
with body arched back, and both arms Tengthwise high
iifted 1o the paise he darted lns ferce won  and tus far
fiercer curse nto the hated whale As both steel and curse
sank to the sacket as if sucked into a Motass Moby Inck
sidewise wnithed  spasmodically rolled s migh flank
against the bow and without staving a hole m 1t s0 suddenly
canted the boat over that bad it not been for the elevated
part of the gunwale to which be then Qung Ahab would
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once more have been tossed into the sea  As 1t was three
of the oarsmen—who foreknew not the precise mstant of
the dart and were therefore unprepared for s effects—
these were flung out but so fell that in an instant two of
them clutched the gunwale agam, and nsing to its level on
a combing wave hurled themselves bodily inboard agamn
the third man helplessly dropping astern, but stil afloat and
swimming

Almost stmultaneously, with a mghty voliion of un
gradunted instantaneous swiftness the YWinte Whale darted
through the weltering sea  But when Ahab cried out to the
steersman to tahe new turns with the line and hold 1t so
and commanded the crew to turn round on their seats, and
tow the boat up to the mark the moment the treacherous
hm; felt that double stramn and tug 1t snapped n the empty
air

What breaks 1n me? Some smew crachsl—'tis whole
again oars! oars! Burst i upon him!

Hearing the tremendou rush of the sea-crashing boat,
the whale wheeled round to present his blank forehead at
b1y but m that evolution catcling sight of the nearing
black hull of the ship seemngly seeing 1 1t the source of
all his persecutions bethinking 1t—t mav be-—a larger and
nobler foe of a sudden he bore down upon its advancng
prow smitng s jaws amid fiery showers of foam

Ahab staggered  his hand smote his forehead ‘I grow
blind bhands! stretch out before me that 1 may yet grope
my way Ist might?

The whale! The ship? * cried the cninging carsmen

Oars! oars' Slope downwards to thy depths O sea thal
ere it be for ever too late Ahab mav slide this last Tt time
upon kis mark! T see the ship! the stip! Dash on my
men! will ye not save my ship?

But as the oar men violently forced their boat through
the sledge hammering seas the before whale smutten bow
ends of two planks burst through and in an wmstant almost
the temporanly disabled boat lay nearly Jevel with the
waves ats hall wading splashing crew trying hard to stop
the gap and bale out the pouring water

Meantime for that one beholding instant Tashtegos
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mast hend hammer remained suspended m his hand  and
the red fag  half wiapping him as with a plad  then
Streamed itself straight out from hum as his gwn forward
Bowing heart  while Starbuch and Stubb standing upon the
bowsprit beneath caught sight of the down-commg monster
Just as soon s he
The whale the whale! Up helm up helm! Ob all ye
sweet powers of ar now hug me close! Let not Starbuck
die 4f die he must 1n a womans famting fit Up belm I
3ay—ye fools the jaw! the jaw! Is this the end of all my
bursting prayers? ‘all my hie long Gdehties? Oh Abab
Io thy work Steady! helmsman steady Nay nayl
Up helm agam! He tums to meet us' Oh his unappeas
able brow drives on towards one whose duty tells bug he
cannot depart My God stand by me now!

‘Stand not by me but stand under me whoever vou
are that will now help Stubb for Stubb too sticks here
Tgrin at thee thou grinning whale' Who ever helped Stubly
or kept Stubb awake but Stubb s own unwinhing eye? And
Dow poor Stubb goes to bed upon a mattrass that 13 all teo
Soft ‘would 1t were stuffed with brushwood! I grim at thee
thou grinning whale! Look ve sun moon and stars! 1
call ye assassins of as good a fellow s ever spouted up g
Shost  For all that I wouldyet ring glas.e> with thee would
Ye but hand the cup! Oh oh! oh oh’ thou grinmng whale
but there I be, plenty of gulping soon! Why fly ye not ©

habl For me off shoes and Jacket to it let Stubb die m
his drawers! A most mouldy and aver salted death
though —<herrtes! cherrtes! cherries! Oh Flask for onme
Ted cherrv ere we die!

Cherries? 1 only wish that we were where they grow
Oh Stubb 1 hope my poor mother 5 drawn my part pay ere
this 1f pot few coppers will now come to her for the voyage
‘s;ﬁom the ships bows meatly all the seamen now hung
mactive hammers bits of plank [fances and harpoons
mechamcally retaned m thewr hands just as they had darted
from their {ano\r employments  all their enchanted eyes
intent upon the whale which from side to side strangely
Vibrating his predestnaung head ent a broad band of over
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spreading semcircular foam before hum as he rushed  Ret
ribution, swift \engeance eternal malice were m s whole
aspect and <pite of ail that mortal man could do, the solid
nhite buttress of hus forehead smate the ship’s starboard
bow till men and timbers reeled  Some fell flat upon ther
faces Tike dislodged trucks the heads of the harpooneers
aloft shool. on thew bull hike necks Through the breach,
;lhey heard the waters pour, as mountan torrents down a
ume

‘ The ship! The hearse! —the second hearsel cried Ahab
{rom the boat  its wood could only be Amenicant”

Diving beneath the setthing ship the whale ran quivenng
along is keed but turming under water swiftly shot to the
surface agam far off the other bow but within a few yards
of Ahab s boat where for a time, he lay quiescent

“I turn my body from the sun  What bho, Tashtego! let
me hear thy hammer  Oh! ye three unsurrendered spires of
mune thou uncracked Leel and only god bullied hull thou
firm dech and haughty helm and Tole pointed prow —
death glorious shup! must ye then pensh and without me?
Am 1 cut off from the last fond pride of meanest shipwrecked
captains? Oh lonely death on lonely hife! Oh now I feel
my topmost greatness fies m my topmost gref Ho, hol
trom all your furthest bounds pour ye now m ye bold
billows of My whole foregone hife and top tins one piled
comber of my death! Towards thee T yolf, thou ali-destroy
1ng but unconquenng whale to the fast I grapple with thee,
from hells heart T stab at thee for hates sake I spit my
fast breath at thee  Sih all coftns and all heatses to one
common pooll and <ince neither can be mune, fet me then
1ow to preces while sill chaing thee, though tied to thee,
thou damned whale! 77.s 1 give up the spear'”

The harpoon was darted the stricken whale flew forward
sith 1igmiting veloaity the line ran through the groove,—~van
foul  Ahab stooped to clear 51, he did clear st but the fying
turn caught him round the nech, and voicelessly as Turkish
mutes bowstning the victm, he was shot out of the boat
ere the crew Lnew he was gone  Ivext mstant the heavy
eye-splice in the rope s final end flew out of the stark emupty
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tub knocked down an oarsman and smuting the sea, dis
appeared 1n 1ts depths

For an nstant the tranced boat s crew stood still then
turned ¢ The ship® Great God where 1s the ship?  Soon
they through dim bewldering meditms saw her sidelong
fading phantom as 1n the gaseous Fata Morgana only the
uppermost masts out of nater while fixed by infatuation or
fidelity or fate, to therr once lofty perches the pagan har
pooneers still muntamed their sinhing looh-outs on the sea
And now concentric aircles seized the lone boat itself, and
all ats crew and each floating oar and every lance pole and
spumming  apimate and manmmate all round and round
one vortex carried the smallest chup of the Pequod out of
sight
But as the last whelmings intermiungly poured them
selves over the sunhen head of the Indian at the mamnmast
leaving a few inches of the erect spar yet visible together
with long streammg yards of the flag which calmly un
dulated with tromcal comncdings over the destroying
billows they almost touched —at that instant a red arm
and a hammer hovered bachwardly uphfted m the open ar,
m the act of nailing the flag faster and yet faster to the
subs ding spar A shy hawh that tauntmgly had followed
the man truck downwards from its natural home among
the stars peching at the flag and ncommoding Tashtego
there this bird now chanced to wntercept 1ts broad flutter
1ng wing between the hammer and the wood and simul
taneously feeling that ethenal thll the submerged savage
beneath 1o his death gasp kept his hammer frozen there
and o the bird of heaven with archangelic shriehs and s
imperial beak thrust upwards and hus whole captrve form

Ahab went down with his ship which
ded i the Rt L to hell till she had dragged a

like Sata ould not s
hvxcng aparn( o“i' heaven along with her, and helmeted hersel{
with 1t

Lmall fowls flew screaming over the yet yawmng
g\lgo‘: lx;ll]aeln white surf beat agamst 1ts steep sides thep
all collapsed and the great shroud of the sea rolled on as 1t
rolled five thousand years 2go



EPILOGUE

“AND 1 ONLY AM ESCAPED ALONE TO TELL THEE

The dramas done Why then here does any one sicp
forth?—Because one did surtwe the wreck

It so chanced that after the Parsees disappearance I
was he whom the Fates ordained to take the place of Ahab's
bowsman, when that bowsman assumed the vacant post
the same who when on the last day the three men were
tossed from out of the rocking boat, was dropped astern
$o flonting on the margin of the enswing scene, and m full
sight of 1t when the half spent suction of the sunk ship
reached me I was then, but slowly drawn towards the clos-
g vortex When I reached 1t, 1t had subsided to a creamy
pool  Round and round then, and ever contracting towards
the button hke black bubble at the axis of that slowly
wheeling circle like another Ixion I did revolve Till gam
ing that vital centre the black bubble upward burst, and
now hberated by reason of its cunning spring and owing
to 1ts great buoyancy, nsing with great force, the coffin fe-
buoy shot lengthwise from the sea fell over and floated by
my side  Buoyed up by that coffin for almost one whole
day and mght I floated on a soft and dirge Iihe main  The
unharming sharks they glided by as 1f with padlocks on
their mouths the savage sea hawks saled with sheathed
beaks  On the second dav a sal drew near nearer, and
picked me up at last Tt was the devious-cruising Rachel,
that 1n her retracing search after her missing chuldren, only
found another orphan
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